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.  yolt.T'^Supplies. — Ways  and  nueans. — Scotch  i^Hitia^bill"^ 
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rdina'^ihirily^  and  cMefly^  invafton  of  Neto  Torh^^ 
Quebec  relieved^  and  Canada  rec9vered*^^Br%tiJh  arma^ 
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reduBion  <f  Rbode-^Ifland^^rapid  fuccefes  of  lord  Com^ 
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fpiritsfrom  the^effation  cf  pi^rfuit-c-^animated  to  mofl  extra* 
ordinary  exertio^s^their  affenfive  operatims^^urprife  of  the 
Jfi^fia^  at  Trenton,  find  its  important  ejfeBs.rrr-Operations 
on- the  Jakes^^Crown  Point  taken,  but  evacuated.^^^General 
refult  of  the  campaign^'-^Depredations  of  American  priva^ 
teersT^ncoUraged  b^  Francf  and  Spain.       -      Page  3^9  - 
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m^deftdtorj  operations  in  the  Jerfeys.'^^General  Howe 
tnoves  fiwn  winter^quarterS'^'-attempts  by  a  Jlratagem  to 
bring  Wa/bington  to  hattle-^fdling  in  that  e9cpedient^  ntti* 

.  cuates  the  Jerfeys. — Expedition  by  fea  to  Philadelphiom 
•^Battle  of  Brandy^wine.-^ Major  Ferguffon  effays  a  new 
j^ties  of  rifle^  invented  by  himfelf-^-^apture  of  Phila^ 
de^^na.'^Battle  of  German-town.-^  American  fortificaAans 
on  the  river.'^Red  Bank  and  Mud  I/land  iakm.^^jtmerim 
can  fleet  bumt.^^Situation  of  the  Americans  at  White 
Ma^  and  Valley  Forge  favourable  to  an  attack.-^ 
General  Howis  in^aSHon — he  retires  early  to  winter^ 
^^uarters.^^^ConduB  of  general  and  troops  at  Philade^hia* 
-^Expedition  of  fir  Henry  Clinton  up  the  North  river. ^ 
Capture  of  Prefcot  in  Rhode  IJland — Northern  army^^ 
Burgoyne  tales  the  command.-'^arleton,  fended  with  the 
efpointmenty  refigns  his  employment. — Burgoyne  purchafei 
the  aid  of  Indian  favages — number  of  his  troops. ^^Expe^ 
iitim  of  colonel  St.  Leger.^^The  generals  manifejiq. — Cc^ 
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convention  with  the  "Americans  at  Saratoga.  41  tf 

BIS- 


HISTORY 

OF  THE 

REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


CHAP.    VIL 


Prevalent  difcontents, — Mr.  Wilkes  returns  from  exile^~-4jffers 
himfelf  candidate  for  London — rejeBed — chofenfor  Middle- 
fex-^rofecuted  at  the  in/lance  ofminijfers — tried  before  lord 
Mansfield—fentenced  to  the  kin^s  bench  prifon— popular  in- 
vedfives  againjl  the  judge. — Riots  in  St.  Georgis  fields. — 
Wilhs^s  outlawry  reverfed.^ King  of  Denmark  vifits  Bri-' 
tain. — Favourite Jtudies  of  his  Britannic  majefiy.— -Voyages 
of  difcovery  and  fcience. — Capt.  Cook. — Mr.  Banks. — Af- 
fairs on  the  continent.: — Parties  in  Poland. — Diffidents.--^ 
Interference  of  Pruffia  and  Ruffta. — ConduSi  ofjiuflria'^ 
of  France. — Rupture  betnueen  Ruffia  and  Turkey. — Ame^ 
rican  colonies  .enraged  at  Mr.  Townfhend^s  new  impofl.'^ 
Province  of  Majfachufets  more  aBive  in  re/tftance. — New 
combination  againft  Briti/h  commodities. — Lord  Hilljborougb 
the  fecretary  of  Jiate^  his  letter  to  the  govirnors  of  their  re» 
fpeBive  provinces. — Riots  at  Bojion — England. — Diffatis* 
fa5fion  and  Hcentioufnefs. — Wilkes  inflames  the  difcontent.-^ 
Supported  by  the  chief  citizens  of  the  metropolis. — Lord 
Chatham  reftgns  the  privy  feal. — Parties  mutually  adverfe^ 
concur  in  oppofition  to  adminiflration. 

WISE  and  liberal  as  was  the  policy  of  our  king,  chap. 
which  fought'  to  govern  by  virtue  and  ability  ^^^^ji^ 
inftead  of  a  party-confederacy,  it  had  not  hitherto      1768. 
attained  the  merited  fuecefs.  The  royal  plan  had  to 
Vol.  II.  B  encounter      ^ 
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CHAP,   encounter  obftacles  which  partly  arofe  from  parti- 
v..-^,.^  cular  incidents  and  charaflers,    but  were  chiefly 
17W.      owing  to  general  caufes. 

The  long  fupremacy  of  the  whig  combination  had 
conferred  on  its  members,  in -the  public  opinion,  a 
prefcriptive  right  to  govern.  When  Pitt  adopted 
the  projefl:  of  Bolingbroke,  or  more  probably  fol- 
lowed the  natural  courfe  of  tranfcendent  talents,  he 
was  aware  of  the  authority  which  the  junto  had  ac- 
quired :  he  well  knew  that  political  changes  ought 
to  be  gradual,  and  accommodated  to  the  opinions 
and  fentiments  of  the  times.  He  therefore  did  not 
propofe  entirely  to  exclude  the  phalanx ;  but,  with- 
out admitting  their  command,  to  enjoy  their  aflift- 
ance.  Even  this  partial  invafion  they  bore  with  im- 
patience, and  only  from  the  overpowering  force  of 
genius  did  they  bear  it  at  all :  Pitt*s  adminiftration 
afforded  ftrong  proofs,  that  a  change  of  political 
'  fyflem  muft  be  gradual,  and  that  the  projefted  al- 
teration would  be  arduous,  unlefs  pre-eminent  abi- 
lity guided  and  invigorated  the  execution.  The 
earl  of  Bute  attempted  a  more  extenfive  and  rapid 
change,  than  befits  the  progrefSve  variations  of  hu- 
man affairs :  in  feeking  a  reform  agreeable  to  reafon 
and  juftice,  he  failed,  by  precipitation  and  the 
want  of  fuperior  talents.  His  perfonal  unpopularity 
was  prejudicial  to  any  fcheme  which  he  could  un- 
dertake, and  his  fucceffors  (long  conceived  to  be  his 
tools)  partook  of  the  prevalent  hatred,  which  was 
farther  increafed  by  thdr  internal  and  colonial  mea- 
fures.  The  adminiftration  of  Rockingham  courted 
popularity,  but  in  its  weaknefs  and  ineflSidency  de- 
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monftrated,  that  the  whig  phalanx  was  fallen  in 
ftrength :  ftill,  however,  it  was  not  diflblved.  Pitt 
tried  the  experimenf  of  governing  without  the  whig  »7W* 
conneSion ;  but  found,  that  either  the  attertipt  was 
premature,  or  that  the  execution  required  more 
vigorous  exertion  than  the  infirm  ftate  of  his  health 
permitted  him  to  employ.  Feeble  as  a  miniftry,  the 
combination  of  whigs  was  a  powerful  body  of  oppo- 
fition ;  and  others,  ttot  of  their  fepty  united  with 
them  in  thwarting  the  meafures  of  government* 
The  earl  of  Chatham  ceafed  to  be  an  adive  member  ' 
of  his  majefty's  councils ;  and  inftead  of  the  union 
of  talents  that  the  fovereign  fought  and  the  ftatef- 
man  propofed,  there  was  in  the  cabinet  a  weaknefs 
and  diftradion,  which  excited  the  cenfure  of  the 
patriotic,  and  encouraged  the  bopes  of  the  ambi- 
tious. The  notion  of  a  fecret  cabal  continued  to 
prevail,  and  had  its  fliare  in  giving  fpirit  and  ftrength 
to  antinunifterial  eflforts.  From  thefe  caufes,  and 
not  from  any  difloyal  acrimony,  feems  to  have 
arifen  the  oppofition  to  government,  which  forms  fo 
very  prominent  a  feature  in  the  early  hiftory  of  our 
fovereign.  Befides,  the  immenfe  augmentation  of 
trade  and  opulence  in  the  preceding  reign,  had  raifed 
tfie  monied  capitalifts  to  a  much  greater  degree  of 
importance,  than  at  any  former  period  they  had  at- 
tained. Always  conneftcd  with  the  whigs,  the  mer- 
cantile body  entered  into  their  prefent  views,  and 
imputed  to  evil  and  unconftitutional  motives,  the 
interference  of  the  monarch  with  their  political  mo- 
nopoly. They  were  farther  diffatisfied  with  the  mea- 
fures adopted  towards  America,  which  had  event- 
ually proved  fo  detrimental  to  trade.  The  citizens 
B  a  of 
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of  London  exchanged  thfeir  former  zeal  in  favour 
of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic,  for  violent  enmity  to  the 
'^^^*  fucceflive  fervants  whom  their  king  chofe  to  employ, 
and  were  foremoft  in  fupporting  every  turbulent 
individual  who  attacked  adminiftration.     Such  was 

»  the  fpirit  now  raifed  into  a  ftrong  fermentation  by 

the  general  eleftion. 

To  prevalent  difcontents,  an  individual  cafe 
proved  a  very  formidable  addition*  Mr.  John 
Wilkes  had  applied  to  the  Rockingham  party  when 
in  adminiftration,  for  patronage  and  redrefs ;  but 
the  terms  which  he  propofed,  a  general  pardon, 
5000 1.  in  calh,  and  a  peAfion  on  the  Iriih  eftablifh- 
ment,  were  totally  inadmiffible  ;  and  his  confident 
prefumption  was  not  only  difappointed  in  its  extra- 
vagant expeftations,  but  prevented  the  amnefty 
which  modeft  humility  might  have  procured.  When 
the  duke  of  Grafton  became  prime  minifter,  the 
hopes  of  Mr.  Wilkes  again  revived.  He  had  been 
extremely  intimate  with  that  nobleman,  and  ex- 
pelled friendfliip  from  their  former  focial  and  con- 
vivial intercourfe,  as  well  as  patronage  from  the 
whig  principles  which  the  minifter  profeffed.  He 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  duke,  congratulating  his  grace 
and  the  country  on  his  promotion,  and  entreating 
his  mediation  with  the  king.  This  petition,  how- 
ever, was  entirely  neglefted  by  the  duke ;  and  Mr. 
Wilkes's  hope  of  pardon  vanifliing,  he  refolved  to 

Recum  of  attack  his  adverfaries  with  the  keeneft  feverity.  On 
the  difTolution  of  parliament,  coming  from  Paris, 
he  propofed  himfelf  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent  the 
city  of  London.  The  condud  of  the  court  was  in 
this  cafe  altogether  irrefolute'and  feeble  j  while  pru- 
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dcnce  diftated  determined  meafures,  either  of  rigour  chap. 
or  of  lenity.     If  they  determined  on  fevere  juftice,  ^^^0^/-^ 
by  immediately  enforcing  his  f<^tence  of  outlawry,       '^•*' 
this  could  have  driven  him  back  to  banifhment,  and 
for  ever  cruflied  his  projects  either  of  ambition  or  re* 
venge  :   if  the  more  magnanimous  and  wifer  alter- 
native  of  mercy  had  been  adopted  by  a  full  pardon, 
his  influence  and  popularity   would  have  ceafed 
with  the  profecution  from  which  they  fprung.    But 
minifters  embraced  half  meafures,  the  ufual  offspring 
pf  imbecillity,  and  parent  of  difappointment.  Known 
to  be  odious  to  the  court,  Wilkes  was  received  by 
the  people  with  rapturous  applaufe.     Mr.  Harley 
the  lord  mayqr,  being  in  the  intereft  of  the  court, 
prevented  Wilkes  from  being  chofen  for  the  city ; 
whereupon  he  immediately  offered  himfelf  for  Mid- 
dlefex. ,    Adored  by  the  freeholders  of  a  county 
\|rhich,  from  its  adjacency  to  the  metropolis,  fpeed- 
ijy  catches  its  fpirit;  fupported  by  the  moft  opulent 
men  in  the  city  and  the  ableft  at  the  bar,  after  a 
riotous  and  tumultuous  eledion,  the  popular  candi- 
date was  returned  by  a  very  great  majority.    MeaUr   He  18  chofen 
while,  a  legal  procef?  was  carried  on  againfl  him  ftL 
i)pon  the  former  charges :  he  was  tried,  fentenced  • 

to  imprifopipent  for  two  years,  obliged  to  procure; 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for  feven  years,  and 
fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  a  thoufaixd  pounds.  A 
tjifling  ^ter^tjon  in  the  judicial  records  was  magni^ 
fied  by  popular  cl^mqur  into  the  moft  flagrant  and 
oppreflive  injuftice.  Jt  had  been  a  common  and 
unchallenged  praftice  with  the  judges,  when  re- 
quefted  by  the  profecutor,  tQ  ainend  informations,  in 
grder  to  add  to  their  cJearndH  stfxd  precifiojit    At 
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CHAP,  the  inftance  of  the  treafury  folicitor,  lord  Mans*' 
w^-^  field  had  fuffered  the  word  purport y  in  the  informa- 
^'^^'  tion  againfl  Mr.  Wilkes,  to  be  erafed,  and  the  word 
tenor  to  be  fubftituted.  This  change,  perfeftly  con- 
liftent  with  law  and  ufage,  and  which  could  not 
have  the  fmalleft  weight  in  criminating  the  defend- 
ant, was  reprefented  as  an  iniquitous  meafure, 
flowing  from  the  arbitrary  principles  and  defigns 
which  were  imputed  to  the  chief  juflice  as  a  Scotch- 
man, and  a  friend  of  lord  Bute.  Extremely  en- 
raged  at  the  judgment  pafled  upon  their  favourite, 
the  populace  forcibly  refcued  him  from  the  officers 
,  who  were  conducing  him  to  prifon,  and  carried  him 
triumphantly  through  the  ftreets ;  but  Mr.  Wilkes, 
that  he  might  not  appear  a  party  in  this  violence,  as 
foon  as  the  mob  was  difperfed,  prudently  furrendered 
himfelf  to  the  marflial  of  the  king's  bench. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  loth  of  May, 
and  was  opened  by  the  lord  chancellor;  who,  in  a 
fpeech,  informed  the  houfe,  that  his  majefty  had  not 
called  them  together  at  that  unufual  feafon  of  the  year 
for  the  purpofe  of  general  bufinefs,  but  merely  to 
difpatch  certain  parliamentary  proceedings  neceflaiy 
for  the  welfare  of  his  fubjefts,  efpecially  the  renewal 
of  the  afts  againft  the  exportation  of  com,  which 
were  then  on  the  eve  of  expiring. 
Rtotin  St.  On  the  day  on  which  the  parliament  met,  great 
ficIdsT  *  numbers  of  perfons  aflembled  in  St.  George's  fields, 
expefting  to  fee  Mr.  Wilkes  go  from  prifon  to  the 
houfe  of  commons.  The  mob  becoming  very  out- 
rageous, the  Surry  magiftrates,  when  unable  to  pre- 
ferve  the  public  peace,  were  obliged  to  read  the  riot 
ad,  and  call  in  the  military  to  affift  the  civil  power. 
6  Inftead 
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Inftead  of  feparating,  the  populace  infuUed  and  at-  c  h  a  p. 
tacked  the  foldiers :  the  legal  time  for  difperfion  y.^-^,'^ 
being  elapfed,  force  was  found  abfolutely  neceffary ;  '^^'' 
the  foldiers  were  ordered  to  fire ;  and,  as  in  a  mob 
it  is  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  adive  outrage  from  idle 
curiofity,*a  man  who  had  not  been  riotous  was  un- 
fortunately killed:  this  was  Allen,  who,  though 
humble  and  obfcure  in  life,  was  from  his  death  con- 
fecrated  to  perpetual  remembrance  by  the  pen  of 
elegant  invedive,  poignant  acrimony,  and  impreffive 
mifreprefentation  *  :  feveral  others  alfo  were  una- 
voidably killed.  On  the  17th  of  May,  a  proclamation 
was  iffued,  by  order  of  the  council,  for  fuppreffing 
tumults  ajid  unlawful  aflemblies.  Both  houfes  of 
parliament  thanked  his  majefty  for  this  meafure,  and 
united  in  expreffing  their  approbation  of  the  magi- 
ftrates  who  had  been  adive  in  quelling  the  difturb- 
ances :  and  lord  Weymouth  wrote  a  letter,  by  his 
majefty's  command,  to  the  juftices  for  Surry,  which 
teftified  the  utmoft  fatisfadion  with  the  condud  both 
of  the  magiflrates  and  the  troops  in  fuppreffing 
lawlefs  difturbances.  Samuel  Gillam  efq.  one  of  the 
juftices,  was  tried  on  a  charge  of  having  murdered 
VCUiam  Redbum,  by  having  ordered  the  foldiers 
to  fire;  in  confequence  of  which,  Redburnhad  been 
killed.  The  jury,  feeing  the  abfurdity  and  the  in- 
juftice  of  fuch  a  profecution,  would  not  fuffer  the 
accufed  to  take  the  trouble  of  entering  upon  his  de- 
fence ;  but,  when  the  profecutor's  evidence  was 
dofed,  pronounced  a  verdid  of  acquittal.  Donal4  . 
Maclean,  a  foldier,  was  tried  for  the  murder  of 
Allen ;  but  being  proved  to  have  aded  oxAj  iu  dif- 

*  See  Junius,  pailix^. 
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charge  of  his  duty,  he  was  acquitted.  The  mob  was 
very  much  difpleafed  with  this  fentence ;  and,  as 
Maclean  was  either  known,  or  from  his  name  pre* 
fumed  to  be,  a  Scotch  highlander  (and  confequently 
the  countryman  of  lord  Bute),  the  clamour  was  the 
more  loud  and  outrageous.  Mr.  Wilkes  Applied  to 
the  court  of  king's  bench  for  a  reverfal  of  his  out- 
lawry, as  irregular  and  illegal;  and,  after  many 
learned  arguments  on  both  fides,  the  judges  unani- 
moufly  delivered  their  opinion,  that  the  fentence 
yras  illegal,  and  muft^e  reverfed. 

On  the  1 3th  of  May,  the  king  loft  his  fecond  fifter, 
the  princefs  Louifa  Anne,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  her 
age.     In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  the  king  of  Den* 
mark,  under  the  title  of  the  prince  Travendahl, 
vifited  England;    and,  arriving  in  London,  was 
honoured  with  every  poffible  markof  refpeft  and  di- 
ftinaion,and  entertained  at  court  with  all  the  princely 
magnificence  which  befitted  the  gueft  and  the  hoft. 
Having  viewed  every  thing  moft  worthy  of  notice  in 
the  metropolis,    his  Danifh  majefty  made  a  tour 
to  York  ;  and  vifiting  Cambridge,  was  received  by 
that  learned  body  with  all  the  difcriminating  atten- 
tion of  lettered  politenefs.     He  returned  by  Oxford, 
where  his  reception  was  no  lefs  pleafing  to  the  mo- 
narch.    Arriving  again  in  London,  he  honoured 
the  lord  mayor  with  his  company  to  dinner,  and 
exprefTed  high  fatisfaftion  and  admiration  at  the 
hofpitality  of  the  moft  opulent  body  of  the  moft 
opulent  nation  in  the  univerfe.     Having  remained 
two  months  in  the  kingdom  of  his  brother-in-law, 
he  departed  for  his  own.     Little  indebted  to  nature 
for  either  brilliant  or  vigorous  talents,  yet  by  a 
comely  countenaiice  and  figure,  in  the  bloom  of 

youth. 
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youth,  and  by  pleafing  and  affable  manners,  added  chap. 
to  his  rank,  and  connedlion  with  the  Britifli  royal   »,^^1.^ 
£imily,  the  Danifh  king  became  extremely  popular      ^7^^* 
during  his  ftay  in  England. 

Our  fovereign  had  from  his  youth   devoted  a  F»^««tii« 
great  portion  of  his  attention  to  philofophical  ex-  h>s  bh^ 
periments^  fcientific  inquiries,  and  the  confequent  „"]). ay. 
arts,  both  curious  and  ufeful ;  be  had  applied  himfelf 
particularly  to  geography,  aftronomy,  and  other 
fubjedb  conne&ed  with  navigation  ^  a  (tudy  pecu* 
Uarly.  momentous  to  the  realms  oveir  which  he  was 
defthied  to  reign.     Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  voyages  ©c 
the  peace,  the  king  projefted  a  voyage  of  difcovery  and  fc^loe. 
to  the  fouth  fea  ;  and  in  July  1764,  the  Dolphin 
(hip  of  war  and  the  Tamar  frigate  were  equipped 
for  this  purpofe,  under  captain  Byron,  with  captain 
Mowat  fecond  in  command.     Arriving  off  Pata- 
gonia, they  were  aftonilhed  at  the  ftature  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  rofe  to  a  gigandc  height.     They 
afterwards  defcried  Falkland's  iflands,  and  finding 
a  harbour  extremely  commodious,  entered  it,  took 
poffeffion  both  of  the  port  and  furrounding  iflands 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  and  called  the  haven 
Port  Egmont,  in  compliment  to  the  nobleman  who 
was  then  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty.  Entering  the 
Pacific  ocean,  they  failed  to  Batavia,  whence  they 
returned  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  anchored 
in  the  Downs  in  May  1766;  having  circumnavi- 
gated the  world  in  a  year  and  ten  months.     His 
majefty  loft  no  dme  in  &rther  profecuting  the  dif- 
covery of  unexplored  parts  of  the  phyfical  and 
moral  world;  s^nd  the  Dolphin  was  immediately 
refitted,  and  fent  out  in  Auguft  1766,  under  the 

command 
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c  H  A'  P.  command  of  captain  Samuel  Wallis,  accompanied 
v^^^A^f  by  two  frigates,  the  Prince  Frederic  and  the  SwaU 
1768.      low.      Wallis  having    entered   the  Pacific,   took 
a  diflferent  direftion  from  captain  Byron,  (who  had 
fifft  failed  north  and  then  weft,)  and  proceeded 
diagonally  almoft  in  the  hypothenufe  of  his  prede- 
ceffor's   track.      This   courfe  brought  the   Britifh 
voyagers  to  an  ifland,  which  prefented  man  under  a 
different  afpeft  from  any  in  which  he  had  been 
hitherto  feen  by  Europeans.     This  was  the  place 
now  fo  well  known  under  the  name  of  Otaheite. 
The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  exhibited  a  com- 
bination of  favage  ignorance  and  voluptuous  effe- 
minacy,  never  before  feen  together  in  the  fame 
national  charafter.     The  incivilization  of  the  North 
American  Indians,  with  the  mildnefs  of  Gentoos, 
and  the  licentious  lewdnefs  of  Moorifli  mafters  of 
harams,  conftituted  the  charafter  of  the  iflanders 
whom  captain  Wallis  now  difcovered.     Partly  by 
intimidation,  but  ftill  more  by  attention,   he  ob- 
tained'a  very  favourable  reception.     In  a  year  and 
nine  months,  having  made  very  important  acceffions 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  habitable  glob.e,  he  finiflied 
his   circumnavigation.       The.  exiftence  of   thefe 
iflands  being  afcertained,  his  majefty's  next  defire 
was  to  explore  their  refources,  and  profecute  dif- 
covery.  It  had  been  long  before  calculated,  that  the 
planet  Venus  would  pafs   over  the  fun's  dilk  in 
1769  5    and  oiie  of  the  fouth  fea  iflands  within  the 
tropic  of  Capricorn  was  reckoned  the  moft  com- 
modious  ftation  for  obferving  the  phenomenon :  fo 
that  one  objeft  of  the  voyage  was  aftronomical  im- 
provement,  though  it  comprehended  feveral  others.. 

The 
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The  command  of  this  expedition  was  confeiTed  on  lieu- 
tenant James  Cook,  who  was  not  only  diftinguiflied 
as  a  fldlful  navigator  and  gallant  officer,  but  as  a  ma-  '^f  ^' 
thematician  and  aftronomer.  Other  men  of  fcience  c^it" 
and  philofophical  refearch  were  prevailed  on  to  accom- 
pany Cook:  among  thefe  were,  Jofeph  Banks,  efq.  Mr,  Bankt; 
a  gentleman  of  talents  and  fortune,  who  had  from  his 
early  youth  employed  his  abilities  and  wealth  in  im- 
proving  his  underftanding,  enlarging  the  boundaries 
of  human  knowledge,  and  increafmg  the  refources  of 
human  wants  :  converfant  in  the  various  branches 
of  literature  and  fcience,  he  had  beftowed  peculiar 
attention  on  natural  hiftory,  natural  philofophy,  bo- 
tany, mineralogy,  and  chymiftry ;  and  was  therefore 
a  moft  important  co-adjutor  for  advancifig  purpofes 
of  phyfical  difcovery.  Dr.  Solander,  a  Swede  of 
great  ingenuity  and  learning,  and  deeply  ikilled  in 
mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  likewife  joined 
this  expedition ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Green,  the  col- 
league  of  Dr.  Bradley  the  royal  aftronomer,  con- 
dufted  the  aftronomical  part  of  the  undertaking. 
Thus  an  expedition  was  projefted,  which  tended  not 
only  to  promote  obfervation  and  difcovery,  but  de- 
duflion  and  fcience ;  and  this  was  the  firft  voyage 
ever  undertaken  upon  fuch  grand  and  philofophical 
principles.  The  honour  of  firft  planning  an  ex- 
pedition for  the  advancement  of  fcience,  was  re- 
ierved  for  the  reign  of  George  IIL 

On  the  continent,  feveral  difputes  difturbed  the  Affairs  of 
general  tranquillity.     The  changes  which  the  dif-  near**' 
ferent  princes  were  making  in  ecclefiaftical  aflFairs, 
were    reprobated    by   the  pope.      The  king    of 
Spain  having  banilhed  the  jefuits,  circumfcribed 

the 
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CHAP,  the  power  of  the  clergy,  and  efpecially  of  that  d&. 

%^-^.-^  teftable  inftrument  of  bigoted  tyranny,  the  inqui* 

'7^*-      fition ;  he  reformed  the  church  and  unlverfities,  and 

fuffered  the  prcfs  to  be  no  longer  fubjeft  to  eccle-. 

fiaftics,  but  rendered  it  amenable  to  civil  authority 

Diminution  only  J  he  prohibited  appeals  to  the  pope,  but  in  ex^ 

Muence.  traordinary  cafes ;  or  any  order  from  the  court  of 
Rome  to  be  put  in  execution,  unleis  fanfHoned  by 
the  king  and  council :  thus,  inftead  of  the  pope,  the 
fovereign  became  head  of  the  national  church.  The 
king  of  Naples  was  engaged  in  a  fimilar  redudion 
of  clerical  power:  the  dominions  of  the  duke  of 
Parma  were  fubjed;  to  ecclefiaflical  privileges  and 
immunities  ftill  more  exorbitant  than  thofe  which 
were  allowed  in  other  countries  by  the  deluded  vo- 
taries of  fup^rftition,  that  prince  therefore  refolved, 
inftead  of  longer  fubmitting  to  the  authority  of 
flavifli  bigotry,  to  follow  the  didates  of  found  policy 
and  realbn.  He  accordingly  prohibited  any  appeal 
to  be  carried  to  the  pop^,  reduced  the  power  and 
immunities  of  the  church,  and  ordained  that  all 
benefices  fliould  be  held  without  any  dependence 
on  a  foreign  prieft.  The  pope  tried  his  decrees, 
briefs,  and  bulls,  but  they  had  loft  their  efficacy. 
The  other  popiih  ftates  feconded  the  efforts  of  the 
Bourbon  princes.  J\ie  king  of  France  reclaimed 
the  territories  of  Avignon  and  Yenaifip,  in  the 
>  heart  of  France,  which  had  b?en  ceded  to  the  pope 

in  the  days  of  fup^rilitipn,  '^'he  pope  employed 
his  own  papal  machinery  to  prevent  the  refumption, 
but  to  no  purpofe :  the  French  ki^g  took  poffeffion 
of  the  territories, 

Frawi^ 
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France  about  the  fame  time  made,  by  a  ncgo-  chap. 
tiation  with   Genoa,   another   acquifition.       The  w^/^w 
Genocfe  having  long  tried  to  no  purpofe  to  reduce      '7^«- 
Corfica,  concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  they  tranf* 
ferred  the  foverdgnty  oi  that  country  tp  the  king 
of  France  ;  and  a  body  of  troops  was  embarked  at 
Toulon  for  the  ifland,  which  it  was  expefted  would 
acknowledge,  without  refiftance,  the  claims  of  fo 
powerful  a  monarch :  but  thofe  expeSations  proved 
eventually  groundlefs. 

While  thefe  tranfadions  were  going  on  in  the  ^"J^  •■ 
fouth  and  weft  of  Europe,  the  north  and  eaft  was 
far  from  being  tranquil.  Staniflaus  began  his  reign 
with  meritorious  and  judicious  efforts  to  meliorate 
the  internal  adminift ration  and  condition  of  Po- 
land,  and  to  refcue  her  from  dependence  upon 
foreign  powers ;  but  he  had  to  encounter  very  formi- 
dable obftaclcs  both  from  within  and  without.  There 
were  in  that  country  two  great  divifions  of  religion- 
ifts :  the  catholics,  whofe  worlhip  was  eftablifhed 
by  law  ;  and  the  diffidents,  including  Greeks,  pro-  Diflident«. 
teftants,  and  every  clafs  of  diffenters,  who  were  not 
only  tolerated,  but  had  a  vote  in  the  nationfal  diet, 
and  ihared  in  other  political  privileges,  by  a  con- 
ftitution  eftablilhed  in  1660.  The  catholics,  how. 
ever,  having  gradually  become  more  powerful  than 
before,  gave  way  to  their  intolerant  fpirit,  and  op- 
preffed  and  profecuted  the  diffidents,  whofe  legal 
privileges  could  not  proteft  them  from  lawlefs 
power.  The  clergy  were  extremely  diffatisfied  with 
one  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  diffident^  ;  which  was, 
an  exemption  from  the  payment  of  tithes.  Clerical 
avarice  and  ambition  ftimulated  the  ftupid  enthu- 
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fiafm  of  the  populace  againft  the  non-confonnifts, 
and  by  their  afcendency  in  the  diet,  encroached  on 
their  immunities.  The  difEdents  applied  to  'the 
two  thief  proteftant  fovereigns,  and  the  chief  Greek 
monarch  9  to  interfere  in  their  behalf.  The  court  of 
London,  too  diftant  from  the  fcene,  could  only  me- 
diate by  its  ambaifador.  Pruflia  and  RuHia  were  dif- 
pofed  and  able  to  intercede  much  more  effeftually. 
Both  Catharine  and  Frederic  had  formed  moft  am- 
bitious views  refp'eding  Poland;  and  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  diffidents,  a  plaufibk  pretext  offered 
itfelf  for  their  interference.  Whatever  might  be 
their  real  fentiments  concerning  chriftianity,  they 
vere  both  too  able  politicians,  not  to  fupport  the 
religious  faith  whofe  eftablifhment  they  found  bene- 
ficial  to  their  dominions.  Catharine,  head  of  the 
Greek  church,  avowed  herfelf  its  fupporter  and  de- 
fender ;  and  Frederic  avowed  himlelf  the  champion 
of  the  proteftant  doftrine.  Both  thefe  fovereigns 
announced  their  intention  of  proteQing  their 
brethren  in  religious  belief ;  and  the  czarina  actually 
fent  a  body  of  troops  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  her 
mediations.  The  Ruffian  forces  feized  the  bifhop 
of  Cracow,  primate  of  Poland,  with  the  bifliop  of 
Kiar,  and  a  few  others  of  the  moft  aftive  enemies 
of  the  diffidents,  and  fent  them  to  Peterft)urg ; 
where,  without  any  trial,  they,  by  the  arbitral^ 
pleafure  of  Catharine,  were  fubjefted  to  rigorous 
imprifonment,  in  a  country  againft  which  they  could 
not  be  rebels,  becaufe  they  owed  it  no  allegiance. 
The  kindred  theology  of  Maria  Terefa  was  roufed 
in  behalf  of  the  Polifli  catholics.  France,  then 
governed  by  the  duke  of  Choifeul,  though  very 

little 
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little    under    the    influence   of  fuperftition,    was   chap. 
prompted  by  policy  to  attempt  the  reprefGon  of   ,_^  A^ 
Ruffian  and   Pruffian  influence  in  Poland.     The       '76«« 
emprefs-queen  prepared  a  force  to  affiil  the  ca- 
tholics ;  but  Frederic  notified  to  her,  that  if  any  of 
her  foldiers  marched  into  that  country,  he  would 
immediately  invade  Bohemia  ;  and  Maria  Terefa, 
not  being  equal  to  fuch  a  contefl,  made  no  attempt 
to  fulfil  her  intentions.     The  influence  of  the  pro- 
teftant  courts,  and  ftill   more  the  menaces  of  the 
Ruffian  army,  obtained,  in  the  beginning  of  1768, 
an  edift,  confirming  all  the  privileges  of  the  diffi- 
dents. 

The  French,  though  they  did  not  themfelves 
engage  in  hoftilities  with  Catharine,  exerted  all 
their  intriguing  policy  to  blow  the  flames  of  difcord. 
Their  plan  of  annoying  Ruffia  divided  itfelf  into 
three  branches :  they  encouraged  the  Poles  to  form 
a  new  confederacy ;  they  caballed  at  Stockhohn  to 
change  the  government,  in  order  to  render  the 
king,  who  was  under  their  influence,  abfolute ;  and  Rupture 
thdr  emiflaries  at  Confl:antinople  endeavoured  to  Ruffu^od 
roufe  the  jealoufy  of  the  Grand  Signer  againft  Ca-  "^"^'^^^r- 
tharine.  A  frefli  confederacy  of  catholics  having 
been  formed  in  fummer  1768,  annulled  the  late 
laws,  and  adopted  refolutions  for  oppofing  Ruffia, 
and  dethroning  *  Staniflaus.  The  Ruffian  troops 
quartered  in  Poland  defeated  the  army  of  the  con- 
federates,  purfued  them  to  the  eaftern  frontier,  and 
burned  the  Turkifli  town  of  Balta,  in  which  the  in* 
furgents  had  taken  fhelter.  Already  predifpofedby 
France  (;o  enmity  with  Ruffia,  the  Turks  oonfidered 
*  Sec  Gillies's  Frederic,  p.  399. 
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CHAP,    this  aft  as  a  hoftile  aggreflion ;    they  fent  Ca- 
^_^ -_•  tharine's  ambaffador  prifoner  to  the  fortrefs  of  the 
>7«.      Seven  Towers,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Oftober 
declared  war  againft  RuiHa. 

In  the  American  colonies,  the  aft  propofed  by 
Mr.  Townfliend  for  fixing  duties  on  certain  articles 
of  merchandife,  excited  very  great  refentment; 
while  the  obvious  proofs  of  weak  and  wavering 
policy  in  the  Britiih  government,  encouraged  them 
to  refiftance.  It  was  eafy  to  perceive,  that  the 
principle  of  the  new  law  was  the  fame  as  of  Mr. 
Grenville's  ftamp-aft,  to  tax  the  colonies ^  without 
their  own  confent^  ekprejfed  by  themfelves  or  their  re^ 
frefentatives.  This  identity  of  objeft  their  political 
writers  foon  painted  in  the  mod  ilriking  colours  ; 
Mr.  Townlhend's  impoft  (they  faid)  was  in  every 
refpeft  as  unconftitutional  as  the  flamp-aft ;  the 
mother-country  feemed  determined  to  crufli  the 
colonies  ;  refiftance  was  therefore  a  duty  which  the 
Americans  owed  to  themfelves  and  to  pofterity. 
'  Thefe  arguments  coincided  with  the  fentiments  and 

prepoffeffions  of  the  people,  in  exciting  oppofition ; 
cfpeciaiiy  and  the  province  of  Maffachufets  Bay  was  the  moft 
Aofeu.  aftive  in  promoting  refiftance.  The  firft  public 
mark  of  diflatisfaftion  on  account  of  this  aft,  was 
Ihewn  at  Bofton  on  the  a7th  of  Oftober  1767, 
when  the  inhabitants,  affembling  in  their  town-hall, 
agreed  to  form  affociations  for  encouraging  manuftic- 
tures  among  themfelves,  difcountenancing  luxuries 
of  every  kind,  and  difcontinuing*  fuch  articles  of 
importation  from  Britain  as  were  not  abfolutely 
neceflary.     The  other  colonies  adopted  the  fame,  or 

♦  Stcdman,  p.  159. 
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framed  fimilar  refolutions.  In  January  1 768,  the  pro-  chap. 
vincial  affembly  of  Maflachufets  having  met,  imme-  ^...^.'^ 
diately  entered  onageneral  and  full  confideration  of  '768* 
grievances* ;  and  prepared  a  petition  to  the  king, com- 
plaining of  every  ftatute  pafled  (ince  the  yez^r  1763, 
for  impofing  dudes  on  America.  They  inftrufted 
their  agent  in  England,  to  controvert  the  juftice  and 
prudence  of  thefe  ads,  on  the  grounds  of  natural 
equityj  conftitutional  rights  and  commercial  and 
political  expediency.  They  alfa  fent  letters  to  the 
feveral  minifters,  to  the  marquis  of  Uockingham, 
the  earl  of  Chatham,  and  lord  Camden,  which  en- 
treated the  exertion  of  their  abilities  atd  influence 
in  promoting  the  objefts  of  the  petition  to  his  ma- 
jefty*  T«ward  the  other?  Colonies  they  employed 
the  fame  fagacious  policy,  which  they  had  fuccefs- 
fully  exerted  in  oppofing  the  ftamp-aft ;  they  ex- 
cited a  fpirit  of  confederation,  and  they  feilt  a  cir- 
cular letter,  which  communicated  the  proceedings 
of*the  affembly,  invited  the  other  provinces  to 
follow  their  example,  and  requefted^  flmilar  com- 
munications of  meafures  neceffary  or  ufeful  for  the  • 
commcm  caufe*  The  colonifts  of  Maflachufets, 
indeed,  exerted  great  depth  of  poHucdl  ability ;  for^ 
aware  that  confiderable  differences  of  principles  and 
fentiments  prevailed  between  m^ft  of  the  other  pro-* 
vinces.  and  themfelves,  they  endeavoured  to  amal- 
gamate opinion  and  feeling,; by  giving  thepi  unity 
of  objeft*  This  was  the  fyftem  of  means,  which  the 
new  Englanders  uniformly  puifued.  Unfortunately, 
at  this  period,  the  fteadioefs  of  policy,  adapted  to  its 

*  Sec  Stcdraan,'  vol,  i.  p.  59. 
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obje£k,  formed  a  ftiiking  contrafl:  with  the  fluctu- 
ating meafures  of  the  Britifli  government.  Sit 
»7t&  Francis  Bernard,  the  governor  of  Maflachufets,  was 
a  man,  neither  by  conciliation  fitted  to  diflblve  their 
concerts,  nor  by  vigour  to  counteraft  their  fchemes. 
He  was  on  very  bad  terms  with  the  aflembly,  who 
charged  him  with  having  mifreprefented  their  con* 
du£t  to  the  Britifh  government,  while  he  reproached 
them  with  rebellious  ftubbornnefs.  This  recipro- 
cation of  inveftive,  refembling  the  angry  brawiings 
of  private  litigants,  rather  than  difcuffions  befitting 
his  majefty*s  reprefentative  and  a  conftitutional 
affembly  of  his  fubjefts,  widened  the  breach^  Ber- 
nard fent  to  minifters  a  copy  of  the  circular  exhort- 
ation, which  increafed  their  difpleafure  againft  the 
Lord  Hiiif.  Ncv  Englanders.  Lord  Hillfborough  wrote  a 
ktter*^ '  letter  to  the  feveral  governors  of  the  colonies,  to  be 
laid  before  the  refpedive  aflemblies :  he  condemned 
the  conduft  of  Maflachufets,  as  tending  to  pro- 
mote an  unwarrantable  combination  againft  the 
authority  of  parliament,  and  admonifhed  the  other 
•  colonies  to  difregard  fiich  difloyal  fuggeftions. 
Jie  inftrufted  Bernard  to  require  the  affembly  to 
refcind  the  refolution  which  had  ifTued  fuch  an  in- 
flammatory paper ;  and,  in  cafe  they  fliould  refufe, 
he  was  direfled  to  diflblve  the  raeetmg.  Not  fatis- 
fied  with  oppofing  innovations,  the  Boftonians 
riotoufly  refitted  an  authority  acknowledged  by 
themfelves.  The  floop  Liberty,  belonging  to  John 
Hancock,  had  arrived  in  Bofton  harbour,  laden  with 
wine;  the  matter  of  the  veflel  having  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  bribe  a  cuttom-houfe  officer  to  let  him 
fmuggle  his  cargo  afhore,  at  laft  locked  him  up  by 

force 
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force  in  the  cabin,  fent  the  cargo  afliore,  and  re-  c  h  a  p, 
laded  the  fhip  before  the  morning.  Information  >_^,A^ 
of  this  illegal  and  outrageous  a£k  having  been  given  ^^68. 
at  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  coUeftor,  feizing  the  floop> 
committed  her  to  the  care  of  the  Romney  Ihip  of 
war.  On  perceiving  this  movement,  a  mob  Ou^gwat 
a£fembled,  buflfeted  and  pelted  the  colledor  and 
controller  of  the  cuftoms,  attacked  the  houfes  and 
threatened  the  perfons  of  the  commiffioners,  and 
compelled  them  to  take  refuge  in  Caftle  William,  a 
fortrefs  commanding  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  The 
governor  applied  to  the  affembly  for  their  advice 
and  affiftance,  but  received  neither  :  A  towiwmeet- 
ing,  fo  far  from  difcountenancing  the  outrage, 
prefented  a  remonftrance  on  the  feizure  of  the 
floop.  Thus  both  the  provincial  affembly  and  the 
town  of  Bofton  fliewed,  that,  though  ,the  afts  of* 
parliament  of  which  they  complained  might  be 
imconftitutional  grievances,  they  had  refolved  to 
refift  legitimate  and  conftitutional  authorities. 
The  governor  perfifted  in  urging  them  to  refcind 
the  obnoxious  refolution  of  the  preceding  feffion  ; 
but,  as  they  would  not  comply,  he,  agreeably  to  hii 
diredions,  diffolved  the  affembly.  The  Britifh 
minjftry,  informed  of  the  late  outrages,  ordered 
troops  to  Bofton  to  aid  the  civil  power.  The  Bo- 
ftonians,  informed  of  the  deftination  of  the  foldiers, 
intreated  the  governor  to  convene  the  general 
affembly  ;  but  Bernard  anfwered,  that  he  had  dif- 
folved the  affembly  by  command  of  his  majefty,  and 
could  not  call  andther  without  the  king's  orders. 
The  Boftonians,  difappointed  m  their  expeftation, 
formed  the  daring  refolution  of  affembling  a  pre- 
C  2  -vincial 
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CHAP,  vincial  convention,  which  body  met  on  the  2  2d  of 
^«.^/^«^  September,  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king  againft  the 
'76*'  late  afts  of  parliament ;  but  difclaimed  all  pretence 
to  authority,  ftated  the  caufes  of  their  meeting,  ex- 
horted the  people  to  pay  deference  to  government, 
and  promifed  to  aid  the  civil  power  in  maintaining 
tranquillity.  Rendered  more  mild  in  their  condud 
by  the  approach  of  the  foldiers,  they  diffolved  their 
meeting  the  very  day  on  which  the  firft  divifion  of 
die  troops  arrived  at  Bofton  ;  and  the  tumultuous 
fpirit  of  the  people  being  thus  reftrained,  quietnefs  was 
re-eftabliflied.  The  affembly  of  New  York  having 
fubmitted  to  the  terms  of  the  mutiny  ad,  were  re- 
ftored  to. their  legiflative  fundions.  The  other 
colonial  aflemblies,  guided  by  the  circular  letter  of 
MafTachufets,  and  regardlefs  of  the  Britifh  mini- 
fter*s  admonitions,  refolved  to  prohibit  the  import- 
ation of  the  enumerated  articles,  and  direded  the 
prohibition  to  begin  from  the  firft  of  January  1769. 
DifTat'isfac  In  England,  the  diflatisfadion  and  licentioufnefs 
Ed"  land.  ^^  ^^^  peq)le  continued  to  increafe.  Mr.  Wilkes 
nouriihed  the  difcontent,  by  publiftiing  lord  Wey- 
mouth's letter  to  the  Surry  magiftrates,  and  pre- 
fixing to  it  a  feditious  preface,  A  great  part 
of  the  people  charged  all  the  difturbances  in  Ame- 
rica to  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  miniftry ;  but 
there  was  a  faction  out  of  parliament,  that  proceeded 
to  a  degree  of  licentioufnefs  which  was  inimical  to 
the  exiftence  of  regular  government,  and  its  moft 
aftive  partifans  received  too  much  encouragement 
from  many  opulent  citizens  ki  the  metropolis* 
The  oppofition  in  parliament  ftill  confifted  chiefly 
df  two  parties,  the  adherents  of  Mr.  GrenVilte,  and 

the 
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the  connexions  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  *,  chap. 
who,  though    adverfe   to  each  other,  agreed  in  ^,.^,.-1^ 
voting  againft  miniftry.     The  earl  of  Chatham,  the      *76«- 
founder  of  the  prefent  miniftry,  borne  down  with 
infirmities,  and  totally  difapproving  of  the  meafures 
of  his  colleagues,  had  long  withdrawn  from  public 
bufinefs,  and  lately  refigned  his  office  of  lord  privy  ^^^ 
feal.     The  duke  of  Grafton,  though  firft  lord  of  refigns  tii« 
the  treafury,  had    been  intended  to  a£k  only  a  p"''^^"^' 
fecondary  and   fubordinate  part,  as  in  the  fame 
office  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  had  done,  during  the 
fplendid  period  of  Mr.  fecretary  Pittas  adminiftration. 
As  the  health  of  lord  Chatham  rendered  him  une- 
qual to  the  exertions  of  his  earlier  years,  the  '  duke 
of  Grafton  aSually  became  prime  minifter.     The 
talents  of  this  nobleman  did  not  exceed  mediocrity, 
nor  was  he  mature  in  political  experience.     So 
qualified,  he  was  thruft  by  accident,  rather  than 
exalted  by  defign,  into  a  fituation,  to  fill  which,  in 
the  diftrafted  ftate  of  affairs,  required  a  minifter 
of  confummate  abilities  and  wifdom.     Lord  North, 
while   only  chancellor  of  the   exchequer,   rarely 
exceeded  his  official  bufinefs,  or   took  an  aftive 
fhare  in  the  general  concerns   of  adminiftration. 
Lords  Camden  and  Shelbume,  both  coinciding  in 
the  views  and  opinions  of  lord  Chatham,  had  liitle 
conneftion  with  their  colleagues  in  office.     The  , 
other  fecretaries  of  ftate  were  not  diftinguifhed  for 

*  Two  Pamphlets  publifhed  this  year,  «  The  prefent  State 
of  the  Nation,"  by  Mr.  Grenville ;  and  "  Obfervations  on  that 
prefent  State,"  by  Mr.  Burke ;  in  their  principles  and  views, 
manifeft  the  very  different  and  oppofite  opiiiions  of  the  Gich- 
ville  and  Rockingham  parties. 

C  3  political 
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CHAP,  political  talents ;  fo  that,  on  the  whole,  the  prcfent 
w— ^  miniftry  was  for  from  poffeffing  that  combined 
'768.  ability  and  concert,  that  would  have  qualified  them 
to  manage  with  eSed  the  manifold  and  compli- 
cated obje&s  which  demanded  the  attention  of  the 
Britifh  government.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  foreign, 
colonial,  and  domeftic  affairs,  when  the  fcafoa  ar^ 
jived  for  the  meeting  of  parliament. 
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Meeting  of  parliament^-^petition  of  Mr.  WiHes^^^harges 
agatri/f  him,  at  the  inflance  of  minifters — expelled  the  hcufe^^ 
re'<hofen-'-'-declared  ineligible  during  the  prefent  parliament 
-'-^hofen  a  third  time -^eleRion  again  declared  void — 4 
competitor  fet  up-^Mr*  Wilkes  returned  by  a  great  ma*' 
jority—Mr.  Lutterel  declared  by  parliament  duly  eleSled.-^ 
Violent  debates  i  and  national  ferment.  -  Revival  againjl  the 
Americans  of  trials  within  the  realm  for  treafons  com^ 
mitted  beyond  feas.-^Debt  on  the  civil  lijl,— -Affairs  of  the 
Eq/l  India  company — Hyder  Ally — war  in  the  Carnatic 
'■—Europe^^gallant  refijhnce  of  Corftca  again/l  the  French — 
at  la/t  overpowered.-^America^^ifcontent  increafes  from 
the  new  mode  of  trial. — Extreme  diffatisfaRion  in  England 
-^^he  chief  topic  the  Middlefex  ele^ion. — JohnforCs  Falfe 
Alarm. — Junius -^obje^  andcharaEler  of  that  extraordinary 
HJOOTh.^.J^eiitions — remonfirance  of  the  city  of  London.^^ 
Meeting  of  parliament-^lords  Chatham  and  Camden  oppofe 
miniflry — reftgnation  of  the  duke  ^f  Grafton. 

TPhe  feflion  commenced:on the . Sthof  November ; 
his  majefty  recommended  from  the  throne  *  the 
confideration  t)f  our  commercial  interefts,  and  re-  ^768. 
gretted  the  interruption  oifth^  continent  ofthege-  pariilmSnt* 
neral  tranquillity ;  but  ftated  the  affurances  which 
he  had  received;  that  Britain  would  not  be  afFefted 
by  the  foreign  difturjpanc^.  He  mentioned  the 
commotions  in  Amenca,  particularly  fubmitted 
the  aflfairs  of  that  part  of  his  dominions  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  parliament,  arid  inculcated  the  neceffity  of 
internal  harmony  and  union.    To  the  propofed 

*  Sec  State  Papers,  1768. 
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CHAP,  addrefles,  great  oppofition  was  made ;  minifters  werq 
s^J^}^!^  charged  with  having  excited  the  diforders  in  Ame^ 
»768.  rica,  and  with  grofs  inattentipn  to  external  affairs. 
The  Bourbon  compafk  became  every  day  clofer,  and, 
extending  its  influence  to  Auftria,  brought  the  ba- 
lance of  power  into  imminent  danger.  The  viola- 
tion of  the  general  tranquillity  in  the  invafion  of 
Corfica,  France  would  never  have  attempted,  but 
from  her  knowing  the  feeblenefs  and  diftraclions  of 
the  Britifli  cabinet.  Our  commercial  interefts,  it 
was  added,  were  entirely  neglefted.  Thefe  were 
the  outlines  of  the  cenfures  againft  minifters,  brought 
forward  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  as  a  text  for 
future  comment  and  expatiation. 

The  firft  particular  fubjeO:  which  occupied  their 
deliberations  was.  corn :  the  crop  that  year  had 
been  good,  and  lieafures  were  projefted.to.  prevent 
the  recurrence-  of.  fcarcity.  A  bill  vi^as  pi^pared, 
not  only  for  increaiing  the  prohibition  oA  the  ex- 
portation of  cornV*^jft  alfo  for  preventing- the  ex- 
traftion  of  low  xvjrfes  tia^  fpirits  from  wheat  and 
flour.  This  ad  was  ufeful  fo  far  as  it  extended, 
but  too  trifling  in  its  oljjeft  and  operation  to  afford 
any  material  fecurity^  a^nft  the  return  of  dearth. 
An  evil  fo  frequently, prevailing  in  fuch  a  fertil^ 
country  as  England^*  matiifefted  the  expediency-  of  . 
reftoring  agriculture  tcv  ifs  due  weight  in  pbjjtical 
ceconomy,  and  devoting  the  ^tention  of  the  kgiua- 
ture  to  the  cultivation  of  land,  as  well  as  the  im^ 
provement  of  manufeftures  -and  commerce.  Othfet 
concerns,  however,  more  urgent  though  lefs  import- 
ant, occupied  parliament- 
/  During 
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During  this  feffion,  Wilkes  engrofled  a  great  por.  P  h  a  p. 
tion  of  parliamentary  attention.  This  celebrated  ^^--^/-w 
agitator  had  uniformly  propofed  *  by  political  buftlg  *^^'' 
to  acquire  notoriety  and  wealth.  He  fucceeded  in 
becoming  confpicuous,  but  had  not  hitherto  attained 
opulence :  to  minifters  (as  we  have  feen)  he  had 
in  vain  applied  for  pecuniary  afliftance ;  but  though 
they  refufed  him  the  required  fupply,  they  left  and 
promoted  one  means  of  acquifition,  in  his  extenfive 
popularity.  In  the  generous  hearts  of  Engliflimen, 
diftrefs  is  a  never-feiling  paffport  to  pity  and  'pro- 
teftion.  If  the  fuffering  arife  from  real  or  apparent 
oppreffion,  the  fpirit  of  freedom  enhances  the  de- 
fire  of  benignant  vindication;  and  efpecially,  if, 
the  alleged  perfecution  iffue  from  the  executive  go- 
vernment. But  as  the  afFedtions  of  the  multitude 
are  more  ardent  than  their  judgment  is  difcriminat- 
ing,  their  regards  are  more  frequently  beftowed 
upon  noify  demagogues,  than  ^yife  and  beneficent 
patriots.  Whoever  propofes  popularity  as  his  chief 
objefl:,  well  knows  that  he  muft  keep  alive  the 
public  attention.  Wilkes  and  his  fupporters  were 
thoroughly  Ikilled  in  the  machinery  of  political 
notoriety,  and  fpent  a  great  part  of  the  recefs  in 
holding  meetmgs,  clubs,  and  parties ;  framing 
refolutions,  remonftrances,  and  pamphlets.  Left 
the  curiofity  of  the  people  fhould  be  diminiihed, 
or  the  zeal  of  his  fupporters  cooled,  Wilkes  deemed  Pctitim,  of 
It  expedient  to  prefent  a  petition  to  the  hojaie  of 
commons.  This  paper  recapitulated  all  his  alleged 
grievances,   from  his  firft  apprehenfion  in   April . 

*  This  he  himfelf  declared  to  Mr.  Gibbon,  before  the  pub- 
i!ci»tion  of  the  North  Briton.  Gibbon's  Mifcellaneous  Works, 
vol.i.  p.  100,  note. 
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CHAP.    17639  to  his  commitment  in  1768 :  the  only  new 
v^'^1!^  matter  that  it  contained  was  an  aflertion,  that  lord 
S76S.      Mansfield  had  illegally  and  tyrannically  altered  the 
records ;  and  that  Philip  Carteret  Webb  cfq.  fecre- 
tary  to  the  treafury,  had  bribed  the  petitioner's  fer- 
vants  with  the  public  money,  to  fteal  the  Eflay  on 
Proc^ogi  Woman,  to  be  made  a  ground  of  profecution.   The 
wukM2       former  ftatements  of  the  petition,  being  a  narrative 
of  proceedings  already  determined  by  the  law  of 
the  country,  the  houfe  pafTed  over ;  on  the  two  lail: 
allegations  a  difcuflion  commenced  on  the  aift  of 
'769*      January  1769,  which  lafted  till  the  3d  of  February. 
On  the  charge  againft  lord  Mansfield  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  orders  made  by  the  lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
king's  bencli,  for  the  amendment  of  the  informa* 
tions  eftabliihed  in  the  faid  court  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
were  according  to  law  and  equity,  and  the  praftice 
of  the  court ;  and  alfo,  that  the  complaint  was  fri- 
.  '     volous,  groundlefs,  and  prejudicial  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  public  juftice  :  on  the  fecond  head  it  was 
refolved,  that  the  charge  againft  Mr.  Webb  was  not 
proved.     The  preface  to  lord  Weymouth's  letter, 
of  which  Mr.  Wilkes  acknowledged  himfelf  author 
and  publilher,  next  came  under  confideration :  it 
was  voted  to  be  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  feditious 
libel,  tending  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  order  and  le- 
gal government ;  and  a  propofition  was  immediately 
made,    that   Mr.  Wilkes  fhould  be  expelled  the 
houfe.     In  fupporting  this  motion,  minifters  and 
their  adherents  fpoke  and  aSed  as  parties  eagerly 
interefted  iii  carrying  a  propofition,  not  as  judges 
inveftigating  the  condud  of  one  of  their  peers,  that 
they  might  deliver  a  fair  and  impartial  fentence. 
a  The 
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The  charge  was  accumulative  and  indefinite ;  it  con-  c  h  a  p^ 
tained  a  recitation  of  his  former  offences  and  expul-  »-*^.-*i-/ 
fion,  and  alfo  of  conduft  which  was  then  under-  *^^'* 
going  the  animadverfion  of  the  courts  of  law,  fully 
competent  to  condemnation  or  acquittal  *.  Their 
fpeeches  t  chiefly  expatiated  on  thefe  fubjefts,  and 
contained  the  irrelevant  exaggerations  of  paffion, 
much  more  than  the  ftatements  and  proofs  of  juf- 
tice.  The  oppofers  of  this  fentence  contended,  that 
the  libel  on  lord  Weymouth,  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
was  the  only  fpecific  ground  of  the  motion ;  that 
his  privileges  as  a  lord,  were  not  cognizable  by  the 
commons ;  and  that  any  offence  againft  him  as  a 
Britifti  fubjeft,  belonged  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
For  the  other  libels,  he  had  been  already  expelled, 
and  the  houfe  had  puniflied  him  for  an  attack  upon 
the  legiflature.  Should  he  be  twice  chaftifed  for 
the  fame  offence  ?  "  By  the  prefent  propofition  (they 
faidj  we  are  to  blend  the  executive  and  judicial 
powers  of  the  ftate  with  the  legiflative,  and  to  ex- 
tend our  jurifdiftion,  that  we  may  take  upon  our- 
felves  the  odium  of  trying  and  punifliing  in  a  fum- 
mary  manner  an  offence  which  does  not  affe£t  us, 
but  is  fubjeft  to  the  iriveftigation  of  the  laws.  In 
the  exercife.  of  this  affumed  power,  we  are  to  form 
an  accumulative  and  complicated  charge,  which 
no  other  courts,  nor  even  we,  have  ever  admitted  in 
other  inftances.  We  are  to  mingle  new  crimes 
with  old,  and  to  try  a  man  twice  for  the  fame  mif- 
demeanour.     We  are  to  transfer  the  cenfures  of  a 

*  See  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Feb.  3d,  1769. 
f  Sec  Parliamentary  Debates  on  the  expulfion  of  Wilkes ; 
February  3d,  1769. 

former 
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CHAP,   former  parliament  into  the  hands  of  the  prefcnt, 
K,^   ^  which  is  to  make  them  the  foundation  of  a  new 
i7^9»      punifliment.     We  are  to  affume  a  power  of  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  fheir  repre- 
fentatives,  by  no  other  rule  but  our  own  difcretion 
or  caprice  *.'*     Strong  as  thefe  arguments  may  ap- 
pear  to  an  impartial  reader,  they  were  overborne 
keUcipei*    by  a  minifterial  majority,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  ex- 
houfc;        pelled  th$  houfe  of  commons.     The  condudl  of 
miniftry  manifefted  that  alteration   of  laxity  and 
violence,  which  never  can  proceed  from  united  wif- 
dom  and  vigour.     If  fevere  punilhment  were  expe- 
dient, why  was  it  not  employed  when  he  returned 
from  exile,  before  the  reverfal  of  his  outlawry  t  ? 
Permitted  then  to  be  out  of  confinement,  he  had  re- 
vived his  popularity,  and  paved  the  way  for  its  pro- 
grefs  to  a  height  which  nothing  tended  more  effec- 
tually to  increafe  than  further  profecution. 

Well-knowing  the  temper  of  his  conftituents, 
and  of  the  nation  in  general,  Wilkes  confidered  his 
expulfion  as  the  fure  road  to  greater  popularity  and 
diftinftion,  and  immediately  offered  himfelf  candi- 
date for  the  vacated  county.  The  favour  of  his  fup- 
porters  rofe  to  an  enthufiafm  that  overfpread  Lon* 
don,  the  county,  and  their  environs ;  and  the  fym- 
pathetic  fpii  it  quickly  diffufed  itfelf  throughout  Eng- 
land :  under  the  influence  of  fuch  fentiments,  his 
Feb.  i6th,  re-eleftion  was  unanimous ;  and  the  next  day  he  was 
jsrceicaci.  declared  by  the  houfe  incapable  of  being  re-elefted 
during  the  prefent  parliament.  On  the  i6th  of 
March,  Mr.  Wilkes  was  chofen  a  third  time ;  and 

*  See  Parliamentary  Debates,  February  3d,  1 769. 
t  See  Junius's  Letter  XI,  to  the  duke  pf  Graftqn. 

the 
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the  following  day  his  eleSion  was  again  declared  void.  chap. 
The  Middlefex  freeholders  avowing  their  determi-    -->,^^ 
nation  to  choofe  him  again,  minifters  fet  up  another      '769- 
candidate,  colonel  Lutterel.     The  fourth  elcdion   >«t/«cured 
took  place  on  the  13th  of  April:  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  *"***'  *' 
there  were  eleven  hundred  and  forty-three  lawful 
voters ;  for  his  opponent,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
fix  :  Mr.  Wilkes  wa?  accordingly  returned.     The 
next  day,   his  name  was  erafed  from  the  writ  by 
order  of  the  houfe  ;  and  the  day  after,  Henry  Lawes 
Lutterel  efq.  was,  after  a  very  violent  debate,  de- 
clared, by  a  majority  of  221  to  139,  duly  elefled*.  Lottereiw 
The  paffionate  refentment  of  rulers*  againft  an  indi- 
vidual,  fo  cleaily  manifefting  their  want  of  magna- 
nimity and  true  wifdom,  produced  a  totally  diflPerent 
tSedi  from  that  which  they  expeSed  or  defired : 
their  averfion  procured  to  its  objefl;  the  warmeft  po- 
pularity.     Ten  days  after  the  laft  vote  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  he  was  chofen  alderman  of  the  city  of 
London.  Subfcriptions  were  opened,  to  raife  money  National 
both  for  the  liquidation  of  his  debts  and  his  future 
fubfiftence.     He  was  reprefented  as  a  meritorious  . 
patriot,  fuflfering  oppreflion   and  tyranny  for  his 
virtues. 

During  this  feflion,  America  occupied  a  great  Re^wi, 
fliare  of  parliamentary  attention ;  both  miniftry  and  J!i!inies,of 
oppofitioif  were  defzrous  of  an  inquiry,  but  the  mo-  t^e  leaTm^" 
'  lives  of  the  parties  were  different.     Minifters  pro.  ^"'  ""^" 

♦  This  was  the  queftion  on  which  a  youth,  dcftincd  to  be  one 
of  the  greatell  orators  and  ableft  men  ever  admired  in  any  fenatc, 
firft  fpoke  in  parliament:  Charles  James  Fox  had  procured  a 
fcat  before  the  legal  age ;  and  a  law-givcr  at  twenty^  aftoniSied 
^  hearers  by  the  force  of  his  abilities. 

pofed 
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CHAP,  pofed  to  juftify  their  own  condufl  and  that  of  their 
V— ^  -^^  officers,  and  to  convince  the  public  that  all  the  dif- 
17^9-  turbances  which  had  happened,  were  owing  to  the 
refraftory  and  rebellious  fpiijt  of  the  colonifts;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  their  opponents  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate,  that  the  commotions  were  caufed  by  the 
weaknefs  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Britiih  go- 
vernment. Having  thefe  different  motives  to  inquiry, 
minifters  and  oppofition  defired  different  modes; 
the  former  propofed  to  confine  their  inveftigations  to 
the  late  ads  of  the  Ameiicans  ;  the  latter,  to  confider 
not  only  the  conduit  of  the  colonifts,  but  the  mea- 
fures  of  Britain  for  feveral  years  ;  to  trace  diforders 
to  their  fources ;  as  only  by  the  knowledge  of  thefe, 
could  the  evil  be  effeftually  removed.  This  broad 
plan  of  difcuffion  by  no  means,  fuited  the  defigns  of 
miniftiy ;  and  it  was  carried  by  a  great  majority, 
that  the  inveftigation  fhould  be  conducted  on  nar- 
rowed grounds.  The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee,  and  motions  were  made  for  various  pa- 
pers, which  would  have  illuflrated  the  condufl:  of 
government  and  its  fervants;  but  they  were  uni. 
formly  over-ruled.  Papers  in  great  variety  were  in- 
deed  laid  before  the  houfe  ;  but  they  related  to  the 
conduft  of  the  colonifls  merely,  without  including 
the  meafures  of  government.  With  fuch  incomplete 
materials,  the  majority  of  the  legiflature  repofed  fo 
great  a  confidence  in  miniflers,  as  to  be  perfeftly 
fatisfied ;  and  on  them,  undertook  to  deliberate. 

On  the  8th  of  February.,  an  addrefs  to  his  majefly 
paifed  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  was  adopted  by  the 
commons,  declaring  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  Maliachufets  Bay  to  be 

a  denial 
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a  denial  of  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  chap. 
to  make  laws  for  the  colonies. .  It  therefore  afTerted  ,^,-^ 
the  ads  to  be  illegal,  unconftitutional,  and  deroga*  '7^9* 
tory  to  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  reprobated  the  circular  letters 
of  the  fame  affembly,  as  tending  to  inflame  the 
other  colonies,  and  to  create  unlawful  combinations. 
It  declared  the  town  of  Bofton  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
diforder  and  difobedience  to  law  ;  juftified  the  mea- 
fure  of  fending  a  military  force,  as  neceflary  in  fuch 
an  exigency ;  dated  the  opinion  of  the  houfes  to  be, 
that  nothing  could  fo  eflfeaually  preferve  Britifh  au- 
thority in  the  tumultuous  provinces,  as  the  condign 
puni(hment  of  the  rioters ;  and  recommended  to 
his  majefty  to  revive  the  execution  of  Henry  VIII/s 
ftatute,  for  trying  within  the  realm  of  England  trea- 
fons  committed  beyond  feas.  The  propofed  revival 
of  this  hw  was  very  ftrbngly  controverted :  it  was 
the  conftitutional  privilege  of  every  Brid(h  fubjeft, 
declared  by  the  great  charter,  confirmed  by  various 
fubfequent  laws,  and  by  uniformly  eftablifhed  ufage, 
to  be  tried  by  his  peers,  and  in  the  county  in  which 
the  tranfgreflion  was  alleged  to  have  been  commit- 
ted, that,  if  innocent,  he  might  eafily  bring  forward 
fuch  teftimony  as  would  infure  his  acquittal.  The 
projected  plan  would  be  moft  iniquitous  in  its  ope- 
ration :  by  carrying  the  accufed  to  an  immenfe  dif- 
tance  from  his  friends  and  buiinefs,  it  rendered  it 
impoffible,  except  for  a  man  of  great  wealth,  to  en« 
dure  the  expence  of  bringing  over  exculpatory  evi- 
dence, or  taking  other  effectual  fteps  to  clear  him- 
felf  from  the  charge.  The  profecution,  in  effefl:, 
would  be  condemnation^  evea  if  the  defendant 

were 
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CHAP,  were  acquitted,  the  purpofes  of  jufticc  would  be  en^ 
^j.^  .^  tirely  defeated.  Minifters  alleged,  that  from  the 
»7^*  atrocity  to  which  licentioufnefs  had  rifen  in  Mafia- 
chufets,  the  revival  of  this  ftatute  was  abfolutely 
necellary  ;  that  the  legiflature  and  the  public  ought 
to  have  fo  much  confidence  in  government,  as  to  be 
convinced  that  they  would  not  harafs  innocent  per- 
fons ;  that  the  expence,  and  other  inconveniences,  to 
the  guilty,,  were  only  parts  of  their  punifhment,  and 
there  was  no  reafon  to  queftion  the  impartiality  of 
Britilh  juries.  It  Was  indeed  improbable,  that  there 
could  be  any  neceffity  for  executing  the  ad,  as  the' 
difplay  of  mingled  vigour  and  lenity  would  bring 
back  the  colonifts  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  An  hif- 
torian  wholly  uninfluenced  by  the  party  notions  of 
the  times,  cannot  but  lament  the  infatuation  of  mU 
nifters,  who,  when  the  Americans  were  fo  greatly 
difcontented  by  the  infringement  of  one  conftitu- 
tional  right  of  Britilh  fubjeifts  in  taxation  without 
their  confent,  attacked  another  conftitutional  right 
equally  valuable,  the  trial  by  peers.  The  general 
charader  of  the  policy  of  this  adminiftration  to- 
wards America,  was  feeble  anger,  which  provoked 
without  intimidating  its  objedls. 
AfTairsof         Parliament  now  turned  its  attention  to  the  affairs 

the  Eaft  In-        -*    ,        -rt    n    t     t»  mi 

dia  com-  ot  the  Eaft  India  company.  The  agreement  made 
with:  that  body,  as  well  as  the  aQ:  for  reftraining 
the  dividends,  being  now  on  the  eve  of  expiration, 
the  company  made  overtures  for  a  new.contraft; 
and  after  a  long  negotiation^  a  bargain  was  fettled 
on  the  following  terms:  the, company  was  to  con- 
tinue to  pay  to  the  public  for  .five  years,  the  annual 
fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  they  weire.al 

liberty 


pany. 
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liberty  to  increafe  their  dividend  to  twelve  wd  a  <s  ^^^  *• 
half  per  cent. ;  but  the  addition  was  not  to  estceed  ^^-v-w 
one  per  cent,  in  any  one  year.  Should  the  com-  ^^^ 
pany  in  that  period  be  obliged  to  reduce  their  divi- 
dendsy  a  proportionate  fum  was  to  be  dedu&d  iroifi 
their  payment  to  government ;  and  ihould  they  fall 
to  fix  per  cent,  the  payment  was  to  be  difcondnued. 
The  company  was  bound  to  export  Bridih  goods, 
at  an  average,  of  equal  value  to  thofe  annually  fent 
to  India  during  the  laft  five  years ;  and  fliould  ai^ 
furpltts  of  the  company's  cafh  remain  in  England 
after  the  payment  of  fpedfied  debts,  it  was  to  be 
lent  to  government  at  two  per  cent.  Thefe  (Kpula- 
tlons  were  deemed  advantageous  to  government,  and 
reckoned  a  favourable  fpedmen  of  the  official  ta- 
lents of  lord  North,  who  had  been  extremely  inftru- 
mental  in  fixine  the  conditions.  A  melTage  was  fent  D^eonti» 
this  lemon  by  the  king  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
informing  them,  that  a  debt  of  5 1 3,000  L  had  been 
incurred  by  the  civil  lift,  and  i^dng  their  aififtance 
for  its  difcharge :  the  Opponents  of  minifters  pro- 
pofed  an  inquiry  into  the  expenditure,  which  was 
negatived,  and  the  required  fum  granted;  and  oft 
the  9th  of  May  the  feflion  was  concluded. 

While  events  fo  interefting  to  England  were  going  A9*\n  tn 
on  in  Europe  and  America,  a  war  broke  out  againft  ^*^ 
the  company  in  India,  excited  and  headed  by  an 
adventuxer,  vidio,  w^thhis  fon,  proved  more  i^rmid^ 
able  enemies,  than  any  native  princes  tha^  Britain  ever 
encountered  in  the  eA&. 

Hyder  Ally,  from  being  a  common  foldier,  raifcd  ^1^^  -^iiy. 
himfelf  to  be  mafter  of  the  Myfore  country,  in  the 
mountains  between  the  eaftem  an4  weftem  coai|s 

VojL.n.  D  •    of 
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of  the  hither,  peninfula,  and  on  the  Malabar  fide 
acquired  extenfive  dominions  adjoining  the  ocean. 
.Endowed  with  vigorous  natural  talents,  he  poffefled 
^reat  military  experience,  which  was  qhiefly  at- 
tained by  a  long  fervice  among  the  Europeans.  He 
applied  himfelf  to  form  and  difcipline  his  own  army 
on  the  model  of  their  fyftem,  and  was  affifted  by  a 
number  of  French  adventurers  in.  training  his  fol- 
diers,  and  teaching  them  the  ufe  of  artillery.  This 
bold  and  ambitious  warrior  formed  a  projeft  of  ren- 
dering himfelf  matter  of  Indoflan ;  but,  aware  that 
in  the  Englifli  he  would  meet  the  moft  formidable 
opponents,  he  propofed  to  drive  them  from  India. 
With  this  view,  applying  to  the  Nizam,  viceroy  of 
the  Decan,  he,  partly  by  threats  and  partly  by  pro- 
mifes,  induced  him  to  join  in  war  againft  the  Eng- 

warin^thc  j[j{}^^  Infomicd  of  the  ucw  coiifcderacy,  the  council 
of  Madras  immediately  difpatcaed  colonel  Smith 
with  a  body  of  troops  againft  the  allied  army.  The 
Britifli  commander,  coming  up  with  the  enemy, 
drew  them  to  battle  on  the  26th  of  September  1 767, 
near  Trincomallee.  Hyder  Ally  demonftrated  him- 
felf both  a  valiant  foldier  and  an  able  general ;  but 
the  Indians,  notwithftanding  their  numbers,  being 
foon  broTcen  by  the,  impetuofity  and  force  of  the 
\  .  .  Britifh  troops,  were  completely,  defeated.  Freed 
'from  the  apprelienfion  of  Hyder  AUy*^  power,  the 
Nizam  made  peace  with  the  company,  aiid  purchafed 
their  fofgiyenefs,  py  qeding  to  them  the  cplleftion 
of  a*very  extenfive  reVenue  in*  the  BaUgat  Carnatic. 

.^  .  .   .  .    The  chieftain  of  Myfore,  finding  himfelf  unable 

to^cope  with  the  Britifli  on  the  plains,  retired  to  the 

ChautSa-  where, .through  his  ca.valry,' he" difturbed 

■■■i    "''  ** '   "*'  *    I -'  his 
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his  enemies  by  prefatory  incurfions.    In  January  chap. 
1768,  a  ftrong  armament,  fitted  out  at  Bombay,  at-  ^^m^,'l^^ 
tacked  and  took  Mangalore,  Hyder  Ally's  chief  bar-    .  ^y^S' 
hour.    By  an  unaccountable  overfight,  they  left 
very  few  troops  to  garrlfon  the  forts ;  and  thefe 
were  foon  afterwards  made  prifoners  by  Hyden  The 
war  againft  this  adventurer,  when  carried  beyond 
the  purpofes  of  defence,  was  not  attended  with  ul-  ' 
timate  advantage ;  upon  the  fyftem  adopted  by  the 
company,  field-deputies  were  appointed  to  fuperin*    - 
tend  and  control  the  commander  in  chief,  and  thefe 
interfering  in  his  plans  of  operations,  prevented  them 
from  being  effeftual.     General  Smith  had  pene- 
trated into  the  Myfore  country;  and  might  have  ad- 
vanced to  Seringapatam,  but  he  was  counteraSed 
by  the  deputies,  whofe  gains  depended  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  war,  and  not  on  the  atchievement  of 
conqueft.  Trufting  to  the  celerity  of  his  own  troops, 
Hyder,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Englifli  general,  battened 
to  the  Camatic,  plundered  the  company's  ally  the 
nabob  of  Arcot,  and  compelled  Smith  to  return  to 
the  defence  of  the  Cc^romandel  coaft.  Taught  by  ex- 
perience, he  avoided  a  general  engagement  with 
the  Englifli,  but  ftraitened  their  quarters,   cut  off 
their  fupplies,  s^nd  exhaufted  them  in  unavailing 
purfuits  and  marches.     Meanwhile,  having  ftrength- 
ened  his  caufe  by  alliances  with  Mahratta  chieftains, 
and  increafed  his  army,  he  had  the  boldnefs  to  ad- 
vance with  a  large  body  of  horfe  almoft  to  the  gates 
of  Madras.     Colonel  Wood,  with  a  detachmerit, 
attacked  a  fort  called  Mulwaggle  on  Hyder's  fron- 
tiers, but  was  repulfed.    Encouraged  by  this  ad- 
vantage, Hyder  determined  tp  hazard  a  battle :  a 
D  2  conteft 


36  HISTORT  OF  THE 

CHAP,  conteft  took  place .  on  the  4th  of  Odober,  more 
■_X"^'  -obftmate  than  any  that  had  been  fought  between 
'769      ^he  Englifli  and  Indians,  and  each  party  was  re- 
peatedly obliged  to  retreat ;  but  at  laft,  after  hav- 
ing cauied  great  lofs  to  the  Yiftors,  the  Myforean 
abandoned  the  field.     Hyder  did  not  again  yen* 
jture  a  battle,  but  continued  the  haraffing  fpedes  of 
war  which  had  lb  much  annoyed  the  EngUiOi.     He 
again  marched  towards  Madras ;  but,  knowing  diat 
if  he  attacked  it  an  engagement  would  be  unavoid- 
able, he  did  not  make  the  attempt.     Tired  of  a  war 
which  required  very  great  expenditure  without  any 
pf  ofped  c^  adequate  recompence,  the  Engfifli  made 
overtures  for  peace,  which  thdr  antagonift  very  wil- 
lingly accepted }  and  a  treaty  was  ccmctuded  on 
the  3d  of  April  1 768,  on  the  general  principle  of  re- 
ftitutbn  of  conquefts,     Hyder  was  the  abJeft  fodian 
foe  with  whom  Britain  had  ever  been  engaged ;  and 
this  was  the  firft  war  between  the  company  and  a 
native  power  in  which  they  acquired  no  advantage, 
and  incurred  all  the  lofs  of  their  expences. 
Europe.  lu  Europe,  the  eyes  of  the  different  nations  were, 

daring  this  and  part  of  the  preceding  year,  turned 
chiefly  to  the  very  unequal  cMleft  that  was  carrying 
cm  between  France  and  the  finaU  ifii»d  of  Cor(ica» 
As  fbon  as  the  treaty  between  his  chriftian  majdly 
.and  Genoa  was  pi&li&ed,  sand  die  invalien  of  the 
iiland  appeared  certain,  a  general  meetrag  of  liie  na- 
tion was  held  at  Gorta ;  and,  after  a.  very  aidmated 
and  elegant  Ipeeck  by  Pafcal  PaoK,  it  was  deter- 
.mined  to  de&nd  their  liberties  to- the  laft  extremity. 
On  the  24th  of  June  1768,  the  French  troops 
landed^  and  found  the  iilanders  detemuned  to  re- 

fift 
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lift.  The  brave  Corficans  4Hputed  every  inch  of  o  h  a  p. 
ground  againft  a  numerons  and  well-difcipfiiied  ^"i;^ 
army,  and  frequently  defeated  them  in  fevere  &ir.  rh' 
miflies.  The  French  commander  in  chief  iflued  ^allfceoT 
a  proclamation,  full  of  promifes  if  the  Corficans  corfiw. 
fubmitted,  and  of  threats  if  they  continued  to  oppoft 
the  king.  Rioli  having  laid  thefe  propofals  before 
the  affembly,  they  tore  the  papers,  trampled  them 
with  the  greateft  marks  of  rage  and  indignation, 
and  unanimouliy  concurred  in  calling  out  £3r  war. 
The  French,  being 'now  reinforced  by  firefli  troops 
from  home,  made  confiderable  progrefs  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Colo ;  but  Paoli,  who  had  been  watdhi- 
ing  a  body  of  the  enemy  in  another  quarter,  haftily 
advanced  to  this  diftri^,  and  on  the  nth  of  Sep* 
tember  attacked  and  defeated  them  with  great  flaugh- 
ter.  In  the  cour/e  of  the  fummer,  the  Corficans 
continued  to  gain  fignal  advantages ;  and  the  refuk 
was  fo  important,  that  during  the  remainder  of  the 
campaign,  the  French,  though  recruited  from  the 
continent,  were  obliged  to  ad  on  die  defenfive. 
The  Corficans  had  been  infpirited  to  thefe  gallant 
efforts  by  the  hope  of  foreign  affiftance,  without 
which,  they  well  knew,  their  exertions  againft  fiich 
a  power  as  France  muft  be  ultimately  hppeiefs. 
To  England  principally  they  had  looked  for  aid, 
expecting  that  country  to  be  the  beft  mcKned  to 
vindicate  liberty  and  oppofe  the  ambition  of  France, 
and  the  mod  able  to  fend  them  alTiftance  in  their ' 
infular  fituation.  But  the  court  of  VerTailles  well 
knew,  that  they  had  not  to  dread  a  William  Ktt  in 
the  Englifli  cabinet ;  that  the  British  miniftry  were 
weak)  diftraded,  ui}equal  to  internal  and  colonial 
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CHAP,   politics,  and  without  either  the  difpofition  or  the 
i^^^JL^  ability  to  take  an  adive  and  effedual  part  in  fordgn 
1769.      afiairs.  During  the  winter,  the  French  leaders  prefled 
.  thefe  confiderations  on  the  Corfican  chiefs;  not  a  few 
of  whom  began  to  confider  their  refiftance  as  de« 
fperate.    Thefe  fentiments,  however,  did  not  im- 
mediately appear  in  their  condud:.     In  January  and 
February  1769,  they  made  feveral  attempts  on  the 
French  quarters ;  but  were  frequently  repulfed.    As 
the  fpring  advanced,  the  French,  taking  the  field, 
made  confiderable  progrefs,  though  the  brave  ifland- 
ers  maintained  their  caufe  with  the  warmeil  zeal 
and  unimpaired  refolution.     In  the  beginning  of 
April,  the  count  de  Vaux  landed  with  fo  many  troops 
as*made  the  French  army  amount  to  30,000  men, 
and  feveral  engagements  took  place :  in  the  firft,  the 
Corficans  werefuperior:  in  the  fecond,  neither  party 
gained  any  dedfiye  advantage :  in  the  third,  how- 
ever, the  iflanders  were  totally  defeated  with  dread- 
ful flaughter ;  and,  to  heighten  the  difafter,  one  of 
their  chiefs  betrayed  his  diftreffed  country,  ind  with 
eight  hundred  men  joined  the  enemy.      In  May, 
the  greater  part  of  the  ifland  was  over-run,  and  their 
chief  towns  were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  French. 
Their  patriotic  and  gallant  leader  Paoli,  however, 
with  about  five  hundred  men,  ilill  continued  to  re- 
fift.     Thefe  heroes  were  at  laft  furroimded  by  four 
thoufand  of  the  enemy,  when  he  energetically  afked 
them,  if  they  would  inglorioufly  furrender,  or  die 
free  men  with  fword  in  hand.     They  unanimouily 
embraced  the  latter  alternative,  attacked  the  French, 
and  with  great  flaughter  on  both  fides  the  furvivors 
of  the  Corficans  made  their  way  through  the  enemy. 

Paoli 
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i^olr  havmg  for  two  days,  with  fonie  of  lilsmelldS  c*  h  a  p] 
Md  attendants,  eluded  the  fearch  of  the  enemy;  ^^J["i;^ 
got  on  board  bh  Englifli  ftiip  at  Pbrto  Vecchia,  "«id      ,769! 
was  landed  at  Leghorn,  where  he  was  received  both 
by  the  inhabitaxits  and  others,  more  as  a  triumphant 
conqueror,  than  as  an  exile  ffom  a  conquered  coiinlsyi 
From  Leghorn  he.  failed  ,to  England,  where  he  'aifo 
met  with  the  moft  flattering  reception,  and  from  that 
time  refidedfc  •  Corfica  having  become  a  part  of  the 
French  donlinions,   its  government  was  modelled' 
according^;  the  will*  of  the  French  king,  itcndered 
totally  dependent  upon  him,  and*  an  appendage  .!• 
the  moft  contiguous  French  dSlrift  of  Province*  •  * 
.  in  America^;  the  propofied  change  iQ  trials  for  tr^^  America. 
fon^xlotQn^yeIfclgedthe.bef<M•edlfeflfeaed,butdv^Ii  ^^Z^"" 
?Jarmed  tlje  Idyal  and  fisdthfid  pardaan^  of  the  kiftg  ^"^^ 
and  mot:her*>cou»try.    To  tranfport  an  atxufedper^ 
fon^  before,, die  effeibliftjnent  trf  guilt,  over  antiiri* 
menfe. ocean  of  three  thoufsliid^ixuies  ;  to  tear  frofq 
his  family,  friends,  and  county,  a  m^vn^  in4^e  ey^ 
of  the  law  innocent ;  to  cairy  lum  away  for  many 
months  from  his  lawful  bnfinefe,  *  by '  which  he^iifli 
lained  his  children,  and  upheiij.iiw  rank  in  foclety; 
was  in  efieft  equal  to  banifhment,  and  an  in%£^i<5M 
of  the  moft.  cruel  penalties,  before  it  wa^  proved  th« 
any  punilhment  was  juft.    Such  a  meafure,  6ver]( 
perfon  of  common  fagacity  muft  fee,  was  totallyiiW 
confiftent  with  the  principles  of  ihaturah  juri^^^^- 
dence,  and  with  both  the  letter  and  fpdrit  01  Biitifh- 
criminal  law.     Even  thofe  who  had  uniformly  fup* 
ported  the  legiflative  fupremacy  of  Britain,  begaa^to- 
queftion  -an  authprity  defigned  to  be  exerciled"  iiV 
fuch  oppreflion.    In  MiiTachufeta  for  a  fhort  time^ 
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c  HAP.  1^  ypqiefted  ieheme  produced  feme  tSkSt  in  re» 
w--v^w  pvvffiilg  the  dtfbrden ;  this,  however,  arofe  merdy 
'7^9*  fram  ftive  of  the  fekliers;  but,  as  they  vere  not  em» 
ployed  in  executiiig  aay  vigorous  meifures  for  re- 
ftrainmg  diforders,  the  fears  of  the  colonifts  focn 
vaoilhed.  The  aflembly,  maintaining  the  propofi* 
tion  to  be  unjuft,  uneonftitutional,  and  tyrannical, 
fbraoed  refelutions  td  refift  its  operation :  they  voted 
ehai^  ^ainft  their  governor  for  mifeondii£)^ ; 
vAikhj  with  a  petition  for  his  removal,  they  tranf- 
ttitted  to  £nglaftd.  The  other  colonial  aflemUies 
ff  probated  the  revered  ftatute  with  no  Icfs  force  of 
reafon  Chan  the  New  Englanders.;  and  feme  of  diem 
inA  ftiU  greater  feveri^  of  expreffion^  accompanied 
by  tpom  violent  refohttions.  Bitter  altercations  took 
place  between  the  aSsmblies  and  the  governors, 
fome  of  whom  imitated  Mr.  Bernard  in  diflblving 
thefe  meeting;.  Such  ads,  £air  from  benefiting  the 
parent-country,  diffii£id  diiiatig&£Uon  more  widely, 
by  ^muiipg  through  the  people  the  fentiments 
vidtdch  had  prevailed  in  the  aflemblies.  The  en« 
mity  of  the  Americans  to  die  fcheme  of  the  prefent 
yeaVf  contributed  v^ry  powerfully  to  the  promodon 
mi  octenfion  of  the  aflbciations  agaunft  BritUh  com- 
liodities.  Committees  were  appointed  in  all  the 
principal  towns,  to  infpcA  cargoes  from  Britain,  and 
to  report  to  die  eonftituents  if  any  perfons  had  pur-* 
chafed  pixihibited  articles.  Whoever  were  found  to 
tamaigre&  the  refoliitionft  of  the  afibciators,  were  pub- 
licly i^nfured  in  their  meetings,  which  moreover 
infertod  their  names  in  tiie  neMd^pers,  to  render 
tfcem  odious  to  the  people*  By  thefe  combinations, 
sefi^ttdy  deteimined  t^  perfevero  In  their  purpde, 

Britifh 
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BikUh commerce  fu&red  a  very  great  immaAotki  en  kjh. 
It  iras  found,  on  an  mveftigation,  that  the  exportt  w-^'^ 
from  this  country  to  America  in  1769,  fdl  flibrt  by  "^ 
feven  hundred  and  forty-four  thou£ind  pounds  of 
thofe  of  the  year  1768.  It  appeared  alio,  that  the  . 
revenue  from  America,  which  had  been  in  17^7 
one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  poinds,  in  1768 
had  ieflened  to  feventy  thoufand,  and  in  1769  was 
fo  low  as  thirty  thoufand.  The  aflbciadon  had  can^ 
fined  the  prohibition  of  the  fpedfied  articles  to  thofe 
of  Britiih  growth  or  manufacture ;  the  natural  con* 
fequenceof  which  was,  that  they  began  to  be  fmug* 
gled  irom  foreign  countries,  efpecially  from  France ; 
and  thus  the  two  ads  of  this  adminiilration,  the 
law  of  1767  for  railing  a  revenue  fronif  Amcricai 
and  the  propofel  in  1 769  of  reviving  an  oppreffivc  fta- 
tuteof  a  tyrannical  prince,  long  obfolete  for  its  ab- 
furdity  and  ihjuftice,  prevented  the  ufe  of  Britiih  qia- 
nufkdures,  deftroyed  an  important  branch  of  com-* 
merce,  impaired  revenue,  encouraged  the  produce 
and  trade  of  continental  Europe,  and  enriched  our 
commercial  and  political  rivals  :  fo  narrow  were  the 
views  of  the  minifters  of  that  time,  andfo  extenfive 
were  the  confequences  of  their  weaknefs,  rafhnefst 
andimpolicy ! 

During  the  fummer,  difcontents  arofe  in  £ng« 
bnd  to  a  greater  height  than  in  any  preceding  pe- 
riod of  the  reign.  Although  the  condud  of  admi* 
niftration  refpe&ing  America  had  its  ihare  in  excit« 
ing  diflatisfadion,  yet  the  chief  caufe  was  the  pror 
ceedings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  efpecially  with  regard 
to  the  Middlefex  elefUoai  The  nomination  of  Mr, 
Lutterel  involved  in  it  a  totally  difierent  quefUonfrom 
the  expuUion  of  Mr.  Wilkes.    The  expulfion,  whe« 
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dwr  well  or.  ill  founded,  was  a  queftion  of  indivi- 
dual conduft,  of  which  the  jufticef  or  injuftic^  ter- 
minated in  Mr.  Wilkes  hiinfelf,  without  afifefting 
any  other  perfon;  but  the  nomination  of  a  man 
fupportfed  by  a  minority  involved  a  conftitutional 
right,  and  the  decifion  might  eventually  affeft  many 
others.  A  fubjeft  which  fo  greatly  agitated  and  in* 
terefted  the  public  mind,  naturally  became  a  theme 
of  literary  difcuffion,  and  the  ableft  men  were  en- 
gaged on  both  fide^  The  queftion  at  iffue  was, 
Whether,  expulfion  t:onftituted  difqualification  dur- 
ing the  current  parliament  ?  The  fupporters  of  the 
-  affirmative  tontended,  that  th^  power  of  difquali-^ 
fying  perfons  from  being  members  of  its  body  was 
inherent  JQ.  the  hoirfe  of  commons,  and  that  its  ex- 
ertion could  be  demjonftrated  from  precedents.  The 
force  of  JDr.'  Johnfon  was  employed  on  this  fide  of 
the  Queftion,  in  the  effay  which  was  intitled, 
"  Falfe  Alarm  :'?  and  his  chief  argument  was,  that 
the  power  of  difqualifying  expelled  members,  was 
necefiary  to  the  houfe  of  commons  j  *as  expulfioA 
with  re-eligibility  would  be  a  nominal,  not  a  real 
puniflinient.  He  alfo  quoted  the  cafe  of  fir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  dwelt  on  the  individual  charafter  of 
Mr.  Wilkes.  Political  expediency,  however,  could 
not  prove  exifting  law;  and  individual  character 
was  irrelative  to  a  queftion  of  privilege  between  con- 
ftituents  and  the  reprefentative  body.  The  writer 
who  entered  moft  fully  and  minutely  into  this  quef- 
tion, upon  the  real  grounds  of  law  and  precedent,, 
was  the  celebrated  Junius.  He  defied  his  adver-. 
faries  to  produce  any  ftatute  applicable  to  the  fub- 
je£l:.     The  precedent  on  which  minifters  refted,,was 

the 
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the  care  of  Walpole ;  but,  as  Junius  fliews,  the  c  k  a  p. 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe  was  quite  difFerent*^  Mr,  i^J^^^Ii^ 
Wilkes  was  expelled,  fo  was  Mr,  Walpole ;  Mn  *y^9^ 
Wilkes  was  re-eleded  by  a  majority  of  votes,  fo 
was  Mr*  Walpok.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  oppofi^g  candidate,  petitioned  parliament,  that 
he,  though  fupported  by  a  minority,  fliould  be  re- 
turned ;  the  houfe  determined  that  Mr*  Taylor  was 
not  duly  eleded.  Mr.  Lutterd,  fupported  by  a  mi- 
nority, was  declared  by  the  houfe  to  be  duly  re* 
turned.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  declared  incapable  of 
being  elefted,  becaufe  he  had  been  expelled  j  Mr. 
Walpole  was  declared  incapable  of  fitting  in  par- 
liament,  not  becaufe  he  had  been  expelled,  but  be- 
caufe he  was  deemed  guilty  of  a  breach  of  truft  and 
notorious  corruption  in  his  officii!  chara^er  of  fecre- 
tary  at  war. 

The  Middlefex  eleftion  was  one  occafion  which 
called  forth  the  epiftolary  eloquence  of  this  re- 
nowned writer ;  but  the  objeds  of  its  exertion  and 
the  range  of  its  expatiation  were  far  more  extenfive. 
During  the  fupremacy  of  the  whigs,  the  influence 
of  public  opinion  had  very  rapidly  increafed  through- 
out the  Englifli  nation.  The  fame  fpirit  of  inquiry 
that  had  fcrutinized  the  aftions  of  the  Stuart  princes, 
operated  with  redoubled  force  after  the  revolution 
had  afcertained  the  extent  and  bounds  of  privilege 
and  prerogative;  and  the  confequent  laws  had 
fan&ioned  the  ufe  of  freedom's  moft  powerful  en- 
gine,  the  prefs,  tried  and  proved  in  the  contentions 
of  the  whigs  and   torries  in  the  reigns  of  Williaili 

*  See  Letter  xvL  dated  July  I9>h,  1769. 
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CHAP,  and  Aime ;  of  minifterid  and  antipmiulfteriai  par- 

VIII 

K^m^,^  ties,  while  Walpole  fat  at  the  helm  of  aflUrs:  the 
*7^9'  efficacy  of  this  energetic  inftrument  was  more  fully 
effayed  fince  the  acceilion  of  the  prefent  fovcreign 
to  the  throne ;  and  moft  fuccefsfuUy  employed  in 
counterading  the  liberal  and  comprehenfive  policy 
which,  without  refpe£t  of  parties,  fought  official 
fitnefs  in  the  minifters  of  the  crown.  Mifs4>pre- 
hending,  or  perverting  ingenuity,  charged  the  £idlure 
of  erroneous  or  premature  means  to  the  impolicy 
of  the  general  end ;  and  endeavoured  to  demon- 
ftratc,  that  every  cenfurable  meafure  of  individual 
/  minifters  arofe  from  the  new  fyftem,  and  that  the 
only  remedy  for  the  evils  under  which  the  country 
and  its  dependencies  labour,  was  the  renewal  of  the 
whig  monopoly*.  Thcfe  were  the  propofitions 
which  the  parliamentary  orators  of  the  ariftocratical 
confederacy  wiflied  to  inculcate  themfelves,  and  alfo 
to  diffeminate  through  literary  co-adjutors.  To  this 
phalanx  of  oppofition  and  difcontent,  feveral  fena- 
tors,  and  many  writers,  who  were  not  partisans, 
adhered }  in  the  courfe  of  the  contefts,  the  high 
find  growing  authority  of  the  prefs  was  daily  more 
manifeft,  and  in  the  eflimation  of  the  multitude 
rivalled  parliament  itfelf,  and  the  whig  t  combina* 
tion  entertained  fanguine  hopes,  that  through  in- 
triniic  force,  aided  by  literary  eloquence  that  fanned 
the  popular  flame,  they  fliould  at  length  fucceed  in 
refl:oring  the  former  fyftem,  and   recovering  the 

*  See  the  fcope  of  oppofition  writings,  but  efpecially  Burke 
on  the  difcontents,  and  Junius's  Letters. 

f  See  Letters  to  the  duke  of  Grafton,  &c.  and  to  the  dukes 
of  Grafton  and  Bedford,  and  lord  Mansfidd« 

direSion 
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direSion  of  the  royal  councils.    To  regain  for  the  c  ha  !»• 
whigs  and  their  fupporters  the  fole  pofleifion  of  the  v— ^/-^i/ 
political  fortrefe,  fought  their   champion  Junius.      '^^' 
Perfbnal    motives    evidently  inflamed  this  writer 
againft  individual  officm  of  the  crown,  whom  party 
confiderations  induced  him  to  ailail,  as  members  of 
a  body  which  was  to  be  driven  from  the  councils 
of  the  king,  to  make  way  for  the  reiloration  of  the 
whigs*    He  began  his  warfare  in  January  1 769,  by 
a  general  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  country ;  defcribed 
Britain,  as  internally  diftraded,  and  as  little  regarded 
by  foreign  powers :  and  afluming  the  truth  0/  hb 
account,  imputed  the  alleged  evils  to  the  new  fyllem 
and  the  exifting  minifters.     He  thence  defcended  to        ' 
ipeclflc  meafures,  and  the  refpedive  chara£lers  of 
the  chief  members  of  the  adminiftration ;  with  a 
two-fold  purpofe,  of  deriving  the  counfels  from  the 
new  plan  of  royal  policy,  and  its  alleged  framer     ^ 
and  condudor  lord  Bute ;  and  demonftrating  that 
the  chief  officers  of  the  crown  were,  from  private 
profligacy,  public  corruption,  or  political  prepof* 
leflions,  the  fitted  for  carrying  it  into  execution  *• 
The  Middlefex  eledion,  at  an  early  period  of  his 
work,  afforded  him  an  opp(»rtunity  of  inveighing 
againil    minifters,    and  attacking    parliament  as 
meanly  condefcending  to  be  the  tool  c^  government 
in  violating  the  rights  of  eledors,  and  depriving 
Englifiimen  of  their  conllitutional  and  moil  valu- 
able franchife.     Keeping  diredly  to  his  purpofe^ 
he  deduced  the  Middlefex  eledion  from  the  new 
fyftem,  and  the  minifters  who  had  been  chofen  to 

*  He  accufet  lords  Maiuficld  and  Bute  with  jacobinifm. 
See  L«ttert,  pafim. 
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CHAP,  render  it  efFeftuaU  To  the  fame  caufe  he  afcribed 
>— ^.-^1^  the  various  afts,  legiflative,  executive,  and  judicial, 
*^^  'which  he  reprobated  in  the  courfe  of  his  writings. 
With  fldlful  unity  of  defign,  the  details  and  refult  of 
his  eloquence,  were  adapt»i  to  his  purpofes  of  impref- 
iing  the  public  with  an  opinion,  that  the  whole  policy 
of  the  prefent  reign  had  been  unconftitutional  in 
principles,  at  once  feeble  and  oppreffive  in  operation, 
and  pernicious  in  efFeft.  Advanced  not  in  the  im- 
paffioned  hour  of  contentious  and  temporary  de- 
bate, but  in  an  uniform  feries  of  deliberate  inculca- 
tion,  fuch  aflertions  evidently  conveyed  an  indi- 
reft  cenfure  of  the  fovereign  ;  but  circuitous  attack 
was  not  fufEcient  for  the  purpofe  of  Junius.  A, 
dired  addrefs  to  the  king  himfelf,  he  thought.  Would 
more  effeQually  accompliih  the  end  for  which  he 
employed  his  pen.  Compofed  with  exquifite  fkil! 
and  great  ability ;  dexteroufly  adapted  to  thie  po- 
pular prejudices,  and  the  views  of  the  whigs,  his 
letters  had  converged  all  the  rays  of  difcontent  into 
one  focus ;  now  was  the  time  for  exciting  a  flame, 
which  fhould  confume  every  objeft  that  was  hoftile 
to  the  confederacy  of  the  whigs.  He  wrote  a  letter, 
that  contained  a  diredt  and  virulent  attack  on  the 
conduft  and.  government  of  the  king  ;  in  which  the 
errors  imputed  to  the  monarch's  adminiftration 
were  his  derelidion  of  the  policy*  of  his  two  prede- 
ceffors ;  his  choice  of  fervants  without  regard  to  the 
whig  conneftion,  his  employment  of  Scotchmen, 
and  the  feries  of  fucceffive  meafures  which  thefe 
changes  had  produced.      The  confequences  (faid 

♦  Juniu8'5  Letter  to  the  King,  December  19th,  1769. 

Junius 
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Junius  to' his  fovereign)  muft  be  diffatisfa£kion,  re-  chap. 
bellion,  and  revolution:    unlefs   the  king   fliould   s—^.--^ 
ceafe  to  govern  according   to  his  •  own  judgment       *^^''l 
and  choice,  and  fliould  yield  his  underflanding  and 
will  to  the  implicit  direction  of  a  party.     Such  was 
•the  objed  and  nature  of  the  Letters  of  Junius,  which 
continued  to  be  publiflied  for  near  four  years  ;  and 
Xo  infure  almoft  unprecedented  circulation  through 
the  union  of  the  prevalent  violence  of  popular  H-- 
centioufhefs,   with  vigorous  and   maflerly  compo- 
fition.     For  cleamefs,  precifion,  and  force  of  (lyle,  objc.^  ani 
feleck  phrafeology,  dexterous  arrangement,  impref-  orVhUrt- 
fivenefs  of  mjihner,  giving  the  materials  the  mofl:  ^'^^**'°*'^ 
pointed  effed,  thefe  produftioiis  have  rarely  been 
exceeded,  and  not  often  equalled,  by  political  publi- 
cations ;  but  he  who  fliall  look  into  Junius  for  a 
clofe  chain  of  aatecedents  and  confequents,  fads, 
and  legitimate  inferences,  will  be  difappointed,  by 
feeking  for  what  the  author  never  intended  to  be- 
llow, ami  what  would  not  have  anfwered  his  purpofc. 
Junius  COULD  rcafon  clearly  and  ftrohgly ;  but  he 
did  not  conftantly  argue  conclufively,  becaufe  his 
objea  was,  not  to  enlighten  the  underftanding,  but 
to  inflame  the  paflions.     He  gratified  the  people  by 
repeating  to  them,  in  flirong  and  nervous  language, 
their  ovm  notions  and  feelings  :    he  pleaf(^d  them 
not  by  the  juftnefs  of  performance,  but  by  dexter- 
oufly  chinadng  their  favourite  tunes.      His  charges 
^gainft  the  dukes  of  Grafton  and  Bedford  reprefent 
thofe  noblemen  as  the  mofl  profligate  and  aban- 
doned  men  that  ever  had   difgraced  the   Britifh 
ienate  or  cabinet ;  but  what  impartial  eftimator  of 
political.,  chltirtflberd  would  form  his  judgment  from 

accufations 
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c  H  A  F.  acctifations  that  were  fubftantiated  by  no  jiroof^ 
'i^%_j  and  totally  inconfiftent  with  probabiUty?  The 
*7h'  illuftrious  Mansfield  he  defcribed  as  a  mofl  cor- 
rupt and  unjuft  judge,  as  a  mean  time-fenring  and 
unprincipled  courtier,  and  as  a  jacoUte,  inimical  to 
the  king  and  government  which  he  [»rofe&d  to 
fupport.  What  weight  would  an  impartial  invefti* 
gator  of  merit  allow  to  fuch  calumnious  allqptions, 
not  only  unfupported  by  any  proof,  but  difproved 
by  the  whole  tenor  and  courfe  of  the  life  and  condud 
of  their  objed.  Aware,  that  in  the  mifapprehenfion 
of  party  rage,  the  finder  of  dignity  and  merit  was 
one  road  to  popularity,  Junius  infulted  a  much  more 
exalted  charader,  and  completed  his  calumny  by 
charges  which  were  equally  faUb  and  fedidous. 
Hiflory,  after  taking  a  retrofpe£tive  view  of  Grecian 
and  Roman  demagogues,  will  fcarcely  be  able  to 
prefent  fuch  an  inftance  of  invedive,  ingenious  and 
and  inflammatory  ;  fcurrility,  nervous  and  elegant ; 
plaufible  fophiftry,  impreflive  declamation,  poignant 
and  farcaftic  malice,  as  in  the  £ngli(h  orator  of  the 
Ikon  Mask.  Thefe  anonymous  effufions  were  not 
piized  only  by  fuch  critics  as  compofed  Mr.  Wilkes's 
eledion  mobs,  but  by  readers  of  real  abilities  and 
learning,  who,  hoftile  to  government,  and  approving 
the  fpirit  which  they  breathed,  did  not  rigoroufly 
krutinize  the  arguments ;  men  of  tafte,  charmed 
with  the  beauties  of  the  compofition,  overlooked 
the  reafoning  and  tendency ;  and  nev^  was  a  po- 
litical work  more  univerfally  perufod  than  the  Letters 
of  Junius. 

Miniftcrs,  aware  of  the  prevailing  difcontents,  en- 
deavoured to  procure  addrefles  Ivhich  m%ht  coun- 

teraft 
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tcraft  the  popular:  fjlirit,  butwerc  m  Enghcrtrfrby n^  c  d  A'  ^- 
means  fucqe&ful.    Eflbc,  Kent,  Sutry,  aad  SaUlp,  .iJ!!J^ 
'were  the  (Hilypounties ;  the^niverihfcs -of  *Oxfef d      ir^i- 
and  Cambridge,  ibe  cities  of  Biiftoi  and  Coventry, 
and  the  town  of  Liverpool,  the*  .only .  corporatiotis 
of  note  that  exprefled  the'  femimentS'  defired  by 
government.     From  Scotland,  however,  tlie  ad- 
drefles  were  more  niiimerous  and  agrdsable  to  tnr^ 
mftry*.    Petitions,  on  the  conti^ary,  were  prefenieft  Petitions. 
£rom  many  counties,  cities,  and  corporations,  aniS 
thefe  were  of  tv^o  very  different  cbfiesroAe  fes, 
dKiugh  e^qplicit,  was  temperate  4  and,  tbou^  fb:- 
cible,  decorous :  of  this  (pedes,  the  b^ft' >vrittai 
and  moit  diftinguUhed  were  from  Bttckin^samflnos    ' 
and  Yorkflure,  fufqxofed  tx)  hav£  bcenjrcipdQiecIy 
fraihed  by  Mr.  Barke  and  fir  George.  &»dUe« 
Thefeiconfined  tfaemfelves  to  the  rigb^  of  elddipn, 
wMch  tibtey  aiTefted  to  be  vidbited ;  aAd,  eitber  in- 
^^dy  vOr.  fexpifefsly,  prayed  for  3  .diflblmiott,0f 
parliament.    Ilie  other  -€}9&^  tboygh  nonunally 
petiljolisi :  ^cpe^  lalfe .  stud  iJAdflgeiiit  i'§monfttanees ; 
x>f thfefep  the  aioft  noted  aad.  projiiwnt  w«re  fr^p    , 
Middlef<^  ind  ^fe  c«y  of  Jfipijiftnt.    Tl^ey  prp&tfed  ReaMm. 
to  rerie;wJ)ie  whole  feric!^:.<)faQ:t  during  bis  p.refept  thTcUy^f 
majcfty's  *9ff^  Accordiog  to  th^  acoountithe  king  ^''^'' 
hAd  hocsk  wufcwrmly  direfted  by  profligate,  ooimfel-    . 
lors,  whp  had  inlbfed  into  the  royal  lAlndfentioitiits 
and  coonfefe  of  the  moft  dangerous  tedde^ey  to  ihti 
UiertiA.  and  hs^»ne(s  of  his  fubjefts ;  from  tbofe 

•  See  State  Papers,  1769.  \     ^  ,1 

t  See  in  the  State  P^ers,  the  petition  of  the'MiddfrfeK  cleft-* 
on.  May  i^idxt  l^69}  ftnd  t^e  London  petitioi\  of  June  ^oth, 

Vo*-.  n*  E  .    pemrdous 
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c  H  A  F.  pefnidous  counfeky  according  to  their  affertion  and 

v«^^.^-^  enumtriuioQ,  had  jproceeded  the  comipoon  of  all 

»7«9-      the  orders,  and  isolation  of  the  moft  facred  rights  of 

Englifhmen ;  and  the  reign  of  the  king  was  a  tiflue^ 

of  unjuft,  tyramucal,  and  crud  ads,  flowing  from 

the  legiflative,  executive,  and  judicative  dlates: 

after  this  flatement^  they  proceeded  to  pray,  that  he 

would  bani(h  from  his  royal  &vour,  truft,  and  con- 

iidence,     his    evil    and    pernicious    counfellors* 

Though  the  tenor,  and  language  of  the  Middkfex 

.and  London  petitions  were  eflentblly  the  fame,  the 

latter  was  rendered  more  notorious,  by  the  perfever- 

.ance  of  unfounded  expoftulation  with  which  its 

promoters  obtruded  their  abdfive  charges  upon 

thdir  fovereign.    Falie  as:  many  of  the  allegations 

wese,  yet,  coming  from  the  mbfl  opulent  body  in 

the  kingdom,  they  had  very  great  influence  in 

fpreadihg  the  difcontents,  and  the   diflatisiadioft 

had  rifen  to  an  ^ra^irdinary  height  hefore  the 

meeting  of  the  legiilat^iie.  ^       ^      t    .   ; 

•T70*     t    O^arliament  was  a^S^mbt^d  on  the  9th' of  Januitrf 

M^lll^'t.  '  1 770  i  atfd,  contrary  ti  ^pular  expe&ation,  his  ma* 

jefty^s  fptech  did  not  mention  the  public  dUcon* 

tents.  Onei  Aibfeft  of  which  the  kiiig  fp^e,  though 

really  ofverygpeatifnpdrtiince,  was  much  ricBcuIed 

by  thefpe^ers  and  writers*  o£c^pcfition«    An 

kifedious  diftem|>er  hating  broken    but  among 

the  cattle,  threatened  one  of  the  chief  articles  c^ 

provifion/    The  king,  by  the  advice  of  his  privy 

council,  had  taken  every  ftep  which  he  thought 

IS&ely  to  ftop  the  contagion,  and  confulted  his  par- 

*  See  Jit^ttt^t  Letter  to  the  duke  of  GraftOB,  February  l4xHt 

&  Hament 


RfiIGN  OF  GEORGE  IIL  *s!i 

liatnent  on  farther  meafures  to  be  adopts  coft*  chap. 
ceming  a  matter  of  the  higheft  national  importance,  ,^^1^^1^ 
He  exprefled  his  regret,  that  his  endeavours  to  tran-  1770* 
quiUize  America  had  not  been  attended  with  the  de- 
fired  fuccefs;  and  that  combinations  had  been  formed 
to  deftroy  the  commercial  connection  between  our  co- 
lonial provinces  and  this  country.  He  had,  however, 
recdvedthe  ftrongeft  aflurances,  that  the  prefent  dif* 
tnrbsinces  in  Europe  would  not  interrupt  the  quiet 
of  Great  Britain.  The  debate  upon  the  addrefs  co^ 
tained  a  very  wide  range  of  animadverfion,  and  greaft 
acrimony  of  cenfure,  into  which  the  oppofitioninboth 
houfes  introduced  the  Middlefex  election,  the  pr^- 
vailing  difc^ntents  in  England,  and  the  commotions 
in  America,  and  urged  the  diflblution  of  parliament 
and  a  total  thange  of  counfels.  Minifters,  adm^ting 
that  difcontents  exifted,  imputed  them  to  the  fpif h 
of  &dion,  and  the  fpeeches,  writings,  and  petitions*, 
which  had  been  thence  produced }  they,  however, 
were  by  no  means  unanimous.  Lords  Camden  aitd 
Shelbume  withdrew  from  counfels  fo  different  froth 
thofe  which  they  and  their  admired  friend  brd 
Chatham  would  have  fupported  or  approved.  Soon  Refigoation 
after,  to  the  great  aftonilhment  of  the  nation,  the  ^J  Q^afon! 
duke  of  Grafton,  on  the  28th  of  January,  refigned 
his  office  of  firft  lord  of  the  treafury.  Lord  Cam- 
'  den  and  Mr.  Dunning,  his  chief  fupporters  in  their 
refpe&ive  houfes,  had  ihewn  themfelves  inimical  to 
the  meafures  which  had  been  recently  purfued; 
befides,  the  duke  of  Grafton  profefTed  himfelf  the 
political  pupil  of  the  illuftrious  Chatham;  and 
though,  during  the  illnefs  and  inadion  of  that  (latef- 
man,  he  had  fwerved  from  his  principles,  opinions, 
|1 2  and 
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CHAP,  and  maxims,  he  ftfll  avomfed  the  higbeO:  vene- 
W'-v'^  ration  for  his  charader  and  fentiment^.  Perfedly 
*3^7o.  recovered,  lord  Chatham  was  now  returned  tb 
parliament,  and  with  his  wanted  vigour  attacked  the 
fyftem  and  meafures  of  adminiftration.  The  oppo- 
fition  of  all  his  ableft  friends,  Grafton  could  not 
endure,'  In  addition  to  thefe  caufes,  we  may  find 
another  provable  reafon  for  the  derelidion  of  Ins 
.poft.  Junius,  indefatigable  in  raking  together  ca- 
Jumnieus  anecdotes,  and  dexterous  in  beftowing  on 
-them  the  appearance  of  truth,  had  made  the  private 
ti  jvelL  as  the  public  condud  of  this  nobleman 
the  chief  butt  of  his  fatire,  and  for  his  a&ions  affigned 
the  moft  contemptible  and  unworthy  motives.  He 
muft  be  eiAer  grofsly  ftupid  or  iloically  magnaaip 
mous,  either  lefs  or  greater  than  ordinary  men,  who, 
though  confdous  of  innocence,  can  bear  with  in- 
difference powerful  calumny  that  produces  general 
^lief.  The  di:^  of  Grafton,  regarding  Ids  cha- 
ta&er,wasfo  much  moved  by  die  Letters  of  Junius, 
that  they  certainly  co-operated  with  other  caufes  in 
impeHin^  him  to  refign. 
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CHAP.   IX. 

Commencement  of  lord  NortFs  adminiftration. — The  •  remon* 

Jlrance  of  the  city  of  London — and  reply  of  his  majeftj^..^art 

difcujfed  in  parliaments — Bill  to  prevent  officers  of  the  r4» 

venue  from  voiing  at  eleBions — negatived>^-^Mr,  Gren^ 

villus  law  for  regulating  contejled  eleElions* — Lord  North* s 

bill  for  repealing  all  dufieson  America^  except  on  tea^-^Tuf^ 

mult  at  Boflon — captain  Preflon  and  thefcldiers  interfere--^ 

tried  and  acquitted. — Themini/ler  *wi/hing  conciliation^  overm 

looks  the  riot. — Seffion  rifes, — War  between  Ruffia  and  Tur* 

key. — Catharine  is  favoured,  by  England-~~fends  a  fleet  to  the 

Mediterranean — her  armies  over-'Tun  Moldavia  and  Wal^ 

lochia --alarm  Prufjia  and  Aufiria. — France — difputes  ie* 

tiveen  the  king  and  parliaments. — Difpute  between  Britain 

and  Spain  about  Falkland^ s  ijland. — Spain,  the aggrefforyte^ 

fufes  to  make  adequate  fatisfaFlion — trujis  to  the  co- operation 

of  France — difappointed — offers  concefftons  that  fatisfy  the 

Britifh  court. — America  becomes  more  tranquil.— rDifcontents 

fill  continue  in  Engfand. — London  addrejfes  the  king — dig^ 

nified  anfwer  of  his  majefy — noted  reply  of  Beckford,  the 

lord  mayor. — Meeting  of  parliament. — Lord  MansfUWs  doc^ 

trines  on  the  law  of  libel — are  controverted  by  lord  Qamden—m 

Camden  challenges  the  chief  juflice  to  a  legal  difquifition  on 

thefuhjeB^ord  Mansfield  declines  the  conteft. — Profecution 

of  printers.^ — Mifunderftanding  between  the  two  houfes.—^in^ 

gular  confederacy  for  bribery  in  the  borough  of  Shorehamt.^^ 

Oppofition  cenfure  the  terms  of  fatisfa5lion  admitted  from 

Spain. — Supplies. '^Seffion  riles. 

T  ORD  North,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  fuc-  ^  ^^1^  ^•' 
^  ceeded  the  duke  of  Grafton  in  his  office  of  firft 


lord  of  the  treafury;  and  from  this  time  commenced 
ich  forms  a  momentous  9era 
t  Britain. 
E3  .  The 


1770. 

Commence- 


an  adminiftration  which  forms  a  momentous  ara  f^\f  ^, 

1      1  •  n  r    ^  Ti   •      •  ^''^  North** 

m  the  btltory  01  Gceat  Britam.  admioiftra- 
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c  H  A  F.  The  ^Cddlefex  election  came  before  both  houfes 
v^^l^  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  produced  brilliant  and 
'770  forcible  eloquence,  but  neceflarily  a  repetition  of 
arguments  n^hich  had  been  already  employed.  In 
difcufiing  this  fubje€t,  lord  Chatham  renewed  the 
meafures  of  government,  which  he  declared,  in  its 
principles  and  details,  to  be  weak,  unconftitutioiial, 
4nd  ruinous;  and  unfolded  his  own  reafons  for 
oppofmg  a  miniftry  which  owed  its  esciilence 
to  himfclf.  Finding  (he  faid)  the  line  of  condudt 
^hich  he  had  chalked  out  not  obferved,  and  his 
opinion  totally  over-ruled,  he  had  withdrawn  from 
public  bufinefs,  and  at  length  entirely  refigned.— 
His  feveral  motions,  however,  were  negatived  by 
the  influence  of  miniftry. 

The  reception  of  the  London  petition  under- 
went very  fevere  animadveriions.  The  king  not 
having  paid  to  that  produ^on  the  favourable  at- 
tention which  its  authors  had  the  prefumption  to 
expeft,  they  chofe  to  deliver  another  paper  to  the 
king,  entitled,  the  humble  addrefs,  remon/irance^  and 
petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of 
the  city  of  London.  In  this  humble  application 
to  their  fovereign,  thefe  citizens  undertook  to  de- 
clare what  was  the  law  of  the  lano^  and  wherein  it 
had  been  violated  ;  and  to  prophecy  that  its  vlo« 
lation  would  produce  more  ruinous  confcquences, 
than  the  fhip-money  of  Charles  L  and  the  difpenfing 
power  of  James  II.  The  citizens  next  declared  the 
parliament  a  non-entity^  an  illegal  meeting,  whofe 
a&s  were  not  binding,  and  therefore  could  require 
no  obedience.  They  drew  a  parallel  between  the 
.adminiftrations  of  George  III.  and  James  11. ;  .dif- 
fering indeed  in  means,  but  concurring  (they  af- 
firmed) 


Hemon- 
ftrtnce  of 
ciry  of 
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firmed)  in  principles  andfyftem.    The  conftitution,  c  h  a,  f. 
now  endangered  by  the  Mrickednefs  of  his  majefty's  w^^'^ 
minifteft,  had  been  eftablifhed  by  the  virtue  of      '770- 
their  anceftors,  and  by  the  virtue  of  prefent  patriots 
it  (hould  be  prefisrved.     The  concluding  paragraph 
of  this  eflay  I  fliall  quote^  as  a  fpecimen  of  die 
terms  in  which  this  corporation  didated  to  their 
monarch,  and  of  the  Ucentioufnefs  of  that  period  of 
hiftory.     **  Since,  therefore,  the  mifdeeds^  of  your 
majefty's  minifters,  in  violating  the  freedom  of 
eledion,  and  depraving  the  noble  conftitution  of 
parliaments,  are  notorious,  as  well  as  fubverllive  of 
the  fundamental  laws  and  liberties  of  this  realm ; 
and  iince  your  majefty,  both  in  honour  and  juftice, 
is  obliged  inviolably  to  preferve  them,  according  to 
the  oath  made  to  God  and  your  fubjeds  at  your 
coronation ;  we,  your  majefty's  remmjhanis^  sdfTure 
ourfelves,  that  your  majefty  will  reftore  the  con. 
ftitutional  government  and  quiet  of  your  people, 
by  diflblving  this  parliament,  and  removing  thofe 
evil  minifters  for  ever  from  your  councils.*'    The. 
anfwer  was  a  finking  example  of  tempente,  but 
dignified  and  forcible  reproof;  it  wds  couched  in 
the  following  terms  :  "  I  fhall  always  be  ready  to  tna  repiy«i 
receive  the  requefb,  and  to  liflen  to  the  complaints  \^^ 
of  my  fubje&s ;  but  it  gives  me  great  concern  to 
find,  that  any  of  them  fhould  have  been  fo  far 
mifled,  as  to  offer  me  an  addrefs  and  remonffa-ance, 
the  contents  of  which  I  cannot  but  confider  as 
difrefpedful  to  me,  injurious  to  my  parliament,  and 
irreconcilable  to  the  principles  of  the  conflitution. 
1  have  made  the  law  of  the  land  the  rule  of  my  con- 
duft,  efleeming  it  my  chief  glory  to  reign  over  a 
free  people.    With  this  view,  I  have  always  been 
£4  ore&Us 
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careful,  as  well  to  execute  faidifuUr  tbe  trad:  re«- 
pofed  in  me,  as  to  avoid  evcD  the  appearance  of 
il^vadiogauy  of  thofe  powers  which  the  conftitutipn 
has  placed  in  other  hands.  It  is  only  by  perfe- 
irering  in  fuch  a  condud,  that  I  can  either  difcharge 
my  own  duty,  or  fecure  to  my  fubje£ts  the  free 
^joyment  of  thofe  tights  which  .my  family  were 
called  to  defend  :  and  while  I  ad:  upon  thefe  prin- 
ciples,'' I  (hall  have  a  right  to  exped,  and  I  am 
coQfid^nt  I  (hall  continue  tb.  receive,  the  fteady  and 
affefiionate  fupport  of  my  people." 
ared'.f.  On  the  15th  of  March,  the  remonftrance  was 

Jwii^t.    difcuffed  by  the  houfe.     The  city  members,  fup- 
ported  by  the  reft  of  die  oppofition,  defended  it : 
its  framers  gloried  in  the  production*     Others,  lefe 
.    violent,  eluded  the  merits  of  the  paper  in  queffion, 
« •  and  reafoqed  on  the  general  right  of  petitioning 
his  majefty,  and  the  propriety  of  addreffing  him 
fit  the  prefent  time.     The  fupporters  of  minifters. 
confined  thenjfelves  to  this  fpccific  remonftrance, 
^  which  ^ey  contended,  and  proved,  to  be  infulting, 

'^      ^injurious,  and  dangerous ;  particulariy  dwelling  on 
that  part  of  it  which  prefumed  to  deny  the  legality 
pf  the  prefent  parliament,  as  tending  to  deprive  the 
•  pec^le  of  their  reprefentatives,  and  to  annul  every 

•     ad  which  had  pafliid  fince  the  general  eledion. 
•      Both  houfes  addreflW  his   majefty,  thanking  him 
for  hfe  anfwer  to  the  remonftrance.    Several  mo- 
tions were  made  for  ^n  addrefs  to  his  majefty  to 
r       diffolve  the  parliament,  but  thefe  were  negatived. 
Lord  Chathan^  was  extremiely  adive  in  anti-mini- 
fterial  propofilions  ;  and  the  admirer  of  the  higheft 
^  wifdcw  and  patriotifm  of  thofe  times  muft  regret, 
.th^t  the  h^at  of  p^rty-contention  ftipuld  fo  far  have 
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tranfpOTted  thig  illuftrious  fcnator,  as  to  have  in-  c  m  a  p. 
duced  him  to  countenance  and  fupport  the  very  ^-^^^v"^ 
irreverent  remonilrance  of  the  city  of  London.  '77©. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  diminilh  the  influence  bui  for 
of  the  crown,  by  propofing  a  bill  to  difqualify  cer-   iig  offic^ 
tain  officers  of  the  revenue  from  voting  for  mem-  J^^Jeftom 
bers  of  parliament ;  and  a  motion  to  this  effeft  was  ^*^«  ^^ 
made  on  the  nth  of  February.     The  fupporters 
of  the  propofition  obferved,  that  the  chief  officers 
of  the  revenue  were  difqualified  from  fitting  in 
parliament,  and  that  there  were  the  fame  reafons 
for  incapacitating  inferior  officers  from  being  elefl:- 
brs.    Both  clafles  of  fervants  muft  be  under  the 
direftion  of  the  crown ;  and  the  departments  of  the 
revenue  were  become  fo  numerous,  as  to  render 
that  influence  inconfiilent  with  the  purpofes  of  a 
free  reprefcntation.     Minifters  replied,  that  the  mo- 
tion  prefuraed  in  its  objeds  a  dependence  and  cor- 
ruption vAich  was  not  proved ;  on  this  prefumption, 
it  propofed  to  place  holders  of  thofe  employments 
in  a  worfe  fituation  than  their  fellow-countrymen  ; 
and  thus  to  deprive  many  individuals  of  the  rights 
of  Britifli  fubjefts  :  the  motion  was  rejeded.     On  isnegatWed, 
the  28th,  a  propofition  was  made  for  infpeding  the 
accounts  of  the  civil  lift   during  the  year  1769. 
The  nation  (it  was  urged)  had  a  right  to  examine 
how  its  late  grants  had  been  employed:    if  the 
money  had  been  properly  ufed,  no  inconvenience 
could  accrue  to  minifkers  from  the  infpeflion ;  if 
improperly  applied,  it  was  the  duty  of  the'houfe  to 
make  the  difcovery.     It  was  anfwered,   that  the 
civil  lift  being  entirfely  the  revenue  of  the  crown, 
the  crown  had  a  right  to  expend  it  at  will ;  if  an 
applic^tioiji  bad  been  mad^  for  sm  additional  grant, 

the 
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the  expediture  of  the  firft  ought  to  be  iareftigated 
to  afcertain  its  neceffity ;  but  that  not  being  the 
»77«*      cafe,  there  were  no  reafons  to  require  or  to  juftify 
an  examination :  onthefe  grounds,  the  motion  was 
negatived. 
Mr.  Gieo-        On  the  7th  of  March,  Mr.  George  Grenvilk  pro- 
ibrrnaiM.    pofed  a  bill  for   regulating   contefted    eledions. 
tSdidcc.    Thefe  were  formerly  tried  by  a feleft  committee ;  by 
degrees  the  committees  were  fo  enlarged,  as  to  be> 
come  open  to  every  member :  fo  great  a  number  of 
judges,  not  bound  by  oath,  decided  very  often  ac- 
cording to  party  connexion,  or  ibme  other  par^ 
tiality,  inftead  of  juftice ;  and  many  inftances  oc- 
curred of  unfair  nominations.      To  remedy  this 
evil,  Mr.  Grenville  propofed  a  plan  analogous  to  a 
trial  by  jury.    Before  a  conteft  could  be  tried,  the 
houfe  muft  confift  of  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  mem- 
bers }  the  names  of  all  prefent  were  to  be  put  into 
boxes,  and  to  be  drawn  out  till  they  amounted  to 
forty-nine}    the  two  litigants  were  alternately  to 
ftrike  oflFone  of  thefe,  till  they  were  reduced  to 
thirteen ;  thefe,  with  two  nominees,  were  to  be  fwora 
afeled  committee,  empowered  to  examme  records, 
itpiM       papers,  and  witnefles,  and  to  determine  jfinally.  The 
bill  was  paffed  into  a  law,  fince  well  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Grenville  ad,  and  is  confidered  as 
having  made  a  very  beneficial  change  in  the  (aimefs 
of  dedfions. 
lofd  American  affairs  began  in  March  to  occupy  the 

Sfolrre-  attention  of  parliament,  and  firft  offered  to  the 
S^'oo"  pwhlic  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  lord  Northfs 
Anwia^  minifterial  talents.  The  Britifh  merchant^  who 
traded  to  America,  had  fuftained  immenfe  loffes  by 
the  rejedion  of  their  goods }   and,  apprehending 
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trai  if  the  affodations  fhould  continue,  prefented  ^  ^^  ^* 
petitions  to  parliament,  ftating  their  fufferings,  and  ^^>^^^^^^ 
praying  its  intervention.  On  the  5th  of  March,  '^'** 
lord  North  propofed  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of.  part  of 
the  Z&.  of  1 767,  which  laid  a  duty  on  paper,  painted 
colours,  and  glafs,  but  continuing  the  part  of  the 
fame  law  which  exa£ted  a  duty  from  tea.  The  mi- 
nifler  affigned  as  a  reafon  for  bringing  in  the  bill,  the 
dangerous  combinations  which  the  impofts  had  pro- 
duced in  America,  with  the  lofles  and  difiatisfa^on 
which  they  had  caufed  among  the  merchants  at 
home.  He  ftrongly  exprefled  his  difapprobation 
of  the  zGt  in  queftion,  but  cenfured  it  as  an  unpro« 
du^ve  impoft,  not  as  an  impolitic  claim:  the 
articles  taxed  (he  £ud)  being  chiefly  Britifh  mami- 
fadures,  ought  to  have  been  encouraged  inftead  of 
being  burdened  with  afieffments.  The  duty  on  tea 
was  continued,  for  maintaining  the  parliamentary 
right  of  taxation.  An  impoft  of  three-pence  in  the 
pound  could  never  be  oppofed  by  the  colonifts, 
unlefs  they  were  determined  to  rebel  againft  Bri- 
tain. Befides,  a  duty  on  that  article  payable  in 
England,  and  amounting  to  nearly  one  fhilling  in 
the  pound,  was  taken  off  on  its  exportation  to 
America ;  fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies 
faved  nine  p^nce  in  the  pound.  The  minifter  here 
difcovered  that  he  had  not  inveftigated  the  ftate  of 
affairs,  and  the  fentiments  of  the  people ;  for  a 
curlbry  attention  to  the  declarations  and  afts  of  the 
Americans  muft  have  demonftrated,  that  their  ob«- 
jefiion  was  not  to  the  amount,  but  to  the  claim ; 
and  experience  might  have  convinced  him,  that  no  , 
temporiiing  expedients,  no  half  meafures,  would  be 

effedual. 
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CRAP,  efieflual.  Different  as  the  profeffed  opinions  of 
x^.^^^^,^  the  Rockingham  adminiftration  and  of  lord  North 
1770.  were,  their  policy  fprang  from  fimilar  indecifion, 
Wifhing  to  pleafe  both  parties,  they  left  the  chief 
matter  in  difpute  undetermined,  and  of  courfe  a 
fubjeft  of  future  contention.  The  members  of  op- 
pofition  did  not  fiail  to  fee  and  to  predifk  the  inef- 
ficacy  of  the  minifter's  plan :  they  repeated  the  ar- 
guments on  the  injuftice  and  inexpediency  of  tajcing 
America,  and  the  evils  which  had  arifen  from  the 
attempt:  the  minifter's  propofitions,  however, 
were  carried  by  a  great  majority.  This  aft  may  be 
confidered  as  an  omen  'of  lord  North's  admini- 
ftration ;  at  lead,  fo  far  as  a  difplay  of  charader 
juftifies  prediftions  refpeftii^g  future  conduft  and 
its  refult.  Difcerning  men  faw  meritorious  inten- 
tions and  ready  ingenuity,  without  the  accompa- 
niment  of  that  enlarged  political  wifdom,  firmnefs, 
and  decifion  of  mind,  which  only  when  united  can 
conftitute  a  beneficial  ftatefman. 
Tumult  at  The  Very  day  on  which  the  refolutions  were  pafled 
that  lord  North  intended  for  (atisfying  the  colonies,  a 
quarrel  arofe  at  Bofton  between  fome  of  the  inhabit- 
ants and  a  party  of  foldiers.  While  the  troops  fent  to 
Bofton  in  1768,  remained  in  that  town,  the  people  . 
had  been  awed  into  quietnefs ;  but  in  the  end  of 
J  769,  a  great  part  of  them  having  been  ordered  to 
other  quarters,  thofe  who  remained  were  treated 
with  the  moft  provoking  infolence;  they  were^ 
lampooned  and  abufed  in  the  newfpapers ;  ridiculed 
and  reviled,  if  met  fingly  or  in.fmall  bodies  in  the 
ftreets  j  and  difturbed  and  interrupted  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty.    In  the  evening  of  the  5th  of 

March, 
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Ma^,- a  difpute  happeped  between  ttm  or  three  chap. 
young  toen  of  the  town,  and  as  many  foidierd,  neaf  ^f:^^^ 
the  barracks  * ;  virulent  language  produced  blows  ;      »77o* 
the  foldiers  proved  vidiorious,  and  purfued  theit 
adverfaries  through  the  ftreets^     The  belli  were 
rung  to  alarm  the.  populace;    a  mbb  aflembled 
round  the  c&fk)m-h[o«ufe> .  and  threatened  the  fen- 
tinel's  life  that  was  pqfted  there ;  captain  Prefton,  c'aptain 
the  officer  on  guard,  fent  a  party  to  proted  not  oniy  tiif  foidiag 
the'fdidier,  but  the  cuftom-houTe^  and  foon  after  *''*^^«^ 
proceeded  thither  himfelf.     The  mob,  becoming 
very  violent,  attacked  the  foldiers  with  ftones  and 
clubs  i  the  captain^  as  long  as  it  was  polBble,  kept 
his  men   from  firing ;  bui:  at  length,  their  lives 
being  in  danger,  they  wei*e  obliged  to  ufe  their  arms 
in  tbar  own  defence :  four  of  the  infurgents  wene 
killed,  and  fome  others  wounded :  the  tumult  be- 
came much  more  general,  and  the  reft  of  the  trpoip^ 
were  aflemtJed.    The  governor  t  having  called  to* 
getber  the  coundl,  they  advifed  the  removal  of  the 
troc^s,  whkh  was  accordingly  ordered.     CaptaiA 
Pr^on  furrendered  himfidf  for  trial,  and  the  fol- 
diers under  his  command  were  taketi  into  cuftody. 
Every  ttnfair  tneans  that  could  be  ufed  were  em* 
ployed  to  inflame  the  people  agsdnfl  the  defendants., 
and  t6  prejudge  the  caiife.    In  the  newfpapers,  and 

•  See  Stcdman,  vol.  i.  p.  75. 
.  f  Mr*  Hiitchinfcm  had  been  lately  appointed  to  diat  office. 
The  Americans  had  petitioRed  for  the  removal  of  fir  Francis 
Bemanl ;  and  that  gentleman  having  returned  to  England  to 
defend  lumfelf»  vindicated  his  condud  to  the  fatisfa^^ion  and 
approbation  of  his  fovereign.  Difdaining,  however,  to  rcfume 
bis  authority  tmong  people  who  had  fohched  its  annihilation, 
he  vefigfted  kis -cmpIofBxcfit. 

various 
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CHAP*  various  other  publicadons^  the  troops  were  repre- 

s^^.Lm^  fented  as  guilty  of  deliberate  murder ;  dead  bodies 

i77<fc      were  carried  in  procef&on  through  the  town,  and 

held  out  as  the  vidims  of  military  execution.    For* 

tunatdy  for  the  caufe  of  juftice,  the  trials  were  put 

off  for  feveral  months,  fo  that  the  ferment  fubfided : 

AfttfSed      captain  Ft-efton  was  honourably  acquitted ;  as  were 

^n^'       all  the  foldiers,  except  two,  who  were  convided  of 

manflaughter. 

Biwitar,         The  account  of  this  tumult  arrived  in  England 

fftticiiiatiofl,  before  the  rifing  of  parliament,  and  it  was  expefted 

Sdoc.       that  miniftry  would  have  immediately  propofed 

taking  it  into  confideration.    They,  howev^,  pur- 

pofely    waved  the    difcuffion^   entertaining  great 

hopes  of  the  conciliatory  effed:  of  the  recoit  repeal; 

and,  as  the  difturbances  had  taken  place  when  that 

was  not  known  in  America,  they  trufted  that  the 

account  of  the  new  refolutions  would  change  their 

fentiments,  and  produce  difpofitions  to  order,  tran« 

quillity,  and  harmony.    They  thought  it  therefore 

prudent  to  abftam  from  inveftigations  which  might 

scSoatiib.  again  inflame  the  coloiixfts ;  and  the  feffion  clofed 

toward  the  end  of  May. 

Wtf  bo.  A  war  was  now  raging  on  the  conthient,  in  which 

jwen^Ruf.   gyj^^^  without  aftually  interfering,  warmly  fe- 

tmkgf.      voured  one  of  the  parties.    For  feveral  years  it  had 

been  part  of  the  Bridih  policy  to  renew  and  increaib 

that  intercourfe  with  Ruifia,  which,  from  political, 

but  ftill  more  from  commercial  motives,  former 

knigs  had  cultivated,  but  which  had  been  diminifhed 

in  the  laft  war  by  the  alliance  of  the  czarina  with 

our  enemies.    Turkey  had  been  for  fucceflive  ages 

m  amicable  terms  with  France,  and  to  French 

ports 
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poru  flowed  the  greater  part  of  her  beneficial  com-  chap.. 
loerce.     The  Britiih  government  aod  nation  ear-  >^J[^^ 
neiUy  defired  thefucceisof  Catharine,  our  friend      1770- 
and  ally,  againft  Turkey,  the  friend  and  ally  of  our  ^^^^ 
rival,  and  were  ftrongly  interefted  in  the  events  of  Mr  £^i»«^ 
the  war.    Thde  at  this  time  diveifified  public  at* 
tention,  and  prevented  it  from  brooding  folely  on 
internal  contefls  and  colonial  difturbances.    The 
war  which  had  been  declared  between  Ruflia  and 
Turkey,  was  carried  on  with  great  fury  by  both 
parties ;  but  by  no  means  with  equal  ability  and 
ML     Catharine  employed  the  winter  of  1768  and 
1769  in  increafing  her  armies,  and  making  pecu- 
niary provifipns  for  fupporting'  the  war:   fhe  alfo 
eftablUhed  a  new  council  for  military  and  political 
afiairs,  over  which    fhe.  prefided    herfelf.      The 
Ruffian  troops,  hardy  and  courageous,  had  the  ad« 
vantage  of  great  and  recent  experience,  in  the  wars 
with  Frederic,  and  the  conteft  with  the  Poles.   The 
Turks ;w^e. much  inferior  to  the  Ruffians  in  mill* 
tary  difcipline,  and  for  the  lafl  thirty  years  had  not 
been  engaged  in  any  wan    They  had  never,  like 
the  powers  of  chriAian  Europe,  introduced  fo  much 
offciehce  into  their  tadHcs,  as,  during  peace,  to  im^ 
prove  jthemfelves  in  the  military  art ;  the  force  and 
goodnefs  of  their  armies  depended  folely  on  a£lua! 
exereife^  and  experience  in  the  field  became  torj^ 
by  long  cef&tion  of  effort.    They  had.  formed  their 
empire  by  the  fword,  and  had  awed  the  conquered 
for  federal  centuries    by  keeping  it   perpetually 
drawn«     Fear  only  of  the  courage  and  warlike 
force  that^i^&winceffantly  difplayed,  had  kept 
the  Greek  cbriftians  in  a  fubjedion,  which,  from 
*  religious. 
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religious,  moral,  and  political  principles,  filled  tfieni 
with  indignation  and  abhorrence.    They  had  from 
i77o«      i*eligion  a  very  warm  attachment  to  Ruffia,  and 
fince  ihe  had  arrived  at  great  power,  confidering 
her  as  the  natural  patron  oT  the  Greek  faith,  they 
were  evidently  diipofed  to  feek  her  prote£tion,  vrbxa^ 
ever  an  attempt   for  thar  belief  could  ba  made. 
Seeing  their  oppreffors,  once  ft>  terrible,' now  toer- 
▼afed  by  long  inaftion,  they  began  to  entertain 
hopes  of  emancipation.     Informed  of  the  ftate  of 
Turkey,  and  of   the  fentiments  of  her  Grecian 
brethren,  the  lofty  genius  of  Catharine  conceiyedj 
and  her  bold  ffnrit  executed,  a  projed  which  afto- 
niflied  all  Europe.    This  was,   to  fend  from  the 
recefles  of  the  Baltic  to  the  Mediterra&ean  a  fleet, 
which  fhould  excite  and  fupport  infurre£tion$  of  die 
Greek  chriftians,  intercept  the  intercouife  between 
Conflantinople  and  its  granaries  in  Egypt  tad  other 
parts  of  the  empire,  command  the  Ardupdago 
and  Levant,  and  fpread  alarm  through  the  vaft  do« 
minions  of  the  fultan.    Her  mind,  capacious  and 
comprehenfive  as  well  as  inventive,  had  carried  its 
views  to  the  whole  of  her  mterefts.    She  eamefljy 
i^uldvated  the  friendlhip  of  England,  and  thereby 
was  powerfully  affiiled  in  her  naval  fdtenes,  by 
Itaving  the  advantage  of  our  ports  both  in  thh 
ifiand  and  Gibraltar,  and  alfo  of  able  officers  and 
I  ikilful  pilots.    By  land  fhe  made  fuch  a  cUi^ofiidon 
of  her  forces,  as  was  beft  calculated  for  fpeedily 
yendering  the  enemy's  coomry  the  leat  of  war ;  and 
diough  diflant,  profiting  from  the  co^<3peratioa  of 
her  fleet,  and  diverting  the  force  of  her  antagonift. 
The  champaign  was  opened  as  early  as  the  climate 

would 
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would  permit :  the  Turkilh  Tartars,  accuilomed  to  ^  ^  ^• 
brave  the  utmoft  rigoar  of  the  winter,  made  an  in- 
curfion  into  the.RufSan  Ukraine,  plundered  and 
defolated  the  country,  before  the  Ruffian^  troops 
took  the  field ;  and,  though  afterwards  obliged  to 
retire,  fecured  their  booty.  In  April,  prince  Gal- 
litzin,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Ruffians,  pofted 
himfelf  on  the  Niefter,  to  oppofe  the  main  army  of 
the  Turks,  who  were  marching  into  MoldaviaV  while 
general  Romanzow  was  placed  on  the  Nieper,  to 
watch  the  Turkifti  Tartars.  Before  the  arrival  of  the 
Turks,  Gallitzm  attempted  to  feize  Chockzim;  but, 
being  ftrongly  fortified  and  garrifoned,  it  held  out 
till  the  arrival  of  the  Turkifti  army  rendered  it  pru- 
dent to  defift.  The  vizier,  aware  of  the  fuperior 
difcipline  of  the  enemy,  wifely  avoided  a  general 
engagement,  and  haraffed  the  Ruffians  by  marches 
and  fldrmiflies.  The  janizaYies,  abundantly  brave 
but  unufed  to  fatigue,  longed  for  a  general  battle, 
in  which  they  affiired  themfelves  of  a  vidtory  that 
would  put  an  end  to  their  labours,  and  fuffer  them 
to  return  to  the  luxuries  of  the  capital.  Efteem- 
ing  the  cautious  policy  of  their  commander  cow- 
ardi(:e,  they  tranfmitted  intemperate  copiplaints.to 
the  divan.  The  court,  weak  as  wicked,  and  ig- 
norant as  defpotic,  without  inquiry  put  the  viader 
to  death,  and  appointed  Ali  Pacha,  a  man  of  fierce 
bjtutal.  courage,  hk  fucceffor.  ,This  nomination 
proyed^.veryiaYpur?ible  to  the  Ruffians.  AliPacha 
gave  Gallitzin  battle,  and  was  defeated  with  very 
great  lofs  j  he  foon  after  fought  him  again,  when 
the  -Ruffians  obtained  a  decifive  vidory,  and  re* 
duced  the  fortress  of  Chockzim  j  and  before  the 
-;Vol:IL  F  '  "      clofe 


a 


MoUavU 
and  Wal- 
iMhbi 


datm 

AttftrMund' 

Prsffia, 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

clofe  of  the  campaign^  they  over-ran  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia.  The  Ruffians  this  fummer  had  va^ 
rious  engagements  v^ith  the  Polifli  confederates, 
but  none  deciiive,  as  they  were  obliged  by  the 
Turkifli  war  to  employ  fo  many  troops  elfewhere. 

It  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1770, 
that  the  Ruffian  fleet,  under  count  Orloff,  failed  for 
the  Mediterranean :  after  having  been  (battered 
in  the  North  feas,  the  armament  flopped  at 
Portfmouth  to  refit ;  and  departing,  arrived  at  Port 
Mahon*  After  undergoing  a  fecond  reparation, 
they  faikd  from  Minorca  about  the  end  of  Fe- 
bruary, reached  Cape  Metapan*,  took  Miffitraf, 
ravaged  the  coafts,  proceeded  to  Afia  Minor,  burnt 
the  Turkifh  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Skio  |,  and, 
cutting  oflF  the  communication  between  European 
Turkey  and  the  mofl  fertile  provinces  in  other  quar* 
ters,  diflrefTed  Conflantinople.  The  Ruffian  armies 
continued  uninterruptedly  fuccefsftil ;  Romanzow, 
after  repeated  vifltories,  one  of  which,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Pruth  and  the  Danube,  was  glorious 
and  dedfive,  conquered  all  Turkey  beyond  that 
river,  except  BefTafabia.  Here,  however,  count 
Panin  befieged  knd  took  the  ftimous  town  of  Ben-* 
der  by  florm,  and  reduced  the  whole  province. 
Thus  all  the  Turkifh  dominions  from  Poland  to  the 
Danube  fouthward,  and  fromHimgary  to  the  Euxine 
eaflward,  were  now  in  the  poflfeffion  of  Ruffia.  The 
neighbouring  powers  regarded  thefe  fuccefles  of  Ca-> 
tharine  withjealoufy  and  apprehenfionr  Tlie  hottfe 
of  Auflria  was  much  alarmed  at  the  conquefis  of 
fo  ambitious  and  enterprifing  a  power  in  its  imrne* 

*  Anciently  Tenarus.        f  Spstrta.        %  Clxioi. 
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diate  vicinity.  >  Even  Frederic,  intimately  as  he  was  c  ha  p. 
conne&ed  with  Ruilia,  did  not  rejoice  at  lier  great  ^«->v^^ 
acceflion  of  territory.     Two  interviews  took  place      '77o. 
this  year  between  the  Pruflian  king  and  the  emperor ; 
at  which  Jofeph  declared,  that  neither  Maria  The- 
refa  nor  hirafelf  would  fuffer   Catharine  to  retain 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia.     Frederic,  though  he  did 
not  differ  in  fentiment  from  the  emperor  on  this 
fubjedl,  was  defirous  of  reftoring  peace  between  • 
the  courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Conftantinople,  by 
fuch  means  as  would  preferve  his  amity  and  alliance 
with  Ruflia,  which  it  was  his  intereft  to  maintain. 
Frederic  had,  at  the  beginning  of  their  difputes^ 
ilrongly  diffuaded  the  Turks  from  going  fo  war 
with  RufTia ;  and  the  dlfafters  that  proceeded  fromi 
not  following  his  advice,  gave  him  great  credit  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte.      He  dexteroufly  fuggefted^' 
without  any  dired  propofidon,  that  they  fhould  ap^ 
ply  for  his  mediation ;  which  meafure  they  very 
readily  adopted,  and  when  requefted  to  interfere,  he 
advifed  them  alfo  to  apply  to  the  court  of  Vienna; 
Though  not  of  themfelves  difpofed  to  folicit  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  to  be  their  umpire,  yet,  from  their 
great  deference  to  the  opinion  of  Frederic,  they 
agreed.    A  negotiation  commenced ;  but,  from  the 
jarring  interefts  and   views  of  both  the  principals 
and  mediators,  it  met  with  various  obftacles,  and 
did  not  at  that  tinie  produce  a  peace.     France,  ac-  France: 
Cuftomed  to  take  fo  afliive  a  fliare  in  the  difputes  of  b^^^^'ij^ 
other  European  powers,,  was  now  occupied  lii  dif-  Wngand 
putcs  between  the  king  and  the  parliaments,  im-^  ^' 
portaiit  in  themfelves,  but  (till  more  momentous 
in  the  fpirit;  of  liberty  which  they  exhibited.    She 
F  2  was 
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was  farther  jdiftreffcd  by  a  fcarcity  of  provifions ; 
and  her  commercial  interefts  were  greatly  injured 
by  the  bankruptcy  of  her  Eaft  India  company.  On 
the  1 6th  of  May,  the  nuptials  were  folemnized 
between  the  dauphin,  grandfon  of  the  king,  and  the 
princefs  Marie  Antoinette,  daughter  of  the  emprefs- 
queen,  which  many  years  after  had  fo  fatal  a  dif- 
folution. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  a  difpute  arofe  between 
Britain  and  Spain,  which  had  nearly  terminated  in 
a  war :  the  ground  of  the  conteft  was,  Falkland's 
iflands,  in  the  fouth  feas.     Captain  Davis,  who,  in 
1592,  had  been  fent  to  accompany  captain  Thomas 
Cavendifli  in  his  laft  voyage,  which  proved  fo  fetal*, 
having  either  parted  with  his  commodore,  or  deferted 
him  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  South  America,  was  driven 
by  ftorms  toward  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  where 
he  difcovered  the  land  now  called  Falkland's  iflands; 
but  being  in  the  greateft  .diftrefs,  he  left   them 
without  obfervation,  and  without   giving  them  a 
name.  Two  years  after,  fir  Richard  Hawkins  being 
in  the  fame  feas,  again  faw  the  iflands,^and  in  ho- 
nour of  his  queen' called  theni  Hawkins's  Maiden 
Land.     In  1598,  Sebald  de  Weft,  a  Dutch  naviga- 
tor, came  to  the  fame  iflands,  and  fuppofing  him- 
felf  the  firft  difcoverer,  called  them,'  from  his  own 
name,   Sebald's  iflands.    England  heard  hothfiig 
more  of  them  for  near  a  century,  fo  that  even  their 
exiftence  was  called  in  queftion.    In  the  reign  of 
,  king  William,  however.  Strong,  an  Engfi(h  nxariner, 
found  them  out,  and  gave,  them  the  name  of  Talk* 

*  Sec  Cavcndifli's  Voyages,  in  the  reign  of  Eld^betlu 
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land's  iflands*..  Some  other  navigators  touched  ,c  "jj^,?* 
at  them  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  yet  they  were  v« 
ftill  reckoned  of  no  importance;  from  lord  Anfon's  '^^^ 
voyage,  however,  it  was  concluded  that  it  would  be 
very  beneficial  to  this  nation  to  have  a  friendly  port 
and  place  of  refrefliment  much  nearer  Cape  Horn 
than  the  Brazils  !•  In  j  748,  in  confequence  of  the 
reprefentation  made  in  Anfon's  voyage,  fome 
floops  were  fentto  examine  Falkland's 'iflands,  and 
make  farther  difcoveries  in  the  fouth  feas.  Mr. 
Wall,  the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  having  been  informed . 
of  this  expedition,  maintained  the  right  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  the  exclufive  dominion  of  the  fouth  fea, 
and  remonftrated  againil  the  deftination  of  thefe 
fhips ;  but  the  Britifli  miniflry  declared,  that  the 
examination  of  the  Falkland's  iflands  fhould  be  their 
fole  objed;.  Similar  remonftrances  having  been 
made  to  our  ambaQador  at  the  court  of  Spain,  the 
fame  intentions  were  avowed.  Falkland's  iflands 
were  no  more  thought  of  till  after  the  peace  of 
1763 ;  when,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  com- 
modore Byron  took  poflfeflion  of  them  in  the  name 
of  king  George,  and  reprefented  them  as  a  much 
more  valuable  acquifition  than  had  been  before 
conceived.  Iii  1766,  the  king^of  Spain  fent  fome 
troops  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  the  port  which  had 

*  His  Journal  was  never  printed,  tut  is  in  ipanufcript  in  the 
Britifh  Mufeunu 

f  .This  idea  was  not  new  to  England^,  though  never  fuccefs* 
fiiUy  executjed.  In  tl^  reign  of  Charles  XL,  fir  John  Narbo<p. 
rough  attempted  to  eftabliih  a  fettlement  on  the  coaH  of  Pa\ago<r 
uia;  but,  though  eagerly  and  liberally  fupported  by  the  king, 
he  foi^nd  the  deiign  totally  imprafticable^ 
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P  ^/  ^'   ^^  occupied  by  the  French,  and  eftabliihed  a  fa. 

'r-:^*^-^  tleipcnt  there,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  So- 
^TTo-  lidade  Carlier :  in  the  fame  year,  captain  Macbride 
arrived  at  Por|  Egmont,  fituated  on  a  different 
ifland,  where  he  cftabliflied  a  garrifon.  It  does  not 
appear,  that  either  of  thefe  fettlements  knew  of  the 
other  before  the  year  1769}  in  the  November  of 
which  year,  captain  Jlunt,  of  the  Tamar  frigate, 
crui^g  off  th^iflands,  fell  in  with  a  Spanifhfchooner 
from  SoUdade  :  he  ordered  the  veffel  to  depart 
from  the  coaft,  as  belonging  to  Great  Britain.  ' 
The  governor  of  the  Spanifli  fettlement  profeffed  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Englifh  commander  was  there  only 
by  accident ;  but  faid,  that  he  had  no  right  to  fend 
a  command  to  Spaniards  in  the  king  of  Spain's  own' 
dominions.  Captain  Hunt  afferted  the  claim  of  the 
Englifli,  from  difcovery  and  occupancy.  Reciprocal 
warnings  to  quit  the  iflands  were  frequently  re- 
peated during  the  months  of  December  and  Janu- 
ary, when  captain  Hunt  departed  for  England. 
The  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  now  fent  an  arma- 
ment of  five  frigates  to  Port  Egmont ;  but  captain 
Fanner  of  the  Swift  frigate,  and  captain  Maltby 
of  the  Favpurite,  prepared  to  defend  the  garrifon, 
'  and  vfsmed  the  Spanilh  commodore  to  quit  that 
harbour ;  adding,  he  might  be  convinced  that  the 
the  king  of  Britain  and  the  Britifli  navy  were  fully 
competent  to  exad  fatisfaftion  for  any  infult  that 
fhouid  be  offered  them  by  Spain,  or  any  other 
power.  The  Spaniards,  however,  landed  their 
^oops  under  cover  of  cannon,  and  inverted  the  gar- 
yifon.  The  Britifh  commanders  having  ^hu^  af- 
^rtained  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  by  the 

Spaniards^ 
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Spaniards,  and  being  from,  the  inferiority  of  force  c  h  a  f. 
totally  unequal  to  defence,  offered  terms  of  capitu-       ^^ 
lation ;  by  which  it  was  ftipulaled,  that  the  Englifli      ,77q. 
fliould  within  a  fpecified  titne  evacuate  Port  Egmont, 
Departing  from  that  ifland,  the  Englifli  captains 
arrived  in  England  in  Odober.     Informed  of  this 
proceeding,  the  Britifli  miniftry  applied  to  prince 
Mafferano,  the  Spanifli  ambaffador,  >vho  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  heard  from  Madrid  of  the  tra^if- 
aftion ;  but  that  Buccarelli,  the  Spanifli  governor, 
had  afted  without  any  fpedal  orders  from  his  king. 
Being  aflced,  however,  if  he  would^  in  the  name  of 
his  mafl:er,  difavow  Buccafelli's  violence ;  he  faid, 
that  he  could  not  anfwer,  without  orders  from  his 
court.     The  Britifli  government  now  diredled  Mr. 
Harris,  the  ambaffador  at  Madrid,  to  demand  the 
reftitution  of  Falkland's  iflands,  with  a  difavowal  of 
Buccarelli's  hoftilities,  and  in  the  mean  time  vigor- 
oufly  prepared  a  naval  armament.     The  anfwer  of  Spain,  the 
Grimaldi,   the  Spanifli  minifter,  to  the  firfl:  ap-  refuretai«. 
plication  of  Britain,  was  cold,  ambiguous,  and  un-  f^laion*"  * 
fatisia£iory :    no  particular  orders  (he  faid)  had 
been  fent  to  the  governor  to  drive  the  Englifli 
from  their  fettlement ;    but  Buccarelli  had  afted 
agreeably  to  the  general  injunctions  of  his  fpvereign, 
tjiat  governors  in  America  fliould  refifl;  encroach- 
laents  on  the  Spanifli  dominions,  and  therefore  had 
merely  done  his  duty.     The  court  of  Spain  foon 
after  offered  by  inutual  conceflion  to  accommodate 
their  differences ;    if  Britain  would  difavow  the 
warning  given  to  the  Spaniards  by  captain  Hunt, 
Spain  would  in  like  manner  difavow  the  violence  of 
Buccarelli,     This  proffer  was  indignantly  reftifed 
"  /  ^^4  hy   , 
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by  the  court  of  London  ;  for  though  captain  Htint 
had  given  warning,  be  had  offered  no  violence ;  but 
* 770.      ^^g  Spaniards  had  committed  a  hoftile  aggreffion ;  an 
aduai  injury  had  been  done  to  Britain,  and  muft  be 
thrw-opc-   J'cpaired,     The  Spanifli  court  perfifted  in  the  pro* 
ration  of       pofal  of  rcciprocal  difavowals  ;  but  the  Englifii  mi- 
nifters  adhered  to  their  firft  demand,  continued  their 
preparations,  and   at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  Mr. 
Harris,  the  ambaffador,  was  dircftcd  to  withdnrwr 
from  Spain.     The  court  of  Madrid  now  affuming  a 
very  different  tone,  fhewed  itfelf  difpofed  to  con- 
ciliation at  the  expence  of  cgnceffion.     Spain  was  at 
*  this  time  chiefly  governed  by  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles ;  and  the  duke  de  Choifeul  was   defirous  of 
enga^ng  both  kingdoms  in  a  war  with  England,  in 
whichi  he  hoped  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  the  internal 
and  colonial  affairs  of  Britain  might  render  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  fuccefsful,  and   compenfate  the  dif- 
afters  of  the  former  war  j  and  that  he  himfelf,  not 
having  to  cqntend  againft  the  counfels  of  a  Ktt, 
might  acquire  triumphant  glory.     But  the  duke  de 
Choiftul  having  in  the  recent  difputes  fhewn  him- 
felf friendly  to  the  popular  party,  and  having  Idft'the 
countenance  of  the  king  and  his  miftrefs,  was  judged 
no  longer  fit  to  be  prime  minifter,  and  was  difmiffed^ 
from  all  his  offices.     H5s  fucccffor  adopted  a  pacific 
policy,  and  this  was  the  principal  caufe  that  effiSfted 
the  change  in  the  Spanifli  propofitions. 
buf  being         On  the  2  2d  of  January  1771,  prince  Miffenmo"^ 
ed^^offwl'    delivered  a  declaration  of  the  king  of  Spain,  dif- 
«cncciiion.j  avowing  the  violent  enterprife  of  Buccarelli,  and 
promifing  to  reftore  Port  Egmont  and  the  fort,  with 
all  the  artillery  and  flores,  according  to  the  inven- 
tory 
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torytakot  before  the  evacuadon.'    The,  declaration  chap. 
added  i  this  engagement  to  reftore  Port  Egmont    _^,-.^ 
cannot,  nor  ought,  in  any  wife  to  affdd  the  queftion      '77#- 
of  the  -prior  -  right  of  fovereignty  of  the  Malonine, 
othervife  called  FalUa^'<  iHandsi  Lord  Rochfdrd,  whichr<^ 
who  had  litdiy  faceeeded  lord  Weymouth  as  fecre-r^ariaih 
tary  of  ftate  for'  the  fouthern  department,  was  in*  .^^'^ 
ftrufited  by  his  majdly  to  ax^wer,  that  as  the  court . 
of  Spam  difavoved  the  eitpedition,  and  bound  it- 
fdf  to  reftitution,.  the  king  would  look  upon  that 
daclaration,  and  the  full  performance  of  the  engage* 
menrs,  as  a  fatisfa^tion  for  the  injury; 

Ammca  was  fomewhat  more  tranquil  during  the  #  America 
ptefent,  dian  in  theieveral  preceding  years^  The  w^  ^SJTuU- 
of  indulgences,  to  which  they  had  long  been  hahi-  ^°'^* 
toatedy  was  feverely  felt  *,  and  the  inhabitants  be- 
caxsid  weary  of  their  combinations.    As  foon  as  they 
were   informed   that  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
nosdoas  z&  was  repealed,  they  refolved  to  confine 
thm  afibciation  to  the  prohibition  of  tea.    The  moil 
violent  malcontents,  indeed,  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  people  to  the  aflbciation,  on  the  extenfive  prin- 
ciple which  hadbeen  firfl;  adopted,  but  they  could 
not  pr^vail^    Th^  trade  of  this  country  with  Ame- 
rica began  again  to  flourifh ;  and  fubfequent  to  cap- 
ta^  Kefton's  treatment,  there  was  no  material  dif- 
ttkpbatfi^e  even  in  Maflachtifets  during  that  year^ 

The*  (fifcontcnts  at  home  were  (till,   however^  oifcontentt 
vcry^  prevalent,  e^cially  wherever  the  influence  or  jngnjl^'" 
eatampjei  of-  tbe^  London  citizens  could  operate, 
lliecorporation.perfevered  in  remonltrating  to  his       ^ 

*»  Stednan,  vol.  i.  p.  7. 
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CHAP,  majfefty ;  and  on  the  23d  of  May  they  prefented  an 
K^^^^  addrefs  ftill   more  indecent  and  difrefpeSful  than 
>77o*      that  which  they  had  delivered  before.  Common  fenfe 
drefle&the     muft  fuppofe,  that  they  intended  to  provoke  and 
"^ '         iniult  their  fovereign,  in  malung  an  application  which 
contained  fuch  ftrong  and  devious  reafonsrfor  rejec- 
tion and  reprehenfion ;  an  application  to  which  the 
king  could  grant  no  favourable  anfwer,  confidently 
with  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
iigniM      rights  of  his  parliament  *.     On  the  addrefs  being 
ibelibve.      prefented,  his  majefty  anfwered,  "  I  fhould  have 
"'*■•         been  wanting  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  myfelf,  if 
I  had  not  exprefled  my  diflatisfadion  at  the  late  ad- 
drefs.    My  fentiments  continue  the  fame ;   and  I 
fhould  ill  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  the  father  of 
my  people,  if  I  could  fuffer  myfelf  to  make  fuch  an 
ufe  of  my  prerogative,  as  I  cannot  but  think  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  intereft,  and  dangerous  to  the  con- 
Noted  re-     flitutiou,  of  the  kiugdom.'^  To  this  anfwer,  Beckford, 
fbrd^o^*^^'  the  lord-mayor,  requefled  lea^  to  reply ;  a  requefl, 
lord-mayor,  which,  though  unufual  and  indeed  unprecedented,  his 
majefly  granted.    Having  deprecated  the  difplea- 
fure  which  his  majefty  had  exprelfed  againft  the 
London  remonftrance,  he  concluded  in  terms  per- 
haps the  moft  extfaordinary  that  had  ever  been  ufed 
by  a  Britiih  fubjedl  to  a  Britifh  king:  "  Permit 
me,  fire,  farther  to  obferve,  that  whoever  has  already 
d^tred,  or  fhall  hereafter  endeavour,  by  fisJfe  infina- 
ations  and  fuggeftions,  to  alienate  your  majefty'a 
aflfedions  from  your  loyal  fubjefts  in  general^,  and 
from  the  city  of  London  in  particular,  and  to  with- 

♦  Sec  addrefs  of  the  city  of  London/  May  23d,  1770. 
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draw  your  confidence  in  and  regard  for  your  people,* 
ix.  an  enemy  to  your  majejifs  per/on  and  family^  a  vio^ 
lator  of  the  public  peace^  and  a  betrayer  of  pur  happy      ^"^'^ 
conjiitution  as  it  was  ejiablijhed  at  the  glorious  and  ne^ 
cejfary  revolution**  To  this  expoftulation  the  fpeaker 
2q)peared  to  exped  no  anfwer,  and  none  was  given ; 
and  his  majefty  afterwards  intimated  his  defire,  that 
fuch  an  irregular  procedure  fliould  not  be  repeated. 
Mr.  Beckford  was  endued  with  amiable  and  re- 
fpedable  qualities,  though  by  circumftances  and 
fituation  led  to  fo  very  reprehenfible  a  condud.  • 
Poffeffed  of  immenfe  wealth;  placed  in  a  fodety 
wherein  opulence  was  deemed  a  criterion  of  excel-* 
lence ;  receiving  from  his  aifociates  obfequious  de* 
votion,  as  having  arrived  at  the  pinnacle  of  that 
eminence  which  they  themfelves  were  refpeftively 
feeking,  he  did  not  allow  their  juft  weight  to  ta- 
lents, rankj  and  high  office.     Liberal  in  his  dona- 
tions, fplendid  in  his  entertainments,   magnificent 
in  his  difplays  of  riches,  promoting  the  wiihes  and 
defigns  of  the  city  of  London,  he  acquired  popu- 
larity even  to  adoration.     Accuflomed  to  fuch  au- 
thority over  the  clafs  of  men  with  whom  he  was 
iboft  converfant  himfelf,  he  expefted  the  fame  con- 
trol over  others.     Highly  valuing  the  city  of  Lon- 
don on  account  of  its  aggregate  wealth,  its  eftima- 
tion  of  himfelf,  and  adoption  of  his  fentiments  and 
views,  he  fancied  that  the  intimation  of  its  opinions     . 
by  him  fhould  have  irrefiflible  authority.    Enraged 
at  finding  reproachful  and  imperious  remonflrances 
to  the.fim  perfonage  in  the  ftate  difregarded,  he  had 
proceeded  to  flill  more  flagrant  and  arrogant  irreve- 
rence;   Beckford*s  condud,  by  fome  charged  with 
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republican,  licentioufnefs^  appears  much  more  pro* 
bably  to  have  arifen  from  the  pride  of  wealth  feeking 
to  overbear  rank  and  dignity,  and  irritated  to  rude- 
nefs  and  infolence  becaufe  it  was  reprefled  in  its  at- 
tempt. The  flame  which  he  had  beenfo  initrumental . 
in  fpreading,  raged  after  his  death*  :  very  violent  re- 
folutions  were  paiTed  in  the  common  coimcil ;  an* 
other  remonftranceto  his  majefty  was  framed,  and, 
bdng  of  a  fimilar  tenor,  defervedly  experienced  a 
fimilar  reception.  Petitions  and  remonftrances 
flowed  from'  various  parts ;  but,  though  fome  of 
them  were  by  no  pfieans  decorous,  yet  none  of  th^n 
fofe  to  the  audacity  of  the  London  addreOes. 
While  popular  difcontent  was  induftrioufly  kept, 
aiive,  the  minifterial  party  acquired  additional 
itrength  in  parliament.  Mr.  George  Grenville. 
died  in  November ;  and,  as  the  party  of  which  he 
had  been  the  head,  had  no  longer  the  fame,  bond 
of  connedion,  many  of  its  members  join^  the 
a^nuniftration. 

Qn  the  13th  of  November,  parliament  met ;  and 
the  principal  internal  fubjeds  which  employed  its  at-» 
tention,  were  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  the  rights  of. 
juries.   Publications  arifmg  from  the  Middlefex  elec-^ 
tion,  and  cenfuripg  the  conduft  of  parliament  aod^ 
a^iminiitradon,  had  be^n  repeatedly  the  fubjed  of , 
judicial  anipiadverfion.  \jprd  Mansfield,  in  a  charge^ 
to  the  jury  on  the  criminal  trial  of  Woodfall  for, 
pubUil)ing  Junius's  letter  to.  th^king,  had  promuU 
gated  the  following  dodrine:  "Incafe^  of,  libels, 
juries  are  to  judge  of;  the  /a^^  aj^wf  tendfttfy  onlj^ 


*  ^edied  June  21ft,  1770^ 
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but  not  of  the  intention  ;  and  the  truth  of  the 
allegations  cannot  be  pleaded  in  abatement  of  the 
guilt."     Lords  Chatham  and  Camden  in  the  houfe       >77o- 
of  peers,  and  Meflrs.  Glynn  and  Dunning  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  took  the  lead  in  reprobatihg 
this  doftrine  as  inimical  to  the  conftitutional  rights 
©f  juries,  contrary  to  law,  repugnant  to  praSice, 
and  injurious  to  the  deareft  liberties  of  the  people. 
Lord  Mansfield  endeavoured  to  defend  and  juftiiy 
his  conduft :  his  direftions  to  juries  (he  affirmed) 
were  not  new ;  he  had  proceeded  according  to  the 
pradlice  of  the  moft  approved  judges  of  former  times, 
and  uniformly  adopted  the  fame  mode  himfelf  with- 
out any  queftion  or  cenfure.     Lord  Camden  denied  ^*,^j"^' 
that  fuch  a  praftice  was  fan£Honed  by  authority,  or  Lord  cam, 
that  by  the  law  of  the  land  juries  were  circum- 
fcribed  within  ftriaerlimits  in  the  cafe  of  libels,  than 
in  any  other  fubjeft  of  jurifdiftion.     An  inquiry 
into  the  conduft  of  lord^  Mansfield  was  propofed, 
together  with  an  examination  of  the  legal  rights  of 
juries,  sLnd  motions  were  made  for  this  invefKga- 
rion  in  both  houfes,   but  were  negatived\i     Lord* 
Mansfield  left  a  paper  with  the  clerk  of  the  houfe, 
containing  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  judges  in 
£aiVour  of  his  doftrines.     Lord  Camden,  on  the   camdea 
bther  hand,  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  from  law  and  the "SS* 
precedent,  that  this  doftrine,  though  approved  by  Ig*'^!*^.,?^*. 
the  judges,  was  not  conformable  to  the  law  of  Eng-   fiti^n  ^^^ 
land :  he  propofed  queries  on  the  tenets  of  the  pa- 
per, and  defired  that  a  day  might  be  fixed  for  dif- 
cuflSngrhis  queflion ;  but  lord  Mansfield,  thus  chal- 
lenged to  a  conteft  of  legal  difquiiition,  either  doubts 
ful  of  viSory,  or  deeming  the  combat  imprudent, 
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c  H  A  F.  ileclmed  the  invitation.    The  public  was  left  with 

l^\^.  an  imprefiion,  that  lord  Camden's  dodrina,  cer- 

1770*  tainly  more  confident  with  conftitutional  liberty, 

i«^<  Mant-  j^jjj  ^^Yi  the  analogy  of  the  general  rights  of  juries 

chines  the  |q  fcrutinize  intention  as  well  as  to  learn  mere  fad, 


was  virtually  admitted  to  be  alfo  conformable  to 
law  and  precedent.  If  lord  Mansfield  could  have 
proved  the  alleged  exceptions  in  the  cafe  of  libels, 
it  was  conceived  that  he  would  have  adduced  his 
proofs,  in  order  to  prevent  future  animadverfion, 
as  well  as  to  juftify  his  pafl  jurifdidion.  Men  of 
ability  and  knowledge,  who,  without  confidering 
either  precedented  opinions  or  pradice,  merely  ar- 
gued from  reafon  and  confcience,  could  not  dif- 
cover  why  intention  ihould  not  be  taken  into  the 
juridical  account  in  eftimating  defamatory  guilt, 
when  intention  was  neceffary  to  conftitute  guilt  of 
every  other  fpecies. 

Defamation  was,  indeed,  never  more  licentious, 
than  at  the  prefent  time,  on  political  fubjeds.  One 
very  common  expedient  of  party  calumny  was, 
mifreprefentation  of  parliamentary  fpeeches  in  newf- 
papers,  fo  as  16  render  them  either  abfurd  or 
Prefetution  odious.  Two  printers*, alleged  to  be  moft  culpable 
i^tts.  i^  ^h^f^  injurious  miftatements,  were  fummoned  to 
the  bar  of  the  houfe,  but  paid  no  attention  to  the 
intimation.  The  lerjeant  at  arms  was  ordered  to 
take  them  into  cuftody  :  they  were  not  to  be  fouild. 
Six  other  printers  were  commanded  to  appear  be- 
fore the  houfe  on  fimilar  charges }  five  of*  th^m 
obeying,  were  reprimanded  and  difmifled,  but  the 

♦  Thomfon,  of  the   Gazetteer;  and  Whebk,  of  the  Mid- 
.  dkfex  Jowrnal- 

fixth 
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fixth  *  ftill  difregarding  the  notice,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  cuftody.  The  three  printers,  being  feve- 
rally  apprehended  in  the  city^  were  carried  refpec-  *77o. 
tively  before  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  Mr,  Alderman 
Oliver,  and  Crofby  the  lord  mayor ;  who  not  only 
difcharged  the  printers,  but  required  the^  officers 
who  had  executed  the  warrants  to  give  bail  to  ap- 
pear at  the  next  feffions,  to  ftand  trial  for  affault 
and  falfe  imprifonment.  Informed  of  thefe  tranl- 
aftions,  the  houfe  was  filled  with  indignation,  and 
the  lord-mayor  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his  place. 
The  magiftrate  juftified  his  condu£l,*bn  the  ground 
of  his  oath  of  office  compelling  him  to  preferve  in- 
violate the  franchifes  of  the  city  j  one  of  which  was, 
that  by  the  charters  no  citizen  could  have  law  pro- 
cefs  ferved  againft  him,  but  by  the  city  officers. 
It  was  afferted  by  the  commons,  that  the  exemption 
of  the  city  could  not  be  pleaded  againft  the  privi- 
leges of  the  houfe.  This  doftrine,  invalidating 
chartered  rights,  and  the  ad  of  parliament  by  which 
they  were  fanftioned,  being  fupported  neither  by 
precedent  nor  argument,  was  ftrongly  controverted 
m  the  houfe,  but  was  admitted  by  very  great  ma- 
jorities. The  houfe  dire£ted  the  records  refpefting 
their  meffenger  to  be  expunged,  and  all  proceedings 
to  be  flopped.  With  this  order,  by  which  one 
branch  of  the  legiflature  propofed  to  fufpend  the 
law  of  the  land,  the  magiftrate  refufed  to  comply ; 
and  Crolby  and  Oliver  were  committed  to  confine- 
ment, for  what  the  commons  ftyled  contumacy. 
'The  city  of  London,  by  its  proceedings  ever  fince 

*  Miller,  of  the  London  Evening  Poit. 
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CHAP,    the  Middlefex  eledion,  was  extremely  offeofive  to 
^..^  .1««^   mmiftry  and  its  fupporters  in  parliament ;  and  the 
^7:^'      houfe  of  commons  in  this  inftance  was  evidently 
actuated  by  refenttnent,  rather  than  guided  by  mag- 
nanimous and  found  policy.     Many,  who  had  mod 
feverdy  cenfured  the  (emonftrances  of  the  city, 
blamed  this  procedure  againft  its  principal  magi- 
ftrates,  as  a  violent,  impolitic,  and  illegal  attack  upon 
peribns  whofe  conduft,  however  deferving  of  repre- 
henfion,  did  not  render  fuch  animadverfion  either 
wife  or  juft.     Indeed,  minifters  themfelves  appeared 
to  have  thought  that  they  had  carried  their  vio- 
lence too  ftu-.     They  fummoned  Mr.  Wilkes  to  re- 
pair to  the  houfe ;  but  he  refufed  to  attend  in  any 
other  character  than  as  member  for  Middlefex. 
They  iifued  orders  for  his  appearance  at  the  bar  on 
the  8th  of  April ;  but,  aware  that  he  would  not 
attend^  they  fome  days  before  adjourned  the  houfe 
to  the  9th.     This  palpable  evafion  imprefled  the 
public  with  an  opinion,  that  the  commons  were  now 
either  fenfible  that  they  had  done  what  was  wrong, 
or  were  afraid  to  do  what  they  conceived  to  be 
right.     The  city  of  London  adively  lupported  its 
maglilrates  during  thefe  tranfadions,  and  iniifled 
that  the  whole  charge  of  their  profecution  and  de- 
fence Ihould'be  defrayed  by  the  corporation.  Their 
i!onfinement  could  only  continue  till  parliament 
was  prOTOgued,  and  at  the  end  of  the  feffioa.they^ 
were  liberated.    This  i^mprifonment  of  the  magi- 
ftrates  fanned  the  popular.fiam^e,  ii^ured  inftead  of 
ferving  the  caufe  of  government,  and  greatly  di- 
.miniihed  the  rcfpeft  of  the  people  for  their  repre- 
fentatives.    JSo  pernicious  is  it  for  either  law-givers 

or 
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or  judges  to  deliberate  or  decide  under  the  influence 
of  violent  paflion  or  prejudice  *. 

A  felefl;  committee,  appointed  agreeably  to  Mr* 
Grenville's  late  bill,  for  determining  a  contefted  confederacy 
'elefUon  for  the  borough  of  Shoreham  in  Suffex,  il\hlhoI 
brought  to  light  about  this  time  a  remarkable  fcene  Jhw^ham; 
of  corruption.  The  returning  officer  had  declared 
a  candidate  fupported  by  only  thirty-feven  voters 
duly  elcded,  in  preference  to  another  who  had 
eighty-feven  in  his  fevour.  When  ekamined  by 
tl^  doninlictee  on  what  appeared  to  be  fo  i^agrant  a 
partiality,  he  in  his  exculpatory  evidence  eftabliflied 
the  following  fads.  The  majority  of  freemen  of 
the  Corporation  had  formed  thcmfelves  into  a  fociety 
which  diey  cjdled  the  Chriftian  club,  profefledly  to 
promote  pious  and  charitable  j^urpofes  ^  and  feveral 
ads  were  dccafioniilly  performed  to  accredit  theit 
profeffion^  But  the  real  objed  pf  the  combination 
Was,  to  £eU  the  borough  to  the  higheft  bidder,  and 
diftribute  the  money  anlong  the  pious  confedjsrates^ 
Paying  to  religion  that  homage  which  confcience 
often  exists  from  men  violating  its  molt  facred  du-« 
lies,  they  bound  themfelves  by  folemn  oaths  to  fide- 
iity  m  their  afTociated  villany ;  and  added  legal  in-^ 
ftrumeatSj  in  bonds  with  large  penalties,  to  fecure 
their  adherents  to  this  illegal  engagement.  Thefe 
profeffed  religionifts  then,  without  fcruplc,  took  the 
oath  ag^ft  bribery  and  corruption*  The  return- 
ing officef  had  himfelf  belonged  to  the  club,  but, 
being  difgufted  with  their  conduQ:,  had  quitted  their 
party*     Aware  of  their  {principles  and  eilabliflied 

*  Sccj  in  Salluft,  Gaefar's  fpeech  on  the  punifliinent  of  the* 
confplratoi's. 

Vol.  U.  G  praftice. 


S2  HISTORY  OF  THE 

CHAP,    praftice,  he  by  vigilance  afcertained,  and  was  able 
,,^^^1.^^  to  prove,  that  a  fum  of  money  had  been  diftri- 
»7"0'      buted  among  eighty-one  of  the   majority,  whofe 
votes,  therefore,  in  his  return  he  had  not  eftimated. 
The  oflSicer  was  cenfured  for  his  affumption  of  illegal 
power;   but,  the  fafts  being  proved,  a  law  was 
made,  incapacitating  the  eighty-one  freemen  fiom 
voting  at  eleftions, 
,771,  Of  external  politics,  the  only  important  fubjeft 

of  difcuflion  this  year  was,  the  fatisfadKon  offered 
by  Spain  concerning  Falkland's  iflands,  and  ac- 
o  fitton  ^^P^^^  t^y  ^^^  country.  According  to  oppofition, 
ccnjure  tbc  thc  proffcr  of  Spain,  accompanied  Mith  the  referva- 
znitted  from  tion  of  a  right  to  the  fubjeft  in  difpute,  was  nei- 
^^^°*  ther  a  fatisfaftion  for  paft  injury,  nor  a  fecurity 
againfl:  future.  We  had  been  obliged  to  prepare 
armaments,  which  coft  us  three  millions  fterling  ; 
and  it  was  ftriftly  juft,  that  Spain  fliould  indem- 
nify us  for  an  expenditure  which  originated  in  her 
aggreffion,  and  increafed  to  its  prefent  amount  by 
her  reluftance.  The  convention  had  procured  no 
recompence  for  this  enonnous  expence ;  but  even  as 
a  reftitution.  Port  Egmont,  and  not  all  Falkland's 
iflands,  had  been  ceded ;  whereas  our  right  to  the 
whole  was  as  clear  as  to  that  part.  Although  the 
court  of  Madrid  had  difavowed  the  aft  of  hoftility 
as  proceeding  from  particular  inftruftion,  yet  fhe 
had  jiiflified  it  as  implied  in  her  general  direftions 
to  American  governors.  Minifters  ought  to  have 
demanded  the  difavowal  of  this  general  order,  and 
of  the  exorbitant  and  abfurd  claim  to  exclufive  do- 
minion in  the  fouth  fea,  on  which  it  was  founded. 
By  the  law  of  nations,  and  even  by  the  treaty  of 
7  Utrecht, 
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Utrecht,  we  were  entitled  to  demand  the  punifli-  c  h  a  p. 
ment  of  Buccarelli :  we  ought  alfo  to  have  ex-  ^,^-^..^ 
^flied  the  complete  fettlement  of  the  Manilla  ran-  ^^^^ 
fom  t  in  fhoit,  the  agreement,  neither  complete  nor 
decifive,  contained  the  feeds  of  future  hoftility. 
Miniftcrs  replied,  that  the  claim  to  Falkland's 
iflands  had  never  been  allowed  by  Spain.  Our 
people  had  really  given  thd  firft  infult,  by  warning 
the  Spaniards  to  depart  from  an  ifland  which  they 
confidered  as  thdr  own.  Spain  had  given  up  the 
Britifh  fettlement  and  property  which  hei'  officers 
had  feized  j  and  what  more  could  be  expefted  from 
the  moll  fuccefsful  war  ?  Inderimification  for  ex^ 
pence,  was  a  redrefs  which,  in  modern  treaties  of 
peace,  it  was  very  unufual  for  a  viftor  to  demand. 
We  had  fupported  and  fatisfied  the  honour  of  Eng- 
land }  and  our  dignity  being  fecure,  our  intereft 
required  that  we  Ihould  live  upon  the  tiioft  ami- 
cable terms  with  a  country  with  which  we  had  the 
clofeft  commercial  ties.  War  with  Spain  would 
foon  have  joined  France  in  the  fame  caufe,  mord 
clofely  have  demented  the  alliance  between  thefe 
powers,  and  Involved  lis  in  hoftilities  with  the 
whole  houfe  of  Bourbon.  They  accufed  oppofition^ 
of  a*defire  to  embroil  this  country  in  a  war  with 
Spain,  iti  hopes  that  fome  difaftef  might  enfue^ 
which  would  expofe  adminiftration  to  the  public 
refentment,  and  drive  them  from  office  *.  A  great 
majority  of  both  houfeS,  after  very  violent  debates, 

*  This  charge,  though  advanced  in  parliament^  ^^as  much 
more  explicitly  detailed  in  minifterial  writings,  and  efpecially  in 
Dr.  Johnfon's  celebrated  pamphlet  upon'  Falkland's  illands. 
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declared  thdr  approbation  of  the  convention  wdi 
Spain. 

<77x*  The  difcuflion  of  this  fubjed  incidentally  caufed  a 

difagreement  between  the  two  houfes,  which  lafted 
through  the  whole  feffion.  Before  the  adjuftme&t 
was  comfdeted,  the  di^  of  Manchefter  made  a 
motion  for  an  addiefs  to  expedite  our  preparations, 
n^ommending  at  the  lame  time  certain  difpofitions 
of  our  forces.  Miniftars  thinking  thefe  difcuil^s 
not  prudent  bef<»^  ftrangers,  of  whom  there  was 
a  great  number  in  the  ihoufe,  propofed  that  the 
houfe  ihould  be  cleared.  There  happened  at  this 
time  to  be  feveral  members  from  die  other  houfe  at- 
tending with  a  bill,  and  thefe  were  included  in  the 
order  for  departure.  The  commc^is  confidering  this 
procedure  as  cferogatoryfromdieirdignity,gaveafimi- 
lar  order  for  exclufion,  without  the  exception  of  peers. 
The  mifunderftanding,  for  the  three  lail  months  of 

'    '  the  feflion,  prevented  all  intercourfe  between  the, 

houfes,  excqit  in  mere  matters  of  bufinefs ;  and, 
to  the  great  difapjkwtment  and  diipleafure  of  the 
public,  excluded  all  others  from  both. 

SsppUct.  The  fupplies,  which  were  granted  this  feffion 

under  the  apprehenfion  of  a  war  with  Spain,  were 
liberal.  The  ways  and  means  were,  a  loan  of 
1 ,800,000 1.  on  exchequer  bills ;  an  increafe  of  land- 
tax  to  four  ihillings ;  a  lottery ;  the  furplufage 
of  the  finking  fund ;  a  fmall  tonnage  upon  (hip- 
ping ;  with  additional  duties  on  tobacco,  teas,  fpi- 
rits,  wines,  and  other  foreign  goods.'  Thefe 
taxes,  chiefly  affeding  luxuries,  met  with  little  op- 
pofition  or  animadverfion.  Indeed,  this  budget 
manifefted  merely  common  official  experience,  and 

neither 
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neither  proved  the  minifter  to  poflefs,  nor  to  want,  ^  ha  p, 
financial  talents.     Parliament  being  prorogued  on  v^^^^^^ 
the  8th  of  May,  clofed  a  fefSon  more  remarkable      '^''■• 
for  the  contentious  violence  of  its  debates,  and  the 
paffionate  beat  of  its  propofitions,  than  for  the  wif- 
dom  of  its  deliberations^  or  the  importance  of  its 
deaees« 


0$ 
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CHAP.     X. 

State  of  the  colonies. — Effects  of  Lord  Norths  conciliatory  at^ 
tempt, — Striking  diverfity  of  fentimfnt  and  fpirit  between 
Ne%u  England  and  other  colonies — //  not  fufficiently  regarded 
by  mini/lers. — Difcontefrts  in  England  begin  to  fubftde. — 
Meeting  ofparliatnent. — Petition  for  exemption fromfuhfcrib^ 
ing  the  thirty^nine  articles. — Oppofed  by  one  clafs  on  grounds 
of  theological  principle — by  another  on  political  expediency. — 
Petition  of  the  diffenters. — HaughtotCs  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  d'lffenters  is  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons y  hut  thrown  out 
by  the  lords, -r-Clerical  nullum  tempus  bill  is  reje^ed, — La'w^ 
for  rejiri^ing  the  marriage  of  the  royal  family, — Arguments 
ogainjl  it— for  it—pajffcd, — Eajl  India  affairs^ — Supplier. 
,^SeJpon  rifes^-^Dcatb  of  the  princefs  dowager  of  Wales, 
—Operations  between  Rttffta  and  Turkey, — Scheme  of  Fre^ 
deric  and  Catharine  for  partitioning  Poland — offer  Auflria 
afhare-^fhe  objeEls  to  the  inequqlity  of  the  divijion — her- 
fcruples  are  vanquifhed  by  a  larger  dijlribution, — Difmem^^. 
berment  of  Poland, — Revolution  in  Sweden, — State  of  Den-». 
mark, — Incapacity  of  the  king, — Character  andconduEi  of  the 
queen, — Artifices  of  the  queen  jDowager, — Struenfee, — Ac^. 
cufation  and  arrefi  of  Matilda. — Remonfirances  of  the  court 
of  London, — Hh  Britannic  majefiy  demands  and  refcues  his 
fff^ringfifier — and  affords  her  an  afylum  in  his  German 
dominions, 

CHAP.  nPHE  afl:  of  1770  did  not  fully  fatisfy  the  wiflies 
^'     ,  of  the  American  people ;  in  mod  of  the  colonies, 

1771.       however,  its  influence  was  fo  great,  that  during  1 77 1 
State  of  the    tranquillity  prevailed.     There  were,  indeed,  in  all 
the  provinces,  demagogues,  who  ftrenuoufly  endea- 
voured to  convince  their  countrymen  that  the  re- 
peal had  been  extorted  by  refiftance,  and  not  con-5 

ceded 
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c^ded  by  juftice ;  and  that  therefore  they  ought  c  h^a  p. 

to  perfift  in  oppofing  Britifli  government^  until  eveiy  .^-^ 

difa^reeable  law  Ihould  be  refcinded.     But  the  mid-  ^  J^^** 

-  ,       .  rk       11      r     T  Efrcdls  of 

die  and  fouthcm  colonies,  now  not  aaually  teehng  lord 
any  grievance  in  the  operation  of  the  duty,  were  ^^ndiutory 
not  to  be  difturbed  by  abftrafk  claims,  and  a  ge-  »^^«np««* 
neral  calm  fucceeded  to  the  late  ferment.     New 
England,   however,    and    efpecially    Maflachufets 
Bay,  was  far  from  being  equally  quiet.     The  efta- 
blifliment  of  a  board  of  cuftoms,  neceflary  for  the 
eiFeftual  execution  of  the  navigation  aft,  and  the 
aftivity  of  the  navy  officers   in  preventing  con- 
traband  praftices  at  the  beginning  of  their  oppo- 
fition,  had  not  been  an  oftenfible  fubjedt  of  diffatis- 
iaftion ;  but  they  now  expreffed  their  fentiipents 
openly  againft  cuftoms.     In  an  addrefs  to  the  go- 
vernor on  the  5th  of  July   1771,    they  declared 
cuftoms  to  be  a*  tribute  extorted  from  thofe  who 
had  a  right  to  the  aJ)folute  difpofal  of  their  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  principle  now  affumed,  was  a  dif- 
avowal  of  the  fupremacy  of  Britain,  which  from 
the  firft  eftablifliment  of  the  colonies  had  been  ac- 
knowledged in  America.     The  other  provinces  had  The  dfver- 
objeded  to  taxes,  as  an  unconftitutional  innovation ;  tlmentbc"" 
they  afferted  the  claims  of  Britilh  fubjefts,  and  as  ^^.n^j^^i 
Britilh  fubjefts  required  redrefs.     The  colonifts  of  the  other 
Maflachufets  fpoke  and  afted  as  members  of  inde- 
pendent communities ;   and  the  general  tenor  of 
their  condudt  manifefted  a  difpofition  to  fepjrate 
from  Great  Britain  as  foon  as  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity fliould  offer.     The  conccffions  which  tran- 
quillifed   their  fouthern  brethren,   only  ferved  to 
render  thofe  turbulent  republicans  more  infolent 
G  4  and 
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CHAP,  find  violent.     Ever  fince  the  removal  of  the  troops, 

v_,^— ^.  they  had  infulted,  attacked,  and  abufed  the  cuftom*- 

J77««      houfe  officers,  and  other  fci-vant$  of  the  crown ;  and 

deiTionflrated   that    nothing  would  reftrain  them 

from  injulHce  and  tumult,  but  an  armed  force, 

uwtM-     Had  the  Britiih  miniftry  accurately  (hidied  the  di- 

ficirnily  re-  ^  -.  •       •   t     t  r\  *•« 

carded  by  vcrfity  of  provmcial  charaaer,  and  employed  able, 
^^^^*'  popular,  and  eloquent  men,  to  court  and  conciliate 
the  fouthem  and  middle  colonies,  counteraft  the  arts 
of  the  northern  emiflaries,  and  detach  the  votaries 
of  monarchy  from  the  abettors  of  republicanifin,  it 
is  by  no  means  improbable  that  they  might  have 
prevented  the  revolt  from  being  general ;  and,  if 
they  had  effefted  that  great  purpofc,  they  would 
have  had  little  difficulty  in  compelling,  by  vigour 
and  decificn,  the  democratical  agitators  of  Mafla-t 
chufets  to  perform  the  duties  of  Britiih  fubjefts  5 
but  no  fuch  experiment  was  tried.  Lord  North 
appears  to  have  formed  no  comprehenfive  plan  for 
the  govermnent  of  America ;  but  to  have  fatisfied 
himfelf  with  devifing  temporary  expedients  for  re, 
moving  particular  difcontents,  as  they  Ihewed  them- 
felves  in  overt  afts  of  fedition  and  violaico,  with- 
out inveftigating  principles  and  caufes,  or  framing 
any  general  fyftem  either  of  condtiation  or  coer- 
cion. 
The  djfcon-  lu  England,  hoftility  to  government  became  lefs. 
E^iJnd  be-  ^'ioJent  The  city  of  London,  indeed,  perfevered  in 
gin  to  fub-  imperious  expoftulation  with  the  fovereign ;  while 
the  king  had  the  magnanimous  patience  to.  anfwer 
infolent  rudenefs  with  mild  politenefs,  and  gave  a 
very  temperate  though  decifive  denial,  including  a 
poignjuat  cenfure  for  fp  frequent  a  repetition  of  fuch 

aa 
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an  abfurd  addrcfs.  The  difcontents  of  the  metro- 
polis, however,  were  diverted  by  a  fchifm  between 
Wilkes  and  fome  of  his  late  fupporters ;  efpecially  *77i. 
Mr.  Home,  afterwards  fo  noted  as  a  politician,  and 
eminent  as  a  philologift.  Thefe  private  difputes  long 
occupied  the  adverfe  champions,  and  filled  the 
prers :  though  their  caufes  and  details  be  of  no 
hiftorical  importance,  yet  their  exiftence  requires  to 
be  mentioned,  fmce  they  tended  to  the  diminution 
of  thofe  inflammatory  proceedings  which  fq  long 
had  difturbed  the  public  peace.  In  other  parts,  the 
diflatisfaftion  became  more  languid  in  its  efforts ; 
its  outrageous  violence  feemed  to  be  paffed ;  and 
though  in  fome  places  it  manifefted  a  gloomy  ful- 
lennefs,  yet,  on  the  whole,  a  dawning  profpeft 
opened  of  returning  tranquillity. 

The  ikuation  of  affairs  abroad  contained  no 
grounds  of  apprehenfion  refpefting  the  peace  of 
Great  Britain  :  Spain  had  fulfilled  her  engagements 
by  reftoring  Port  Egmont ;  and  France  continuing 
the  fcen^  of  internal  difturbance,  which  was  height- 
«icd  by  the  profligate  and  odious  charafter  of  the 
duke  d'Aguillon  (now  favourite  and  prime  mini- 
fter),  appeared  to  be  without  any  intention  of  an- 
noying her  neighbours,  Eaftern  Europe  was  occu- 
pied  rither  as  aftors  in  hoftile  fcenes,  or  very  vigi- 
lant and  interefted  fpeQiators.  The  year  1771  was 
therefore  favourable  to  ifitems^  luifl  colonial  quiet, 
find  threatened  no  interruption  from  abroad.  Mi- 
nifters  ajcquired  frefh  acceflions  from  the  party  of 
Mr.  Grenville  ;  befides,  members  of  other  connec- 
tions were  now  tired  of  oppofing  an  adminifl:ratioa 
that  appeared  to  them  firmly  eflabliihed* 

Oa 
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On  the  22d  of  January  1772,  parliament  aflem- 
bled ;  and  the  firft  day's  debate  (hewed  much  lefs 
of  afperity  and  acrimony,  than  the  prelufive  eSbrts 
to  the  contentions  of  the  former  feffions.  The  bu- 
fmefs  of  importance  which  earlieft  in  the  fei&on 
engaged  the  attention  of  parliament,  was  a  motion 
of  minifters  for  voting  twenty-five  thoufand  feamen 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.  The  French, 
it  was  faid,  had  fent  a  flxong  fleet  to  India,  it  was 
therefore  necefiary  for  England  to  fend  thither  a  dill 
more  powerful  force ;  the  Spaniards  had  alfo  a  con- 
iiderable  armament  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  was  re- 
quifite  for  this  country  to  over-match  them  in  that 
quarter ;  and  the  war  between  the  Turks  and  the 
Ruffians  rendered  it  proper  to  employ  a  ftronger 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  than  was  wanted  in  the 
time  of  peace.  Oppofition  contended,  that  the 
force  was  greater  than  the  exigency  of  the  country 
demanded;  but  they  fufiered  the  motion  to  be 
carried  without  any  divifion. 

Early  in  this  feflion  came  before  parliament,  for 
the  firft  time,  a  fubjeft  which  has  fince  been  very  fre- 
quently agitated,  and  has  produced  a  vaft  variety  of 
Petition       literary  and  political  difcuffion.     On  the  6th  of  Fe- 
ti^OT  from^'    bruary,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  lower  houfe, 
Se  aIS-    ^^^^  ^^^^  clergymen  of  the  church  of  England, 
certain  members  of  the  learned  profeffions  of  law  and 
phyfic,  and  others,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 
neceffity  of  fubfcribing  the  thirty-nine  articBes.  Men 
had  an  inherent  right,  they  faid,  held  from  God 
only,  and  fubjefl:  to  no  human  authority,  to  ufe 
their  own  judgment  in  the  interpretation  of  fcrip- 
ture.     This  natural  right,  they  afiirmed,  was  re- 
cognized 


mneanicio; 
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cognized  by  the  original  principles  of  reformation,  chap. 
Such  a  privilege,  belonging  to  them  as  men  and  >_^L,_p 
proteftants,  was  violated  by  the  impofition  of  fub-  i77*« 
fcriptions  to  certain  articles  of  faith,  that  did  not 
flow  from  Chriil  and  his  apoftles,  but  were  drawn 
up  by  human  beings  as  fallible  as  themfelves. 
Thefe  fubfcriptions  were  fartfier  reprefented  as  a 
great  hindrance  to  the  difFullon  of  true  religion, 
by  difcouraging  the  ftudy  of  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
Icriptures,  and  creating  animofities  among  fellow- 
proteftants :  the  diverfity  of  opinions  held  by 
the  eftablifhed  clergy  concerning  fome  of  the  arti- 
cles caufed  diflenfions,  and  the  difputes  among  pro- 
feffed  believers  encouraged  infidelity.  The  peti- 
tioning members  of  the  two  other  learned  profeffions 
complained,  that  ihey  fuffered  peculiar  hardlhips  in 
being  obliged,  at  their  firft  admiffion  to  the  univer- 
fity  (matriculation  J ^  when  fo  immature  in  age  and 
knowledge  for  deep  difquifitions,  to  fubfcribe  to  a 
variety  of  theological  propofitions,  in  order  to  attain 
academical  degrees  in  their  refpeQ:ive  faculties, 
Fhile  their  opinions  on  thofe  fubjedts  could  be  of 
no  confequence,  either  to  the  public, "or  their  em- 
ployers in  their  prgfeflioi^s;  Th6  fupporters  of  the 
petition  argued  oi^  the  advantages  of  extending  re- 
ligious toleration ;  and  endeavoured  to  fhew,  that 
the  articles^. were  in  fome  parts  contradiftory,  and 
in  others  totally  indefenfibje.  They  enlarged  on 
the  principal  topics  fet  forth  i|i  the  petition  itfelf ; 
and  concluded  with  obferving,  that,  on  granting 
the  requefted  relief,  many  of  the  diflenters,  being 
no  longer  deterred  by  articles,  would  join  the  efta- 
tlilbed  church. 

.»7 
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By  two  clafles  was  this  petition  oppo&d  :  the 
one  confifted  of  the  tory  and  high-church  gentle- . 
it4po^     men,  who  coniidered  the  thirty-nine  articles  as  the 
byoDeciaft,  bulwaik  of  the  church  of  England,  and  of  chrift- 

tMi  groondt  ^ 

Of  theoiogi-  ianity  itfclf.  In  the  laft  century,  the  church,  and 
*  with  it  the  ftate,  fell,  through  fuch  innovations. 
Parliament,  they  contended,  could .  not  grant  the 
defired  relief,  becaufe  it  could  not  annul  the  obli- 
gations of  an  oath.  The  king  could  not  comply 
with  their  petition,  as  he  was  bound  by  oath  to 
preferve  the  eftabliftied  church ;  a  compliance  would 
alfo  be  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  imion,  as  by 
them  it  was  flipulated,  that  the  ecclefiaflical  go- 
vernments of  Scotland  and  England  fliould  continue 
for  ever  unchanged.  Writings  of  late  had  appeared, 
inimical  to  the  mod  important  articles,  not  only  of 
the  church  of  England,  but  of  the  chriftian  faith : 
they  had  denied  the  doftrines  of  the  trinity,  and 
the  divinity  of  our  Saviour ;  and  thus  endeavoured 
to  remove  the  comer-ftone  of  our  religion :  by 
granting  the  petition,  therefore,  we  fhould  admit 
unitarians  and  other  heretics  to  be  clergymen  of  the 
church  of  England, 
by  another,  A  greater  number  of  members  oppofed  the  pe- 
wpSitocy.  tition  on  political  grounds  ♦*  They  vindicated  its 
advocates  from  the  charge  of  heretical  opinions ; 
they  maintained,  that  the  legiOature  had  ftill  a  con- 
trol over  the  articles  of  union^  and  had  exerdfed 
that  control  towards  the  two  churches;  in  Eng- 
land, by  an  zSt  againft  occafional  conformity ;  and 
in  Scotland,  by  an  act  annulling  the  popuUr  elec- 

*  Parliamentary  Debatei,  177X. 

tioa 
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tion  of  cl^gymen*    Every  fodety,  they  obferved,  chap* 
is  competent  to  determine  the  qualifications  of  its  y^-^l^^ 
members ;  all  govemm^its  have  a  right  to  confti*      '77*' 
tute  the  feveral  orders  of  their  fubjefis,  to  afcertain 
that  the  principles  and  charaders  of  perfons  em« 
ployed  in  any  trufl:  be  fuch  as  will  moil  e£Fe£tually 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  thofe  trufts*    The  office  of 
public  mffarudors  of  the  people  in  virtue  and  reli* 
gion,  requires  a  carefu^  examination  of  the  capa« 
city,  difpofitionS)  principles,  and  opinions  of  the 
perfons  propofmg  to  of&ciate*     The  clergy  being 
intended  to  teach  the  nation,  it  is  expedient  that 
there  (hould  be  an  uniformity  of  eftablifhed  dodrine^ 
the  chi^  tenets  of  which  every  clergyman  fhould 
admit.     Admiffibility  to  the  clerical,  as  well  as  to 
any  other  public  office,  is  a  queflion  of  expediency  ; 
and  this  is  no  hardfhip  :   a  candidate  has  the  aU 
temative,  of  refufing  either  the  employment,  or  fub- 
fcription*     Fhyficians  and  civilians  are  in  the  fame 
predicament,  required  to  fubfcribe  certain  articles, 
or  not  to  become  members  of  an  Engliih  univerfity. 
It  is  found  expedient  that  there  fhould  be  a  national 
church  for  the  prefervation  and  promotion  of  chrifl- 
ianity,  and  for  the  welfare  of  fociety.     Thefe  ar- 
ticles are  confidered  by  the  legiflature  as  conducive 
to  the  purpofes  in  view ;   th^efore  law«givers  ought 
to  require  the  admiffion  of  them  in  the  holders  of 
employments  which  ar€  conneded  with  the  objeds 
of  that  national  church.     On  thefe  flrong  and  com- 
prehenfive  grounds  of  equitable  policy,  many  en- 
lightened fenators,  who  were  not  votaries  of  the  high- 
church  dodrines^  joined  in  defending  our  ecclefi- 
aitical  eftablifhment  againft  innovation.    The  majo- 
rity 
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rity  againft  the  petition  was  two  hundred  and  feven- 
teen  to  feventy-one. 
177**  In  the  courfe  of  the  debates,  not  a  few  of  thtf 

cppofers  of  the  petition  had  exprefled  an  opinion,' 
that  though  it  was  juft  and  reafonable  to  requireT 
fubfcription  from  perfons  propofing  to  be  clergy-^ 
men  in  the  eftablilhed  church,  and  to  derive  profit 
from  the  priefthood,  it  was  hard  to  oblige  diffent- 
ing  minifters  to  fubfcribe  the  dodrinal  articles  of  the 
church,  from  which  they  fought  nisither  promotion 
nor  emolument.     By  the  aft  of  toleration,  diflenters 
were  allowed  to  exercife  divine  worfhip  according 
to  their  own  fentiments,  if  their  minifters  fubfcribed 
all  the  articles  of  the  church  except  thofe  which 
relate  to  difcipline.     When  that  aft  was  paffed,  dif- 
fenters  were  as  warmly  attached  to  the  Calviniftic 
doftrines  of  the  articles  as  churchmen  themfelves, 
and  readily  fubfcribed  them  as  required  by  law. 
During  the  laft  two  reigns,  it  had  appeared   that 
Arianifm  and  Socinianifm  became  very  prevalent : 
few  of  the  diflenters  for  many  years  had  fubfcribed 
the  articles,    and  thus   were    liable  to   penalties, 
though  from  the  liberality  of  the  age,  and  the  le- 
iiient  government  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic,  thefe 
were  very  rarely  inflifted. 
Houghton'f       Sir  Henry  Houghton  made  a  motion  to  relieve 
VeilcUf  dff-  the  diflenters  from  fubfcriptions  and  the  penal  laws, 
feaicrf,        ^^^^  j^.^^  Warmly  oppofed  by  the  high-church  gen- 
tlemen.    The  diflenters,  it  was  faid,  by  omitting 
to  fubfcribe,  had  violated  the  law  of  the  land ;  and 
the  tranfgreflbrs,  not  fatisfied  with  being  excufed, 
defired  the  law  to  be  changed  in  order  to  accommo. 
date  a  change  in  their  opinions.    A  total  exemptfoit 

from 
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from  fubfcription  would  open  the  way  to  herefy  and 
infidelity.  The  diflenters  were  a  refpeftable  body, 
and  a  certain  regard  was  due  to  their  opinions ;  but  ^77»- 
the  prefent  bill,  inftead  of  propofing  the  mere  re*  - 
Kef  of  non-conformifts,  was  a  projefl;  for  encou- 
raging fchifm,  and  ultimately  deftroying  the  church 
of  England ;  many  of  the  diffenters  now  maintained 
doftrines  totally  different  from  thofe  of  former  times, 
and  were  inimical  to  the  church  of  England^  to  the 
proteftant  religion,  and  to  true  chriftianity  :  to  en- 
courage fuch  men,  therefore,  would  be  equally  con- 
tradiftory  to  found  policy,  and  to  the  interefts  of 
the  eftabliflied  faith.  The  fupporters  of  the  bill 
contended,  that  fubfcriptions,  while  they  operate 
againfl:  the  pious  and  confcientious,  are  no  reflraints 
on  the  impious  and  wicked.  The  fedarians  were 
charged  with  having  deviated  from  the  theological 
opinions  of  their  predeceffors ;  but  in  all  ranks  of 
a  community  advancing  in  knowledge  and  civiliza- 
tion, the  more  underftandings  were  exercifed,  the 
greater  would  be  the  diverfity  in  the  refult  of  dif- 
ferent efforts.  That  fome  individual  diffenters  held 
principles  inimical  to  chriftianity,  might  be  true ; 
but  the  charge  againft  them  as  a  body,  was  totally 
falfe :  they  had  been  uniformly  the  friends  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  had  fupported  the  Britifli  con- 
ftitution,  the  eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of  Brunf- 
wic,  and  all  thofe  principles  and  meafures  by  which 
our  conftitutional  rights  were  upheld:  they  had 
moreover  fupported  the  chriftian  faith  againfl  its 
mofl  ardent  impugners ;  and  fuch  men  certainly 
deferved  to  enjoy  fomething  more  than  mere  impu- 
nity by  connivance.     By  toleration,  chriftianity  had 

flourilhedj 
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flourifhed ;  by  intolerance,  the  number  of  betieVeH 

had  been  leflened  *  :  let  protefiants  be  united,  that 

177*.     ^e  may^  be  the  better  able  to  make  head  againft 

iMifetthe     infidels*    Thefe  confiderations  induced  a  great  ma- 

^^'"^^^    jority  in  the  houfe  of  commons  to  vote  for  the  bill ; 

but  in  the  houfe  of  lords  the  biihops  exerted  them- 

felves  fo  ftrenuoufly  againft  an  indulgence  which 

they  conceived  and  reprefented  to  be  dangerous  to 

^*'«         the  church,  that  the  bill  was  rejefted  by  no  lefe 

thrown  out  '  .       J  .    ' 

ly  tbciordi*  than  a  hundred  and  two  to  twenty-nine. 

Clerical  Duriug  this  fcffiou  alfo,  another  bill  was  prOpofed 

pw  ibSI"^  on  an  ecclefiaftical  fubje&,  intitled  the  church 
nullum  tempus  bill ;  the  objefl:  of  which  was  analo- 
gous to  the  purpofe  of  the  crown  nullum  fempus  law, 
to  fecure  land-pofTeifors  againft  dormant  dlaims  of 
the  church.  On  the  part  of  the  church  it  was  an^ 
fwered,  that  the  power  of  reviving  claims  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  prevent  the  laity  from  effedKng  thofe  en- 
croachments which  they  were  always  defirous  of 
making  upon  the  clergy.  The  propofed  bill  would 
be  peculiarly  injurious  to  the  poor  clergy,  whom 
great  iand^holders,  and  combinations  of  rich  farmers^ 
were  very  much  'difpofcd  to  opprefs^  The  fup-* 
porters  of  the  bill  replied,  that  its  proviiions  guarded 
againft  the  alleged  inconveniences ;  and  they  (icfied 
its  opponents  to  prove  that  the  laity  did  opprefs  the 
clergy.  Minifters,  defirous  of  gratifying  the  hitir- 
archy,  were  very  inimical  to  a  bill  which  tended  to 

St  ttgedei.  abridge  clerical  power.  To  independent  m^oibers, 
however,  it  appeared  fo  reafonable,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  influence  of  adminiflration,  the  majo- 

*  Burke's  fpeech  on  fir  Henry  Houghton's  motion^    Parlia- 
mcfitsuy  Del^atcsy  1772. 
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rity  by  which  it  was  negatived  was  very  incori-  chap. 
fiderable.  ._^  /-,^ 

Whife  parliamem  was  occupied  in  examining  the  i77a» 
extent  and  boundaries  of  religious  indulgence^  and  • 
admitting  the  equity  and  wifdom  of  liberal  tolera- 
tion prevented  it  from  entrenching  on  the  efta- 
blifhment,  a  fubjefl:  was  fubmitted  to  their  deli*- 
beration,  which  involved  the  moft  important  duties 
of  morality,  and  the  clofeft  ties  of  civil  fodety :  this  Law  for  rc» 
was  a  bill  for  reftraining  the  royal  family  in  the  mirrUge^or 
momentous  engagement  of  marriage  j  the  propofi-  ^^^^^^ 
tion  of  which  arofe  from  the  following  incidents. 
The  duke  of  Gloucefter  had  efpoufed  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Waldegrave ;  and  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, Mrs*  Horton,  a  widow,  and  daughter  to  lord 
Irnham*  Thefe  marriages,  which  had  been  con- 
cluded clandeftinely,  gave  great  diflatisfaftion  at 
court*  On  the  l8th  of  February,  the  king  fent  a 
meflag€  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  importing^ 
that  his  majefty  thought  it  would  be  wife  and  ex- 
pedient in  parliament  to  render  effedual  the  right 
which  had  always  belonged  to  the  kings  of  this 
realm^  of  approving  all  marriages  of  the  royal  fa* 
mily,  to  fupply  the  defeds  of  the  law  now  in  being ; 
and,  by  fome  new  provifion,  more  efieftually  to 
guard  defcendants  of  his  late  majefty  (excepting  the 
iffue  of  princefles  afEancied  into  foreign  families) 
from  marrying  without  the  approbation  of  his  ma-* 
jefty,  his  heirs ^  of  fucceflbfs.  In  confequence  of  this 
meffage,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords, 
for  tendering  all  the  defcendants  of  George  Ih  (with 
the  exception  above-mentioned)  incapable  of  con- 
tracting marriage  without  the  confent  of  the  king. 

Vol,  II.  H  or 
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CHAP,  or  his  fucceffors  on  the  throne,'  figniiied  under  the 
v^.^i^^  great  feal,  and  declared  in  council.     There  was  in 
'77»-      the  bill,  however,  one  deviation  from  the  tenor  of 
the  royal  meifage  ;    for,   if  fuch  defcendant,  after 
palling  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  gave  the  privy 
council  twelve  months  previous  notice  of  his  in- 
tended marriage,  unlefs  both  houfes  of  parliament 
within  that  time  declared  their  difapprobation,  it 
Arpuments   might  be  Valid  without  the  royal  confent.     The  bill 
******  *  '    was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  both  houfes,  on  grounds 
of  law,  policy,  and  morality.     It  was  denied  that 
the  power  declared  in  the  preamble  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  king,  adually  did  conftitute  part  of 
the  royal  prerogative  in  the  extent  now  claimed  ; 
as  a  fa£i:,  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  our  hiftory  *  ; 
nor  as  law,  in  our  ftatutes,  precedents,  or  the  opi- 
nions of  our  judges.     The  declaration  of  law  was, 
befides,  either  ufelcfs  or  hurtful :    if  intended  to 
have  no  retrofpeftive  operation,  it  was  frivolous  and 
unneceffary ;  if  defigned  as  a  retrofpeft,  it  was  ini- 
quitous.    The  defcendants  of  George  II.  might  in 
time  comprehend  great  numbers  who  were  difperfed 
among  the  various  ranks  of  civil  life ;  and  thus  many 
families  would,  in  their  moft  important  engagements, 
become  dependent  on  the  crown.     The  time  of  non- 
age too,  was  by  this  law  lengthened  beyond  juft 
limits ;    it  was  difrefpeftful  to  the  royal  oflFspring 
to  fuppofe  that  they  did  not.  arrive  at  intelle&ual 

*  The  inftanccs  adduced  by  the  fupportcrg  of  the  bill  did 
not  prove  the  aflertion  of  a  legal  right  in  the  king  to  interfere 
in  the  marriage  of  his  relations,  they  (hewed  only  the  influence 
of  the  fovercign*8  authority,  which  inclinatioji  or  prudence  in- 
ducedh  is  family  to  regard. 
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ttiaturity  fo  foon  as  other  fubjefts ;  and  it  was  faf- 
iher  abfurd,  that  when  at  eighteen  a  prince  or  prin- 
cefs  was  deemed  qualified  to  govern  a  kingdom,  '^'** 
they  fliould  not  till  twenty-fix  b6  fit  to  contraft  a 
marriage^  The  difcretionary  power,  wherever  vefted, 
of  prohibiting  any  marriage,  was  a  violation  of  the 
inherent  rights  of  human  natur'e,  founded  on  the 
ftrongeft  propenfity  implanted  in  man  for  the  bell 
of  purpofes.  No  legiflature  was  competent  to  the 
annilylation  of  this  right*  It  had,  moreover,  a  natu- 
ral tendency  to  i'oufe  a  difputed  title  to  the  crown  j 
for,  fhould  thofe  who  might  be  affefted  by  it  be  in 
power^  they  would  procure  a  repeal  of  the  aS,  and 
confequently  produce  a  conteft  with  vthe  next  heir 
under  that  law ;  fhould  they  not  be  in  power,  they 
would  fliil  excite  compafBon  and  indignation  among 
thofe  who  mud  think  them  aggrieved  by  fuch  a  re» 
ftriction,  and  hence  diifenfion  and  civil  war  would 
enfue.  The  prohibition  was  alfo  contrary  to  mora*- 
lity ;  for,  as  far  as  it  reached,  it  was  calculated  to  pro^ 
mote  debauchery,  fedudion,  and  other  vices,  which 
marriage  tended  to  prevent.  Depriving  thofe  per*- 
fonages  of  the  higheft  bleflings  of  life,  partners  of 
their  own  approbation  and  choice,  it  drove  them,  in 
the  unavoidable  courfe  of  human  paiHon,  to  illicit 
coimedions,  to  concubinage^  to  promifcuous  inter* 
courfe  ;  and  if  it  did  not  juftify,  at  leaft  palliated^ 
in  individuals  fo  reftrifted,  deviations  from  ftrift 
and  rigorous  virtue,  much  more  than  in  any  other 
fubjeft  not  fo  circumfcribed  ** 

By  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  it  was  afgued,  from  «^5»w««t 
a  variety  of  cafes,  that  the  kings  of  England  aU 
♦  Parliamentary  DebateSi  177a* 
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CHAP,    ways   poflefled  the  power  now    declared.      Ten 
x,^^  l^^  judges  had,  in  1 7 1 7,  delivered  an  opinion,  which  ad- 
>:7*.       milted  the  king's  right  to  direft  the  marriage  and 
education  of  the  royal  family.     The  judges,  when 
confulted  concerning  the  prefent  bill,  had  deter- 
mined, that  the  power  claimed  belonged  to  the  king, 
as  far  as  refpefted  the  marriages  of  his  children, 
grandchildren  (unlefs  the  iffue  of  foreign  families), 
and  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  crown.     It  was  far- 
ther obferved,  that  the  difhonour  refleded  on  the 
crown  by  improper  alliances,  anu  the  evils  experi- 
enced formerly  by  the  nation  from  the  intermarriage 
of  the  royal  family  with  fubjefts,  rendered  it  necef- 
iary  to  guard  in  future  againft  either  derogatory  or 
dangerous  conneftions.     The  fovereign  is  the  na-  , 
tural  guardian  and  judge  of  the  honour,  dignity, 
and  condud  of  his  family.     The  fubjefts  of  the 
bill  might  in  time  greatly  increafe  in  number,  yet 
it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  fovereign,  in  the 
multiplicity  of  momentous  aflFairs,  would  interfere 
beyond  his  near  relations,  or  other  probable  heirs ; 
but  fhould  future  inconveniences,  not  now  forefeen, 
arife  from  the  bill,  the  legiflature  was  always  com- 
\%  paffcd.      petent  to  apply  a  remedy.     The  bill  was  paffed  by 
a  confiderable  majority ;  and  from  this  time  no 
marriage  concluded  by  a  defcendant  of  George  II. 
under  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  without  the  confent 
of  the  king,  or  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  after 
that  age,  is  lawful.     Whether  the  law  be  wife  or 
unwife,   is  another  queftion  ;  but  the  fadk  is,-;*  that 
without  compliance  with  this  ftatute,  no  perfon  fo 
circumftanced  can  be  lawfully  married^  nor  have 
legitimate  offspring. 

The 
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The  attention  of  parliament  was  alfo  called  this 
feffion  to  Eaft  India  affairs.  It  was  generally  ac- 
knowledged, that  great  abufes  prevailed  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  company's  pofleffions ;  but  the 
extent  of  the  evils  was  not  hitherto  afcertained  in 
either  houfe.  The  company  was  aware  of  the  very 
flagrant  delinquency  that  exifted  among  its  fervants, 
but  was  defirous  of  retaining  in  itfelf  the  m.eans  of 
correftion  and  future  prevention.  The  direQ:ors 
were  far  from  wifhing  the  interference  of  govern^ 
nient,  and  much  alarmed  by  the  dodrines  that  had 
been  advanced  concerning  their  territorial  poffef- 
fions ;  knowing  too,  that  the  mifconduft  of  their 
fervants  afforded  to  government  and  to  the  legifla- 
ture  very  ftrong  reafons  for  taking  an  aftive  con-r 
cem  in  the  territorial  adminiftration  of  Britifh  In- 
dia, they  were  very  defirous  of  making  it  appear 
that  they  were  themfelves  competent  to  the  tafk. 
Admitting  the  abufes  by  their  fervants,  they  pre- 
tended to  have  difcovered  the  caufes,  and  propofed, 
by  removing  them,  to  apply  effeftual  remedies. 
They  had,  they  faid,  hitherto  allowed  too  much 
power  to  their  fervants,  and  now  propofed  to  re- 
duce executorial  authority,  and  to  extend  their 
own.  For  this  purpofe,  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  deputy 
chairman,  propofed  in  the  houfe  of  commons  a  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  company's  fervants 
and  affairs  in  India,  by  reftraining  the  governor  and 
council  from  every  fpecies  of  trade,  entirely  changing 
the  court  of  judicature  and  mode  of  adminiftering 
juftice  In  Bengal,  and  reflridting  the  power  of  the 
executive  fervants.  In  fupporting  his  motion,  he 
feverely  attacked  lord  Clive,  as  the  principal  tranf- 
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grcflor.  Lord  Clive,  defending  himfelf  and  retort- 
ing on  the  company,  imputed  the  chief  abufes  to 
'^^*'  their  mifconduft  and  violence :  reciprocal  refcrimina- 
tion  produced  from  both  very  minute  and  copious 
details^  which  confirmed  other  members  in  their 
opinion  that  there  exifted  flagrant  delinquency. 
Minifters,  without  difcufling  the  charges  of  either 
party,  cxprcffed  their  fears  that  the  evils  were  too 
deep  and  extenfive  for  the  bill  to  remedy  ;  and  it 
would,  they  faid,  be  premature  to  form  any  plan  of 
correftion  and  prevention,  before  inquiry  fhould  be 
made  as  to  the  aftual  ftate  of  affairs.  The  bill  was 
rejefted :  a  feleft  committee  of  thirty-one  was  foon 
after  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  ftate 
of  affairs  in  India ;  and  this  committee  found  the 
fubjeft  of  their  inquiries  fo  very  extenfive  and  com- 
plicated, that  they  aflced  and  obtained  leave  to  fit 
during  the  recefs. 
Suppikt.  On  the  ift  of  May,  lord  North  entered  on  the 

bufinefs  of  ways  and  means  ;  and  fhewed  that, 
after  providing  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year, 
the  nation,  without  frefli  taxes,  was  able  to  pay 
off  two  millions  and  a  half  of  three  per  cent,  annui- 
ties, then  at  ninety ;  he  alfo  enlarged  on  the  pro- 
fpeft  of  peace,  which  he  faid  might  be  reafonably 
expedled  to  laft  ten  years,  and  would  liquidate  a 
confiderable  part  of  our  debts.  Befides,  even  fhould 
peace  be  broken.  Lord  North  profejfed  himfelf  ^fiich 
an  (Bconomi/lj  as  to  be  able  to  carry  on  war  without 
-  the  addition  of  new  taxes.  The  houfe  wa3  pleafed 
with  the  flattering  piQiure,  and  the  minifl:er  acquired 
great  credit  with  parliament  and  the  country  for  his 
financial  ability.  As  the  Englifli  are  by  no  means 
♦  Sec  Pijrliamentaiy  Debates,  May  ift,  i77i. 
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averfe  from  war,  many  were  delighted  with  the  no-   chap. 
tion  that  they  were  bleffed  in  Lord  North  with  a  x^^,L^ 
ftatefman  who  could  beat  their  enemies  without      ^77*. 
troubling  them  for  farther  contributions.     In  his 
plan  of  reducing  the  national  debt,   they  antici- 
pated  the  reduftion  of  their  prefent  taxes,  and  he 
now  by  fair  promifes  began  to  acquire  confiderable 
popularity  and  reputation ;  but  the  chief  foundation 
of  lord  North's  fame  at  this  time  was  his  (Bconomy. 

A  feffion,  which,  by  its  moderation,  afforded  a  Seflionrifc«. 
ftriking  contraft  to  the  preceding  years  of  the  prefent 
parliament,  ended  on  the  9th  of  June.    .During  this  Death  of  tht 
feffion,  on  the  8th  of  February,  died  the  princefs  Sowager  of 
dowager  of  Wales.     Her  royal  highnefs  was  of  an 
amiable    private    character,    and  had    long  been 
highly  efteemed  and   beloved  by  the  Britifh  na- 
tion.    During  the  latter  part  of  her  life,  the  fenti- 
raents  of  many  perfons  had  been  changed,  from 
furmifes  that  refted  on  no  certain  grounds.     When 
our  prefent  fovereign  afcended  the  throne,  it  was 
alleged  that,  poffeffing  great  influence  with  a  fon  of 
the  warmefl  filial  affeftion,  flie  interfered  in  public 
affairs,  and  held  the  chief  direftion  of  the  fecret 
cabinet,  which,  according  to  the  political  hypothefis 
of  popular  fpeakers  and  writers,  commanded  all  the 
oftenfible  minifters.     A  precife  and  definite  motive 
was  afligned  for  the  fuppofed  efforts  of  this  im- 
puted influence ;  the  oppofition  to  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
council;  the  difmiffal  of  the  whig  party;  the  peace; 
the  profecution  of  Wilkes  ;  the  taxation  of  Ame- 
rica ;  the  Middlefex  eleSion ;  and  the  promotion  of 
the  Scotch :  in  fliort,  every  aft  difagreeable  to  the 
people  of  England  was  afcribed  to  a  fecret  power 
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CHAP,   flowing  from  the  princcfs  and  a  junto  of  her  feivour- 
^..^.--.i^  ites.     Though  this  theory  was  very  generally  re^ 
i7:»*      cdved,  yet  an  authentic  hiftorian,  having  neither 
oral  nor  written  tefUmony,  cannot  record  as  a  h& 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  an  influence.     It  is,  however, 
his  duty  to  mention    fuch  generally-believed  ru- 
mours, or  conjedures,  as  have  a  great  influence 
on  the  period  concerning  which  he  writes.     That 
fuch   a   report    and    apprehenfion    greatly    influ- 
enced the  popular  notions  of  the  firft  ten  years  of 
the  rdgn,  is  very  evident ;  but  that  neither  the  vo- 
taries of  the  opinion  nor  the  fpreaders  of  the  ru- 
mour have  adduced  evidence  to  confirm  the  truth 
of  their  aflertion,  is  equally  certain.     Having  there- 
fore no  proof  of  the  facl^  I  cannot,  confiftently  with 
found  philofophy,  aiCgn  this  influence  as  the  cause 
of  the   many  evils   which  have    been    fo    often 
afcribed  to  it  both  in  and  out  of  parliament.  In  efti- 
mating  the  character  of  the  princefs  dowager,  I 
cannot  therefore  allow  weight  to  her  alleged  inter- 
ference in  public  affairs.     Her  highnefs  was  emi- 
nent for  her  private  virtues  in  the  various  rela- 
tions of  life :  as  a  wife,  a  mother,  a  miflirefs  of  a 
family,  an  exalted  member  of  fociety,  her  condu£t 
bore  the  manifefl  marks  of  benevolence  and  pro- 
priety; and  in  none  of  her  fentiments  or  actions 
did  flie  give  the  flighteft  indication  of  her  being 
aftuated  by  the  difpofitions  which  are  aflumed  by 
political  partifans. 
Opcmiw         This  year  war  was  replete  with  important  events 
Rama  and     ou  thc  Continent  of  Europe.     The  Ruflians,  in  the 
T^rJujr.       campaign  of  177 1,  although  ultimately  fuccefsful 
on  the  Danube,  did  not  obtain  fuch  fignal  advan- 
tages 
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tages  in  that  quarter,  as  were  expected  from  thar  chap, 
progrefs  in  the  two  former  years.     In    Crim  Tar-  ._^-'-,^ 
tary  they  were  decifively  viftorious,  and  reduced  the      *77«- 
whole  Peninfula,  and  in  the  Mediterranean  they 
annihilated  the   commerce   of  Turkey.     Negotia- 
tions were  renewed  in  winter  under  the  mediation 
of  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vienna,  but  were  not 
brought  to  the  defired  conclufion.     The  Auftrians 
were  jealous  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians,  both  in 
Turkey  and  in  Poland.     They  protefted  the  con- 
federates as  far  as  they  could,  without  openly  mani- 
fefting  hoftility  to  Ruffia,   or  giving  umbrage  to 
Frederic.  At  length,  Maria  Terefa  mad^  claim  to  the 
Polifli  diftrift  of  Zips,  on  the  frontiers  of  Hungary, 
and  in  autumn  1771  invaded  it  with  a  powerful  force. 
The  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  enraged  at  the  invafion  of 
Poland,  faid  to  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  who  was 
then  at  her  court.  If  Vienna  attempt  to  difmember 
Poland y  neighbouring  Jiates  mujl  imitate  her  example^ 
This  obfervation  perfeftly  accorded  with  Frederic's 
ideas.   His  troops  had  that  very  year  entered  Poland, 
under  pretence  of  forming  a  cordon,  to  prevent  the 
infection  of  the  plague  from  fpreading  to  his  domi- 
nions ;    and    his  army  had  afterwards  advanced, 
on  the  pretext  of  relieving  the  inhabitants    from 
the  oppreffions  of  the  confederates.     By  Frederic's 
orders,  his  foldiers  had  for  thefe  fervices  exafted 
enormous  contributions  from  Polifli  Pruffia,  and 
efpecially  from  the  city  of  Dantzic ;  and  this  plun- 
der of  communities  at  peace  with  Frederic,  was  fent 
to  his  trcafury.     The  prcfent  overture  was  only  a 
propofal  for   another  robbery   on  a   larger  fcale. 
Frederic  loll  no  time  in  inquiring  whether  Catharine 

was 
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CHAP,  was  lincere ;  and  being  affured  that  fhe  was  feriou?, 
v^—f-^-;  he  drew  up  a  plan  of  dividing  Poland  between  the 
«77»-      three  powers ;  very  fldlfully  and  confiderately  par- 
Fivderic  mki  titioiung  the  territories,  fo  as  to  give  each  of  the 
for'^rti!*     partners  the  fhare  refpeftivcly  moft  contiguous  and 
p^d.       convenient.     This  participation  he  concerted  with 
Catharine,  before  he  communicated  the  projeft  to 
Auftria.     Ruflia  was  to  have  all  that  territory  which 
extends  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  the  Druce  and  the 
Dwina,  from  the  gulph  of  Riga  to  the  Ukraine ; 
Offer  Auftria  was  to  have  the  offer  of  Ludomeria  and 

ihut^  *     '"Galicia,  on  the  confines  of  Hungary ;  while  the  ^ing 
of  Pruffia,  for  his  (hare,  was  to  receive  Pomerellia  v 
which,  befides   other  advantages,  joined  together 
Pomerania  and  Pruffia,  and  thus,  inftead  of  two  de- 
tached, gave  him  three  compaft,  provinces.     Hav- 
ing fettled  this  plan  with  Ruffia,  Frederic  next  pro- 
pofed  it  to  the  imperial  minifter ;  thinking  it  fo  ad- 
vantageous, that  it  would  certainly  be  accepted, 
sheobjeas    Prince  Kaunitz,  the  Auftrian  minifter,  at  firft  made 
^iliiVoV    ftrong  objeftions    to   the  divifion,   because*  it 
thedivifioji.  would  be  next  to  impoffible  to  agree  on  terms  of 
perfeft  equality.     In  an  aflfair  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
Frederic   obferved  t^   it  was  no  time  to  be   difcou* 
raged  by  trifles.     Catharine  and  he  therefore  in- 
timated an  alternative  to  Auftria,   if  fhe  would 
.   not  agree  to  the  divifion,  they  would  go  to  war 
with   her,  without  allowing  her  any  fhare ;  but  if 
flie  would  become  a  willing  party,  a  larger  feizure 

•  See  the  king  of  Pruflia*8  Memoirs  of  himfelf ;  from  which 
the  greater  part  of  our  account  of  this  partition  is  comprifed. 
f  See  the  Memoirs.         ^> 

of 


J77»- 
Her  fcru- 


RllGN  OF  GEORGE  IH.  tjo 

of  Poland    Ibould    be-  made,    to  fuit  her  ideas  ^  \^  ^* 
of  equality.    Auftria  at  laft  confented ;  a  treaty  was 
concluded,  and  each  of  the  three  acquired  a  greater 
portion  than  was  originally  intended.     Having  thus  pi«  •« 
on  friendly  terras  arranged  the  feizure  of    ter-  by"a  ii«g«r 
ritories  belonging  to  neither,  they  thought  proper  ^*^**»*'*<** 
to  intimate  to  the  proprietors  the  propofed  fpolia- 
tion.     A  joint  manifefto,  drawn  up  by  the  three 
powers,  fet  forth  the  troubles  excited  in  Poland  on 
almoft  every  vacancy  of  the  throne,  and  the  friendly 
offices  of  the  court  of  Peterfburg  in"  rectifying  many 
abufes  in  the  conftitution  of  that  republic.  The  court 
of  Berlin  claimed  the  credit  of  having  feconded  thefe 
generous  ads ;  and  Auftria  had  chofen  neutrality, 
as  the  means  of  promoting  the  aftive  efforts  of  Ca- 
tharine and  Frederic.     From  the  wife  and  benevo- 
lent policy  of  her  beneficent  neighbours,  Poland  had 
every  profpeA  of  profperity,  peace,  and  happinefs  ; 
but  a  fpirit  of  difcord  had  counteracted  thefe  efforts, 
and  to  re-eftablilh  tranquillity  in  Poland,  RufEa, 
Auftria,  and  Pruflia  found  it  neceffary  to  place  the 
ancient  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  on  a  fure  and  folid  foundation.  They 
had  refpe£tively  confiderable  claims  on  the  republic, 
which  each   would  be  ready  to  juflify,  in   time 
and  place,  by  authentic  records  and  folid  reafons. 
Meanwhile,. having  reciprocally  communicated  their 
feveral  claims,  and  being  mutually  fatisfied  of  their 
juftice,  they  had  determined  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
a  proportionable  equivalent,  by  taking  immediate 
and  effectual  pofTefEon  of  fuch  parts  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  republic,  as  might  ferve  to  fix  more 
natural  and  fure  bounds  between  her  and  the  three 

powers. 


lof  /    HISTORY  OF  THE 

CHAP,  powers  *•  The  confederate  partitioners  did  aSually 
^^.n-v-**^  fpecify  their  pretenfions,  but  without  adducing  any 
»77**  proof.  The  court  of  Warfaw  anfwered  t  thefe  de- 
nunciations by  juft  and  conclufive  reafoning,  founded 
on  the  plaineft  principles  of  jurifprudence,  equity, 
and  moral  reftitude  ;  demonftrating,  from  the  law 
of  nations  and  many  particular  treaties,  the  claims 
of  the  three  powers  to  be  totally  unfounded,  and 
their  proceedings  to  be  contrary  to  all  lawful  rights. 
little  availed  the  remohftrances  of  juftice  againft  de- 
termined ambition,  aided  by  refiftlefs  force.  The  con- 
federate powers  commanded  the  Poliih  king  and 
republic  to  affemble  without  delay  a  diet  to  ratify 
their  claims. 

.  The  king  and  fenate  applied  to  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don, Verfailles,  Madrid,  and  the  United  Provinces,  to 
interfere  in  their  favour;  but  from  the  weaknefs,  dif- 
tance,  or  internal  difl'enfions  of  thefe  ftates,  the  ap- 
plications were  unavailing.  Britain  and  France,  in- 
deed, remonftrated,  but  without  efFeft.  Deferted  by 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fun'ounded  by  powerful  ene- 
mies, the  Polifh  king  and  his  council  were  neceffitated 
to  convoke  a  fenate,  in  order  to  funimon  a  diet  for 
the  purpofe  of  formally  authorifing  ufurpations  which 
the  force  of  the  ufurpers  had  before  efFeftually  con- 
firmed. In  the  refpedlive  fpecifications  of  the  par- 
titioning powers,  Auftria  was  the  moft  infolent,  im- 
perious, and  full  of  threats ;  Catharine,  the  moft 
moderate,  plaufible,  and  abounding  in  promifes; 
and  Frederic,  the  moft  learned,  acute,  and  replete 
with  ingenious  pretexts  J.     They  now  refpedively 

*  See  State  Papers,  1772.  f  Ibid. 

J  See  the  refpeclive  maniftfloes  ;  Stat^  Papers,  1772« 

prepared 


REIGN  Of  GEORGE   HI.  tdj 

prepared  to  take  poffeffion  of  their  booty  ;  and  Fre-  chap. 
deric,  much  more  aftive  than  Auftria,  and  lefs  occu- 
pied than  Ruffia,  firft  fecured  his  divifion,  and  added 
to  the  feizure,  part  of  Dantzic,  including  the  harbour 
and  port  duties  ;  and  afterwards  the  remainder, 
though  it  conftituted  no  part  of  his  pretended  claim 
upon  Poland. 
The  influence  of  Frederic,  however,  was  not  con-  R^jo**"** 

an  Swcftcn* 

fined  to  the  fcene  of  his  power  j  for  a  revolution 
happened  this  year  in  Sweden,  to  which  he  greatly 
contributed.  In  early  ages,  the  Swedes,  like  moft: 
other'  hardy  and  gallant  inhabitants  of  the  north,  ' 
were  free.  From  the  time  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  there 
had  been  a  fluduation  of  conftitutions,  in  which  ' 
the  ariftocracy,  or  the  king,  were  alternately  para- 
mount, and  the  people  enjoyed  very  little  (hare  of  / 
power.  Under  Charles  XIL,  the  government  was 
defpotic  ;  but  his  fifter  and  heir,  Ulrica,  was 
obliged  to  fuffer  the  ariftocratical  domination  to  be 
re-eftabliflied;  and  Frederic  and  Adolphus  were  not 
able  to  triumph  over  the  Swedifh  nobles.  Adol- 
phus dying  in  1 77 1 5  was  fucceeded  by  Guftavus, 
his  eldeft  fon  by  the  fifter  of  the  Pruffian  king, 
Guftavus,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  made  the 
moft  ardent  proteflations  of  love  for  liberty ;  pro- 
fefled  that  he  thought  it  the  chief  glory  of  a  king  to 
reign  over  a  free  people  ;  fubfcribed  the  declaration 
of  rights^  and  added  articles  for  abfolving  his-fub- 
jefts  from  their  allegiance  if  ever  he  (hould  infringe 
the  contraft.  At  his  coronation,  he  made  a  fpeech 
concluding  with  a  prayer  to  God,  that  ambition 
might  not  dijiurb  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the 
Jiate.    Notwithftanding  his  folemn  oaths,  however, 

7  ^^ 
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CHAP,   this  prince  had  concerted  a  projeft  for  becoming  ab- 
^^1^  folute.      Aided  by  his  two   brothers,  and  trufty 
1771.      officers,  he  gained  over  the  army  to  his  intereft  } 
with  the  greateft   art  and  fuccefs  he  courted  popu- 
\     larity,  while  his  emiflaries  no  lefs  aftively  rendered 
the  people  difcontented  with  the  fenate  and  eita- 
.  bjiflied  government.     He  wis  affured  of  the  fup- 
port  of  his  micle  ;  and  indeed,  both  in  the  forma- 
tion and*  execution  of  his  plan,  he  difplayed  ability 
_  and  vigour  not  unworthy  of  a  nephew  of  Frederic 
The  fcheme  being  ripe  for  execution,  on  the  1 9th 
of  Auguft  Guftavus   totally  overturned  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  lefs  than  three  months  before  he 
had  fwom  to  maintain,  and  engaged  to  fupport, 
as    the  indifpenfable  condition  of    his   admiffion 
to  the  regal  office.     Being  matter  of  all  the  military 
force    at  Stockholm,  he  furrounded   the  fenate, 
and  made  the  members  prifoners.     The  diet  was 
commanded  to   affemble;    and,  encompafled  by 
fixed  bayonets,  the  king  ordered  a  new  form  of 
government  to  be  read.     The  members,  fo  fituated, 
figned  whatever  was  propofed,  and  took  the  oath 
'  which  Guftavus  himfelf  diftated.     He  then  drew  a 

book-  of  pfalms  from  his  pocket ;  and,  taking  off 
his  crown,  began  to  fmg  to  the  praife  of  God,  the 
aflembly  joining  this  pious  prince  in  his  facred 
mufic.  He  afterwards  informed  them,  that  he 
fliould  in  fix  years  convene  the  affembly  of  the 
ftates*.     Thus  the  year   1772    was   an  sera  of 

*  Mr.  Charfes  Sheridan,  Britifh  envoy  at  Sweden,  publiflied 
a  very  accurate  accoutot  of  this  extraordinary  Revolution.  It^ 
heads  are  comprelTed  above  in  the  text. 

ufurpation } 
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ufurpation  }  by  Guftavus  in  his  own  kingdom,  and 
by  his  neighbours  in  the  kingdom  of  another. 

A  change  this  year  took  place   in  Denmark,      '77*. 
\\liich,   by   affeGing  a  Britifti   princefs,    ftrongly 
agitated  and  deeply  interefted  the  loyal  and  generous 
hearts  of  Britons.   Chriftian,  king  of  Denmark,  was   state  o^ 
the  fon  of  Frederic  V.,  by  Louifa,  daughter  of 
George  II.     The  queen  died  in  early  youth,  and 
king  Frederic  afterwards  married  a  German  prin- 
cefs, by  whom  he  had  a  fon,  named  Frederic.    This 
queen  was  a  woman  of  great  artilice  and  ambition. 
As  her  fon  was  heir  in  default  of  his  brother,  the 
queen  dowager  had  been  averfe  from  the  niarriage 
of  the  young  king.     Chriftian  was  a  prince  of  very  incapacity 
weak  underftanding,  ^nd  funk  by  habits  of  de-  ^        *"^' 
baucheiy  below  his  natural  infignificance.     Matilda,  charafler 
though  not  fixteen  years  of  age  when  (he  arrived  in  dua'of  the 
Denmark,  immediately  manifefted  to  Julia  Maria,  ^'***°* 
the  queen  dowager,  an  intelligence  and  fenfibility, 
which,  fhe  did  not  doubt,  muft  difcern  the  incapa- 
city, and  feel  the  mifconduft,  of  her  hulband.    She  Artifices  of 
therefore  formed  a  projefl:  of  fowing   difcord  be-  dot?g^.* 
tween  the  new-married  couple,  which  flie  trufted 
would  end  in  a  feparation,  and  promote  her  views 
in  favour  of  her  fon.     For  this  purpofe  flie  played  a 
double  game ;  (he  employed  her  minions  to  ingra- 
tiate themfelves  with  the  king,  and  to  encourage 
him  in  his  vices ;  while  flie  informed  the  queen  of 
his  defeats,  and,  profefling  a  great  friendfhip,  de- 
clared that  every  thing  in  her  power  fliould  be  done 
for  his  reformation.     Meanwhile,  the  filly  monarch 
perfiflied  in  his  ufual  courfe ;    the  queen  dowager 
contrived  to  have  a  miftrefs  thrown  in  his  way, 

whom 
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CHAP,  whom  he  kept  openly  in  the  palace.  Matilda,  pot 
v-,^,'.-^,^  fefling  great  fagacity,  eafily  difcovered  both  the  de- 
>77a.  (igns  and  motives  of  the  treacherous  dowager- 
Anxious  for  the  welfare  of  her  infant  prince,  flic,  for 
the  fake  of  the  fon,  overlooked  the  folly  of  the  fa- 
ther ;  and  foon  procured  fuch  influence,  as  to  attain 
the  chief  direftion  of  affairs,  before  poflefled  by  the 
elder  queen.  The  ambition  of  Julia  was  now  fti- 
miilated  by  revenge,  the  gratification  of  which  flie 
StrKBfec.  atlafl:  accomplifli^d.  There  was  at  the  court  of 
Copenhagen,  a  German,  named  Struenfee,  of  feme 
abilities,  with  that  wide  extent  of  fuperficial  know* 
ledge  and  thofe  petty  attainments  which  are  fo 
common  in  continental  adventurers.  He  pdfleffed 
alfo  an  infinuating  addrefs,  and  an  agreeable  perfon ; 
but  was  profligate  in.  his  manners,  and  abandoned 
in  his  principles.  Having  ftudied  fome  branches  of 
medicine,  he  profefled  himfelf  a  phyfician ;  and 
having  attended  the  king  when  he  was  experiencing 
the  effefts  of  vice,  he  acquired  great  favour  with 
the  fovereign,  and  in  a  fliort  time  made  fo  rapid 
a  progrefs,  that,  from  being  an  itinerant  empiric,  he 
became  minifter  of  fl:ate.  He  alfo  elevated  Brandt, 
a  fellow-adventurer,  and  feveral  others  of  his  friends. 
Both  Struenfee  and  Brandt  were  raifed  to  be  carls ; 
many  of  the  chief  grandees  were  difgraced ;  and 
mofl:  of  them  were  difgufl:ed  with  the  upftart  info- 
lence  of  thefe  ignoble  favourites.  The  demeanour  of 

^Strupnfee  alfo  excited  many  and  powerful  enemies* 
As  Matilda  had  then  the  fuperior  power,  Struenfee 
joined  her  politics  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the 
queen  dowager ;  and  thus  added  her  to  the  number 
of  his  foes.  Julia  fecretly  infinuated  that  not  a 
political  connection  only  fubfifted  between  Struenfee 

and 
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arid  the  queen:  and  in  1771,  when  Matilda  was  c  Pla  p. 
delivered  of  a  daughter,  fhe,   feeing  the  new-bom   s,.^^^ — » 
princefs,  faid  with  a  malicious  fmile,  that  the  child       *7;a^ 
had  all  the  features  of  Struenfee.     The  evil  report 
was  induftrioully  propagated  ;    and  it,  was  farther 
afferted,  that  the  ruling  pafty  had  formed  a  defign 
to  fuperfede  the  king,  to  appoint  Matilda  regent 
during  the  minority  of  her  fon^  and  Struenfee  fu^ 
preme  direftor  of  affairs*  The  report  of  the  intended 
depofition  was  never  fubftantiated  by  any  proof; 
and  the  other  rumour,  which  was  never  feconded 
either  by  teftimony  or  circumftantial  evidence,  mufli 
ftand  in  hiftory  as  a  false  and  malicious  slan- 
der againft  the  fifter  of  the  Britiih  fovereign.    The 
queen,  finding  herfelf  an  object  of  unjuft  fufpicion, 
took  a  part  very  natural  to   confcious   innocence^ 
but  often  injurious  to  female  reputation  :  flie  difre- 
garded  the  rumours,  and  did  not  abftain  from  the 
company  of  the   fufpefted  party.     This  conduS, 
neither  prudent  nor  judicious,  greatly  accelerated 
the  fuccefs  of  her  enemies.     It  was  not  difHcult  to    ^     ^ 
fprea4  fcandal  againft  the  friend  of  a  man  fo  de-* 
fervedly  unpopular  ;  and  the  charge  was  very  gene- 
rally believed.     The  king  was  eafily  imprefled  with 
the  prevailing  opinion,  being  a  mere  tool  in   the 
hands  of  any  party  that  happened  to  predominate. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  the  queen  dowager  and   AccuratToa 

U         r  •  r  .  1  .        °  ,  and  arrcll  of 

ner  ion,  commg  at  tour  m  the  mormng  to  the  Matiwa. 
king^s  bed-chamber,  afferted  to  him,  that  the  queen 
and  Struenfee  were  at  that  very. hour  framing 
an  aft  of  renunciation  of  the  crown,  whiqh  they 
would  compel  him  immediately  to  fign  j  and  there* 
fore  that  his  only  means  of  efcaping  this  danger, 
was  to  fign  orders  which  they  had  drawn  up  for 
Vol.  1L  I  the 
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CHAP*   the  arreft  of  the  queen  and  her  accomplices.    The 
V— y^   king,  though  reluftant,  at  length  complied,  and  the 
'77*»      orders  were  immediately  executed  ;    but  the  queen 
being  found  in  her  own  apartment,  and  Stnienfee 
and  Brandt  in  bed  in  their  refpeftive  houfes,  mani- 
fefted  the  falfehood  of  Julia's  charge.     Having  be- 
fore  fecured  the  army  and  people,   the  dowager 
reigned  without    control.     Struenfee  and  Brandt 
were  tried ;  but,  culpable  as  they  both  might  be, 
there  was  no  evidence  that  they  had  perpetrated  any 
capital  crime;    they  were,  however,  fentenced  to 
death,  and  executed.     RefpeSing  queen   Matilda, 
the  ruling  party  did  not  attempt  to  eftablifli  their 
charges.     The  dowager  was  unwilling  to  eftaWifli  a 
precedent  for  trying  a  queen  by  fubjefts ;  and  be- 
lides,  though  by  fubornation  and  iniquity  flie  might 
eafily  have  crufhed   an     unprotefted-   individual 
however  innocent,  yet  to  put  to  an  undeferved  death 
the  fitter  of  the  king  of  England,  would  be  aveiy 
HisBritan-   dangerous  a£k  of  tyraftuy.     His  Britannic  majefty, 
ftmTnlf^    knowing  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  the 
and  refcues    yindicatiou  of  his   fifter's  charafter  in  z  country 

.bis  iufFcring  ,     ,         ,  .  •  r  i        ■ 

ii^r,  governed  by  her  mveterate  enemies,  reiolved    to 

refciie  her  from  thofe  malignant  calumniators,  and 
fent  a  squadron  to  demand  the  unfortunate  prin- 
cefs.  The  court  of  Denmark,  not  chuflng  to  refilfe 
a  requifition  fo  feconded,  delivered  her  to  com- 
and  affords  modore  Macbrfde,  who  conveyed  her  from  the 
anumin  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  perfecution  to  Zell,  a  city  in  the  domi- 
his  Ccr-  nions  of  Hanover,  where  her  royal  brother  had  pro- 
vided her  an  afylum,  in  which  flie  refided  during 
the  remainder  of  her  ftiort  life*. 

*  She  died  May  loth,  1775,  of  a  malignant  fever,  in  her  24th 
year. 
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CHAP.    XL       . 

America y  tranqtiU  in  the  fouthy  is  turbulent  in  the  north. -^ 
Majfaeinifets  difavows  the  authorities  of  the  Britijh  conjli- 
tution.,^Britain. — Mercantile  failures  of  i^^^.—AUx^ 
ander  Pordyce. — Change  of  mercantile  charaSer. — Influence 
ef  accumulation  in  India. — Stock-jobbing— fclit'wus  credit — 
extravagant  adver^ure  nuithout  capital. — High  tftimation 
cf  lord  North  for  financial Jkill. — Ajfairs  of  the  India  com" 
puny — its  pecuniary  embarmjpnents — condu5l  of  its  fervantS^ 
and  diftrejfej  of  the  natives^-^eported  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
a  committee ^—^The  compqny  propofe  afchemefor  corre&ing  /ind 
re/lraining  itsfervants. — Parliament  undertakes  the  tafk. — 
Company^  s  petition  for  a  loan— granted  on  certain  conditions* 
^^^Cempany  allowed  to  export  tea  from  Britain  duty  free. — 
Lord  North*  s  plan  for  the  government  cf  India— dif cuffed 
in  parliament—^ajfes  into  a  Jaw. — Inquiry  into  the  conduEi 
of  lord  Clive. — Diflingui/hed  abilities  of  M/jfrs.  Tlyurlow 

•  and  JVedderburne  fbewn  againfl  and  for  lord  Clive. — Ths 
^var  with  the  Caribs. — Increafe  of  half  pay  to  naval  cap-' 
tains. ^-^Petition  of  the  diffent0trs--is  rejeEled. — Supplies. — 
ReduBion  of  the  national  debt. — Continental  affairs. — Com^ 

'  pletion  of  the  difmemberment  of  Poland. — Violent  attacks  of 
Roman  catholic  powers  on  their  clergy. — America — tran'* 
quilityj  and  fiourifhing  commerce. — Britain — difcontent 
and  licentioufnefs  fubfide. — Increafing  trade  and  profpertty 
imputed  to  the  policy  of*  hrd  North.^The  tninifier  mow 
at  the  zenith  of  his  fame. 

^RANQyiLLiTYContimaedto  prevail  in  the  middle  chap. 
aiul  fouthern  colonies  of  America  ;  but  in  the  v-**-v-^ 
northern,  the  democratical  fpirit  was  daily  gaining       ^^7*' 
ground.  The  falaries  of  the  provincial  judged,  and  the 
attorney  aad  folicitor  general,  paid  by  the  affemblies, 
were  very  fcanty.  To  render  men  in  ftich  important 
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fituations  more  independent  in  their  drcum- 
ftances,  government  had  this  year,  afligned  them 
liberal  falaries  out  of  the  American  revenue.  The 
New  Englanders  affefted  to  believe  that  this  arranger 
ment  was  intended  to  corrupt  the  fource  of  juftice, 
and  render  decifions  dependent  on  government. 
A  meeting  of  Boftonians,  called  by  themfelves  the 
felc6l  men^  on  the  a 5th  of  Oftober  petitioned  go- 
vernment to  hold  an  aflembly  for  the  purpofe  of 
confidering  the  evil  tendency  of  the  new  regula- 
tions. The  governor  not  complying,  the  com- 
mittee iffued  a  new  declaration  of  rights,  more  re- 
publican than  any  that  had  yet  been  publifhed ; 
which  confidered  the  provincials  merely  as  free  men, 
not  as  Britilh  fubjefts,  and  denied  the  right  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  legiflate  in  any  cafe  for  the  co- 
lonies. A  general  meeting  of  Boftonians  immedi- 
ately adopted  this  declaration  of  their  committee ; 
the  provincial  aflembly  publifhed  their  approbation  of 
the  doftrines  in  their  moft  democratical  extent ;  and 
the  proceedings  of  all  clafles  and  orders  in  MaflTa- 
chufets  amounted  to  a  difavowal  of  the  eftabliflied 
authorities  of  the  Britifh  conftitution.  Republican 
turbulence  in  the  north,  and  tranquil  acquiefcence 
in  conftitutional  authority  through  the  middle  and 
fouthem  colonies,  ftrongly  manifefted  a  diverfity  of 
fentiment,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  legiflativc 
wifdom  to  confider,  in  its  policy  towards  the  re- 
fpeftive  provinces. 

In  Britain,  this  year  was  remarkable  for  very 
great  and  numerous   bankruptcies,  important  in 
themfelves,  but  more  momentous  as  they  demon- 
ftrated  the  clofe  and  complex  connections  and  inter- 
mingled 


REIGN   OF   GEORGE  III.  117 

mingled  dependencies  of  commercial    credit,  and  chap. 
alfo  marked  a  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the   v^..-.,,-!^^ 
mercantile  charafter.     A  Scotch  adventurer,  nam^d       '77^- 
Alexander  Fordyce,  had  rifen  in  a  few  years  to  fuch   Fwdy^ 
a  height  in  the  city  of  London,  that  his  downfal  ap- 
peared for  a  time  to  (hake  all  credit  and  confidence 
throughout  the  metropolis.     Fordyce  was  a  pro- 
jeftor,  who  poffeffed  ingenuity   to  form   planfible 
fchemes,  infinuating   manners,  and  dexterous  ad- 
drefs   to  engage  confidence,    but  without    found 
judgment  and  prudence  to  direft  his  conduQ:.     He 
had  gambled  in  the  funds  to  a  very  great  amount ; 
and  having  at  times  fucceeded,  by  his  occafional 
command  of  ready  money,   and  by  becoming  a 
partner  in  a  very  eminent  banking-houfe,  he  was 
entrufted  with  many  and  large  fums  belonging  to 
others.     He  now  dealt  in  ftock-jobbing  to  an  ex- 
tent unknown  in  the  annals  of  gambling.  At  length 
the  bubble  burft  :  he  failed  to  an  amount  little  fhort 
of  half  a  million,  and  involved  his  partners  in  his  ruin ; 
and  many  others,  who  had  trufted  him  with  money 
or  bills,  fliared  the  fame  fete.     The  fall  of  fo  great 
a  houfe  carried  its  effeds  far  beyond  immediate  cre- 
ditors, excited  a  diftrufl  of  other  banking  and  mer- 
cantile firms,  and,  obftrufting  the  ufual  accommo- 
dation, produced  many  ftoppages.     But  thefe  evils, 
occafioned  in  a  confiderable  degree  by  Fordyce  and 
his  connexions,  originated  in  csiufes  much  more 
general,  which   influenced  the  conduft    and    de- 
termined the  fortune  of  many  others.     The  gains  of  change  of 
Britifli  merchants  in  former  times  were  chiefly  from   can-lilf  cL*- 
the  gradual  operation  of  Ikill,  induftry,  occonomy,   "^"-    - 
and  bold  yet  prudent  adventure.     The  riches  ac- 
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quired  were  rarely  amaffed  but  by  a  long  and  per- 
fevering  attention  to  trade  ;  moderate  wealth  was 
the  progreflive  effeft  of  certain  intelleftual  and  mo- 
ral qualities,  fkilfuUy  and  fteadily  exerted  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  forming  and  determining  the  cha- 
rafter,  while  they  filled  the  coflFers.     By  the  vaft 
acquifitions  in  India,  immenfe  fortunes  had  been 
accumulated  almoft  inftantaneoufly :  adventurers  of 
very  limited  merit  in  three  or  four  years  had  returned 
with  ten  times  the  wealth  that  able,  profperous,  and 
eminent  merchants  were  able  to  colleft  by  the  efforts 
of  a  long  and  induftrious  life.  The  view  of  fuch  afto- 
hifliing  acquifitions  dazzled  many  traders,  and  inftead 
of  fubmitting  patiently  to  former  modes  of  com- 
mercial procefs,  they  would  become  opulent  by  com- 
pendious means  :  yith  this  intent,  they  engaged  in 
hazardous  adventures  in  the  funds  *,  monopolies, 
and  various  other  objefts.     Not  having  aftual  pro- 
perty for  carrying  on  fuch   extenfive  plans,  they 
were  obliged  to  proceed  upon  truft ;  and,  as  men  of ' 
real  wealth  were  not  the  moft  likely  to  riik  their 
money  on  doubtful  fchemes,  combinations  of  indi- 
gent adventurers  were  formed  for  maintaining  a  fic- 
titious credit  by  interchange  of  bills.     Some  of  thefe 
aftually  fucceeded  in  acquiring  a  capital ;  others 
kept  themfelves  fo  long  afloat,  as  to  imprefs  the 
world  with  an  opinion  of  their  ultimate  refponfibility, 
and  thus  found  means  to  involve  wealthy  men  in 
their  proje£ls.     From  the  eaftern    accumulations 


*  Though  ftock-jobbisg  had  prevailed  ever  fince  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  national  debt,  the  great  flud^uation  of  India  ilock 
about  this  time  afforded  more  fcope  than  ufual  for  this  fpeciet 
of  gambling,      ^ 

and 
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and   manners,  came  alfo  an    enormous  mcreafe  p  h  a  p. 

XI 

of  luxury ;  this  evil  did  not  fo  readily  affeft  the  v,..-v-w 
fubftantial  merchant,  who  in  making  his  fortune  *77a- 
had  formed  his  habits  to  frugality  and  moderation, 
as  the  vifionary  and  needy  projedor,  whofe  fancy 
anticipated  immenfe  profits,  and  whofe  aftual  pof- 
feffions  could  not  poflibly  fufFer  the  fmalleft  lofs. 
The  failures  of  this  year  were  chiefly  imputable  to  ex-  Fxtrawgant 
travagant  projefts  in  trade,  ftock-jobbingj  and  enor-  thhouT* 
mous  paper  credit  without  capital  mutually  afting  ^*p*^* 
and  re-afting,  fereralty  and  jointly  the  effefts 
and  caufes  of  luxury  and  profufion.  Thefe  dit 
afters,  fpringing  from  unwarrantable  adventure,  ex- 
tended their  confequences  to  men  totally  uncon* 
cemed  in  fuch  wild  and  deftruftive  fchemes.  Bank- 
ers, in  particular,  were  a  clafs  of  traders,  who,  from 
the  nature  of  their  bufinefs,  had  many  cuftom^s 
amon^  perfons  requiring  much  accommodation  by 
difcount,  and  fome  of  thefe  fuftained  very  great 
loffes.  The  bank,  in  a  (late  of  general  diftruft;^ 
having  refufed  the  ufual  difcounts,  men  of  confider- 
able  property  were  embarrafled,  as  they  could  not 
raife  money  to  difcharge  engagements  formed  on 
the  faith  of  cuftomary  accommodation,  and  for 
feveral  months  trade  was  ftagnant.  Although 
many  of  the  commercial  fufferers  were  diftreffed,  not 
front  want  of  property,  but  the  ftoppage  of  its  ufual 
convertibility,  no  meafures  were  propofed  by  mini- 
nifters  for  fupporting  the  mercantile  credit  of  per- 
fons, who,  by  temporary  afliftance,  might  have 
been  preferved  from  ruin.  Greatly,  however,  as 
thefe  infolvencies  obffructed  trade  at  the  time, 
they  did  not  prove  ultimately  injurious }  for,  by  in- 
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CHAP,  culcating  caution  and  referve,  they  rendered  credit 

w^. ^^^^  more  difcriminat^,   and  difcouraged  the  defperate 

^77*.  fchemes  of  gamblers,  and  other  unprincipled  or  in-* 
fatuated  fpeculators.  This  beneficial  effeft,  ]iow* 
ever,  they  owed  to  the  natural  courfe  of  commercial 
confidence,  without  any  aid  from  the  policy  of  admi- 
niftration, 
Highefti-  Lord  North  had  now  acquired  a  (lability  and 
i"*d  n"  S'fh  power^,  much  greater  than  any  of  his  predeceffors 
fmce  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Pitt.  In  the  miniftry 
there  was  npne  of  that  diftraftion  of  counfels, 
which  contributed  fo  much  to  the  inefficiency  of 
former  adminiltrations.  The  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury  excelled  moft  members  in  parliamentary  elor 
quence,  and  he  had  already  acquired  great  reputa^ 
tion  for  financial  fkilU  From  the  return  of  traur 
quillity  to  the  greater  part  of  America,  and  the  dii- 
minution  of  licentioufnefs  at  home,  his  political  ta- 
lents were  generally  refpefted.  The  opponents  of 
government,  though  ftill  paramount  in  genius  and 
eloquence,  were  very  much  diminilhed  in  nnniber, 
and  lefs  fevere  and  vehement  againft  a  minifter  whom 
they  could  not  help  thinking  well-qualified  for  his 
office,  and  throughout  the  nation  lord  North  was 
become  the  objeft  of  efteem  and  confidence. 
Affiirs  of  The  fubjeft  about  to  occupy  chiefly  the  enfuing 

comluny.  ^^o^  ^^  parliament  was  the  affidrs  of  India,  in  the 
inveftigationofwhich  a  committee  of  the  houfe  was 
employed  during  the  fummer.  Though  the  con- 
cerns of  the  company  had  been  brought  under 
the  cognizance  of  parliament  fo  early  as  1767, 
no  meafures  of  correftion  and  regulation  had 
{)een  adopted,  except  to  refcihd  their  afts^  r^ftrift 

their 
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their  dividends,    and  obtain  from    them-  an  an-  chap. 
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nual  fum  of  money  on  ftipulated  conditions.  In-  v..,^^.^, 
quiry  and  inveftigation  now  afforded  abundant  '77a. 
proof,  that  a  comprehenfive  and  radical  reform  was 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  interefts  of  the  com- 
pany, the  honom*  of  England,  the  welfare  and  even 
exiftence  of  the  natives,  and  the  falvation  of  Britifli 
India. 

An  immenfe  acceffion  of  territory  had  unavoid-  '» p^cxmu 
^bly  compelled  the  company  to  repofe  very  great  truft  raffmem.. 
in  their  fervants,  and  this  confidence  had  been  moft 
grofsly  and  flagrantly  abufed.  The  company's  officers 
were   guilty  of    complicated    and  extenfive   mal- 
verfation ;  their  ambition  and  extravagance  had  in- 
volved  their  employers   in  unneceffary  and  enor- 
mous  expences  ;   and  their  extortion,  peculation, 
and  iniquity,  made  a  confiderable  diminution  in  the 
w-^  income  of  their  mafters.     To  enter  on  a  particular 
detail  <)f  the  multifarious  means  which  were  em- 
ployed by  the  company's  fervants  for  defrauding 
and  plundering  the  natives  of  India,  would  far  ex- 
ceed our  limits ;  but  a  fhort  (ketch  of  the  charader, 
i      fyftem,  and  leading  confequcnces  of  the  peculation 
[      is  a  neceffary  part  of  our  hiftory,  as  a  momentous 
I       faft  belonging  to  our  fubjeft,  marking  the  principle, 
fpirit,  and  operation  of  Britifli  avarice  in  India,  and 
afcertaining  the  neceffity  for  a  control  to  reftrain  and 
prevent  fuch  flagrant  and  deftruftive  wickednefs. 
It  was  before  obferved,  that  the  plunder  of  India  ?7J|"^^^ 
was  conduced  by  our  countrymen  according  to  mer- 
cantile modes,  and  this  remark  our  prefent  account 
will  farther  illuftrate.     The  chief  fervants  of  the 
coqipany  made  it  their  firfl:  bufinefs  to  inform  them- 

felves 
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CHAP,  felves  of  the  moft  valuable  and  marketable  commo- 
^— -  ^^  dities  in  the  provinces  which  they  were  employed  to 
i77»»  govern,  for  the  benefit  of  their  mafters  ;  they  found 
that  fait,  betel,  and  tobacco,  were  the  moft  produc-. 
live  merchandifes  ;  and,  accordingly,  they  very  de- 
liberately formed  what  they  called  a  commercial 
aflbciation  for  inland  traffic  in  thofe  articles.  The 
principle  of  the  co-partnerfliip  was  very  fimple,  being 
only  that  the  faid  aflbciators,  namely  the  council  of 
Calcutta,  its  friends  and  favourites,  Ihould  have  the 
.  fole  power  of  buying  and  felling  thofe  commodities. 
Thus  did  fervants,  without  any  authority  from  their 
mafters,  who  had  indeed  no  right  to  grant  fuch 
power,  eftablifh  by  their  own  will,  and  for  their 
own  benefit,  a  monopoly  of  the  abfolute  neceflaries 
.  of  life,  throughout  three  large,  populous,  and  opu- 
lent provinces.  Having  no  competitors,  they  bought 
and  fold  at  their  own  price :  impoverifhing  the 
people,  they  rendered  them  unable  to  pay  the  ftated 
exactions  bf  the  company ;  and  thus,  in  robbing  the 
natives,  they  defrauded  their  own  employers.  Not 
fatisfied,  however,  with  commercial  pillage,  they 
turned  their  views  alfo-to  territorial  eftates.  I'he 
zemindars,  or  landed  proprietors,  held  their  poffef- 
fions  on  leafes,  the  validity  of  which  had  never  been 
doubted,  more  than  any  other  legal  fecurity  for 
property.  The  company's  fervants,  however,  de- 
ftroyed  this  right,  deprived  the  proprietors  of  their 
lands,  fold  them  to  the  higheft  bidders,  and  fhared 
the  profits  among  themfelvcs,  according  to  their 
refpeftive  rank  and  influence  in  thig  combination  of 
rapine.  The  land-holders,  deprived  of  the  fecure 
expeftatien  of  reaping  the  fruit,  neglefted  to  cul- 
/  '  tivate 
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tivate  the  foil ;  a  large  proportion  of  land  was  left  chap. 
untilled,  and  the   confequence  was  a.  fcarcity  of  ^^.^-.^^ 
food.     The  oppreffed  Indians,  unable  to   procure      ^77*- 
rice,  tried  to  fubfift  on  roots ;  but  many  of  thefe 
proving     unwholefome,     peftilence    accompanied 
famine :  the  waters  of  the  Ganges  were  infefted 
by   the   number    of    carcaffes  which    they   daily 
received,    and    the    putrid   effluvia  increafed    the 
mortality.     The   infatiate  avarice  of  Britons  thus 
fpread  defolation   over  India :    the  fame  iniquity 
which  beggared  the  people,  impoveriflied  the  com- 
pany ;  and  vaft  fums  were  fpenj  in  lucrative  jobs, 
of  no  ufe  to  the  eftablifliment.       There  was,  in- 
deed, among  the  company's  fervants,  one  predo- 
dominant  object,  to  ainafs  money  by  every  means,        ^ 
however  iniquitous  and  deftrudive ;  but  the  moft 
efficacious   expedients  of  avarice  were,  fraud  and 
breach  of  truft  to  their  employers,  devaftation  of 
the  poffeffions  which  they  were  hired  to  improve, 
and  plunder  of  the  natives  whom  they  were  paid  to 
govern*.    With  fuch  fervants,  the  company,  inftead 
of  becoming  opulent,  were  deeply  embarraffed;  they 
had  borrowed  large  fums  of  the  bank,  and  requefted 
the  affiftance    of  government    to   liquidate    their 
debts.     Such  was  the'effence  of  the  report  prepared  u  rej)orted 
by  the   committee,   and  delivered    to  parliament,  mjrtic"t^hc 
which  met  on  the  26th  of  November.    It  farther  ap-  ^^"^^  °^ 
peared,  that  their  diureifes  had  been  increafed  by 
accepting  bills   from  their   unprincipled    fervants, 
who  thus  procured  the  refponfibility  of  their  ma- 
ilers for  engagements  by  which  the  fervants  only 
were  benefited.     The  mifconduQ:  of  the  company's 

*  This  ftatement  is  compreffed  from  the  report  of  the  fcleft 
committee,  delivered  to  the  houfp  in  f^ovembcr  tj'jz, 
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officers,  with  all  its  confequences,  was  manifeflly 
imputable  to  the  want  of  an  efficient  control,  propor- 
tionate to  the  vaft  powers  with  which  they  were  ne- 
ceffarily  cntrufted.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
therefore,  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiflature  to 
eftablifli  a  control,  which,  leaving  to  fervants  eveiy 
power  necefl'ary  for  theobjefts  of  their  employment, 
Ihould  only  reftrain  malvcrfation.  The  minifter, 
admitting  the  abufes  of  the  fervants  and  the  embar- 
raifed  ftate  of  the  company's  affairs,  declared  that 
the  evils  might  be  removed  by  wife  and  vigorous 
management*  The  company  were  themfelves  pre- 
paring to  fend  out  fupervifors,  to  direft  and  reform 
iheir  fervants ;  but  fuch  efforts  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  aftairs.  Be- 
fore he  himfelf  introduced  a  plan  of  regulation,  he 
propofcd  a  fecret  committee,  which  fliould  find 
out  every  thing  necelfary  to  be  known,  without  ex- 
■  pofing  any  fafts  of  which  the  publication  would  be 
injurious.  The  committee  reported,  that  the  com- 
pany, though  much  diftrefl'ed  in  their  pecuniary 
concerns,  were  preparing  to  fend  out  a  commiffion 
of  fupervifion,the  expence  of  which  would  heavily 
add  to  their  difficulties  ;  and  recommended  a  bill 
to  prevent  them  from  purfuing  their  intention: 
a  fecond  report  prefented  a  flatement  of  the  ef- 
fefts,  debts,  ai)d  credits,  of  the  company  at  home 
and  abroad.  On  the  reports  of  this  fecret  com- 
mittee, together  with  thofe  of  the  fclefl:  committee, 
lord  North  formed  a  plan  refpefting  Ind-a,  which 
confifted  of  three  fucceffive  bills,  and  the  difcuffion 
occupied  the  principal  confideration  of  parliament 
in  the  prefent  feffion.  The  firfl  bill  was  framed  to 
prevent  the  company  from  employing  the  intended 

means 
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means  for  the  correftion  of  abufes  in  India,  and  was   c  ha  p. 
preparatory  to  the  interference  of  the  Britifti  govern-  v— -vw 
ment  in  the  adminiftration  of  that  country ;   the       *77»- 
fecond  propofed  to  relieve  the  company  from  its  pre- 
fent  embarraflments,  by  a  loan ;  and  the  third,  to 
eftablifli  regulations  for  the'^feetter  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the   companyj  -as  well  in  India  as 
ill  Europe.     The  firft  bill  was  oppofed,  as  an  iuf 
vafion  of  the  company's  charter,  and  of  the  right ,  eni  fi)r 
uhich  every   Britifh  fubjeft,  or  body  of  fubjefts,  5,7^1"' 
poffefles,  of  manaffincj  their  own  affairs.     The  com-  p^ny  »>"" 
pany  s  fituation,  it  was  contended,  was  not  lo  dii-  fupervifow 
trefTed  as  to  be  irretrievable  by  its  own  efforts  and  ^^  ^"'*"* 
CQunfels.     In  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  petitions  ^d 
counfels  from   Indian  proprietors   maintained  the 
fame  doftrine.      Minifters  and  the  other  fupporters 
of  the  bill  declared,  that  they  intended  the  good  of 
the  company,  as  well  as  the  fecurity  of  the  public. 
The  propofmg  a  very  expenfive  commiffion  at  a  time 
when  the  company  was  already  in  arrears  to  govern- 
ment, and  fo  diftreffed  as  to  be  applying  for  a  loan,  w^ 
a  very  impolitic  meafure ;  it  was  therefore  the  duty 
of  parliament  to  prevent  them  from  being  involved 
in  utter  ruin.      B^de  the  unfuitablenefs  of  fuch 
an    eftablifhment   to   their  circumftances,    it    was 
totally  inadequate  to  the  propofed  objeft.     The  mal- 
verfations  in  India  were  too  great  for  any  efforts  of 
the  court  of  diredors  to  correft ;  the  power  of  go- 
vernment only  could  be  capable  of  curbing  rapacity 
and  violence,  reftoring  to  the  inhabitants  the  fecure 
enjoyment  of  their  property,  and  dixefting  the  re- 
venue into  its  proper  channels.     A  great  majority  jsparred 
of  both  houfes  voted  for  the  law,         »  1 773. 

During 
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CHAP.        During  the  progrefs  of  this  bufmefs,  the  company 
^^^L^r  petitioned  parKament  for  a  loan,  in  the  manner  and  on 
■77i«      the  terms  fpecified  in  feveral  propofitions  which  had 
^I'nl      been  prefented  to  the  houfe-  They  afked  for  one  mil- 
SJa'i^r     ^^  ^^^  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  four  years,  at 
four  per  cent.,  to  be^^epaid  by  inftalments;  and  en* 
gaged  that  the  dividends  of  the  company  fliould  not 
exceed  fix  per  cent,  until  half  the  fum  was  liquidated, 
after  which  they  might  raife  their  dividend  to  eight 
per  cent.    When  the  whole  loan  was  difcharged,  the 
net  profits  beyond  eight  per  cent,  ftiould  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  company's  bond  debt,  until  it  was 
reduced  to  i  ,500,000 1.  and  after  that  rcdudion  the 
furplus  fhould  be  divided  between  the  public  and 
the  company.     They  farther  requefted,  that  they 
might  be  difcharged,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
five  years  *,  firom  the  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and   might  have  leave  to  export  their  teas,  free 
which  i»       of  duty,  to  America  and  foreign  countries.     Lord 
SwJ^fwn.   North,   admitting   the  policy  of  relieving   them, 
ditioni.       propofed,  that  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fhould  be  lent  to  the  company,  and  that 
their  divi4ends  fhould  be  liuiited  to   fix  per  cent- 
until  the  repayment  of  the  loan,  and  afterwards 
to  feven  per  cent,  until  their  bond  debt  fhould    be 
reduced  to  1,500,000!.      Refpefling  the  partici- 
pation of  profits,  the  minifter  propofed,  that   the 
furplus  profits  above  the  fum  of  eight  per  cent* 
fhould  pay  three-fourths  to  the  treafury,  and  the 
remainder  be  applied  to  the  farther  reduftion  of  the 
bond  debt,  or  to  difcharge  future  contingences  of 

*   See    the  parliamentary   tranfadtions  of   1769,  in    tliia 
volume,  p.  33* 

the 
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the  company.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  difcuffions,  chap. 
the  minifter  contended,  that  the  ftate  had  a  right  to  ...-^,-w 
territorial  poffeflions  acquired  through  conqueft  by  ^^73- 
any  of  its  fubjefts.  Oppofition  argued,  that  land* 
acquired  without  the  interference  of  the  ftate,  by  a 
company  exercifing  the  corporate  rights  which  they 
had  purchafed  from  the  ftate,  could  no  more  be- 
long to  Great  Britain,  than  the  advantages  of  any 
other  contraft  could  belong  to  the  granter  after  he 
had  made  the  convention  for  fpecified  value.  The 
minifter  perfevered  in  afferting  the  right  of  the  ftate 
to  the  territorial  poffeflions  in  India,  but  thought  it 
better  to  wave  that  queftion  for  fix  years  longer, 
foon  after  which  period  the  charter  would  expire. 
Thofe  who  either -wifhed  to  oppofe  miniftry,  or  to 
fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  India  company,  chofc 
to  confider  the  ftate  and  company  as  two  inde- 
pendent parties  difcufling  a  queftion  of  property 
according  to  the  law  of  England.  The  minifter  took 
a  different  view ;  he  looked  on  the  Eaft'  India  com- 
pany as  a  body,  which  had  been  incorporated  for  a 
certain  purpofe,  but  was  now  placed  in  a  fituation 
totally  different  from  the  intent  of  its  charters,  and 
as  protefted  in  its_  commercial  poffeflion  by  thofe 
charters  ;  but  that  its  territorial  acquifitions  confti- 
tuted  no  part  of  the  corporation's  rights  ;  and  be- 
came a  queftion  of  policy,  to  be  determined  on  the 
general  principles  of  wifdom  and  prudence,  and  not 
of  law,  to  be  decided  by  courts  of  judicature. 

In  conformity  to  that  part  of  the  company's  pe-  Thccomju. 
tition  which  refpefted  the  export  of  tea,  the  mini-  to  export  tea 
ftcrpropofed,  that  they  fliould  be  allowed  to  fend   f^^Tjl^ 
it  without  paying  cuftoms  wherever  they  could  find   ^'*'^- 
7  a  mar- 
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CHAP,    a  market.     One  caufe  of  their  diminlflied  retutii 

v^Jl,^   was,  the  rejedion  of  that  commodity  by  the  colo* 

'773.      nies:  they  had  17,000,000  lbs.  on  hand,   which, 

by  being  enabled  to  fell  at  a  reduced  price,  they 

hoped  they  could  difppfe  of  both  in  Europe  and 

Lord  ^        America.     Lord  North  further  intended,  by  thus 

pun  for  the    offering  the  article  to  the  Americans  at  a  low  price, 

l/indi^'^'  to  tempt  them  to  purchafe  it  in  great  quantities  ;  and 

thus,  iDefides  benefiting  the  company,  to  add  to  the 

impoft  revenue  fi'om  the  colonics.*    This  part  of  his 

plan  led  eventually  to  more  important  confequences, 

than  any  of  his  whole  fyftem  for  regulating  the  af* 

fairs  of  the  India  company. 

The  minifter  proceeded  to  propofe  a  third  bill 
for  the  better  mai\agement  of  the  company's  aflFairs ; 
containing  the  firft  plan  framed  in  the  Britifti  legif* 
lature  for  governing  Britifli  India.  The  fchemc 
was,  that  the  court  of  direflors  fliould  be  eleded 
for  four  years  ;  fix  members  annually,  but  no  one 
to  continue  in  the  direftion  longer  than  the  four 
years ;  that  none  fliould  vote  at  the  eleftion  of  a 
direftor,  who  had  not  been  a  proprietor  twelve 
months ;  that  the  qualification  of  a  voter  fliould, 
inftead  of  five,  hundred  pounds  India  flock,  be  a 
thoufand ;  that  the  mayor's  court  of  Calcutta  fhoukl 
be  confined  to  fmall  mercandle  cafes  ;  that  a  new 
court  fliould  be  efl:ablifhed,  confifling  of  a  chief 
juftice  and  three  puifne  judges,  who  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  and  a  fuperibrity  was  to  be 
given  to  the  prefidency  of  Bengal  over  the  other 
eftablifliments  of  India.  In  fupport  of  this  bill  mi- 
nifl:ers  alleged,  that  the  prefent  brief  period  of  their 
continuance  in  office  left  the  direftors  no  Icifure  to 

form 
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fbriQ  9nd  execute  prpj^ds  of  permanent  advantage ; 
thiit  fix  |iioi|t.h$;^a8  top  &ort  ft  term  for  holdingftock 
as  a  qualification  to  vote,  as  it  did  not  preclude  temi      >77J«  | 

parary  purchafes  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that  560 1.  I 

Di^  not  a  fufficient  jntereft  in  the  company,  to  entitle 
a  proprietor  to  a  vote,  in  its  prefent  extenfive  con-  ; 

ceras.     The  mayor's  court,  compofed  of  merchants 
and  traders,  though'  compet^t  to  its  juridical  pur- 
pofe before  the  territorial  acquifitibns,  when  die 
matters  fubmitted  to  its  decifion  were  folely  comrher- 
eial,  was  now  totally  inadequate  to  the  exercife  of 
the  fupreme  judicature,  and  therefore  a  new  court 
was  propofed.     The  minifter  did  not  profefs  to  ex- 
peft  that  thefe  regulations  would  completely  pro- 
duce the  defired  efFeft ;  yet  he  trufted  that  they 
would  operate  powerfully  towards  a  general  reform, 
Wid  chat  the  future  vigilance  of  the  legiflature,  in- 
ftrufljed  by  experience,  would  provide  new  regula- 
tions, fuitable  to  the  ftate  of  the  various  and  com- 
plicated eoocerns.     The  bill  was  long  and  vigor-  » difcuir^. 
oufly  oppofed  in  parliament,  and  ftrongly  depre-  in  pariu- 
cated  by  India  proprietors ;  not  only  by  the  holders  ^^^' 
under  a  thoufand  pounds  ftodk4  who  afferted  that 
the  franehife  which  they  had  jnirchafed  was  confif- 
cated 'without  delinquency ;  but  by  others,  who  ap- 
prehended that  thereby  the  property  of  Indisi  flock 
would  dpereafe  in  value,  as  fo  ftrong  a  motive  td      v 
purchafe,  or  retain,  was  withdrawn : .  however^  a^ 
length  it  paffed  into  a  law-  The  committees,  befide  Jnti'iiwi 
collecting  infofmation  to  guid^  and  induce  delibera- 
tive amendment^  found  in  the  eondufit  of  fome  of 
thecompan/s  principal  fervants,  grounds  for  very 
fevere  judicial  inquirieSi     A  dire£t  charge  was  ad- 
Voi-.  11.  K  duced 
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CHAP,   duced  againft  thofe  who  had  been  principally  con^ 

^_^^^nm_j  cemed  in  the  depofition  of  Surajah  Dowla^  General 

«773-      Burgoyne,  chairman  of  the  felefl:  committee,  hav- 

Se^duA   ing  enumerated  the  diftreffes  of  India,  and  the  a^ 

awlt        from  which,   according  to  the  committee,   they 

arofe,  declared  that  he  would  profecute  the  chief 

delinquents  ;  he  therefore  moved  "  that  the  right 

honourable  Robert  lord  Clive,  baron  Plaffey  in  the 

kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  confequence  of  the  powers 

veiled  in  him  in  India,  had  illegally  acquired  the 

fum  of  234,000  L  to  the  diflionour  and  detriment 

of  the  (late. 

The  arguments  to  fupport  this  charge,  were  taken 
from  the  refult  of  the  various  inquiries,  a  great  part 
of  which  confifted  of  arifwers  to  interrogatories^ 
put  to  the  accufed  himfelf,  and  other  principal  a£lors. 
Lord  Clive  was  ftated  to  be  the  oldeft,  if  not  the 
chief  delinquent,  and  to  have  fet  an  evil  example  to 
all  the  reft ;  unlefs  he  were  punifhed,  therefore^ 
every  other  oflfender  might  equitably  expeA  indem« 
nity.  Lord  Clive  made  a  very  ingenious  and  dex- 
terous defence ;  and  with  much  art  having  avoided  a 
clofe  difcuflion  of  the  queftion  on  its  own  ground 
of  right  or  wrong,  he  pleaded  the  thanks  of  the 
direftors  and  proprietors  on  his  return  home,  and 
farther  the  approbation  of  his  fovereign  and  coun« 
try.  In  certain  fituations,.  he  faid,  there  was  a 
^  critical  neceffity,  in  which  the  Englifli  power  and 
fortune  in  Afia  depended  folely  on  rapid,  well-timed^ 
and  extraordinary  ipeafuresj  by  fuch  efforts  he 
contended  that  he  had  faved  India.  'The  prefents 
were  agreeable  to  the  general  cuflom  of  the  eafl ; 
Meer  Jaifier  had  rewarded  all  thofe  who  had  been 

inftrtt* 
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hlllrumental  to  his  fuccefs :  the  acceptance  of  fiich  chap. 
recompence  he  had  never  deemed  difhonourable,  ._  ^^~^ 
and,  it  was  well  known,  he  had  never  concealed.      1773* 
Other  members  of  the  hdufe,  befide  enlarginqr  on 
thefe  topics,  firther  argued,  that  his  high  charafter 
and  immenfe  fdrtune,  after  having  been  quietly  en- 
joyed  for  fo  nlany  years,  ought  not  to  be  endan- 
gered  by  a  fchitiny  into  a  remote  period ;  and  that^ 
moreover,  his  Itnpoftaht  feryices  ought  to  havefcreen- 
ed  him  from  thofe  charges.  This  fpecies  of  logic,  that, 
in  a  cafe  of  criminal  inquiry,  fervice  performed  at 
one  time,  may  be  pleaded  as  a  yJ/-g^againft  guilt 
contracted  at  another,  was  ftrongly  controverted  by 
Mr.  Thurlow,  who  conduced  the  attack,    while 
Mr.  Wedderbume  headed  the  defence.     A  ihotion  Dimnguiih- 
being  made  fofCeiifuring' his  conduft,  the  aciitetifefs  ^mtm^ 
of  his  advocate  did  not  reft  the  vindication  of  lord  ,'„^**^^. 
Olive  on  a  plea  of  fervice,  which  he  as  fully  as  Mr.  <*«.  burnt 
Thurlow  admitted  to  be  irrelative  in  a  criminal  againftand 
charge,  but  his  chief  ground  of  argunlfent  was  the  cuicl"* 
nature  of  the  evidence,  which  arofe  principally  from 
the  accufed  himfelf,  and  other  leading  aftors.  The 
teftimonies  wefe  given  by  gentlemen  who  had  no 
conception  that  their  ftatements  could  affefl:  them* 
felves ;  and  if  rendered  the  foundation  of  a  profe- 
cution,  they  would  oblige  perfons  to  be  witneffes  to 
their  own  detriment,  than  which  nothing  could  be 
more  inconfiftent  with  juftice,  and  the  judicial  courfe 
of  England  *.     Thefe  arguments,,  ftrongly  impreffed 
by  Mr.  Wedderburne,  induced  the  houfe  by  a  con- 
fiderable  majority  to  put  an  end  to  the  inquiry. 

*  IJ)cbrctt*8  Parliamfntar}'-  Debates,  for  May  1773. 

K  2  .     While 
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CHAP.  While  Eaft  India  afiairs  occupied  the  chief  atten- 
^_^'^^.  tion  of  parliament,  fome  occurrences  in  the  Weft 
^773-  Indies  were  alfo  brought  under  its  conilderation. 
tii/ctfibbs.  The  iilands  of  St.  Vincent,  St.  Lucia,  and  Domi« 
nica,  had  formerly  been  deemed  neutral,  both  by 
the  French  and  the  Engliih.  The  proprietors  of  the 
foil  were  the  Caribbs,  being  the  defendants  of  the 
aboriginal  Indians,  with  a  finall  intermixture  from 
fugitive  negroes.  The  French  had  made  eflabliih* 
ments  inthefe  iilands,  with  the  conf^it  of  the 
natives ;  but  had  found  it  neceifary,  for  the  fecure 
enjoyment  and  improvement  of  their  new  acquid- 
yticHxs,  to  court  the  friendfhip  of  the  ancient  pofleflbrs. 
At  the  cefEon  of  St.  Vincent  to  England,  the  Ca- 
ribbs were  not  mentioned }  and  when  new  fettlers 
fromu  Britain  undertook  to  plant  the  iiland»  carders 
were  given,  that  while  thefe  Indians  were  inoSen- 
five  they  ffaould  not  be  difturbed.  Moil  of  the 
French  planters  fold  their  eitates  to  Britiih  ad- 
venturers, who  became  confiderable  both  in  num- 
bers a|id  property;  but  the  ^oil  fertile  trails 
were  ilill  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  The  new 
coloniils,  conceiving  that  fuch  valuable  pofieiSons 
would  be  much  better  improved  by  Britiih  induftry 
than  by  Indian  indolence,  propofed  to  government, 
to  dqprive  the  natives  of  the  foil  fitteil  for  cultivation, 
^nd  beftow  on  them  trails  more  commodious  for 
tbeir  favourite  occupations  of  hunting  and  fifbing  ; 
and  admini{lration,forefeeing  no  oppofition  from  the 
natives,  approved  the  plkn.'  The  exchange  was 
offered  by  the  planters  to  the  Caribbs,  but  rejeded 
with  indignation  ;  they  had  held  their  lands,  they 
faid,  independent  of  the  king  of  France,  and  would 
6  now 
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now  hold  them  independent  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Britifh  fettlers,  apprehenfive  of  a 
conteft  with  fuch  inflexible  neighbours,  fubmitted 
to  government,  whether  it  was  not  expedient,  fince 
the  Caribbs  would  not  part  with  their  lands,  to 
tfinfport  them  to  the  coaft  of  Africa ;  and  minifters 
too  haftily  agreed  to  the  fcheme.  The  Caribbs  re- 
folved  to  refift ;  and  a  body  of  troops,  in  1772,  ivas 
ordered  frpm  North  America  to  reduce  them  to  fub- 
jeftion :  but  the  rainy  feafon  prevented  our  forces 
from  making  progrefs,  and  proved  extremely  fickly. 
Thefe  hoftilities  became  the  fubjeO:  of  fevere  ant* 
madverfion  in  parliament;  we  had,  it  wa»  faid, 
unjuftly  attacked  the  immemorial  rights  of  the  Ga* 
riW)8,  and  unwifelv  fent  out  our  foldiers  at  a  feafon 
fatal  to  Europeans  who  had  newly  arrived  from  a 
more  temperate  climate.  Motions  concerning  th6 
caufes  of  the  war  and  the  ftate  of  the  troops,  caufed 
long  and  ardent  debates  in  parliament;  which^ 
though  feverally  negatived  by  great  majorities,higHy 
excited  the  public  attention,  tntdligence  at  length 
arrived,  that  major-general  Dalrymple  and  the  Ca«r 
ribbs  had  concluded  a  peace,  in  which  they  ac* 
knowledged  themfelves  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Bri- 
(jun,  aftd  promifed,  in  their  infercotitfe  with  the 
whites,  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England  j 
but  in  their  own  territories,  and  in  matters  relating 
to  each  other,  they  were  to  retain  their  ancient  cuf- 
foBtis  and  ufages:  they  agreed  to  cede  certain  & 
ftrifts  .ta  the  Britifh  planters,  and-acknowledgterg 
that  they  owed  theii"  lands  to  the  king's  clemency, 
were  atlfowed  to  retain  all  that  was  neceffaty  forr. 
thdr  po^yidaiiafi  and  pwfuits. 
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In  this  feflion,  lord  Howe  prefente4  a  petition  hoa^ 
the  captains  of  the  navy,  praying  a  fmall  increafc 
'773-      of  their  half-pay.     From  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  till 
the  year  17 15,  as  his  lordfliip  fhewed,  naval  cap» 
tains  received  a  half-pay  double  the  amount  of  that 
which  they  received  in   1773,  when  the  value  of 
money  was  fo  much  diminiihed.  It  would  be  fuper* 
fluous  to  employ  argumentation  in  demonflrating  the 
merit  and  importance  of  that  gallant  clafs  of  gentle- 
men, or  to  prove  that  the  allowance  was  unfuitable 
to  their  rank  in  fodety.     From  the  general  attach* 
ment  of  Britons  to  the  navy,  and  ^eir  convifkion 
that  the  recpmpence  ynas  inadequate  to  the  fervice, 
the  public  eameftly  defired  that  the  wifli  of  the 
brave  veterans  fhould  be  accomplifhed*     The  mir 
nifter   admitting  their  claims,    lamented  that  the 
fituation  of  the  finances  did  not  allow  additional 
iMfcafe  of    expences.     The  application,  however,  was  fo  very 
SmuJ  ^    popular,  that  a  motion  was  carried  in  favour  of  the 
uini.  petition,  a  fuitable  addrefs  prefented  to  his  majefty, 

and  an  addition  of  two  fhillings  a  day  (amounting 
in  all  to  fix)  made  to  the  halfrpay  of  navy  captains. 
Bin  in  fa-         Th^  diffenters,  notwithftanding  the  difappoint« 
JSfcoter**    ment  of  the  former  year,  brought  in  a  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  penal  laws  and  fubfcriptions,  which,  be«i 
ing  fupported  apd  oppofed  by  the  fame  arguments 
is  rejeaed.     as  before,  was  rejefted. 

SuppiMs.  The  ways  and  means  of  this  feffion  fhewed  the 

financial  ikili  of  the  minifter  to  be  neither    Cf- 
Kediift;on     cellcnt  nor  defedlive.    His  calculation,  indeed,  on 
tioLi  ddbt    Ac  rcduftion  of  the  national  debt,  had  proved  fome- 
what  erroneous,  as  no  part  of  the  funded  incum- 
brance tiras  afiualiy  liquidated.     Exchequer  bills 

tQ 
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to  the  amount  of  i,Roo,ooo  1.  were  difcharged: 
Md  the  money  advanced  to  the  Eaft  India 'eompany. 
was  no# immediately  raifed,  but  credit  pledged  for      1773- 
it  in  exchequer  bills.     The  feffion  did  not  rife  till 
July  ift,  after  having  lafted  nearly  eight  months. 

During  this  winter  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of 
com^  efpecially  in  Scotland,  and  tumults  enfued : 
the  rioters,  however,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  corn- 
dealers,  and  the  firmnefs  of  the  magiftrates,  were 
prevented  from  deftrudive  outrage.     On  the  conti-  Continenui 
nent  of  Europe,  the  partitioning  powers  this  year  *^"'** 
continued  to  be  the  principal  objefts  of  obfervation, 
while  they  completed  their  projefl:  of  robbery,  and 
compelled  the  unhappy  Poles  to  fandKon  their  va- 
rious fteps  of  iniquity  and  ufurpation.     As  they  ad- 
vanced in  fpoliation,  they  ^ew  more  indifferent 
about  even  the  femblance  of  juftice;  and  when* 
ever  the  Poles  offered  any  remonftrance,  they  im- 
mediately threatened    to    overwhelm   them  with 
troops*.     A  few  of  the  nobility  having  efc^ped  Comptetion 
from  Warfaw,  betook  themfelves  to  Cracow,  and  ^ber-' 
there  endeavoured  to  form  a  party  againft  theplun-  ^^^^^^ 
derers  and  ufurpers ;  but  their  attempts  were  una- 
vailing: the  partitioning  powers,  having  difmem- 
bered  the  beft  provinces  of  Poland  under  pretence 
of  amending  its  conftitution,  confirmed  its  defefls, 
and  perpetuated  the  principles  'of  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion.     It  would  be  foreign  to  this  hiftory  to  fol- 
low  thoie  dragooning  law-givers  through  the  detail 
of  their  afts,  but  they  all  Ihewed  that  the  objeft 

^  See  the  manifeftoes  of  the  three  fevf ral  powers,  addrefTed  to, 
Poku)d;  Statft  Papers,  1773. 

^  4  was 
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CHAP.    Wii  t6  render  thofe  parts  dependent  on  th6  p4rti* 
._^]^1^_.  Iioning  powers  through  fafkion  and  internal  difor- 
der,  which  it  did  not  at  prefcnt  ♦  fuit  theif  ^ur pofc 
to  feize  by  their  arms. 

Ruffia  was  by  no  means  fo  fuccefsful  againft  thd 
iTurks  this  year,  as  in  former  campaigns.  Elated 
with  her  viftorieSj  fhe  had  refiifed  all  reafonable 
terms  of  accommodation,  expefting  that  her  coft- 
(^dering  forces  would  penetrate  to  Conftantinopk^ 
and  that  (he  might  diftate  the  peace  iii  the  enettly*sJ 
pdpital.  Early  in  fummer,  her  forces  on  the  Da- 
nube took  the  field,  and  after  fome  partial  and  de« 
fached  advantages,  the  grand  army  penetrating  to 
the  confines  of  Romania,  found  the  vizier  fo  ftroftgly 
pofted,  that  h«  could  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the 
«  Ruffians^  without  being  compelled  to  hazard  d 
battle.  After  various  mafterly  but  ineffe&ual  mote-' 
nnents  to  bring  the  enemy  to  a  decifive  engagemelif ^ 
Romanzow  was  obliged  to  recr ofs  the  Danube,  and 
it  the  eiid  of  the  campaign  found  himfelf  no  farther 
stdvanced  than  at  the  beginning.  In  the  Crimea 
and  the  levant,  the  Ruffian  operations,  much  lefs 
importsfitt^  were  equally  indecifive:  the  Tufks, 
indeed,  being  now  re-taught  the  ufe  of  arms,  c^>m- 
manded  by  an  able  9tid  fkilful  general,  who  pof&ied 

#  It  may  b«  sfftcd,  wl^y  did  not  the  confederate  inTaders 
,  ufurp  the  whole  kingdom  of  Poland  }  Of  the  reafons  of  this 
forbearance  the  Annual  Regifter  gives  a  very  probable  account. 
**  It  would  iraye  been  9  matter  of  no  difficulty  to  iorm  new 
claims  ttffim  as  good  a  foundation  aft  thofe  tvhich  they  had  sdready 
piade ;  but  it  would  not  have  been  fo  eafy  to  have  agreed  among 
themfelves  as  to  the  diftribution."      Aamud  Regifter^  ^71$* 

the 
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the  confidence  of  Ms  fdldlcrs,  no  longer  afforded!  chap, 
certain  and  eafy  Tiftory.  v^^'-v-w 

It  was*  conceived,  that  l^rance  Ind  Spain  were  '773- 
this  year  preparing  to  take  a  p^t  in  the  war  againft 
Ruflia,  of  whofe  ptogfefe  and  power  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  was  jealotis.  .Their  armaments  not  being 
confined  to  the  ports  on  the  Mediterranean,  and 
bdng  greater  than  was  n^^^effary  to  aft  againft  the 
Ruffians  in  the  Levant  and  the  Archipelago,  the 
Baltic  was  fuppofed  to  be  one  objeft  of  their  defti- 
nation,  France  was  believed  to  be,  through  her 
intimate  connexion  with  the  kmg  of  Sweden,  infti- 
gating  that  prm^e  to  a  war,  which,  from  his  lately- 
acquired,  abfolute  power,  he  could  the  more  readily 
undertake.  The  equipments  of  the  Bourbon  fove- 
reigns,  whatever  might  be  their  purpofe,  neceffarily  • 
arottfed  the  vigilance  of  England ;  ^  powerful 
fleet  was  fpeedily  prepared ;  and  the  ambaffadors  of 
Brimin  at  their  rtfpeftive  courts  announced,  that  if 
they  interfered  itt  the  war  between  Ruffia  and  Tur- 
key, an  Englifli  fleet  failing  to  the  Mediterranean 
would  fettftrate  their  projefts.  The  king  of  Spain, 
always  inifni^al  to  this  ctountry,  appeared  difpofed  to 
boftilitiesj  but  the  French  king  and  miniftry,  defir- 
ous  as  they  might  be  to  theck  the  progrefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  were  far  from  wifliing  to  involve  themfelves  in 
a  war  with  Britain,  ^nd  by  their  influence  at  Ma- 
drid they  prevented  a  rupture.  In  Italy,  the  pope, 
who  had  fo  ftrenuoody  maintained  the  caufe  of  the 
jefmtSy  and  U>  obftinately  endeavoured  to  fupport 
the  cuftdmary  ei^tortion  of  his  priefts,  was  now 
d^kd.  ISA  ftt^eeflbr,  aware  that  a  bifhop  of  Rome 
was  of  tiute  cd^quence  om  ef  his  own  diocefe, 

imleft 
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unleTs  fuj^rted  by  the  power  of  lay-fovereigns, 
determined  to  cultivate  the  frifendflup  of  thofe  princes. 
To  gratify  the  united  houfe  of  Bourbon,  he  fup- 
prefled  the  jefuits ;  but  allowed  individuals  who  had 
belonged  to  that  order,  to  remain  in  his  dominions, 
provided  they  rendered  themfelves  ufeful,  without 
advancing  do£bines  in  fupport  of  their  late  inftitu* 
tion,  or  taking  any  fteps  toward  its  reiloration; 
and  this  was  the  final  blow  to  the  remains  of  an 
order  the  mofl  celebrated  of  monkifli  fiatemitiest 
AttKks  of  In  all  the  Roman  catholic  ftates,  the  redu^on  of  ec*- 
thoucpowl  clefiaflical  power,  begim  with  fuch  eflfed  by  the 
SLg".'*"  houfe  of  Bourbon,  was  become  general ;  indeed^ 
plans  of  this  fort  were  fo  haftily  adopted  and 
executed,  as  rather  to  manifefl:  that  they  fprung 
^  from  imitation  than  from  rational  conviftion.  The 
exahation  of  priefts  far  beyond  their  due  rank  in 
fociety,  had  been  very  long  the  fafhion,  fo  their  ex- 
ceffive  depreifion  became  now  the  mode  of  catholic 
courts  \  an  undue  contempt  of  ecclefiafUcs  was  a 
favourite  fentiment  with  princes  and  minifters  in 
thofe  countries  wherein  they  had  very  recently  been 
regarded  with  undeferved  admiration;  thofe  no- 
tions, very  naturally,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  human 
opinion,  running  \nto  oppofite  extremes,  accele-i 
lerated  the  progrefs  of  infidelity ;  and,  in  their  re-r 
mote  confequences,  precipitated  the  downfal  of 
their  abettors. 
Aaaerica;  f  hough  the  ftubbowi  republicans  of  New  Eng- 
land cqnt;nued  to  thwart  the  piother-country,  the 
nuddle  and  fputbern  provinces^  wg^e  peaceably  and 
quietly  advancing  in  population  and  profperity. 
'fhey  feemed  rcfolved  tp  (:ulrivate  the  fdendfhip  of 

Britain* 
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Britain,  replete  with  benefit,  and  which  for  feveral  chap, 
y^s  no  meafure  or  occurrence  had  tended  to  inter-   v,,.-^JL^ 
cept.    They  appeared  well-fatisfied  with  the  admi-       '773. 
niftration  of  Lord  North,  under  which  the  chief  |"3?' 
objefts  of  their  complaints  had  been  redreffed.    Re-   *"1^  V*^ 
lieved  from  the  greater  part  of  the  obnoxious  im- 
pofts,  they  gave  themfelves  little  trouble  about  the 
refervation  of  the  principal ;  and,  while  their  purfes 
were  fpared,  forebore  quarrelling  about  metaphy-.   - 
fical  propofitions  j  they  alfo  difcouraged  the  repub- 
lican 9geQt|s  of  thejr  northern  neighbours.     Bred  in 
tnopjurchical  principles,  they  did  not,  like  the  Bo- 
Aonians,  wilb  tp  fcparate  from  Great  Britain  merely 
tecaufe  it  wa^  a  monarchy  5  they  were  willing  to 
give  allegiance  for  proteftion,  ttjough  afforded  by  - 
the  wearer  of  a  crown,  , 

At  home,  the  fpirit  oiF  licentioi^fnefs  had  fubfided ;   Bnfain ; 
the  minifter,  unaJTuming  and  agreeable  in  his  m^n-   andTc^ 
ners,  and  candid  in  his  opinion^,  wa§  efteemed  f^^* 
able  and  fuccefsfixl  ii^  his  adminiftration.     I^is  plan 
for  governing  In^ia  greatly  increafed  hk  own  power 
and  patronage,  and  was  yet  pjeafing  to  the  country. 
It  was  neceffary  to  reftrain  by  fopie  rneans  the  op- 
preflxpn,  portion,  and  cruelty  qf  the  company's 
fervants ;  an4  the  nation  conceived  the  principles 
and  provifions  pf  his  fyftem  to  be  effeftual  for  that 
purpofe.    His  new  arrangements  would,  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  by  preventing  the  extravagance  and  depre- 
dations of  the  company's  officers,  increafe  this  bouriT 
tifiil  fource  of  revenue,  and  farther  diminipi  the',^^^j^^ 
public  burdens.     The  nation  was  at  peace  with  all   tMde  and 
the  world,  and  apparently  lively  to  continue  long   fmpS^^ 
jp  enjoy  tranquillity  j  commerc?  was  increafmg,  and  ^\l^l'^^ 

conceived   North. 
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CHAP.  con(!eived  to  be  in  a  train  of  very  great  augmflita- 
v,.^^*^  tion ;  and  every  thing  appeared  favourable  to  pri- 
'773«  vate  and  public  profperity.  Thus  during  lord 
North*s  miniftry,  his  country,  from  being  a  fcene 
of  turbulence  and  difcontent,  was  become  tranquil 
and  fatisfied ;  America,  from  refrifing  our  manufac- 
tures, diftreffing  our  commerce,  and  being  almoft  in 
rebellion  againfi:  our  government  and  laws,  now  af- 
forded an  advantageous  market  for  our  commodities, 
enriched  our  merchants  and  manufafturers,  em- 
ployed our  fhipping,  exercifed  our  failors,  and  de- 
clared their  attachment  to  our  conftitution  and  king. 
India,  from  being  the  fcene  of  iniquity,  was  to  be 
adminiftered  with  juftice.  Our  receipts,  recemly 
unequal  to  our  annual  expenditure,  now,  without 
farther  burdening  the  fubjeft,  enabled  us  to  reduce 
the  national  debt,  Md  thus  'ultimately  to  leflfen  the 
taxes  on  the  people.  Such  was  the  fituation  and  re- 
pute of  the  minifter,  and  fuch  the  opinion  and  hopes 
The  miiiu  of  the  people,  at  the  period  which  the  hiflory  has 
th^iMitR  tiow  reached  ;  lord  North  being  now  in  the  meri- 
dian fplendour  of  his  adminiftration. 

Though  the  fairnefs  of  the  profpeA  was  no  doubt 
exaggerated  by  fanguine  imaginations,  yet  to  dif- 
cerning  judgment  it  was  by  no  means  unpleafing ; 
tranquillity  was  reftored  at  home,  and  in  mod  of 
the  colonies ;  fome  progrefs  was  making  in  reducing 
the  national  debt ;  trade  was  aftually  increafing,  and 
likely  ftill  farther  to  'advance.  The  effeft  of  the 
Eaft  India  plan,  either  commercial  or  political, 
could  not  with  any  precifipn  be  afcertained ;  but  by 
reftraining,  in  fome  degree,  fraudulent  and  preda- 
fory  appropriation  of  Indian  wealth,  feemed  calculated 
,  tQ 
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to  improve  the  company's  finances,  and  the  revenue 
of  Britain.  Refleding  politicians  faw,  that  the  fa- 
vourable change  in  our  afFairs  could  not  be  all  traced  '77s* 
to  the  minifter's  ^counfeis  or  meafures,  but  they 
certainly  perceived  that  American  tranquillity  was 
to  be  imputed  to  his  propofitions.  In  thefe  they 
difcovered  a  mind  more  inclined  to  conciliajion  than 
coercion,  and  confidently  inferred  that  Lord  North 
would  adhere  to  the  foothing  policy,  of  which  they 
had  already  experienced  the  falutary  efFefts.  No 
event  or  fituation  had  occurred,  to  exhibit  lord 
North  as  a  great  minifter ;  but  there  were  hitherto  • 
ao  grounds  to  queftion  his  capacity  for  fuccefsfuUy 
conducing  the  aflfairs  of  his  country,  in  drcum- 
ftances  not  more  trying  than  thofe  which  he  had 
yet  encountered. 
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Objeff  of  the  mimjler  in  his  propojition  rtfpeBing  the  export  of 
tea. — Alarm  atBo/lon. — Difcovery  of  the  governor^ s  letters  U 
theEngliJh  mini/lry. — News  arrives  in  Bofionythatjhips  laden 
vith  tea  are  on  their  nvay. — Riots, — Governof^s  proclamation 
is  difregarded.— Ships  arrive  at  Bo/lon, — A  mob  thro^vs 
the  cargo  into  the  fea, — Meeting  of  parliament, — Kin^s 
mejffage  rejpefling  the  diflurbances  at  Bo/tony  is  difcujfed  in 
parliament.— Bill  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Bo/lon* — The 
punifhment  of  a  whole  community  for  the  ails  of  a  party  is 
defended  by  mini/lers, — The  principle  and  provifions  of  the 
bill  are  impugned  by  oppofttion  as  wijufl  and  unwife.^-^Pre" 
cedents  difcujfed. — Oppofttion  prcdiHy  that  it  will  drive  the 
colonies  to  confederate  revolt. — The  bill  pajfes  into  a  law.--' 
Mr.  Fullei^s  motion  for  repealing  the  duty  on  tea. — Mr* 
Barkis  celebrated  fpeech  on  Atnerican  taxation. — Coercive 
plan  of  minifters  farther  developed. — Bill  for  changing  the 
civil  government  of  Majfachufets. — Bill  for  changing  the 
admini/lration  of  juflice  therein — ^ebesbilL — Inquiry  into 
the  Jlate  of  prifons. — Howard. — Supplies. — Literary  pro-^ 
perty  afcertained  by  a  decifion  of  the  houfe  <f  peers, — Seffton 
slofes. — Expeilations  and  apprehenfions  from  the  coercive 
meafures  of  the  legiflature. 

T  COME  now  to  a  part  of  the  narrative  more  im- 
portant  than  any  which  has  hitherto  been  the  fub- 
'773-  jeft  of  this  hiftory.  I  have  to  trace  the  caufes  and 
the  commencement  of  a  war,  which  m  its  progrefe  in- 
volved maritime  Europe,  and  in  its  operations  dif- 
played  very  frequently  all  the  ftrength  of  the  Britifh 
charader,  in  which,  though  the  iffue  proved  un- 
fortunate, as  the  counfels  were  not  rarely  unwife,  and 

the 
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the  executive  condudl  not  feldom  dilatory  and  in-  c  h  a  ?• 
decifive,  yet  the  conteft  was  on  the  whole  not  in-  v^^-^.^l.^ 
glorious.     The  mafs  of  Britifh  energy  was  unim-      ^773-; 
t)aired.    Military  ardour  and  enterprife;  naval  fkill, 
courage,  and  ability,  manifefted  themfelves  in  all 
ranks.     If  Britain,  having  the  whole  force  of  her  an- 
cient foes    and    her    recent   friends  and  fubjeds 
to  combat,  did  not  come  off  vidorious,  yet  fhe  was 
not  vanquiflied ;  fhe  indeed  loft  her  colonies,  but 
did  not  lofe  her  honour. 

Various  were  the  circumftances,  both  internal  and 
external,  in  her,  cabinet,  her  fenate,  her  camp,  and 
the  combined  efforts  of  her  enemies,  which  tended 
to  deprefs  our  country ; .  but  all  did  not  effefl:  a  laft- 
ing  humiliation.  The  national  exertions,  though 
far  different  in  fuccefs  from  thofe  during  which  Pitt 
had  guided  her  councils,  or  Marlborough  headed 
her  troops,  proved  that  Britain  had  not  degenerated. 
Severely  as  the  effects  of  the  American  war  were 
iinmediately  felt  by  this  country,  yet  its  diftant  con- 
fequences  *have  been  moft  dreadful  to  continental 
Europe,  by  rapidly  accelerating  that  great  revolu- 
tion which  now  overwhelms  fo  large  a  portion  of 
the  civilized  world,  and  has  made  the  chief  abettors 
of  revolt  fall  into  deftruftion  from  the  principles 
which  that  revolt  cherifhed. 

Lord  North,  in  his  propofition  for  exporting  the  oyea  oF 

-     ,  .  ,  .  ,  ,  ^ ,  the  minifter 

teas  of  the  company  without  paying  duty,  had  a  inhUrropo- 
twofold  objeft  in  view:  to  relieve  the  company,  ccJntn^thc 
and  to  improve  the  revenue.     The  Americans,  be-  ^'^p'^'^  •^ 
bg  informed  of  the  ad,  vie\Ved  it  only  in  the  latter 
light.     The  affociations  againft  importing  tea,  were 
ftill  in  exiftence  j  although,  except  in  Maffachufets 

bay. 
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bay^  Uttle  regarded ;  and  the  promulgation  of  this 
fcheme  revived  their  fpirit  in  the  more  moderate 
"773.      colonies,  but  in  JVUflachufets  it  excited  great  rage 
and  alarm.    It  was  forefeen,  that  if  the  tea  were 
once  introduced  and  landed,  it  would  be  impoilible 
to  prevent  its  fale  and  confumption,  and  thus  the  in- 
habitants would  be  obliged  to  pay  the  duty,  not* 
withftanding  all  their  efforts  to  oppofe  taxation. 
Alarm  It      As  tea  had  been  clandeftinely  imported  even  to 
■•*"*•        Bofton,   the  dealers,  who  were  very  numerou?, 
were  afraid  that  the  trade  might  be  taken  out  of 
their  hands,  and  become  entirely  dependent  on  the 
.    confignees  of  the  Eall  India  company.     Thefe,  from 
the  connecUon  now  fubfifting  between  the  company 
and  the  adminiftration,   were  gentlemen  who  fa- 
voured government,  and  were  of  courfe  unpopular 
in  New  England. 
Difco^ery         Jhere  was  another  circumftancc  alfo,  which  ren- 
vemorfc'  let-  dcrcd  thcfe  colonifts  more  inimical  than  ever  to  go* 
E^iuhmU  vemment,  and  confequentJy  more  determined  to 
niftert.        oppofe  its  uveafurcs  and  mifconftrue  its  intentions. 
Some  years  before  this  time,  the  governor  and  de- 
puty  governor'  of  Maflachufets  had  written  ccmfi- 
dential  letters  lo  official  perfons  in  England,  con- 
taining a  very  unfavourable  view  of  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs, and  of  the  temper,  difpofitions,  and  defigns  of 
the  leaders  in  that  province.     They  alleged,  that 
.    a  republican  fpirit  prevailed  there,  which  would  r* 
fift  the  meafures  of  Britain,   however  equitable) 
th^t  to  reduce  the  inhabitants  to  obediencej  coer» 
cion  was  neceffary ;  and  that  a  confiderable  change 
of  the  conftitution  and  fyftem  of  government  wat 
tequifite,  to  infurethe  fubordination  of  the  cctfony  $ 

and 
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and  propofed,  that  the  aheration  Ihould  be  ftrch  as  chap. 
would  abridge  their  liberties.  Py  fome  means  not  v.,,,^^^,.^ 
yet  difcovered,  doftor  Franklin,  agent  for  the  pro-  «773- 
vince  in  England,  got  the  letters  into  his  poffeffion. 
Franklin  was  alfo  deputy  poft-mafter-general  for 
America,  an  office  which  he  held  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Britifh  government ;  from  gratitude, 
therefore,  he  might  have  been  prefumed  to  be  at- 
tached to  his  employers.  Perhaps  the  pofleffbr  of 
the  letters  might,  on  this  fuppofition,  have  fhewn 
them  to  him,  in  order  to  illuftrate  fome  opinion  re- 
fpeding  the  ^pndud  of  the  Americans ;  but  how- 
foever  he  might  have  difcovered  them,  it  was  to  be 
expe^ed  that  he,  who  muft  have  feen  their  nature 
and  tendency ^  would  not  .have  publifhed  papers  ^ 
which  mufl:  ncceffarily  embroil  the  governor  and 
the  colonies*  Franklin,  aeverthelefs,  did  make  them 
known,  by  tranfmitting  thern  to  the  provincial  af- 
fembly  tbeji  fitting  at  Boftop.  The  animofity  and 
indignation  .excited  by  their  perufal  were,  as  the 
informer  muft  have  forefeen^i  very  violent.  The 
affembly  fent  a  deputation  to  inquire  whether  the  go- 
vernor aekntowfedgcd  the  fignatures ;  and  the  fub- 
fcription  being  owned,  they  prepared  a  petition  and 
remonftrance  to  be  prefented  to  the  king,  charging 
the  govempr  with  betraying  his  truft  by  giving  par- 
tial and  falfe  information,  declaring  him  an  enemy 
to  the  colony,  and  praying  for  his  removal  from 
office.  This  new  fource  of  difcord  rendered  the 
Boftonians  more  open  to  other  caufes.  The  con- 
fignees  of  the  Eaft  India  company  were  chiefly  of 
the  family  and  ncareft  connedions  of  the  governor 
Vol,  !!•  L  and 
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CHAP,   and  deputy-governor,  and  were  thus  the  more  ob- 


XII 


noxious  to  the  hatred  of  the  Boftonisfps. 


«773-  In  the  month  of  November,  mtelligence  was  re* 

ti«c««t  Rof.  cdved  that  three  Ihips  hden  with  tea  were  on  their 
I^fMchtf   paflage  to  Bofton.    Tumults,  violence,  and  rior, 
^StuH'^    were  excited,  to  frighten  the  confignees  from  aS- 
ing  in  their  intended  capacity.    Some  of  the  com- 
panyf s  agents  were  fo  intimidated  as  to  )deld  to  this 
lawlefs  violence,  and  to  relinquiih  their  appomt- 
ments,  but  others  refolved  to  difcharge  their  duty. 
Committees  were  appointed  in  different  towns,  to 
which  the  conftituents    delegated    much  greater 
powers  than  juftly  and  legally  they  pofleffed  them- 
(elves.    They  authorifed  the  deputies  to  infped  the 
books  of  merchants,  to  impofe  tefts,  and  to  inAid 
punifiunent  on  thofe  who  refilled  their  tyrannical 
proceedings.    Thefe  violent  meafures  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  province  of  Maflachufets,  but  extended 
to  the  other  colonies  ;  it  was,  however,  at  Bofton 
^"^         that  they  proceeded  to  flagrant  outrage.    There  the 
populace,  with  the  imperious  infolence  of  a  demo- 
cratical  mob,  commanded  the  agents  to  relinquiih 
their  appointments  ;  but  thofe  gentlemen  refufed  to 
deviate  from  engagements  which  juftice  fan£Honed, 
and  law  authorifed ;  and  the  rioters  attacked  the 
houfes  of  the  refraftory  confignees^  whom  they 
Gownor'i    obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Caftle  William.     The  go- 
Uooi  vemor  iffued  a  proclamation,  commanding  the  civil 

magiftrates  to  fupprefs  the  riots,  and  proted  the 
peaceable  and  well-difpofed  inhabitants  *  ;  but  the 
Mdifiegard-   proclamation  was  difrcgarded  and  defpifed,  and  the 
*  Stcdman's  Hiftory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  p.  84. 

flieriff 
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IheriflFinfuIted  forattcmpting  to  read  it  at  biie  of  the   chap. 
illegal  meetings.     In  December  1773,  three  fliips   v..--,-^ 
belonging  to  the  company  arrived  at  Bofton  ;  and      '773- 
the  very  day  oil  which  they  came  to  port^  one  of  yfil^tuT 
the  firft  objecls  that  they  beheld  was  a  cuftom-houfe 
officer  tarred  and  feathered  by  a  riotous  multitude, 
becaufe  he  had  performed  the  duties  of  his  office^ 
The  populace  manifefted  fo  general  a  fpirit  of  en^ 
mity  and  revenge  againft  all  whom  they  fuppofed 
to  be  conneded  with  the  importation  of  tea,  that 
the  captains  were  afraid  to  attempt  the  bnding  of 
their  cargoes,  and  oflFered  to  return  to  England,  if 
they  could  obtain  the  proper  difcharges  from  the 
confignees,  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  the  governor; 
but  though  thefe  officers  would  not  venture  to  land 
the  tea,    they  refufed  to  give  the  captains  a  dif<> 
charge  while  their  cargoes  remained  on  board,  for 
the  delivery  of  which  they  were  engaged  by  the 
company.     A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  had  ex- 
preiTed  a  determination  to  fend  the  cargoes  and  (hips 
back  to  England,  and  applied  to  the  cuftom-houfe 
for  a  clearance,  and  to  the  governor  for  leave  for 
the  fliips  to  pafs  Caftle  William ;  and  the  refufal  of 
both  being  reported,  the  Americans  apprehended 
that  it  was  the  deiign  of  the  government  officers  to 
land  the  tea  privately,  which  would  render  it  im- 
poflible  to  prevent  its  gradual  fale,  and  confequently 
the  taxation,  which  the  Boftonians  abhorred.     To  ^  ^^^ 
oppofe  this,  a  number  of  armed  men,  in  the  evening  throws  the 
of  the  1 8th  of  December,  difguifed  as  Indians,  thl^fea/ 
boarded  the  fliips,  and  threw  the  cargoes  into  the 
fea. 

L  ;2  Before 
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c  H  A  F.       Before  the   new$   of  this  outrage  arrived  in 
K^^,^^  England,  parliament  had  afiembled.     That  auguft 
'7*-      body  met  on  the    13th  of  January  1774.     The 
pJuiJi^nt.    principal  fubj^&s  of  the  king's  fpeech  were,  the 
pacific  difpofition  of  other  foreign  powers,  though 
the  war  between  Ruffia  and  Turkey  ftill  continued  ^ 
a  general  recommendation  to  employ   our  tran- 
quillity from  abroad  in  improving  our  condition  at 
home,  and  efpecially  to  profecute  fuch  meafures  as 
fhould  tend  to  advance  our  commerce  and  revenue^ 
tJnder  thefe  heads,  he  recommended  them  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  gold  coin,  which  was 
then  very  much  impaired.     On  the  difputes  of  Ame- 
rica his  majefty  did  not  enter,  as  no  information 
had  yet  been  received  of  the  violent  proceedings  of 
the  colonifts  during  the  recefs  of  parliament.     In 
February,  however,  intelligence  arrived  of  the  riot 
Meflige  of    m  Bofton ;  and  on  the  7th  of  March,  a  meflage  was 
fpeain(fth«  delivered  from  his  majefty  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
•t^B^onT  ^y  '^^  North,  purporting,  that  in  confequence  df 
the  unwarrantable  praSices  carried  on  in  America, 
and  particularly  the  outrageous  proceedings  at  the 
'  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a  view  of  obftruft- 
ing  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  grounds 
and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  the  confti- 
tution,  it  was  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
before  parliament.     The  king  confided  as  well  in 
their  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  his  majefty *s  au- 
thority, as  in  their  attachment  to  the  general  intereft 
and  welfare  of  all  his  dominions.     He  trufted  that 
they  would  not  only  enable  him  effeftually  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  might  be  moft  likely  to  put  an 

imme- 
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immediate  flop  to  thefe  diforders,  but  would  alfo  chap. 
take  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration  what  hu  v^J^,^ 
ther  regulations  and  permanent  provifions  might  be      »774* 
neceflary  to  be  eftabliflied  for  better  fecuring  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence  of 
the  colonies  upon  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain.     This  meffage  being  delivered,    a 
great  number  of  papers  were  laid  before  the  houfe, 
confifting  of  copies  and  extrafts  of  letters  from  the 
different  magiftrates  and  officers,  the  votes  and  re# 
folutions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  and  many 
other  documents,  both  authentic  and  important.   An  difcufl«a  m 
addrefs  to  his  majefty  was  propofed,  ftrongly  ex-  ^*'  '*°*^'*^» 
preffing  the  readinefs  of  parlianient  to  comply  with 
the  requifition  of  the  royal  meffage.     Though  this 
motion  was  carried  without  a  divifion,  it  produced 
a  very  general  difcufBon  of  American  affairs,  and 
of  the  mode  and  extent  of  the  inquiries  which  fhould 
be  made.     Members  of  oppofition  admitted,  that 
•America  was  in  a  very  difordered  ftate-j  but  con-^ 
tended,  thai  the  diiturbances  arofe  from  one  radical 
caufe,  taxation ;  ^nd  until  that  was  removed,  dif* 
content  would  always  continue  in  the  colonies. 
They  ought  to  hiquire  into  the  condufl:  of  the  Ame- . 
ricans  who  had  refifted  government,  and  punilh 
them  according  to  the  guilt  eftablilhed  by  proof. 
They  ought  alfo  to  examine  the  fyftejn  of  violence 
which  had  provoked,  and  ojF  weaknefs  which  had 
encouraged,  their  refiftapce,.    The  houfe  could  only 
fupport  minifters,  after  inveftigating  their  condud, 
and  finding  it  wife  and  equitable ;  therefore  a  ftri£t 
retrofped  intp  their  management  was  effentially  qon-^ 
pe^ed  wUb  m  inquiry  concerning  the  ftate  of 
J.  J  Amoriqsu 
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^  ^xn.^'   Ameiicau    If  they  had  afted  prudently,  fuch  a  re- 
view  would  terminate  to  their  honour ;  but  if  un- 


'774- 


wifely,   it  behoved  parliament  not  to  encourage 
wealuiels  and  ignorance.      The   retrofped   here 
propofed  was  not  for  a  judicial  purpofe,  to  have 
minifters  tried  or  puniflied ;  but  a  deliberative,  to 
direft  the  conduct  of  the  legiflature.    Minifters 
warmly  oppofed  this  two^fold  confideration  of  the 
fubjeft ;  and  contended,  that  the  inquiry  fhould  be 
confined  to  the  mere  mifbehaviour  of  the  Bofton- 
ians.    Were   it   to   extend  to   other  fubjedts,  it 
would  retard  a  bufinefs  peculiarly  prefling}   and 
alfo   encourage   the  difaffe&ed  colonifts,  by  in« 
ducing  them  to   fuppofe  that  there  was  in  the 
Britiih  parliament  a  difpofition  to  leflen  their  guilt 
by   throwing  blame  on    the    executive  govern* 
ment.      The    propofed  rctrqfpea   was    therefore 
not  only   unneceflary,  but  even  dangerous  :  al* 
though  minifters  did  not  here  prove  that,  in  exa« 
nuning  fubje&s  of  deliberative  meafures,  it  was  bet« 
ter  to  reft  contented  with  part  of  the  fads  than  to 
fcrutinize  the  whole  (and  that  was  the  amount  of 
their  argument  *),  yet  they  fucceeded  in  perfuading 
parliament  to  confine  its  attention  to  the  violence 
and  outrages  of  the  Americans,  without  feeking  to 
trace  the  caufes.     On  this  imperfed  knowledge  of 
iads,  the  Britifli  legillators  proceeded  to  deliberate 
on  queftions  involving  the  prefervation  or  Iof|  of  a 
moft  valuable  part  of  the  empire.    As  the  groimds 
of  their  procedure  were  partial,  it  might  have  been 
^xpeded  that  they  would  have  inveftigated  the 

♦  See  Parliamentary  Debates,  March  1774}  und  afterwvds, 
QQ  |he  Lofton  pqrt  1)111, 

parts 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IH.  151 

parts  which  they  profeiTed  to  confider,  before  they 
pafled  any  laws  upon  them :  it  will  be  prefently 
feen,  ip  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent,  cog-      1774* 
nlEance  of  the  cafe  preceded  delivery  of  judgment. 
Parliament  agreeing  to  inquire  on  the  partial  fyftem 
propofed  by  government,  minlAers  contended,  that 
two  fubje£ls  mufl  be  obtained,  fatis&dion  to  the 
£aft  India  company  for  the  lofs  which  they  had  in* 
curred  by  the  deftrudion  of  the  tea ;  and  reparation 
to  the  honour  of  Britain,  for  the  infult  which  was 
offered  to  it  in  ihe  forcible  tranfgreflion  bf  its  laws. 
They  vindicated  the  condudl  of  the  governor,  in 
not  having  employed  the  military  force  of  the  caftle 
and  (hips  of  war  to  prevent  the  deftruftion  of  the 
cargoes :  the  leading  men  in  Bofton  had,  they  alleged, 
always  remonftrated  againft  the  interpoiition  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  had  imputed  the  pad  difturb« 
ances  to  their  interference.     Mr.  Hutchinfon  mani- 
fefted  great  prudence  and  difcretion  in  forbearing 
an  employment  of  his  force,  which  would  have  been 
irritating  to  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  and  might 
well   have  hoped,  that  by  thus  confiding  in  their 
condu£b,  and  trufting  to  the  civil  power,  he  fhould 
have  quieted  their  tumultuous  violence,  and  pre- 
ferved  the  public  peace.      The  event,  however, 
proved  contrary  to  his  well-grounded  expe&ations  ; 
the  difpofition  and  temper  of  the  Boflonians,  freed 
from  the  influence  of  fear,  had  been  fairly  tried, 
and  had  fully  manifeited  themfelves;  and  their  con- 
dud  had  demonflrated,  that  it  was  impofiible  for  the 
powers  now  veiled  in  government  to  prevent  atro- 
cious outrages.     Our  commerce,  it  was  now  evi- 
dent,  could  no  longer  be  fafe  in  the  harbour  of 
L  4  Bofton  I 
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Boflon ;  and  it  was  abfdutely  neceflaiy  that  fome 
other  port  ihould  be  found  for  receiving  our  mcr- 
chandife.     The  minifler  therefore  propofed,  ^r  the 
purpofe  of  private  indemnification  and  piibUc  fads- 
fa&ion,  a  bill  for  (hutting  up  the  port  of  BoftcHi, 
and  prohibiting  the  lading  or  unlading  of  all  goods 
or  merchandife  (except  (lores  for  his  majefty*s  fcr- 
vice,  and  provifions  and  fuel  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
habitants) at  any  place  within  its  precinfts,  from  and 
after  the  ift  of  June,  until  it  (hould  appear-  to  his 
majefty,  that  peace  and  obedience  to  the  laws  were 
fo  far  reftored  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  that  trade 
might  again  be  fafely  carried  on,  and  his  majefty's 
cuftoms  be  duly  coUeSed.     In  that  cafe,  his  ma- 
jefty  might,  by  proclamation,  open  the  harbour;  but 
not  even  then,  until  it  (hould  appear  that  fatisfaSion 
had  been  made  to  the  Eaft  Jndia  company  for  the 
dcftruSion  of  their  tea,  and  alfo  to  thofe  who  had 
fufFered  by  the  riots   at  the  time  of  its   arrival  at 
Bofton  *. 

Lord  North  obferved  during  the  progrefs  of  the 
bill,  that  to  fine  communities  for  their  negleft  in 
not  punifhing  oflfences  committed  within  .  their 
limits,  i^as  juftificd  by  feveral  precedents.  In  king 
Charicathie  fecond's  time,  when  Dr.  Lamb  was 
killed  by  unknown  perfons,  the  city  of  London  was 
fined .;  when  captain  Porteus  was  violently  and 
illegally  put  to  death  by  a  mob,  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh was  fined  and  otherwife  punilhed ;  and  when ' 
•Jllr.  Campbell's  houfe  at  Glafgow  was  pulled  down, 
part  of  the'  revenue  of  the  town  was  fequeftrated 

\ 
*     ^#  Stfdmfip's  Hiftory  of  thjp  Amcricw  Wbi:,  toI.  i.  |>..88. 

to 


REIGN  OF  GEORGfi  ft.  153 

to  make  good  the  damage.  B6fton,  he  obferved  j  was  chap. 
much  more  criminal  than  either  of  the  three  cities   v^^^.^ 
that  he  had  mentioned ;  that  town  had  been  upwards      «^T4* 
of  feven  years  in  riot  and  confiiiion ;  and  there 
all  the  difturbances    in   America  had  original. 
By  this  bill,  Bofton  might  certainly  fuffer  ;  but  ihe 
deferved  to  fufier,  and  fhe  would  fuSer  far  lefs  puniih* 
ment  than  her  delinquencies  merited :   the  dura- 
tion of  her  punifhment  was  entirely  in  her  own 
power ;  wheneTer  (he  fhould  make  fatisfaftion  for 
her  paft  injuries,  and  give  full  alTuranqe  of  her 
future  obedience,  his  majefty  woujd  doubtlefs  fe* 
ftore  her  to  h&  .former  lituation,  and  open  her 
port.     Theprdfent  was  a  crifis  which   demanded 
vigour  J  for  it  was  neceffary  to  convince  America, 
that  Britain  would  not  fuffer  her  laws,  her  govern- 
ment, and  the  rights  of  her  fubjefts^  to  be  violated 
with  impunity. '  It  raigtit  be  alleged  (minifters  faid) 
that  the  plan  was  wife  and  juft,  but  that  the  execu- 
tion would  be  difficult ;    to  this  they  replied,  that 
though  the  friends  of  Bridfli  authority  in  America 
might  fuffer  a  little  from  their  adherence  to  the 
caufe,  which  was  unpopular  among  the  infatuated 
Boftonians,  and  our  merchants   might  experience 
fome  diminution  of  trade  from  the  determination  of 
malcontents  to  reftife  Britifti  commodities,  and  from 
the  exclufion  of  commerce  from  this  port,  the  in- 
convenience of  either  would  be  temporary  and  fliort. 
The  prefent  and  propofed  meafures  would  either 
induce  or  cdmpd  thofe  deluded  men  to  return  to 
their  duty.     No  military  force  would  be  requifitc 
to  carry  thepi  into  execution,  for  four  or  five  fri- 
gates would  be JufSciwt  to' eSed:uate  our  double 

purpofe ; 
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CHAP,   purpofe ;  but  even  if  military  force  were  wanted, 
^ja^  it  could  aaeifcaually  without  bloodflied.  The  other 
S774*      colonies,  it  was  expected,  would  approve  of  the 
proper  punifliment  being  mflided  on  thofe  who 
had  difobeyed  the  laws:  but,   even   were  they 
to  combine  with  the  rioters  of  Maflachufets  Bay, 
the  confequences  of  this  rebellion  would  reft  not 
with  us,  but  with  themfelves  ;  we  were  only  anfwer- 
able  that  our  meafures  fliould  be  juft  and  equitable. 
oppofittoQ        During  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  petitions  were  pre- 
that  tbc*biii   fented,  deprecating  its  acceptance,  upon  a  very  plain 
•Laliiiife.    principle  of  jurifprudence,  that  no  man  or  men  canju/ify 
be  condemned  without  being  beard;  that  the  charges 
againft  the  Boftonians  were  adduced  on  the  rq)ort 
of  the  governor,  who  was  notorioufly  at  variance 
with  that  town  and  the  whole  province;  that  the  pro* 
pofed  meafure  proceeded  from  the  accufation  of  an 
enemy,  on  which  partial  ground  it  contained  a  fen< 
tence  delivered,  without  hearing  the  accufed  party : 
the  outrages  committed  were  not  within  the  jurifdic* 
tion  of  the  city  of  Bofton ;  for  the  harbour  was 
under  the  command  of  the  executive  power,  and 
the  governor,  not  the  city  of  Bofton,  was  anfwer- 
^7l\f^m.  *^'^  ^^^  ^  negled  of  authority  there.     In  the  at 
leged  precedents  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  the 
cafes  were  totally  diflimilar ;  the  offences  had  been 
committed  within  the  jurifdidion  of  thofe  cities,  and 
no  judgment  had  been  paffed,  until  the  caufe  was 
fully  canvaffed,  after  hearing  both  parties  *.     This 
was  the  purport  of  the  petitions,  one  of  which,  from 

natives 

*  The  following  flatcmcnt,  drawn  up  from  the  petitions,  and 
from  the  rcafonings  of  menahcrs  ininuo^l  to  the  Bofton  port  hJU 

SUld 
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tiatives  and  it^bitants  of  North  America^  was  heard, 
but  not  regarded ;  another,  prefented  by  the  agent 
of  Maflachufets  Bay  for  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton, 
vfK&  not  received.  The  bill  was  oppofed  in  the 
houfe,  on  the  two  grounds  of  juftice  and  expe* 
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and  publiflied  in  the  periodical  works  of  the  times,  (hews  the  ab- 
folute  inapplicability  of  Porteus's  noted  cafe  to  the  riot  at 
Soflon. 


PROCEEDINGS  AGAINST 


EolNBUkCMy 

Began  the  loth  of  February,  1737, 
and  ended  June  11  i^,  having  con- 
tinued four  months. 

The  provoft  and  magiftrates  of 
Edinburgh,  the  judges  of  Scotland, 
ind  many  other  witncfTey,  examined 
atthebaroftfaeboufe. 

Counfel  and  evidence  for  the  ma- 
{iiintes  and  city  fully  beard  at  the 
Lar. 

Two  members  for  Edinburgh, 
ibrty.Bve  for  Scotlan4,  in  the  lower 
lioufe;and  iixteen  in  the  upper, 

Cbargc-*-an  overt  aft  of  rebellion, 
and  an  atrocious  murder;  proved  on 
a  full  heaf  ing,  and  by  competent  cv  j. 
dances. 

Frequent  conferences  held  bet- 
tween  the  two  houfeR,  to  compare  the 
evidence,  ice. 

Ppnifhmentr-'^  ^e  of  *ooq  I. 


Proof-rjoumalS  of  the  lords  and 
comnaoosin  1737,  againft  Edinbqrgh 
and  the  bill, 


BosToy, 

Began  the  14th,  and  ended  the 
31ft  of  March,  1774*  being  in  all 
feventeen  days. 

Witnefles  examined  by  the  privy 
council,  and  their  evidence  fup- 
preiTed. 

The  agent  refufed  a  hearing  at  the 
bar. 

Not  one  member  for  Bofton  in 
either  houfe,  nor  ibrall  or  any  paitof 
America,  nor  even  a  voice  in  elefting 
one. 

Charge — a  riof  and  trefpafles ;  no 
evidence,  and  no  heariog. 


Not  one  conference. 


Punifliment— the  lofs  of  their  port, 
to  the  injury  of  the  town,  at  the  loweft 
rate,  500,000!.  The  rcftoration  of 
their  port,  and  the  ufc  of  their  pro- 
pecty  left  at  the  king's  mercy ;  after 
they  ihall  have  paid  for  rotten  tea  the 
price  of  found,  to  the  amount  of 

|0,00O  1. 

pioof— journals  of  the  lords  and 
commons  1774,  and  the  Bofton  pert 


Vl\U 


diency. 
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CHAP,  diency.     The  arguments  on  the  .firft  head  were 
N..^v-^  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  which  were  employed  by 
>774«       the  petitioners,  that  the  whole  city  of  Bofton  was 
puniflied  for  an  offence  not  committed  within  its 
jurifdidion,  and  without  being  heard  in  its  owfi  vin- 
dication ;  it  was  befides  alleged,,  that  even  if  the 
culpability  had  been  admitted,  the  punifhment  far 
exceeded  the  crime.     Corporations,  for  negleding 
to   fupprefs  tumults  within  their  jurifdiftion,  had 
been  frequently  fined,  but  never  deprived   of  the 
means  of  induftry  and  trade.     The   reftoration  of 
their  port  being  rendered  dependent  upon  Ihe  king, 
became  in  faft  dependent  on  the  king's  minifters ; 
and  thus  the  Boftonians  were  placed,  without  a  trial, 
in  a  fituation  in  which  they  muft  incur  commercial 
ruin,  or  comply  with  minifterial  mandates.  Befides, 
intelligence  had  arrived,  that  tea  had  been  deftroyed 
in  moft  of  the  other  colonies  as  well  as  Maffachu- 
fets ;    why  then  make  an  ad  of  parliament  for 
punilhing  a  part,  until  they  had  examined  the  con- 
duft  of  the  whole  ?  It  was  contrary  to  juftice,  and 
the  conftitutional  rights  of  Britifh  fubjefts,  to  be 
taxed  without  their  own  confent ;  and  all  the  dif- 
aflfeftion  and  refiftance  had  arifen  from  taxation, 
combined  with  the  weak  and  wavering  fyftems  of 
miniftry.     Adminiftration,  aware  gf  the  real  caufe, 
eagerly  ftifled  inquiry,  and  called  upon  legiflature 
to  aft  upon  their  affertions  and  thofe  of  their  agents. 
The  law  was  inexpedient  in  a  commercial  view,,  as 
our  trade  muft   fuffer,   and  that  not  by  preclu- 
fion  from  Bofton  only ;  for  other  colonies   were 
equally  inimical  to  the  tea-duty  as  Maflachufets,  and 
had  difcontinuedj  or  at  leaft  diminilbed,  their  trade 

with 
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with  Britain.     It  was  politically  hurtful;  as  it  would,  Q  h  a  p« 
irritate  and  tempt  the  colonies  to  refift,  inftead  of  in-  v..«i.v-w 
timidating  them  to  fubmit ;  in  fliort,  it  was  the      *  74- 
offspring  of  narrow  underftanding,  incapable  of  com* 
prehending  the  feries  of  confequences  which  would 
and  mufl:  refult  from  fuch  a  law.     In  various  opi- 
nions  and  fentiments  the  colonies  were  divided,  but 
on  the  fubje£i:  of  taxation  they  were  unanimous. 
Thus  minifters  ^d  their  fupporters  were  taking  the  opporatiod 
very  means  to  drive  to  a  confederacy,  provinces,  f"^u  ^^i'J^ 
fome  of  which  nught  have  been  kept,  fej^arately,  and  ^*'*  ^'''^^^ 
in  the  interefts  of  the  mother-country;  and  the  raudrcT»it. 
combination  would  necefiarily  piroduce  a  forcible 
refiflance  to  Britain,  i^hidi,  whatever  (hould  be  its 
ultimate  iflfue,  muft  be  pernicious;  to  the  contending 
parties.    Thcfe  reafons,  however  forcible  they  were, 
bad  no  influence  with  the  majority  of  the  parlia- 
ment; the  bill  w;^  carried  through  both  houfes.  Bin  is 
and  pafled  into  a  law,  after  a  difcuflion  of  feventeen  Tuw. '" 
days. 

The  hiftorian  who  impartially  confiders  this  mo- 
mentous law,  with  all  the  drcumftances  from  which 
diredly  or  indireftty  it  arofe,  will  allow,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Mafllachufets  Bay  had  for  a  feries  of   ^ 
years  been  didated  by  principles  wholly  inconfiftent 
with  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the  Britiih  go- 
vernment pver  its  fubjefts  ;  that  in  oppofmg  taxa- 
tion, they  had  manifefted  a  democratical  fpirit,  not 
only  in  declarations  and  writings,  but  by  ads  of     , 
atrocious  outrage ;  that  it  was  very  natural  for  mini- 
fters to  be  incetifed  againft  the  avowers  of  fuch  doc- 
trines, and  the^rpetrators  of  fuch  deeds :  ,but  he 
viU  alfo  obferve,  on  the  other  liand,  that  the  fluc- 
tuation 
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c  H  A  F.  tuation  of  mildnefs  and  harflmefs^  coercion  and  itf* 
■_^^^^.  dulgence,  (the  conciliatory  meafures  being  propofed 
J774*  only  after  rigorous  experiments  had  been  found  in- 
effe£kual,)  enraged  the  colonifts  againft  the  mother- 
country  for  her  apprehended  intentions,  unthout 
leading  them  to  fear  her  power.  In  the  meafures 
which  were  adopted  in  confequence  of  the  riot  in 
Bofton,  the  hiftorian  muft  difcover  a  violence  and 
precipitancy  which  more  obvioufly  difplayed  the 
impulfe  of  anger,  than  difcriminating  juftice  cau- 
tioufly  examining  every  drcumftance,  or  expanded 
wifdom  viewing  caufes,  operations,  and  their  con* 
fequences.  The  impartial  reader  muft  fee,  that 
an  a£t  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  xmA  import- 
ant in  its  judicial  operation,  but  infinitely  more 
momentous  in  its  political  efforts,  was  paffed  when 
the  legiflative  affembly  was  influenced  by  paffion. 

The  Bofton  port  UU  being  pafled,  a  fleet  of  four 
fliips  of  war  was  ordered  to  fail  for  Bofton ;  and  as 
a  military  force  was  thought  neceflary  to  reduce  the 
inhabitants  to  obedience,  general  Gage,  commander 
in  chief  in  America,  was  appointed  governor  of 
Maflachufets  Bay,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
who  had  aflced  leave  to  return  to  England.  For  the 
execution  of  the  ad:,  powers  were  granted  to  Gage, 
by  commifTion  under  the  great  feal,  to  beftow  par- 
dons for  treafon  and  all  other  crimes,  and  to  remit 
fines  and  forfeitures  to  offenders  whom  he  fliould 
think  proper  objefts  of  mercy. 

Soon  after  the  enafhnent  of  this  law,  Mr.  Rofe 
Fuller  made  a  motion  for  repealing  the  duty  on  tea, 
the  only  remaining  part  of  Mr.  Charles  Townlbend's 
plan  of  1767,  fo  obnoxious  to  America.    While 

parliament. 
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parliament,  he  faid,  punifhed  the  outrages   of  the  c  h  a  p. 
licentious  and  riotous,  it  was  wife  to  gratify  the  well-  ,^J^!^^ 
affeSed  colonifts.     The  greater  number  even  of      1774- 
thofe  who  were  moft  attached  to  the  mother-country 
was  inimical  to  taxation  ;  the  duty  was  itfelf  trifling, 
and  its  abandonment  would  be  a  very  fmall  facri- 
fice,  were  it  either  to  preferve  or  reftore  tranquil- 
lity to  the  provinces.      The  arguments  of  mod 
fpeakers  on  this  fubjeft  were  nearly  the  fame  as  had 
been  employed  in  former  difcuffions.     Mr.  Edmund  Burke^i 
Burke,  however,  delivered  a  fpeech  on  American  T^h^ 
taxation,  which  renders  this  motion  an  epoch  in  the  ^^^"^ 
hiftory  of  philofophical  and  political  eloquence. 
His  ground  of  argument  was,  expedience  proved 
FROM  EXPERIENCE.     He  tHiced  the  hiftory  of  the 
American  colonies,  and  the  policy  of  this  country, 
from  their  firft  fettlement  to  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  reign,  demonftrating  the  advantages  of 
the  former  policy.     The  meafures  of  the  king's  mi- 
nifters  were,  he  faid,  a  deviation  from  that  fyftem  ; 
a  deviation  unjuft  both  to  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
Having  purfued  their  hiftory  from  the  beginning  to 
the  time  at  which  he  fpoke,  he  divided  it  into  pe- 
riods, defcribed  and  charafterifed  each  period,  and 
the  principal  aftors  by  whom  they  were  refpeftively 
influenced,  with  the  efFefts  on  the  welfare  of  both  the 
colonies  and  the  parent  ftate ;  he  deduced  from  the 
whole  the  following  recommendation :  "  Leave  the 
Americans  as  they  anciently  ftood :  they  and  we, 
and  their  and  our  anceftors,  have  been  happy  under 
that  fyftem.     Oppoje  the  ancient  policy  andpraSlice  of 
the  empire^  as  a  rampart  againjl  the /peculations  ofin* 
novations^  and  they  will  ftand  on  a  manly  and  fure 

8  ground.'* 
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CHAP,  ground."    In  a  few  lines  he  marked  the  prominent 
s^J^^^  features  of  minifterial  policy,  with  the  utmoft  accu- 
177*-      racy  of  hiftorical  truth.  *'  Never  have  the  fervants  of 
the  ilate  looked  at  the  whole  of  your  compHcated  in- 
terefts  in' one  conne£led  view:  they  have  taken 
things  by  bits  and  fcraps,  juft  as  they  preffed,  widi- 
out  regard  to  their  relations  and  dependencies: 
they  never  had  any  fyftem,  right  or  wrong,  but  only 
occafionally  invented  fome  miferable  tale  of  the  day, 
in  order  meanly  to  fneak  out  of  difiicultics  into 
which   they  had  proudly  ftrutted,"     Minifters  op- 
pofed  the  motion,  becaufe  a  repeal  at  fuch  a  time 
would  fhew  flu&uation  and  inconfiftency,^  which 
would  defeat  the  good  effeds  of  the  vigorous  plan 
that,  after  too  long  remiflhefs,  was  at  lail  adopted. 
The  mojion  was  negatived.    The  difpofition  to  carry 
things  to  extrenuties  with  America  was  become  very 
general.     As  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-ad  was  much 
condemned,  and  its  authors  greatly  decried  by  the 
minifterial  adhere^tjs,  they  fom^ed  the  moft  fanguine 
expedations  that  ftrong  meafures  would  prove  ul» 
timately  fuccefsfuL 
Coercive  The  Boftou  port  hill  was  only  a  part  of  the  coer- 

mft*ff8  furr  cive  plan  which  adminiftration  had  now  adopted, 
w?'^*'  The  civil  government  of  Maffachufets  Bay  was  inade- 
quate, minifters  alleged,  to  the  fuppreffion  of  tu- 
mults and  the  prefervation  of  the  peace.  To  reme- 
dy this  defed,  an  aft  was  paffed,  which  (hould  de- 
prive the  lower  houfe  of  affembly  in  Maffachufets 
Bay  of  the  privilege  of  eleding  the  members  of  the 
council,  and  veft  that  privilege  in  the  crown ^  autho- 
rife  the  king,  or  his  fubflitute  the  governor,  to  ap- 
point the  judges,  magiftrates,  and  fheriffs,  and  em- 
power 
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power  the  fheriffs  to  fdmmon  and  return  juries;  and,  c  h  A  k. 
for  the  prevention  of  feftious  affemblies,  prohibit  v..J^Ji;,^ 
town  meetings  from  being  called  by  the  feledl  men, ,     1774- 
unlefs  with  the  confent  of  the  governor  **    In  fup-  ^^IJ^^ 
port  of  the  bilU  it  was  alleged,  that  the  force  of  the  ihe  civii  jo- 
civil  power  confifts  in  the  po//i  comitatus^  but  the  iSXch*- 
poffe  are  the  very  people  who  commit  the  riots^     If  -*^'* 
the  democratic  part  difregarded  the  laws,  how  were 
they  to  be  enforced  by  the  governor?    He  could 
neither  appoint  nor  remove  magiftrates ;  that  power 
was  veiled  in  the  council,  the  members  of  which 
were  dependent  upon  the  people.     The  civil  magi- 
ftrate  caught  the  tone  and  fentiments  of  the  people 
among  whom    he    lived;    from   them    he    ulti- 
mately derived  his  appointment ;  and,  though  the 
military  forces  were  ever  fo  numerous  and  aSive, 
they  could  not  move  to  fupport  magiftracy,  as  no  ma-* 
giftrate  could  call  upon  them  for  affiftance*     It  was 
therefore  neceflary  to  alter  the  executive  and  judi-* 
cial  powers  of  the  Maffachufets  government,  and  to 
form  them  upon  the  model  of  the  royal  govern- 
ments in  the  more  fouthern  colonies.     It  was  ob- 
jefted  to  the  bill,  that  it  was  an  arbitrary  and  dan- 
gerous raeafure  to  take  away  the  civil  conftitution 
of  a  whole  people  fecured  by  a  charter,  the  validity 
of  which  was  not  fo  much  as  queftioned  at  law, 
upon  loofe  allegations  of  delinquencies  and  defeds, 
without  evidence  to  ihew  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an 
aft.     The   pretence  of  annulling  the  charter  to 
ftrengthen  government,  could  not  ftand  the  teft  of 
examination ;  for  the  colonies,  already  regulated  in  ] 
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the  manner  propofed  by  the  bill,  were  no  le&  i&i» 
mical  to  taxation,  than  MafTachufets  Bay.    Tb6 
'774*      part  of  the  ad  which  afFe£led  juries,  was  framed^ 
without  any  pretence  of  abufe ;  and  the  cafe  of 
captain  Prefton  was  in  itfelf  fufScient  to  fliew,  that 
juries  could  a£t  juftly  even  at  the  expence  of  popu« 
iarity.     The  caufe  of  the  difturbances  was  not  the 
fyftem  of  polity ;  it  was  the  impofition  of  taxfcs 
which  had  rendered  the  people  diffiitislied,  as  well  in 
the  royal  governments  as  in  the  other ;  and  no  re*, 
medy  would  be  efficient,  without  the  removal  of  the 
caufe.     This  afl:  had  a  quite  contrary  tendency ; 
inftead  of  giving  ftrength  to  government,  it  was 
calculated  to  annihilate  the  remains  of  Britilh  autho- 
rity in  the  colonies.     A  petition  was  prdenledby 
Mr.  BoUan,  the  agent  of  MafTachuiets  E^y  province, 
prayingthat  the  bill  might  not  pafsumil  advice  fllotild 
arrive  from  the  colony,  and  that  they  might  be  heard 
•    in  their  own  defence  by  counfel,  before  their  confti- 
tution,  which  had  been  confirmed  by  the  moll  fo- 
kmn  charters,  was  fubverted.     In  the  conclufion 
they  made  a  very  ftrong  and  pathetic  enO'eaty  to  the 
houfe  to  confider,  '^  that  the  reftrsfflEHs  whkh  fuch 
afts  of  fevaity  hnpofe,  are  ever  attended  with  the 
mod  dangerous  hatred ;  in  a  diftrefs  ^nand  which 
cannot  be.  defcribcd,  the  petitioners  conjure  the 
houfe  not  to  convert  that  zeal  and  alSe3Jon  which 
has  hitherto  united  every  American  hand  and  heart 
in  the  interefts  of  England,  into  paffions  the  moft 
painful  and  pernicious ;  they  moft  earneftly  l>eleech 
the  houfe  XK)t  to  attempt  reducing  them  to  a  ft&te 
of  flavery,  which  the  Englifh  principles  of  liberty 
that  they  inherit  from  their  mother-coxintry  will  ren« 
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(ier  w>rie  than  deodi ;  and  that  the  houfe  wilt  not^  chap. 
by  paffing  tbcfe  Mis,  reduce  their  countrymen  to  ^^!:^ 
the  mod  abjeft  (late  of  mifery  and  humiliation,  or      1774* 
drive  them  to  the  laft  refources  of  defpair."   After  a 
^ery  warm  debate,  the  bill  was  pafled  by  a  great  ma^ 
jority,  on  the  A  ad  of  May  1774,  in  the  houfe  of 
commons;  and  nine  days  after,  the  fame  arguments 
being  repeated,  it  pafTed  in  the  houfe  of  peers* 

Lord  North  now  prepared  a  third  bill,  ^*  for  the  Biiifor 
impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  cafes  of  per-  JhrSSnU 
fons  queftioned  for  any  afts  done  by  them  in  the  ex*  ?JJ?|*'°  ®^ 
ecution  of  the  law  5  or  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots  and  therein. 
tumults  in  the  province  of  Maffachufets  Bay  in  New 
England/*  According  to  the  bill,  the  governor  was 
empowered,  if  he  found  that  any  perfon  indifted  for 
murder,  or  fome  other  capital  oflFence,  incurred  in 
fnppreffing  tumults  and  riots,  fliould  not  be  likely  ta 
have  fair  trial  in  the  province,  to  fend  them  to  any 
other  colony,  or  to  Great  Britain.  This  bill,  the  mi- 
nifter  alleged,  was  neceffary  to  give  effeft  to  the  two 
others ;  it  was  in  vain,  he  faid,  to  appoint  a  magiftracy 
that  would  aft,  if  none  could  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  put  their  orders  into  execution.  Thefe 
orders  would  moft  probably  be  refifted,  and 
this  refiftance  would  render  force  peceflary  to 
execute  the  laws ;  in  this  cafe,  blood  would  pro^ 
bably  be  fpilt*  Who,  faid  lord  North,  would  ri(k 
this  event,  thougli  in  the  execution  of  his  cleareft 
duty,  if  the  rioters  themfelves,  (3it^ir  abettors,  were 
to  fit  ad  the  judges  ?  How  d^mxiy  man  defend 
himfelf,  on  the  plea  of  executing  y'dttr  laws,  before 
thofe  perfons  who  deny  your  right  to  'Ichakeany  law 
to  biad  themfelves  ?  He  further  allege4>  ^at  fuch 
V  Ma  /'  ^        an 
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CHAP,  an  aft  was  not  m^thout  precedent ;  finugglers  ap- 
wi^w-w  prehended  for  offences  committed  on  the  coaft  of 
'774*      Suffex,  had  been  niade  triable  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  and  the  Scotch  rebels  in  England.     The 
propofed  aft  did  not  tend  to  eftabliih  a  military,  but 
a  civil,  government ;  it  gave  to  the  province  a  coun- 
cil, magiftrates,  and  juftices,  when  in  faft  they  had 
none  before ;    it  did  not  fcreen  guilt,  but  protefted 
innocence :  we  mufl;  ihew  the  Americans,  that  we 
would  no  longer  quietly  fubmit  to  their  infults,  and 
that,  when  roufed,  our  meafures,  without  being 
cruel  and  vindiftive,  were  neceffary  and  efficacious. 
This  aft  would  complete  his  legiflative  plan ;  the 
reft  depended    upon  vigilance  and  vigour  in  the 
executive  government,  which  his  lordfbip  promifed 
fliould  not  be  wanting.     The  four  regiments  dually 
ftationed  over  America,  had  all  been  ordered  to 
Bofton,andprofecutions  had  been  direfted  againflthe 
ringleaders  in  fedition  ;  he  made  no  doubt  that,  by 
the  fteady  execution  of  the  meafures  now  adopted, 
obedience  and  the  bleffmgs  oi  peace  would  be  re- 
ftored  ;  and  the  events  he  prediSed^  would  he  ad*uan* 
tageous  and  happy  to  this  country.     This  bill  was  op- 
pofed  with  no  lefs  vehemence  and  force  than  the  two 
preceding  l^ws :  the  members  in  oppofition  denied 
its  alleged  foundation,  that  it  would  tend  to  the 
impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  ;  if  a  party-fpirit 
againft  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  would  con- 
demn an  aftive  officer  there  as  a  murderer,  the 
fame  party-fpirit  for  the  authority  of  Great  Britain 
might  here  acquit  a  murderer  as -a  zealous  per* 
former  pf  his  duty ;  but  the  faft  was,  that  though  by. 
the  bill  the  people  were  precluded  fromr  the  exer- 
7  cife 
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cife  of  their  rights,  no  abufe  had  been  proved,  or  chap. 
even  attempted  to  be  proved :  there  was  no  evi«  ^.^.^-^ 
dence  that  juftice  had  not  been  impartially  admini-  »774. 
ftered  by  the  tribunals  eftabliflied  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  inftances  (colonel  Barre  obferved)  which  had 
happened,  were  direft  confutations  of  fuch  charges. ' 
The  cafe  of  captain  Prefton  was  recent :  this  officer 
and  fome  foldiers  had  been  indifted  at  Bofton  for 
murder,  in  killing  fome  perfons  during  the  fup- 
.  preflion  of  a  riot ;  they  were  fairly  tried,  and  fiilly 
acquitted.  It  was  an  American  jury,  a  New  Eng- 
land jury,  a  Bofton  jury,  which  tried  and  acquitted 
the  accufedt  Captain  Prefton  had,  under  his  hand, 
publicly  declared,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  very  ' 
town  where  their  fellow-citizens  had  been  llain,  ac- 
quitted himfelf.  This  was  the  very  cafe  which  the 
aft  fuppofed.  The  precedents  attempted  to  be 
drawn  from  trials  for  fmuggling,  it  was  contended, 
were,  like  thofe  adduced  to  fupport  the  former  bills, 
totally  inapplicable.  It  was  not  difficult  for  either  a 
profecutor  or  a  defendant  in  Suffex,  to  attend  the 
trial  in  Middlefex ;  but  the  aft  now  propofed  wa^  a 
virtual  indemnity  for  all  murders  and  capital  offences 
committed  in  the  alleged  execution  of  the  laws. 
The  diftance  was  fo  great,  and  the  expences  would 
be  fo  heavy,  that  fcarcely  any  man  Would  under- 
take to  be  a  profecutor,  even  though  his  near  re- 
lation were  murdered.  Minifters  were  proceeding 
on  the  partial  information  of  interefted  partifans,  and 
upon  their  mifreprefentations  had  framed  the  moft 
deftruftive  laws ;  the  confequence  of  this  a£t  would 
be,  the  eftablifliment  of  a  military  government,  re- 
plete with  the  moft  lawlefs  violence.  The  people 
M  3  had 
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CHAP,  had  been   long  complaining  of  oppreffion ;    and 
\^,0^,^  now,  that  fo  many  troops  were  ordered  to  Bofton, 
»774-      they  would  confider    them    as    the    inftruments 
of  farther   tyranny,  which  there  were  no  longer 
efficient  courts  of  law  to  reftrain*    The  foldiers,  it 
was  faid,  unawed  by  the  civil  power,  and  prepot 
feffed  with  an  idea  that  the  people  were  rebellious, 
would,  in  fpite  of  the  vigilance  of  their  officers,  be 
guilty  of  fuch  violence  as  would  roufe  its  objeds  to 
refiftance ;  and  the  confequence  would  be  open  re- 
bellion.    "  You  are  ffaid  colonel  Barr^,  in  an  elo- 
quent and  impreffive  peroration)  urging  this  defpe« 
rate,  this  deftrudive  iffue ;  you  are  urging  it  with 
fuch  violence,  and  by  meafures  tending  fo  mani- 
feftly  to  that  fatal  point,  that,  though  a  (late  of 
madnefs  only  could  infpire  fuch  an  intention,  it 
would  appear  to  be  your  deliberate  purpofe.     You 
have  changed  your  ground ;  you  are  becoming  the 
aggrefibrs,  and  are  offering  the  laft  of  human  out-r 
rages  to  the  people  of  America,  by  fubjefting  them 
in  efFeO:  to  military  execution.     I  know  the  vaft 
fuperiority  of  your  difciplined  troops  over  the  pro- 
vincials ;  but  beware  how  you  fupply  the  want  of 
difcipline  by  defperation*     Inftead  of  offisiing  them 
the  oUve  branch,  you  have  fent  the  naked  fword  ; 
by  the  olive  branch,  I  mean  a  repeal  of  all  the.  late 
laws,  fruitlefs  to  you  and  oppreffive  to  the  colonies. 
Aik  their  aid  in  a  conftitutional  manner,  and  they  will 
give  it  to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability'}  they  never  yet 
refufed  it  when  properly  called  upon;  your  journals 
bear  recorded  acknowledgments  of  the  zeal  with 
which  they  have  contributed  to  the  general  neccffity 
of  the  ftate :  they  might  be  flattered  into  any  thing, 

bul 
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but  are  not  to  be  driven.  Have  fome  indulgence  to 
your  ovm  likenefs;  refpefl:  their  fturdy  EngUfe 
virtue  ;  retraft  your  odious  exertbns  of  authority ;  *774. 
and  remember,  that  the  firft  ftep  towards  raaking 
them  contribute  to  your  wants,  is  to  reconcile  them 
to  your  government/*  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  venerable 
for  his  years  and  parliamentary  experience,  and  for 
independence  of  charaAer,  by  no  means  uniformly 
an  opponent  to  government,  ^nd  indeed  belonging 
to  no  party,  ended  a  long  fpeech  againft  this  bill 
with  the  following  words :  **  I  will  now  take  my 
leave  of  the  whole  plan :  you  will  commence  their 
ruin  from  this  day.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  not 
only  the  houfc  has  fallen  into  this  error,  but  the 
peop4e  approve  of  the  meafure*  The  people,  I  ara 
forry  to  fay  it,  are  miilod ;  but  a  fliort  time  wiH 
prove  the  evil  tendency  of  this  bill.  If  ever  there 
was  a  nation  running  headlong  to  its  deflrudion,  it 
is  this."  Whatever  reafons  could  be  urged  againft 
the  bill,  the  votes  for  it  were  very  numerous,  and  it 
paffed  the  houfe  of  commons  by  a  great  majority. 
No  lefs  ftrength  of  argument  was  exerted  in  oppo- 
fition  to  this  meafure  in  the  houfe  of  lords ;  and 
though  from  the  ample  difcuflion  which  it  had  unr 
dergone  among  the  commons,  little  novelty  of  rea- 
foning  could  be  expected  from  either  fide,  yet  one 
new  eonfideration  was  urged  againft  it  by  theoppof- 
ing  lords.  The  means  adopted,  it  was  alleged, 
for  retaining  the  colonies  in  obedience  by  an  ariny 
rendered  independent  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law  v 
in  the  place  where  they  were  employed,  would  prove 
the  ruin  of  the  nation,  by  extending  that  inftrument 
of  arbitrary  power.  Strong  protefts  were  franied 
M  4  agsunft 
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CHAP,  againft  the  three  fevcral  bills.  The  protefting  lords 
w^A-^  were  chiefly  thofe  of  the  Rockingham  part  of  oppo- 
<774*  fition  ;  lord  Chatham  was  himfelf  confined  by  ill- 
nefs ;  neither  his  name,  thofe  of  earls  Temple  or 
Shelbume,  of  lord  Camden,  or  any  other  of  his 
particular  friends,  are  found  in  the  lifts  of  the  diflen* 
tients.  In  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  two  divi^ 
iions  of  antirminifterial  fenators  fpoke  ftrenuoully 
againft  the  feries  of  coercive  aQs,  The  orations  on 
thefe  queftions  difplayed  diftinguifhed  ability  on 
both  fides,  but  the  moft  tranfcendent  genius  on  the 
fidfe  of  oppofition.  Befides  Mr.  Burke,  that  party 
now  pofTefTed  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  whofe  powers  far 
furpafted  thofe  of  the  moft  brilliant  and  illuftrious 
commoners  that  were  ranged  on  the  fide  of  admini- 
ftration.  This  extraordinary  man,  with  his  mind 
faft  .approaching  to  maturity,  on  being  abruptly  dif» 
xniflTed  from  his  office  of  a  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
had  turned  his  ftrength  againft  the  minifter,  and 
proved  the  moft  formidable  adverfary  that  he  ever 
encountered  while  at  the  head  of  affairs.  From  the 
nature  of  the  fubjefts,  a  great  portion  of  the  fpe^ches 
on  the  three  bills  being  intended  todemonftrate  their 
probable  effefts  either  good  or  bad,  was  prophetic, 
On  comparing  the  prediftions  of  miniftry  and  of  op- 
pofition with  the  aftual  courfe  of  events,  the  com* 
prehenfive  reader  muft  fee  that  the  great  part  of 
what  the  minifters  advanced  proved  falfe,  and  of 
what  oppofition  advanced  proved  true.  Minifters 
were,  indeed,  beyond  all  queftion  extremely  de- 
ficient in  information.  They  had  by  no  means  emr 
ployed  fufficient  pains  to  procure  an  adequate 
knowledge  of  faftsj  but  formed  their  judgment 

and 
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and  plans  from  imperfed  materials.  Oppofidon, 
cfpecially  governor  Pownall^  governor  Johnftone, 
and  far  beyond  all,  Mr.  Burke,  acquired  fo  exten-  ^77'^- 
five  an  acquaintance  with  the  ftate,  fentiments,  opi* 
nions,  and  charaders  of  the  refpedlve  colonies,  as 
afforded  light  both  to  themfelves  and  the  reft  of  the 
party.  Oppofition,  indeed,  was  anxious  to  open, 
and  minifters  to  fhut,  all  avenues  to  knowledge  con- 
cerning North  America,  the  mod  important  fubje£l 
of  theiiTcounfels  and  plans. 

The  feilion  wa$  now  drawing  near  the  ufual  fea*  Quebec  wu. 
fon  of  reccfs,  and  many  of  the  members,  thinking 
that  no  bufinefs  of  importance  would  be  laid  before 
parliament  previoufly  to  its  prorogation,  had  retired 
into  the  country.     They  were,  however,  miftaken  in 
their  opinion ;  the  plan  of  government  refpeSing 
America  was  not  yet  complete.     In  the  begiiming 
of  June,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe,  for  the 
adminiftration  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  The  pro- 
fejTed  objects  of  the  propofed  arrangements  were, 
to  afcertain  the  limits  of  that  province,  which  ex- 
tended far  beyond  what  had  been  fettled  as  fuch  by 
the  king's  proclamation  of  1763 ;  to  fecure  to  the 
inhabitants  the  free  ex^rcife  of  their  religion,  and  to 
the  Roman  catholic  clergy  thofe  rights  which  •were 
agreeable  to  the  firticles  of  capitulation  at  the  time 
of  the  furrender  of  the  province;  to  reftore  their 
ancient  laws  in  civil  cafes  without  a  trial  by  jury,  as 
being  more  acceptable  to  the  French  Canadians  than 
the  Englifb  laws  with  the  trial  by  jury ;  and  to  efta- 
blifli  a  council,  holding  their  commiffions  from  and 
^t  the  pleafure  of  the  king,  who  were  to  exercife 
^I  the  powers  of  legiflation,  that  of  impofing  taxes 

only 


170  HBTORT  OF  THE 

dnly  exeq>ted.    Such  a  coundU  compoied  princ!« 
pally  of  the  Canadian  noblefie,  it  was  fuppofed, 
»^^      would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  bulk  of  the  people, 
than  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 
Arguments       In  fevour  of  this  law,  it  was  argued,  that  po&ical 
fw  the  bill;  gftj^blifhmcnts  ought  to  be  adapted  ro  the  fentiments,^ 
opinions,  mannerb',  and  hatMts  of  thofe  for  whom  they 
were  formed.    The  French,  who  conftituted  a  great 
majorityof  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  having  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  an  abfolute  government,  neithei*  valued 
nor  underftood  a  free  conftitution*    The  Canadian 
French  abhorred  the  idea  of  a  popular  reprefent- 
ation,  from  obferving  the  mifchiefs  that  it  produced 
in  the>colonies  adjoining  their  country.     They  were 
not  yet  ripe  for  a  Britifh  conftitution  ;  their  landed 
property  had  been  all  granted,  and  their  farlnly 
fettlements  made,  on  the  ideas  of  French  law;  as 
for  the  laws  concerning  contrads  and  perfonal  pro* 
perty,  they  were  nearly  the  fame  in  France  as  in 
England.     Having  been  wholly  unufed  to  trial  by 
jury,  they  difliked  it  as  an  innovatkm;  and  the  treaty 
of  Riris  had  fecured  to  the  French  Canadians  the 
free  exercife  of  their  retigion,  as  far  as  ti^as  con- 
fiftent  with  the  laws  of  England.     Our  a&s  con- 
cerning popery,  it  was  afferted,  did  not,  like  the 
king's  fupremacy,  extend  beyond  the  kingdom ;  the 
Roman  catholic  Canadians  were  obliged  to  give  a 
proof  of  their  allegiance  ;    and  an  oath  was  pre- 
fcribed  as  a  teft  againft  papal  claims,  incompatible 
with  the  duty  of  fubjefts.     By  fecuring  thefr  tithes 
to  the  popifli  clergy,  the  aft  did  no  more  than  jp- 
ftore  them  to  the  fituation  which  they  held  at  the 
conqueftj  iubjeft,  however,  to  the  difad vantage; 
that  noperfon  profefling  the  proteftanx  religion  wa& 

la' 
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to  coatribute  any  thing  to  their  fupport.    The  ex*  c  h  a  p« 

tenfion  of  the  province  beyond  the  limits  defcribe4  *,,— .Aiu^ 
in  the  proclamation,  \ras  jollified  by  the  plea,  that      ^774^ 
feveral  French  families  were  fettled  in  remote  parts 
of  the  country,  beyond  the  former  diftridsy  and  an 
entire  colony  was  eftablifiied   among  the  Illinois 
Indians* 

The  arguments  ag^nft  the  bill  were  reducible  to  agama  lu 
two  heads :  the  incongruity  and  danger  of  an  arbi« 
trary  government,  eftabliihed  by  the  Britifli  legit 
lature  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  and  the  eftabiiih* 
inent  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  The  mea- 
fure  was  faid  to  be  an  experiment  of  abfolute  power 
tried  in  one  colony,  in  order  to  extend  by  degrees 
that  mode  of  ruling  to  all  the  others.  The  im* 
noienfe  enlargement  of  the  boundaries  of  Canada  was 
alleged  to  be  for  the  fame  purpofe,  to  have  ;a 
powerful  inftrument  for  fubjugatii^  the  colonies. 
The  propofed  annihilation  of  the  popular  aifembly 
was  attributed  to  the  diflike  which  miniftry  enter* 
tained  for  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  great  fecu- 
rity  of  liberty  confifted  in  the  power  of  having  civil 
a^ons  tried  by  a  jury,  as  in  cafes  of  arbitrary  im- 
prifonmencs,  and  many  other  violations  of  the  rights 
of  fubjeds.  This  had  ^way^  been  the  mode  of 
&eking  redrefs ;  and  the  Engliih  laws  would  be 
greatly  aggrieved  in  being  fubjefted  to  French 
cuftoms,  and  French  forms  o(  trial.  On  the  fub* 
lt&  of  religion,  it  was  contended,  that  the  capitula- 
tion  had  only  provided  that  the  Roman  catholic 
£uth  ihould  be  tolerated.  This  privilege,  oppofi« 
tion  was  willhig  to  allow  them  in  the  fulleft  extent ; 
but  by  the  psopofed  biU^  they  foid^  initead  of  being 

tolerated, 
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CHAP,  tolerated,  it  \ras  eftabliOied.    The  people  of  Canada 

XII 

.^^^1^^  had  hitherto  been  happy  under  toleration,  and  looked 
■774*  for  nothing  farther.  By  this  eftabliftment,  faid 
they,  the  proteftant  religion  enjoys  at  leaft  no  more 
than  a  toleration  ;  for  the  popifli  clergy  have  a  legal 
parliamentary  right  to  a  maintenance,  while  the  pro- 
teftant clergy  are  left  at  the  king's  difcretion.  Va- 
rious amendments  were  propofed  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  feveral  changes  took  place ;  but  the 
ground-work  continued  the  fame*  A  petition  was 
prefented  by  the  city  of  London  to  the  king,  pray- 
ing him  to  withhold  the  royal  affent :  as  the  bill  re- 
garded religion,  a  very  great  popular  clamour  was 
excited,  and  an  apprehenfion  of  popery  revived.  It 
went  through  the  houfes,  however,  with  a  very  great 

The  Wilis     majority,  and  was,  on  the  aid  of  June,  paffed  mto 

^^^^**'        a  law. 

Although  America  occupied,  during  this  moft 
memorable  feffion,  the  principal  attention  of  par- 
liament, feveral  other  affairs  of  confiderable  im- 
portance came  before  the  houfes.  The  diminution 
of  the  gold  coin  had  been  long  a  fubjeft  of  general 
complaint.  In  the  clofe  of  the  feffion  of  1773,  it 
had  been  brought  before  parliament ;  and  an  aft 
was  paffed  on  the  lafl  day  of  the  feffion,  to  prevent 

Gold  €010.  the  counterfeiting  or  diminifhing  the  gold  coin  of 
the  kingdom.  By  the  law,  the  lofs  on  the  dinii-^ 
nifhed  gold,  amounting  ta  a  very  large  fum,  fell 
upon  the  immediate  poffeffors,  and  thereby  princi- 
pally affefted  the  great  money-holders  or  bankers. 
During  the  recefs  its  operation  had  been  feverely 
felt,  and  the  more  efpecially  as  the  commercial  world 
had  not.  yet  recovered  from  the  diftreffes  joccafioned 

by 
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by  the  failures  of  the  former  year.    The  law  had  be-  chap. 
come  very  unpopulaf  at  the  commencement  of  the  v^.,.-.,.^ 
feflion  of  1774  ;  and  feveral  ftriftures  were  pafled      '774v 
on  the  gold  coin  aft,  which  was  affirmed  to  be  highly 
oppreflive  and  injurious  to  individuals.   Bankers  had 
received  coin  according  to  its  nominal  value,  on  the 
public  fiiith,  and  under  the  fanSion  of  government. 
It  was  very  unjuft  that  a  particular  body  of  men 
fliould  be  obliged  to  make  good  to  the  public  a  lofs 
/uftained  .through  the  iniquity  of  others,  and  the 
culpable  negligence  of  the  police  in  not  reftraining 
fuch  criminal  and  pernicious  praftices.     The  late- 
nefs  of  the  feafon  at  which  the  law  was  propofed, 
when  many  members  bad  left  town,  and  the  hurry 
with  which  it  had  been  carried  through  the  houfes, 
fo  as  to  afford  no  time  for  examining  its  nature  and 
tendency,  alfo  underwent  fevere  animadverfion.     It 
was  anfwered  by  the  minifter,  that  the  evil  had  been 
io  urgent  as  not  to  adniit  of  any  delay,  and  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  be  remedied,  even  late  as  it  was  in 
the  feflion.     He  denied  that  it  was  unjuft  ;  for  the 
lofs,  he  contended,  had  fallen  on  thofe  who  had 
been  gainers  by  the  fituation  which  occafioned  it, 
and  who  h^d  always  profited  by  the  public  money. 
A  committee,  however,  was  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ft«lte  of  the  gold  coin,  and  in  con- 
(equence  of  their  report,  weights  were  eftabliihed, 
under  thi^  direftion  of  the  officers  of  the  mint,  a 
conformity  to  which  was  neceffary  to  conftitute  a 
current  gold  coin^  and  a  re-coinage  took  place 
agreeably  to  that  ftandard;     The  eSeft  of  thefe  re-    . 
gulations  was,  that  no  perfon  could  be  defrauded 
in  the   receipt  of  .g^ld  coii;!,  except  by  his  own  ne<* 

gligencc 
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CHAP,  gligence  in  not  weighing  the  profiered  money,  atld 
T_^|!l^.  this  was  a  very  material  reform  in  the  great  me- 

«774-  dium  of  commerce. 
Inquiry  into  Durinff  this  fcffion.  a  committee  having  been 
fbepriibns  appomted  tor  mquirmg  mto  abuies  practifed  m 
HMtttd.  gaols,  among  other  gentlemen  examined  was  Mr. 
Howard,  flieriff  of  Bedford,  a  man  of  exquifite 
philanthropy,  who,  it  was  found,  had  vifited  thofe 
maniioAs  of  mifcry  through  the  greater  part  of  Eng* 
land  at  a  very  heavy  expence,  and  with  a  continual 
riik  of  his  life,  in  order  to  devife  and  adminifter  relief. 
From  the  reports  delivered  by  him  to  the  houfe, 
feveral  improvements  were  immediately  fuggefted, 
and  many  more  were  ultimately  devifed,  which  have 
fince  tended  fo  powerfully  to  mitigate  human  wretch- 
ednefs.  The  thanks  of  the  houfe  were  unani- 
moufly  returned  to  the  benevolent  man  who  had 
infpeded  fuch  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  for  the  purpofe  of 
alleviation  ;  and  the  various  inquiries  which  arofe 
from  the  eflForts  of  Mr.  Howard,  tended  not  only  to 
foften  the  evils  of  poverty,  but  to  diminifli  conco- 
mitant evils,  and  to  prevent  the  frequency  of  in- 
fe^ious  diftempers,  which  were  before  fo  prevalent^ 
from  the  fqualid  and  noxious  atmofphere  of  mifma- 
naged  gaols. 
Libels.  Some  proceedings  on  an  inclofure  bill  gave  rife  to 

a  libel,  which  was  feverely  prafecuted  by  the  com- 
mons. Several  petitions,  it  feems,  had  been  pre- 
fented  againft  the  inclofure  in  queftion ;  and  the 
attention  beftowed  upon  thefe  by  the  fpeaker,  had 
not  fatisfied  the  advocates  of  the  bill.  A  moft  vi- 
rulent letter  was  immediately  printed  in  the  Public 
Advertifer,  charging  fir  Fletcher  Norton  wilh  grofs- 

partiality. 
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fAitialttf .     The  commons  not  only  acquitted  thclf  chap. 

fpeaker  of  the  accufation,  but  voted  the  letter  a  falfe,  ^^^.^-^ 

fcandalous,  and  malicious  libel,  contrary  to  all  law      '^7^* 

and  juftice,  and  to  open  violation  of  their  privileges. 

The  printer  being  fummoned,  threw  himfelf  upon 

the  mercy  of  the  houfe.     He  declared  that  he  had 

received  the  ^letter  from  Mr.  Horae ;   that  it  had 

been  publifhed  in  the  hurry  of  bufinefs ;  and,  as  he 

had  never  before  offended  the  houfe,  he  expreffed 

his  hopes  for  its  compaffion.     On  inquiry  it  was 

found,  that  Mr.  Home  was  the  reverend  Mr.  John 

Home,  clergyman  of  Brentford.     It  was  moved, 

that  Mh  Woodfall,  the  printer,  ftiould  be  commit- 

ted  to  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms ;  and  Mr> 

Charles  Fox,  ardent  in  enmity  to  the  licentioufnefs 

of  the  prefs,  friendly  as  he  has  ever  (hewn  himfelf  • 

to  its  liberty,  propofed  that  Newgate  Ihould  be  the 

fcene  of  confinement :    the  more  gentle  motion, 

however,  was  carried.     Mr,  Home  was  next  fum- 

ttioned,  but  eluded  the  order,  by  pretending  not  to 

confider  himfelf  as  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  ad- 

dreffed.     The  next  day  being  taken  into  cuftody, 

Mr.  Horae  pleaded  not  guilty.     The  only  evidence 

againft  him  being  Mr.  Woodfall,  who  was  thought  to 

be  incompetent  becaufe  he  was  himfelf  in  cuftody 

and  a  party,  Mr.  Home  was  difcharged.  Mr.  Fox  the 

fame  day  complained  of  a  letter  in  the  Morning 

Chronicle,   as  a  libel  on  the  conftitution  and  the 

royal  family  ;  and,  at  his  inftance,  diredions  were 

given  for  profecuting  the  printer. 

The  fupplies  propofed  for  this  year  caufed  great  s«ppiiej. 
debates :  oppofition  alleged,  that  the  number  of 
forces,  twenty  thoufand  for  the  fleet,  and  eighteen 

thoufand 
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CHAP    thotifend  for  the  army,  was  greater  than  a  pcac« 

V-*— Ai^  eftabliihraent  required  ;  and  the  expences  being  itl 
»77**  feveral  articles,  and  upon  the  whole,  higher  than 
ufual,  produced  loud  complaint  and  fevere  cenfure 
from  oppofition.  The  minifter  admitted  the  expendi-1 
ture  to  be  great,  but  infifted  that  it  arofe  from 
circumftances  which  he  could  not  prevent,  and,  for 
the  future  J  Ije  was  confident  he  would  be  able  to  leffen 
tlje  expenditure. 
Literary  The  houfc  of  lords  this  feffion,  in  its  judicial  ca- 

afcertained  pacity,  determined  the  great  queftion  of  literary 
o(th^*boufe  property,  which  was  brought  before  them  by  an 
of  peers.  appeal  from  a  decree  In  chancery.  The  prefent  age, 
in  this  country,  favourable  to  every  fpecies  of  me- 
ritorious and  beneficial  induflry,  has  been  pecu- 
liarly advantageous  to  literary  ability.  In  former 
times,  when  the  circulation  of  learned  productions 
was  confined,  and  the  number  of  readers  fmall, 
genius  often  lay  buried  in  obfcurity,  and  merit  was 
not  fufiicicnt,  without  a  fortunate  coincidence  of 
circumftances,  to  enfure  proteftion  and  fupport : 
the  moft  fuccefsful  adventurers  could  receive  no 
other  recompence  than  the  patronage  of  the  great, 
and  at  beft  could  only  enjoy  a  precarious  and  irk- 
fome  dependence.  Since  the  art  of  printing  has 
rendered  the  multiplication  of  copies  eafy,  and  the 
progrefs  of  fcience  and  erudition  has  introduced  a 
tafte  for  reading  among  numerous  claffes  of  people, 
authors  have  had  it  iii  their  power  to  repay  them- 
felves  for  their  labours,  Without  the  humiliating 
idea  of  receiving  a  donative^  But  the  degree  irr 
which  they  were  to  reap  this  benefit,  depended  on 
the  fecurity  and  the  duration  of  their  literary  pro- 
perty. 
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J)erty.    Theproi^on  afforded  by  the  laws  of  th»  c  h  a  k 
cou&tty  10  this  fpecies  ^  l&boiir)  is  not  only  iin^  v.....^v^ 
portant  to  the  authc>r>  but  alfo  to  the  public ;  for      *774» 
literary  works^  like  all  others,  will  be  nndtrtakeft 
and  purfucd  with  greater  fyint^  when,  to  the  mo« 
tives  of  public  utility  and  feme,  is  added  the  iiv 
duceoient  of  private  emoluments 

The  occafion  which  brought  this  queftion  before 
the  ptiblic  was  as  follows :  certain  bookfellers  had  fup- 
pofed,  that  an  author  poffeifed  by  common  law  an  ex« 
cbfive  right  for  ever  to  the  publication  of  his  own 
works,  and  confequently  could  transfer  that  lights 
On  this  fuppefition,  fome  of  them  had  purchafed 
copy-ri^ts,  and  had  profecuted  others  who  publiihed 
the  fame  books,  as  invaders  of  an  exclufive  right 
which  they  had  acquired  by  purchafe.  A  decree 
of  chancery  had  been  obtained  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Becket,  aprofecutoronthefegrounds,  againftMeiTrs* 
Donaldfons,  as  pirates,  in  having  publifhed  a  work 
belcmging  to  Mr.  Becket.  The  defendants  had  ap^ 
pealed  to  the  houfe  of  peers  i  and  the  queftion 
refted  principally  on  three  points :  i  ft.  Whether  the 
author  of  a  book,  or  literary  compoiition,  has  a 
common  law  right  to  the  fole  and  exclufive  publi- 
cation of  fuch  book,  or  literary  comlpofitionf 
2d,  Whether  an  a£Hon  for  a  violation  of  common* 
law  right,  will  lie  agaiilft  thofe  perfons  who  publifh 
the  book  or  literary  compofition  of  an  author  with* 
out  his  confent  ?  and,  3d,  How  far  the  ftatute  of  the 
8th  of  queen  Anne  affeds  the  fuppofition  of  a  com^ 
mon-law  right?  Under  the  firft  head,  it  was  con« 
tended  by  the  advocates  of  perpetual  literary  pro- 
perty, that  this  right  was  founded  in  the  general 
Vol.  II.  N  principle 
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c  H  A  ^.  principle  bj  which  every  man  is  entitled  to  the  frnitt 
c^^li^^  of  his  own  labour.    Whoever  by  the  txertian  of 
'774^      his  rational  powers  has  produced  an  origmal  work, 
appears  to  have  a  clear  right  to  difpofe  c^the  iden- 
tical work  as  he  pl^es ;  and  any  attempt  to  vary 
the  dilpofidon,  feems  an  invafion  of  that  right.   The 
identity  of  a  literary  compofition  confiik  entirely  in 
the  fcntiment  and  language :  the  £aime  conceptions, 
clothed  in  the  fame  words,  muft  neceffinily  be  die 
fame  compofition ;  and  whatever  method  be  taken 
of  exhibiting  that  compofidon  to  the  ear  or  the  eye 
of  another,  by  recital,  by  writing,  or  by  printing, 
in  any  number  of  copies,  or  at  any  period  of  time, 
it  is  always  the  identical  work  of  the  author  which 
is  fo  exhibited.     On  thefe  grounds  of  natural  jut 
tice  it  was  contended,  that  common  law(  reiped- 
ing  literary  property  was  founded,   and  by   tiat 
common  law   the  right  of  an  author  or  his  a£- 
0gnee  was  perpetual.    A  ftatute  of  queen  Anne  had 
declared  an  author  and  his  afligns  to  have  a  right 
to  a  work  for  fourteen  years,   and  for  fourteen 
ye^rs   more  if  the  author  fliould  fo  long  live»   Cer*' 
tain  judges,  among  whom  was  lord  Kaimes  in  the 
court  of  feilion  *,  and  Yates  t  in  London,  denied 
that  evei:  fuch  a  right  exifted  at  conunon  law.  This 
opinion  they  founded  on  the  following  allegations : 
that  a  literary  compofidon  is  in  the  Ible  dominion  of 

*  On  a  different  cafe,  but  the  fame  general  principle^  and  in 
which  ponaT^on  was  alfo  defendant,  a  little  before  the  decree  of 

«hancety« 

'  f  In  the  cafe  of  Andrew  Millar  plaintifFt  charging  Robert 
Tayl6r  defendant,  with  publilhing  and  felling  copiet  of  Thom* 
fon's  Seafpns,  of  which  Millar  alleged  himfelf  to  be  £bk  pro- 
prietor. 

♦  the 
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the  author  while  it  is  in  <matiQfcript ;  the  mami*  c  h  a  t. 
fcript  is  the  objed  only  of  his  evn  labour,  and  is  .—, >,.^ 
CapaWe  of  a  fole  right  of  poffeflion ;  but  this  is      '774* 
not  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  his  ideas.     No  fnjfeffmn 
can  be  takefij  or  any  ad  of  occupancy  afferted,  c»i 
mere  ideas*     IF  an  author  have  a  property  in  his 
ideas,  it  nittft  bt  from  the  time  when  they  occur  to 
him ;  therefofse^  if  another  man  fhould  afterwards 
ha^e^  the  fame  ideas,  he  muft  not  prefume  to  publifh 
them,  becaufe  they  were  pr&occupied,  and  become 
pmrate  property.     Lord  A&nsfield  (hewed  the  fal- 
lacy of  the  maxim,  d&at  nothing  but  corporeal  fub- 
ftance  caii  be  an  object  of  property ;    reputation, 
though  no  corporeal  fubftance,  was  property,  and  a 
Tiolation  thereof  was  entitled  to  damages.    Every 
man's  ideas  are  doubtlefs  his  own,  and  not  the  lefs  fo 
becauie  another  perfon  may  have  happened  to  fall  into 
the  fame  train  of  thinking  with  himfelf:  but  this  is  not 
the'property  which  an  author  claims;  it  is  a  property. 
in  his  literary  compofition,  the  identity  of  which  con- 
lifts  in  the  fame  thoughts,  ranged  in  the  fame  order, 
and  exprefled  in  the  fame  words.     This  illuftrious 
judge  con<teived  a  common  law  right  to  the  copy  of 
his  work  to  be  vefted  in  an  author  and  his  afligns 
originally,  and  ftill  to  e:||:ift,  notwithftanding  the 
ftatut^  of  queen  Anne.     It  was  agreeable  to  the 
principles  of  right  and  wrong,  convenience  and  po- 
licy, and  therefore  to  the  common  law.     The  court 
of  chancery,  proceeding  upon  its  conception  of  mo* 
lai  juflice  and  general  equity,  had  uniformly  de» 
creed  that  this,  like  every  other  fpecies  of  property, 
was  perpetual  to  the  original  acquirer,  his  heirs,  a(- 
iigae^  or  others  to  whom  it  might  be  transferred  by 

N  2  gift, 
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^  XM  '*  gift,  fek,  ©r  any  otbcp  meaas  of  tranfmii&oxu  Lord' 
v.*^'^  Camdea  did  not  conteft  .die  conformity  to  natural 
1774*  juftke  of  either  lord  Mansfield'a  principle  Or  the 
chancery  decrees,  nor  undertake  to  pro^ns.  that 
there  was  any  reafon  m  the  nature  of  literary  pso- 
du£tions  for  rendering  theproperty  of  the£b  le&  dur- 
able than  that  of  other  fruits  of  labour,  but  con* 
fined  himfelf  to  what  he  apprehended  ta  be  the 
wriiten  law  of  the  land.  The  ftatute  of  queen 
Anne,  he  affirmed,  took  away  any  righi;  at  common 
law  for  an  author's  multiplymg  copiea  exclufivdy 
for  ever,  if  fuch  right  erer  exifted. 

The  houfe  of  peers  concurred  in  his  opinion,  die 
decree  was  reverfed,  and  thenceforth  literary  pro- 
perty depends  on  the  fUtute  of  the  8th  of  queen 
Atme,  which  iecures  to  the  author  pr  his  affigns  aa 
e;cclufive  property  for  fourteen  years,  and  fourteen- 
years  after  the  expiration  of  that  period  if  he  fo  long 
live ;  but,  on  the  expiration  of  the  o^e  or  both  of 
tbefe  terms,  ordains  the  copy-right  to  be  at  an  end. 
On  the  22d  of  June,  was  concluded  a  fefllon  of 
parliament,  as  important  as  any  that  had  occurred 
fince  the  revoluuon.  Changes  of  gre^t  magnitude 
had  bepn  effected  in  certain  colonies,  whkh  placed 
them  on  a  footing  totally  difierent  from  the  other 
Britifh  dominions.  .Civil  and  political  right  had 
been  annihilated,  and  arbitrary  power  bad  beea 
eftabU&ed  oyer  a  confiderable  part  of  North  Amon 
rica.  From  thole  meafures,  minifters  and  their  fup-^ 
porters  j  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  entfrtainted 
the  mod  fangulne  expedadons  that  fubmiifioct 
would  ^  be  immediate,  and  that  complete  obediexice 
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and  tranquillity  would  be  eftablifhed  vfith  perma-  chap. 
nent  fecurity ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  their  op*  ^.^-v^ 
ponents  apprehended,  from  the  fyftem  which  they      *774* 
were  purfuing,  more  bitter  difcontent,  and  more  ob- 
ftinate  refinance,  than  any  that  had  been  exhibited 
in  the  fonnfc^  diffenfiont*  ^ 
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CHAP.  xm. 

Continental  affairs.-'^Progrefs  and  concluJUnf^f  th*  war  he^ 
tnveen  Ruffia  and  Turkey — terms  of  peace^-^motives  of  Co* 
tharitte* — Poland. — Views  of  Pru0a  and  Auflria.-^France. 
^^Death  of  Louis  XV^^^AaraBeti-^iool  of  his  favourites y 
he  did  mi  difcern  the  eofnmeneing  changes  of  public  opinion. — 
Promifing  beginnings  of  Louis  XVL — Spain  deprives  the 
inqutfition  of  its  mofl  terrible  powers .^^^mericc^*>-~~EffeBs 
of  the  Bo/lon  port  bill—ferment  through  the  provinces — 
communicata  to  other  coloniis*^^Refolut'ums  of  the  provincial 
ajfemblies^-gemral  concert  propofed-^olemn  league  and  co* 
venant. — A  general   congrefs  meets  at  Philadelphia — ap* 
proves  of  the  cottduB  of  MaJfachufetSy  and  promifes fupport — 
declares  principles  and  objeBs  of  ajfociation^ — Declaration  of 
rights — of  grievances^  andpropofed  redrefs. -^Petition  to  the 
hing.-^Addrefs  to  the  people  of  Britain. — Of  Canada. — Re- 

monfirance  to  general  Gage. — Addrefs  to  the    colonies 

Meeting  breaks  up.-^Generalfpirit  of  the  colonial  proceedings. 
w^Military  preparations. — Majachufets  Bay  the  great  hinge 
of  peace  and  war — contention  with  the  governor— form 
a  prowncial  congrefs,  which  affumes  thefupreme  power. 

CHAP.  "IN  continental  Europe,  the  Ruffians  and  Turks 
xm.  A  ^jj  continuing  their  bloody  war,  occupied  the 
chief  attention  of  their  neighbours.  Vigorous  pre- 
parations were  made  on  both  fides  j  Catharine,  from 
the  fuperiority  which  (he  had  manifeftcd  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  war,  expefted  that  fuccefs  muft 
uhimately  attend  her  armies  when  powerfully  rein- 
forced }  while  the  Turks,  elated  with  the  advantage 
of  the  preceding  campaign,  and  farther  encouraged 
I  by 
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by  die  fuccefs  of  Ac  telieliion  in  Ac  eaftem  and  ^  "xiL^' 
fouthem  provinces  of   Ruiiia  under  Pugatcheff,  v««p^..«w 
hoped  by  military  exertions  to  regain  what  they  had      '^'^' 
loft.  The  Porte  exdted  the  Tartars  to  join  the  Ruf-  Progwftind 
fiaii  rebels,  in  order  to  increafe  the  dHhirbances  of  ^he^wn 
Ruffia  on  th»t  fide,  wMle  the  Tiirkifh  force  (hould  {^^^^ 
be  concoitrated  againil  their  main  army  on  the  Da-  Turkey, 
nube.     In  the  begmning  qf  this  year,  the  death  of 
the  emperor  Muilapha  produced  a  change  in  the 
difpofition  and  condud  of  the  army.     Confidering 
his  Ion  Selim,  then  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his 
age,  as  too  young  to  fuftain  the  rebs  of  govern* 
ment  in  fo  critical  a  fituation  of  a£Fairs,  he  ap- 
point^ his  brother  Abdulhamet  to  fucceed  hi^i  on 
the  throne.    Some  of  the  Janizaries  were  dif&tisfied 
with  the  fucceffion  of  the  late  fiiltan's  brother,  wiih- 
ing  Selim  to  be  placed  immediately  on  his  Other's 
throne ;  and,  as  thefe  troops  influenced  the  whole 
Turkifli   army,    their   difTeniions  created  parties 
among  the  reft  of  the  forces.    A  very  great  army, 
however,  wa$  levied,  confifting  (when  they  arrived 
at  the  Danube)  of  two  hundred  thou£md  men. 
Marfhal  Romanzow  was  pofted  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  with  about  eighty  tho\ifand  Ibldiers. 
After  a  confiderable  oppofition,  Roman2ow  crofled 
the  river,  and  Bulgaria  again  became  the  fcene  of 
war.     A  fevere  engagement   took  place  between 
general  Satbff  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  Ruf- 
fi^s,  and  a  body  of  Turks,  in  which  the  former 
with  much  difficulty  kept  the  field.   On  the  20th  of 
June,  generals  Kaminihi  and  Suwarrow  encountered     ^ 
the  kcis  EiFeiidi,  who  was  at  the  head  of  forty 
thoufand  men  }^  but  both  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
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CHAP,  bf  the  Turks  deferted  theiteolours  and  camp,  ^di« 
%^^L^  out  ftriking  a  bbw.  From  this  time  die  Ottomans 
'^7^  \rere  in  every  quarter  feized  vith  a  difmay  that  made 
them  abfolutdy  rdiife  to  face  the  enemy ;  and,  in 
fine,  they  mutinied  againft  their  own  leaders.  They 
plundered  the  baggage,  robbed  and  murdered  their 
cfGcers,  difbanded  themfelves,  and  pillaged  their 
own  country  all  the  way  to  Gonftantinople.  The 
grand  camp  under  the  vizier  was  deferted,  atul  his 
immenfe  army  crumbled  away  to  an  inconfiderable 
number.  Marfhal  Romanzoff,  not  failing  to  take 
advantage  of  this  dreadful  fituation  of  die  enemy, 
cut  off  all  communicadon  between  them,  their  ma- 
gazines,  and  the  capital.  The  Turkifh  leaders  bad 
now  no  altemadve,  but  to  fue  for  peace  on  fuch 
Termi  of  4erms  as  the  conqueror  fhould  didate*  The  con- 
^**^  didons  were,  the  cdfion  of  Afoph,  Kinbrun,  and 
Jauikala,  to  the  Ruffians ;  the  free  navigadon  of  the 
Proponds,  Euxine,  and  Archipelago;  the  inde- 
pendence  of  the  Crimea ;  and  the  fum  of  4,500^000 
rubles  *,  as  an  indemnification  for  the  expence  of 
ihe  wstr.  So  moderate  were  thefe  terms,  that  they 
were  little  more  than  what  Ruffia  had  demanded 
while  the  Turidfli  armies  were  endre*  Did  we 
confider  Rulfia  merely  in  relation  to  her  enemy,  we 
might  be  furprifed  that  fhe  did  not  impofe  harder 
conditions  on  a  foe  that  had  given  her  great  difturb* 
ance,  had  adually  been  the  aggreffor,  and  was  now  at 
her  mercy ;  but,  on  viewing  her  fituation,  both  in* 
temally  and  relatively  to  other  powers,  we  muft  be 
convinced  that  fhe  was  guided  by  found  policy* 

♦  At  4«*  64^ 

There 
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ThttiMfCFC  two  pbwerfiol  parties  at  the  coiart  of  Pe- 
feiiburg,  eUG  headed  by  count  Faoin,  and  the  other 
by  comit  Qrloff:  the  former  had  recommended  >774- 
pe^e  <^xi  moderate  terms ;  the  latter,  the  continuaoce 
of  the  war,  uolefs  the  eoemy  yielded  to  ,the  condi* 
dons  which  Ruffia.  chofe  to  didate.  Catharto^  wotitwrf 
who  found  it  her  inter^  to  ohferve  a  neutrality  be-  *  *^ 
tween  the  two  parties,  both  of  which  flie  knew  to 
be  zealoufly  attacked  to  her  own  government,  had 
now  an  opportunity  of  grattfjring  them  both ;  the 
one  by  concluding  peace,  the  other  by  fanpofing  the 
terms.  The  rebel  Pu^atcheff,  a  man  of  gtieat  afai* 
lities^  intrepid  courage,  and  raj^id  enterpriee,  was 
bec<Hning  daily  more  formidable.  Her  treafuce 
was  nearly  exhaufted  by  the  expences  of  the  war, 
imd  the  improvement  of  her  extenfive  dominions 
was  greatly  iaterrupted.  The  Poles  were  in  many  PoUtti. 
places  in  a  ibite  of  mfurre^Hon,  efpeciaUy  in  h^ 
part  of  the  divided  territories ;  and  combinatiom 
were  forming  for  a  more  general'  aflerdon  of  their 
rights.  Auffaria,  although  ihe  agreed  in  the  parlj-  Anftiib. 
tion  of  Poland,  was  not  by  her  recent  fhare  of 
fpoils  lulled  to  a  forgetfulnefs  of  the  dangers  which 
might  accrue  to  her  from  her  partners  in  the  plun- 
den.  SImp  ftill  regarded  with  the  moft  vigilant  jea- 
ioufy  t^  progrefe  of  the  Ruffian  arms  fo  near  her 
frontiers.  The  king  of  IVuffia  himfelf,  clofely  con-  PvM^ 
neded  as  he  was  with  the  Czarina,  by  no  means 
ddired  her  aggrandizement  where  he  could  not 
come  in  for  a  fliare  of  the  acceffion.  The  more 
fouthem  powers  fhe  well  knew  to  be  very  much 
inclined  to  oppofe  her  and  her  advances ;  her  ally. 
Great  Britain^  was  fully  occupied  with  her  own 

internal 
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CHAP.  Jntetoal  and  colcmial  affairs.    For  all  thefe  MifiHU, 

^^  it  i>a3  the  inteidl  of  Catharine  to  coDclude  a  peace 
S7r4*  on  the  terms  which  fhe  pit^fed  j  and  (he  fooa 
reaped  the  advantage  of  her  policy,  by  bdng  e!i- 
abled  to  vanquiih  the  PoKfli  inforgent«,  to  arafli  in- 
teftine  revolt,  and  beftow  a  lefs  divided  attention 
on  improving  her  immenfe  dominions  in  various 
conftituents  of  national  profperity. 

rmnce.  In  France,  an  event  took  place  this  year,  vidiich 

cauied  a  great  change  in  the  internal  policy  of  that 

Pcftdi  of      cbuntry*    On  the  i  oth  of  May,  Louis  XV.  died,  in 
the  fixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fifty-ninth 
of  his  reign.    This  king,  who  pofktkd  very  mode* 
rate  talents,  viras  educated  in  the  ignorance  fo  general 
among  arbitrary  princes  in  long-eftabhihed  govern- 
ments, where  little  perfonal  effort  is  nece&ry  to 
maintain  a  flavery  confirmed  by  {NreTcription,  and 
in  that  luxury  which  had  fo  bng  prevailed  at  the 
court  of  France.    Of  a  pleafing  figure,  he  acquired 
thofe  exterior  accompliihments  and  light  graces 
which  the  joint  vivacity  and  frivolity  of  faihimiabk 
France  were  fo  well  fitted  for  beftowing*    He  was 
in  one  fenfe  a  man  of  good  difpofiddns,  for  he  was 
mild  and  cojnpaflionate,  unlefs  driven  to  be  other- 
wife  by  the  impulfe  of  his  counfellors.    He  did  not 
exercife  tyranny  from  inclination  and  chdce,  but 
often  permitted  it  from  imbecility.    Having  neither 
vigour  of  underflanding  nor  firmnefs  of  min4  for 
governing  himfelf,  he  was  through  life  the  pupil  of 
others.     Always  in  a  ftate  of  intelleftual  minority, 
the  adminiftration  of  his  affairs  was  wife  or  foolilb, 
good  or  bad,  according  to  the  chara£ler  of  thofe 
who  happened  to  be  his  guardisins.    Thus>  during 

the 
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the  djifliflxy  of  cardinal  Heury,  his  policy  vi^^pi^  ^^^"^ 
dfic;  afterwards  aggreffive^  warlike  and  ambitious  j    ^,.,r,^ 
and  ia  ^  latter  period  aS  Us  iigs,  he  wai  again  pa-      *V^ 
cific.    Under  fome  minifters,  he  was  modet'ate  in 
his  imemal  goirernmeQi!^  under  others,  he  was  defpo* 
tic.    When  priefts  prdided  in  his  cabinet,  he  was 
the  tool  of.  clerical  encroachment ;  when  deifts  took 
the  dire£tion,  he  was  the  agent  of  irreligion,  by 
weakening  the  veneration  of  his  people  for  the  in- 
ftitutions  of  the  church.    His  violent  proceedings 
againfl:  the  parliaments  aroie  not  from  the  violence, 
but  from  the  weaknefs,  of  his  charader ;  he  was 
then  under  the  tutelage  of  tyrannical  minifters.     A  Th<tfj«ii 
reign  of  near  fixty  years  bears  no  ftamp  of  uni*  ^ouriteT 
formity  of  character.     His  principles,  fentiments,        / 
and  coadud,  varied  with  the  fucceilive  changes  of 
his  minifters  and  miftreffes.    Louis  XV.  was  nomi- 
nally, but  not  really,  the  fovereign  of  France :  fdr 
civil,  military,  and  political  operatioas,  for  every 
department  of  government,  we  find  the  real  fove- 
reigns  in^the  royal  favourites.     Louis  was^,  however, 
fufficiently  qualified  for  being  a*  mere  pageant  of 
ftate,  and  going  through  the  forms  of  fovereignty  in 
the  paralyfed  ftillnefs  of  undifputed  defpotifm;  he 
was  therefore  very  fit  for  fitting  on  a  throne  fo  much 
adored  as  it  had  been  in  the  reign  of  his  prcdeceffor, 
and  as  it  was  during  a  great  part  of  his  own.     To-  *?*'  - 
ward  the  clofe,  a  fpirit  manifefted  itfelf  which  re-  cosmneiici«c 
quired  a  prince  of  a  different  charafter  to  manage ;  pllbSr^t-^ 
and  though  its  operations  were  checked,  yet  the 
repreffion  was  only  temporary,  and  the  very  means 
employed  to  flop  its  progrefs,  gave  it  ultimately  an 
augmented  force.  Louis  was  fucceeded  by  his  grand- 
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fen,  ^o  alcended  die  throne  bjr  die  tide  of  Louis 
XVL  This  praure,  long  diftuipiiihed  kr  amiable- 
nefs  of  difpoikion,.>vaf  ntitxady  popohr.  0& 
Jiis  acceffion  to  die  throne,  he  Aewed  himfelf  fen- 
£ble  that.a  change  was  taking  place  in  tbe  natiooai 
fendments,  and  diat  it  was  the  wifeft  policy  in  a 
king  to  accommodate  his  adfniniftradon  to  fuch  a 
change.  He  therefore  annulled  the  unpopular  mea- 
fures  of  the  late  reign,  fet  about  reftoring  the  an- 
cient parliaments,  and  promoted  popular  men  to  va- 
rious offices ;  at  the  fame  dme,  howevet-,  he  cir- 
cumfcribed  the  pretenfions  of  the  parliamentB,  grant- 
ing them  only  their  eftabliflied  fun£dons,  without 
fu£fering  them  to  make  thofe  encroachments  on 
kingly  prerogative,  wiiich,  guided  in  fome  inftances 
more  by  the  principles  of  liberty  than  by  prevailing 
ufage,  they  had  attempted  during  the  latter  years  of 
his  grandfather.  He  had  not,  indeed,  changed  tbe 
miniftry,  bttt  he  had  changed  the  counfels*  Tbe 
.nation,  delighted  with  the  reftoradoaof  pariisunents 
and  the  other  pc^ular  ads  of  their  monarchy  over- 
k)oked  the  drcumfcriptions ;  smd  as  the  king  ap- 
peared to  make  the  happinefs  of  his  people  the  rul^ 
of  his  Gondud:,  he  was  regarded  by  them  with  die 
warmeft  affedion :  fuch  was  tbe  fir  A  profped  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  the  fixteenth. 

The  king  of  Spain  was  at  this  time  engaged  in  a 
war  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  which  was  car- 
ried on  in  defultory  hoftilities  for  feveral  years  with 
very  litde  fuccefs.  This  year,  however,  is  remark, 
able  in  Spain ;  for  in  it  that  tremendous  inltrument 
of  fuperflition  and  tyranny,  the  inquifidon,  was  de- 
prived of  its  mofl:  formid^le  power|*    The  court 

of 
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of  Ma4r|49  intent  on  the  promotion  of  manufadures  chap. 
and  commerce,  and  aware  of  the  obftrudion  which   .^^t^ 
they  receive4  fro^pi  the  dread  of  fuch  an  intolerant      »774t 
tribunal,  took  from  it  its  jurifdidions  and  itspriU 
fons,  and  rendered  it  little  more  than  a  convoca- 
don  for  religious^di£cuinon» 

Having  narrated  th^  meafures  purfued  concermng 
America,  and  ftated  the  effeds  which  th^y  were  ex- 
ped^  to  produce^  bur  hiftory  now  proceeds  to  their 
adual  coniequences. 

In  the  month  of  May  the  intelligence  arrived  at  Amerk^a. 
Bofton,  of  the  ad  paiTed  by  the  Britifli  parliament 
for  ihutting  up  the  port.  This  information,  together  Eff«^»  of 
with  fi  copy  of  the  ad,  was  immediately  publiflied  jwi  wu!* 
on  a  paper  with  a  blac;k  border^   fymbolical  of 
moumijig,  and  hawked  about  the  ftreets  as  a  bar* 
barous  and  bloody  murder  of  rights  and  liberties. 
The  fatal  news  was  wholly  unexpeded,  and  the  coni> 
ftemation  which  it  caufed  among  all  orders  of  people 
was  inexpreflible ;  and  nothing  was  to  be  heard 
from  the  Boftonians,  but  frantic  expreflions  of  jage 
and  refentment  againil  the  tyranny  and  inhumanity 
of  the  Britifh  minillry  and  parliament ;  vengeance 
was  loudly  demanded   and  threatened  *.      They   Ferment 
loft  little' time  in  genenJ  exclamations  and  menaces^  Jf^^nL/ 
but  proceeded  to  coniider  what  could  be  done  for 
redrefs  :  a  town-meeting  was  held,  refolutions  were 
proposed  and  adopted,  which,  after  expatiating  on 
the  impoUcy,  injuftice,  and  cruelty  of  the  ad,  and 
appealkig  from  it  to  God  and  to  man,  addrejOfed 
themfelves  particularly  to  the  other  colonies,  and 

*  Sccdcuui't  Hift^ry  of  the  Amexican  Wat,  toL  i*  p.  93. 
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c  H  A  V.    iQvited  them  to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  Hop  all 
w,-^»   imports  and  expotts  to  and  from  Biitam  and  Irehnd, 
"^^      and  every  part  of  the  Weft  Bidics,  until  the  aft 
ftould  be  repealed ;  the  only  meafure  (they  fiud; 
that  was  left  for  the  fahration  of  North  America  and 
her  liberties.    Thefe  refoRitions  \refe  tranfnritted 
with  great  etpcditibn  to  the  reft  of  the  provinces, 
and  copies  of  the  a6t  were  multiplied  and  difpatched 
to  ^ery  part  of  the  xdHtinent  with  wonderful  cele^ 
rity ;  which,  like  the  torch  of  the  fiiry,  fet  in  a 
fiame  the  countries  through  which  they  pafied: 
in  the  feveral  colonies  great  bodies  of  the  people 
were  called  together  by  public  advertifemcnt,  and 
the  odious  law  was  burned  with  awfiil  folemnity. 
Meanwhile  general  Gage  arrived  ifi  his  government 
at  Bofton :  this  officer  being  perfonally  known  there, 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  America,  v^as  much  be- 
loved and  highly  refpefted  j  he  was,  befides,  fucceffor 
to  a  very  unpopular  governor.  Thefe  circumftances, 
however,  which  would  have  been  fo  aufpidous  to  his 
entrance  upon  government  had  affairs  been  in  a 
tranquil  ftate,  were  now  counterafted  by  the  preva- 
lent rage  againft  Britain.  *  The  affembly  met ;  and 
he  informed  them,  that  on  the  ift  of  June  they 
were  to  remove  to  Salem,  which  was  thenceforward 
to  be  the  feat  of  the  provincial  government.    The 
affembly,  not  pleafed  with  this  intimation,  peti- 
tioned him  to  appoint  a  day  for  a  general  faft  and 
prayer ;  but  he  declined  compliance,  and  foon  af- 
terwards adjourned  the  feflion  to  the  7th  of  June, 
appointing  Salem  to  be  the  place  of  meeting. 

The  other  colonies  having  received  copies  of  the 
zGty  and  of  the  Boftonian  addreffes,  refotved  to  fup-« 
port  the  caufe  which  they  confidered  as  their  own.  • 

However 
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However  much  the  middle  and  fouthem  cok>nie$  chap, 
had,  on  general  principles  of  goveminent,  diSkr^  -^>^,^--^ 
from  their  northern  neighbours,  they  agreed  in  ''74* 
•repu^ance  to  taxation.  On  that  ground  they 
had  all  refilled  the  import  of  tea,  and  thus 
had  fliared  in  the  alleged  criminality  of  Bofton* 
Though  .fome  were  more  temperate  than  others^ 
they  all  concurred  in  exprelfing  the  greateft  difap- 
probation  of  the  meofures  purfued  by  the  Britiih  go*- 
vemment,  an  abhorrence  of  the  new  aft,  a  condemn- 
ation of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded, 
and  a  relblution  to  oppofe  its  effeds,  and  fup* 
port  their  brethren  who  were  to  be  its  immediate 
victims.  Indeed,  if  miniftry  had  formed  a  defign  of 
driving  the  Americans  into  confederation,  they  could 
not  have  devifed  more  effeftual  means,  than  by  pu* 
niihmg  and  disfranchifing  one  colony,  becaufe  un- 
known perfons  in  it  had  been  guilty  (^  an  outrage 
that  fprung  from  refiftance  to  an  impolt  which  all 
the  colonies  reprobated.  The  affembly  of  Virginia,  Rf^oi««'«w 
which. was  fitting  at  the  time  when  the  difpatches  vinciai 
from  Bofton  arrived,  fet  the  example:  in  that  meet- 
ing a  refolution  was  paiTed,  for  appointing  die  i  ft 
of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  Bofton  port  bill  wa^ 
to  take  effed,  to  be  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  fafting, 
prayer,  and  humiliation,  *^  to  implore  the  divine  in- 
terpolition  to  avert  the  heavy  calamity  which  threat- 
ened deftru£tion  to  their  rights,  with  all  the  evils  of 
a  civil  war,  *  and  to  give  one  heart  and  one  mind 
to  the  people,  firmly  to  oppofe  every  injury  to 
American  liberties.''  Informed  of  the  refolution, 
and  of  the  general  fpirit  of  the  aflembly,  the  earl  of 
Dunmore  detenni^ed  to  difTolve  that  body ;  but 

the 


aflemblkt. 


ConCfrt 
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^  H  A  p.   the  m<»iber»  held  a  p4-itate  meeting,  in  whkh  (bey 

.^_,^^!1^  drew  up  a  declaratk)]!,  fetting  forth,  that  the  punift- 

n74*      ment  about  to  be  inffided  on  the  i&habitants  of 

Bofton,  in  order  to  compel  tbem  U  fubmf  to  th^ 

PAYMENT  OF  UNCONSTITUTIONAL  TAX£»^  WS*  Dl 

truth  an  attack  on  all  the  colonies,    and  would 
ultimately  prove  deftruaive  to  American  rights 
and  liberties,  unlefs  their  united  wifdoin  fhoutd  be 
CeBcnt       applied  to  prevent  its  operation  and  effeds.    They 
therefore  recommended  to  the  committee  of  coRe- 
fpondence,  to  propofe  to  the  committees  of  the  other 
colonies,  that  an  annual  congrefs  fhould  be  held  for 
all  the  colonies,  to  deliberate  on  fuch  general  mea- 
fures  as  the  common  intereft  of  America  might 
from  time  to  dme  require.     Virginia  had  always 
been  diftinguifhed  for  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
Britifh  conftitution ;  and  in  its  prefent  (Mropofition 
to  combine  againft  afts  of  government^  it  declared 
itfelf  to  be  determined  by  conftitutional  principles. 
At  Philadelphia,  three  hundred  of  the  iiihalHtants 
alTembling,  appointed  a  committee  to  wrke  to  Bofton. 
In  a  letter,  temperate  yet  firm,  they  recommended 
that  lenient  meafures  ihould  be  tried  before  they 
had  recourfe  to  extremities ;   and  that  commerce 
Ixrith  Britain  fhould  not  entirely  be  difcontinued 
until  all  meafures  had  failed.     If,  by  fatisfying  the 
Eaft  India  company  for  the  teas,  they  could  termi- 
nate the  unhappy  controverfy,  and  leave  to  the 
Boftonians  their  ancient  conftitutional  fiberty,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  what  part  wifdom  would  di£bte. 
But  the  matter  in  confideraticMi  was  not  now  the 
value  of  the  tea,  it  was  the  indefeafible  right  of 
giving  09P  withholding  their  own  money>  a  right 

from 


frotfl  wlifch  they  could  never  recede^  At  NeW  c  tt  A  p, 
York,  though  moderate  and  temperate  in  its  con*  s^^^..^^^ 
iduft,  one  refolution  of  a  contrary  kind  ileas  Cafried  >774» 
in  a  town  meeting ;  this  was,  to  present  the  profecu* 
tion  in  the  provincial  courts,  of  any  debts  Owing  by 
bhabitants  to  Britain.  This  refoIutioH,  however^ 
was  neither  adopted  nor  confirmed  by  the  provin- 
dal  affembly  held  foon  after,  nor  was  it  any  where 
carried  into  pradice.  In  general,  the  propofals  fot 
a  total  interruption  of  commerce,  were  by  no  mean* 
favourably  received^  but  confidered  as  the  laft  de* 
plorable  fefort  when  every  other  expedient  fhould 
prove  ineffeftual.  '  The  middle  and  fouthem  colo» 
aies  were  at  that  time  evidently  defifous  of  avoiding 
a  rupture  with  Britain*  On  the  other  hand,  all  the 
colonies  concurred  in  a  refolution  to  fefift  taxation^ 
and  to  hold  a  general  congrefs ;  and  in  the  mean* 
time  they  made  very  liberal  contributions  for  the 
relief  of  the  Boftonians^  While  the  Bofton  port 
bin  was  producing  an  effeft  fo  very  oppofite  to  that 
which  its  framers  and  fupportef  s  expefted  and  in* 
tended,  copies  arrived  in  Maffachufets  Bay  of  the 
other  two  bills  for  altering  the  conftitution  of  that 
province.  The  oppofition  to  government  now  be* 
came  more  vehement  through  the  colonies.  Con* 
ceming  th^  Bofton  poft  bill,  the  other  provinces  had 
not  taken  their  tone  from  Maffachufets  Bay,  but 
had  refolved  to  fupport  the  caufe  on  the  principled 
of  the  Britilh  conftitution.  TheMaffachufets  colo* 
ti&s  had  then  applied  to  their  neighbours  as  fuppli* 
ants  J  and,  fomewhat  doubtful  of  the  reception 
that  they  Jhould  meet,  had  cautioufly  abftained 
from  promulgating  do£b^es  and  fentiments  which 
flight  fhock  the  loyalty  and  conftitutional  prjn- 
Vou  IL  O  dples 
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CHAP,  dples  of  thdr  fouthem  brethren.  Aflur^d  of  the 
^..^-v^  co-operation  of  the  other  colonies  in  refifting  taxes, 
»774-  and  trufting  that  the  concert  might  be  more  exten- 
five,  they  now  took  a  lead ;  and  henceforward  the 
deliberations  of  the  whole  moft  frequently  bore  the 
ftamp  of  New  England  republicanifra.  The  colo- 
nifts  of  Maflachufets  now  determined  to  carry  to  the 
utmoft  extremity  their  refiftance  to  the  Britifh  go- 
vemment.  By  the  fuggeftion  of  the  provincial  af- 
fembly,  an  aflbciation  was  framed,  the  fubfcribers 
to  which  moft  folemnly  boand  themfelves  to  break 
oflF  all  commercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain 
from  the  laft  day  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  until 
the  Bofton  port  bill,  and  the  other  obnoxious  aSs 
of  parliament,  fhould  be  repealed,  and  the  colony 
reftored  to  the  exercife  of  its  chartered  rights ;  to 
renounce  all  dealings  with  thofc  who  (hould  refufc 
to  enter  into  this  agreement ;  or  who,  having  en- 
gaged, fhould  afterwards  violate  their  compact.  To 
fandion  the  whole,  a  refolution  was  added,  that 
the  names  of  delinquents  (hould  be  publiflied  in  the 
newfpapers  as  enemies  to  their  country  *.  To  this 
agreement  they  gave  the  memorable  title  of  the  so- 

Solemn  LEMN    LEAGUE    AND    COVENANT  J    which,   having 

wvIIJ^m;  ^^^  ^  name  affixed  in  the  laft  century  to  an  engage- 
ment inimical  to  the  church  and  monarchy,  af- 
forded fpme  indication  of  the  views  which  they  en- 
tertained, and  the  lengths  to  which  they  were  dif- 
pofed  to  proceed.  In  moft  of  the  colonies,  there 
were  three  clafTes  of  political  opinions  }  the  firft,  of 
thofc,  who  refolved  to  refift  taxation,  and  advifed  the 
moft  violent  meafures  to  hp  immediately  adopted ; 

*  Sec  Stedman,  and  Ramfay. 

fecondly, 
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feccfttiaiy,  of  thofe  perfons  who,  equally  determined  chap. 
to  oppofe  Britifh  impofts,  were  more  cautious  and  v^^!lLj 
temperate,  and  who  wiihed  to  try  the  eflfed  of  con«      '774- 
ciliatory  proportions,  before  they  reforted  to  the  ex-r 
tremity  of  reiiftance;   the  third  confided  of  ap« 
provers  of  the  Britifli  fyftem  and  add.    This  third 
fet  was  fmall  in  number,  and  of  no  weight  in  the 
colonial  deliberations.  The  fecond,  in  the  beginnings 
predominated  in  moft  of  the  other  colonies ;  the 
firfl:  was  paramount  in  Maflachufets  Bay,  where 
thiere  evidently  prevailed,  not  merely  a  difpofidon 
to  refifl:  adts  on  the  ground  of  incompatibility  with 
the  rights  of  Bririlh  fubjeds,  but  of  contrariety  ta 
their  conception  of  republican  freedom. 

General  Gage,  to  counteraQ:  the  covenant,  iiTued 
a  iMx>clamation,  which  declared  it  illegal  and  traitor- 
ous, contrary  to  the  allegiance  due  to  the  king,  and 
fubverfive  of  the  authority  of  parliament ;  and  cau* 
tloned  the  people  againft  giving  any  countenance  to 
that  engagement^  under  the  penalties  annexed  to 
fuch  heinous  offences.  This  aft  was  far  from  pro* 
ducing  the  defired  effeQ:,  by  deterring  the  colonifts 
from  the  combination.'  Popular  writers  found  in  it 
a  thetne  for  the  difplay  of  ingenuity  and  legal  know« 
ledge,  in  (hewing  that  the  governor,  by  calling 
that  affociation  traitorous,  affumed  a  power  not 
claimed  by  the  king  himfelf,  of  making  that  con- 
dud;  treafon,  which  was  not  ordained  to  be  treafon 
by  the  laws,  and  thus  rendering  the  declared  will  of 
one  of  the  king's  officers,  equivalent  to  an  aft  of  the 
legiflature.  General  Gage,  perceiving  the  fenti^ 
meats  and  intentions  of  the  people  of  Maflachufets 
to  befo  unfavouraUe  to  the  Britilh  government^  a^ 
O  a  to 
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c  ^^^*  to  nquirty  fer  t^or  repreffion,  mdre  powcrfid  re* 
v^i*>,*^^>  fbaints  than  proclamations,  or4ered  fome  regimenti 
1774-     of  foot,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  feat  to 
Bofton.    Thefe,  upoa  Am  arrival,  ^ere  encamped 
on  a  Gommoa  betwreen  the  ifthmus*^  called  Bofton- 
neck,  which  jcmis  the  peninfula  of  Bofton  to  the 
continent,  and  the  town  itfelf.    The  profefled  in- 
tention of  the  governor  was,  to  prevent  defertion, 
Aen  very  much  encouraged  by  the  provincials; 
but  this  difpofition  of  the  troops  was  conflrued  to  be 
defigned  for  the  purpofe  of  blocking  up  the  town, 
and  compelling  it  by  famine  to  fubmit  to  any  terms 
which  might  be  impofed.    The  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  country  aflured  the  Boilonians,  that  feveral 
thoulands  of  armed  men  were  ready  to  aflift  them» 
flioukl  their  aid  be  neceflary. 

In  Auguft,  commiiSions  arrived  for  thofe  who 
were  intended  to  conftitute  the  new  council,  by  the 
aA  for  altering  the  conftitution  of  Maf&chufets.  Of 
thirty-fix,  twenty-four  only  accepted  thecommifSons; 
and  againft  thofe  the  rage  of  the  people  was  fo  great, 
that  dl  but  a  few  who  refidfd  in  Bofton,and  were 
protected  by  the  troops  to  fav?  their  property  and 
lives,  refigned  their  appointments..  So  many  ob- 
ftrufidons,  indeed,  occurred  in.  every  department, 
that  civil  government  was  entirely  diffolvcd  j  w;ho- 
ever  rendered  himfelf  odious,  by  difcovering  his 
attachment  to  the  mother-country,  and  a  wiih  to 
fubmit  to  her  laws,  was  infulted  by  the  populace , 

*The  readefB  may 'perhaps  not  recoiled,  that  Boflon  is  fitu- 
atcd.ia  aLpeninfula*  This  geogrs^hical  fa£k»  however,  iM  r&f  ne* 
cefliuy  to  bq  attended  t^  ia  tl^f  caiirfe  9/ tbe'hpft9i3:« 

and 
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'mi  wmf^  hunted  from  their  dwdlihgs  b  the  c  n  a  ». 
Goimtry,  trei«  ob%«d  to  take  refuge  in  Bofton.  cJ^^^ 
Arms  wei^prnvided^afmrnunition  and  iirarl&efk^f^  >774^ 
b^aii  to  be  coHedledy  and  the  young  men  Were 
ampbyod  in  tmning  thtmfelvetl  to  military  (Kf^ 
dpline.  Percdving  fuch  appearances  of  hoilile  in« 
tmtioii,  general  Gage  ordered  all  the  mHitary  ftores 
which  were  depofited  m  the  feveral  magazines 
through  the  provmces,  to  be  brought  to  Boffon.  The 
colotiHlS)  apprehending  from  this  meafure  that  he 
meauit  to  commence  hoftilifies,  feveral  thoufands^ 
of  militia  marched'  toward  Bofton :  finding  that 
none  had  been  attempted,  they  retired ;  but  the  ge* 
Beta!  thought  it  expedient  to  fordfy  Bofton-necic 
agaJhft  future  attackis.  The  colonifts  of  Maffiichufet^ 
now  began  to  make  vigorous  prepkradons  for  a  for- 
cible refinance  to  the  Britiffa  government;  alTodadont 
were  formed  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  mi- 
litary difdpline,'  and  the  ufe  of  arms ;  refolutions 
were  paiTed  for  holding  a  provindal  congrefs,  which^ 
widiout  any  regard  to  the  governor,  fliould  be  com 
fidered  as  the  le^flature  of  the  colony.  They  even 
remonftrated  on  the  raifing  fcntifications,  and  thtf 
feizure  of  the  public  magazines ;  thus  mtdd^ng 
with  the  executive  authority  of  the  crown.  They 
declared,  that  fhould  any  perfon  be  fdzedr  for  fup^ 
porting  the  caufe  of  the  colonies,  they  would  re- 
taUate  upon  every  Bridfii  officer  whom  they  could 
find;  and,  laftlyi  they  recommended  to  the  rieceivers 
of  the  public  revenue,  to  keep  itin  their  own  haftds^ 
undl  the  conftifution  of  the  province  was  reltored^ 
or  until  it  Qiould  be  otherwife  difpofed  of  by  a  pro« 
vincial  convention* 

O3  Though 


fhia, 
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c  li  A  p.  Though  the  other  colonies  did  not  praceed  ta 
i.^^v>w  fttchextremities,  nor  make  any  preparations  for  war, 
'774.  yet  all,  esEcept  Creorgia,  concurred  in  refolidng  to 
hold  a  congrefs,  and  not  fubmit  to  the  paymoat  of 
any  internal  taxes  that  were  not  impofed  hy  tbdr 
own  aiTemblies ;  and  to  fufpend  all  commerce  with 
the  mother-country,  until  the  American  grievances 
xh  general,  and  thofe  of  Maffachufets  Bay  in  par- 
ticular, fhould  be  fully  redndTed.  In  the  pn> 
ceedings  of  the  congrefs,  inftruded  by  the  reTpedlve 
colonies,  we  fully  fee  the  difpofitions  and  ^ewsi 
of  the  Americans. 
Ultedng  or  The  attention  of  all  parties  was  now  turned  to  the 
l^^n  general  congrefs,  which,  on  the  5th  of  September, 
Phuadei-  met  at  Philadelphia,  as  a  centrical  fituation.  The  con* 
grefs  confided  of  fifty-one  delegates,  reprefenting 
twelve  of  the  colonies  lying  ^long  the  fhore  of  the  At- 
lantic,  from  New  Hampfhire  to  South  Carolina  in- 
clufive :  the  greateft  number  of  delegates  of  any  one 
colony  being  feven,  and  the  fmalleft  two.  But  this 
difparity  in  the  number  of  delegates  did  not  affeft  the 
votes ;  as  it  was  agreed  that  each  colony  fhould  have 
but  one  vpte,  whatever  was  its  number  of  delegates. 
The  delegates  received  their  inftruftion  fixjrn  their 
conftituents  ;  fome  of  thefe  violent,  and  fome  mo- 
derate ;  but  all  uniting  in  condemning  the  Bofton 
port  bill,  and  the  other  a£ls  of  the  kft  feffion  pf  par- 
liament relating  to  MaiTachufets  Bay,  and  in  denying 
the  right  of  the  Britiih  parliament  to  tax  the  co- 
lonies. But  the  mofl  material  of  their  inffaruSions, 
and  whatm  a  great  meafure  fuperfeded  the  ufe  of  all 
ethers,  was  a  power  given  to  their  delegates  to  agree 
10  whatever  meafures  ihould  meet  with  the  concur* 

rcnce 
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iraceof  a  majority  of  thecongrefs  *.  The  coiigrefs  c  ha  p. 
fat  with  thdr  doors  locked ;  no  one  was  permitted  to  ^^i-^vX.^ 
be  prefent  at  their  deliberadons ;  and  all  thdr  pro-*      '^^^ 
ceedings,  except  thofe  which  they  thought  fit  to 
publifli,  were  kept  profoundly  fecret.     Affembled, 
iays  captain  Stedman,  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  they 
neverthelefs  thought  fit  to  obferve  a  form  pradifed 
only  m  the  moft  defpotic  governments.    Their  pro- 
ceedings being  wrapped  up  in  myftery,  and  all  the 
intermediate  fteps  leading  to  a  conclufion  being 
hidden  from  the  public  eye,  their  decrees,  when 
promulgated,  were    received,  like  the  oracles  of 
ancient  times,  as  the  didlates  of  profound  wifdom. 

The  firft  public  aft  of  the  congrefs  was,  a  decla^ 
ratory  refolution  manifefting  their  difpofition  with 
refped  to  the  colony  of  MaiTachufets  Bay,  and  im* 
mediately  intended  to  confirm  and  encourage  that 
people.  Tiiey  expreffed  their  fympathy  with  the 
fuflferings  of  their  countrymen  in  that  province, 
under  the  operation  of  the  late  unjuft,  oppreffive, 
and  cruel  afts  of  the  Britifh  parliament ;  they  tho-  «f  p«>ves  of 

.  '  the  condu^ 

roughly  approved  of  the  wifdom  and  fortitude  with  ©f  MaOa- 
which  the  oppofition  to  thefe  minifterial  meafures  prorSfei*^'^ 
had  hitherto  been  condufted,  and  declared  that  ^"^^^^i 
contributions  for  alleviating  the  diftrefs  of  their 
brethren  at  Bollon,  ihould  be  continued  as  long  as 
their  exigencies  required  relief.     They  further  de^ 
clared  that^  if  the  firitifh  government  attempted  to 
carry  the  afts  complained  of  into  execution  by  force, 
all  America  Ihould  combine  in  oppofing  that  force. 
They  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maffa*. 
chufets  Bay,  that  as  juftice  could  he  no  longer  16* 

*  See  Stedman* 

O4  gaily 
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gaily  adminiftered  by  the  late  a6h,  they  fliould  (ub« 
mit  to  its  fufpeofion  until  they  were  repealed ;  and 
vi^  that  every  perfon  who  Ihould  judge  or  a&  under 
any  commiifion  or  authority  derived  from  the  late 
zGt  of  parliament  chapging  the  form  of  govern* 
ment,  a^d  violating  the  charter  of  that  province, 
ought  to  be  held  in  deteftation,  and  coniidered  as 
the  wicked  tool  of  a  defpotifm,  which  prepared  to 
deftroy  the  rights  that  God,  nature,  and  compad: 
luul  conferred  on  America,  lliey  pafled  a  refolu* 
tion,  declaring  that  the  tranfportatioa  of  any  perfoa 
fcr  the  trial  of  ofiences  coinmitted  in  America,  ju£« 
tified  and  ought  to  produce  refiilance  and  repi« 

4eauft  The  congrefs  alfo  proceeded  to  declare  the  prin-i 

^^«>4     ctples  and  obje£ts  of  then:  affociatioiu  They  avowed 

Jj^^    their  allegiance  to  his  majefty,  their  affedion  ta 

Britain,  their  dependence  upon  her,  and  the  ben^- 

£t8  and  favours  which  they  bad  received  from  tha 

parent  ftate.     In  the  mofl  explicit  terms,  they  dif-i 

claimed  any  wiih  of  feparating  from  the  mother* 

country ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  declared  them-i 

felves  entitled  to  a  participation  of  all  the  rights  and 

Statinient,    privileges  of  BritiOi  free-born  fubje^;    that  the 

iriev^t    pefent  grievances  and  diftrefles  arofe  from  a  ruin« 

ous  fyftem  of  colonial  adminiftration,  adopted  by 

the  Britiih  miniftry  about  the  year  17(^3,  and  evi* 

dently  calculated  for  enflaving  thefe  colonies,  and 

with  them  the  Britifh  empire.    Thence  had  arifeit 

&e  zGt%  for  taxing  America,  and  for  depriving 

American   fu^eds   of  the  confHtutional  trial  by 

juries;  thence  the  bte  cruel,  oppreffive,  and  un- 

♦  Slcdnaan's  Hiftory  of  the  Amgi<Qan  War,  vol  u  p.  103. 
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eooffitudbnal  plans  concerning  Boftoa  and  the  c  h  ap^ 
whole  province  j  and  (he  plan  of  extending  Canada,  _^"i;^ 
eftablifliing  an  arbitrary  government,  and  difcou-  1774* 
zaging  the  fettiements  of  Britifh  fubjeds  in  that 
country,  and  difppfing  and  enabling  the  eftablifhed 
inhabitants  to  ad  with  hoftility  agamfl:  the  freedonir 
of  the  proteftant  colonieg/  To  obtam  redreis  for  «ndpfO|>ofe« 
thefe  grievancea,  they  thought  that  the  beft,  moSt  ndnA^ 
efiedual,  and  peaceable  meafure  would  be,  to  ab*- 
ftain  from  every  fpecies  of  commercial  intercourfe 
with  JBritain,  until  that  redreis  ihould  be  obtained 
by  a  repeal  of  all  the  coercive  afts.  On  the  one 
band,  they  fpecified  the  various  articles  of  merchant 
dife  in  which  they  h^  dealt  with  Britain,  and  which 
they  now  combined  to  refufe ;  on  the  other,  they 
enumerated  the  various  a£ls,  or  claufes  of  a£|s,  cf 
which  they  required  the  repeah  The  amount  of 
their  requifition  was,  the  reverfal  dl  the  whole  mini- 
fterial  fyftem  purfued  fince  1763.  TJiey  after-  v^^^ 
wards  agreed  to  petition  the  king,  and  accordingly 
framed  a  reprefentation  to  his  majefty.  Perhaps 
fubje&s  nevef  offered  to  tl^  fovereign  an  addrefs^ 
qonfifting  of  ftronger  and  more  comprehenfive 
reafoning,  with  more  impreflive  eloquence:  it 
ilated  ev^  important  z&  fince  the  change  of  fyilem 
in  1 764  i  its  peculiar  features,  its  general  prmdples^ 
^nd  its  conne&ioii  with  other  ads :  it  exhibited 
the  whole  plan  of  receipt  and  prefent  government^ 
with  the  ^duai  and  probable  cpnfequen(38s :  the 
petitioners  declared  the  warmeft  attachment  zpdk 
the  higheft  veneration  for  the  king  and  the  confUf» 
tiition;  they  wanted  no  new  privileges,  but  merely 
prayed  to  be  risAored  to  their  former  righ^,  which 

other 
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CHAP.  Other  Britifli  fubjcas  ftill  enjoyed :  we  alk  (they 
V^,.^  Hud)  but  for  peace»  liberty,  and  fafety ;  we  wiih  not 
»774-  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative ;  we  do  not  folicit 
the  grant  of  any  new  right  in  our  favour ;  your 
royal  authority  over  us,  and  our  conne&ion  with 
Great  Britain,  we  ihall  always  carefully  and  zeal- 
oufly  endeavour  to  fupport  and  maintain.  The  pero* 
ration  very  happily  united  the  refpeftful  deference 
of  loyalty  with  the  temperate  firmnefs  of  freedom. 
**  Permit  us  then,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  in  the 
name  bf  all  your  faithful  people  in  America,  with 
the  utmoft  humility  to  implore  you,  for  the  honour 
of  Almighty  Gckl,  whofe  pure  religion  our  enemies 
arc  undermining ;  for  your  glory,  which  can  be  ad- 
vanced only  by  rendering  your  fubjeQs  happy,  and 
keeping  them  united  ;  for  the  interefts  of  your  fa- 
mily, depending  on  an  adherence  to  the  principles 
that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your 
kingdoms  and  dominions,  threatened  with  almofl: 
unavoidable  dangers  and  diftreffes  ;  that  your  ma- 
jefty,  as  the  loving  father  of  your  whole  people, 
conneiied  by  the  fame  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  faith, 
and  blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries, 
will  not  fuffer  the  tranfcendent  relation  formed  by 
tbefe  ties,  to  be  further  violated,  in  uncertain  ex- 
peclation  of  effeds,  which,  if  attained,  never  can 
conpenfate  for  the  calamities  through  which  they 
muji  be  gained^  We  therefore  mofflt  eamefUy  be- 
feech  your  majefty,  that  your  royal  authority  and  in- 
terpoiition  may  be  ufed  fox  our  relief;  and  that  a 
gracious  anfwer  may  be  given  to  this  petition  :  that 
your  ms^cfty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  a 

long 
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long  and  glorious  reign  over  loyal  and  happy  fub-r  c  h  >  p. 
jeds,  and  that  your  defcendants  may  inherit  your  <.„>^^-w 
property  and  dominions  till  time  Ihall  be  no  more,^     *'♦'• 
is,  and  always  will  be,  our  fmcere  and  fervent 
prayer.**— The  petition  was  fubfcribed  by  all  the 
fifty^>ne  delegates. 

An  addrefs  was  then  framed  to  the  people  of:  Ad4nft  to 
Great  Britain,  which  was  alfo  a  very  mafterly  com-  If  ^n. 
pofition :  it  ftated,  that  the  Americans,  fprung  from 
the  fame  anceftors  as  the  Britons,  entertained  the 
fame  fentiments  and  principles  which  had  produced 
and  fupported  the  Britifh  conftitution,  a^d  con* 
fidered  themfelves   entitled  to   equal  rights  with 
other  Britifli  fubje^s. — ^^  We  confider  ourfelves, 
;^d  do  infid,  that  we  are,  and  ought  to  be,  as  fr6e  as 
our  fellow-fubjefts  in  Britain;  and  that  no  power- 
on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our  property  from  us 
without  our  confent.     We  claim  all  the  benefits 
fecured  to  the  fubjefl:  by  the  Engliih  conftitution, 
and  particularly  that  ineftimable  one  of  the  trial  by 
jury.     We.  hold  it  effential  to  Engliih  liberty,,  that 
no  man  be  condemned  unheard,  or  punifhed  for 
fuppofed  offences,  without  having  an  opportunity 
of  making  his  defence**'     Having  detailed  the  va- 
rious grievances  which  they  alleged  themfelvqs  to 
have  fuffered,  they  endeavoured  to  ihew,  that  the. 
people  pf  England  had  in  the   laft  century  con- 
tended with  their  kings  for  the  prefervation  of  the  ' 
fame  rights  \yhic}i  the  Americans  were  no\J^  de- 
prived of  by  2t  Britjfli  parliament.    They  infiftcd, 
that  the  oppreffion  was  effentially  the  fame,  although 
the  oppreffprs  were  changed.     But  not  altogether 
relying  on  the  efficacy  of  this  appeal  to  the  juftice 

of 
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cHAip»  of  the  nation,  die  addrels  endeavooned  toi  gam  It 
\M0-/m^  orer  to  the  caufe  of  America,  by  reprefenting,  that 
''^i^  the  certain  confeqaences  of  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion  being  exadied  from  her,  would  be  the  fubver- 
fion  of  the  conftitution  of  die  mother-country,  by 
the  tyrannical  ariftocracy  which  was  engrafted  on- 
the  power  of  the  crown.  They  exprefled  deep  re- 
gret at  being  obliged  to  adopt  me^^ures  detrimeiw 
tal  in  their  confequences  to  numbers  of  their  fel- 
low-fubjeds  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  but  they 
hoped,  that  the  magnanimity  and  juftice  of  the 
Britifli  nation,  would  fumifh  a  parliament  of  fuch 
wifdom,  independence,  and  public  fjHnt,  as  might 
fiive  the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire  from 
die  devices  of  wicked  minijiers  and  evil  counfellors^ 
whether  in  or  out  of  office  j  and  thereby  reftore 
that  harmony^  friendfliip,  and  fratedial  aflfedion, 
between  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  majefty^s  kingdoms 
and  territories,  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by  every  true 
and  honed:  American.  Their  feveral  addrefles  were 
indeed  particularly  well  adapted  to  the  temper  and 
pafiions  of  the  parties  whom  they  endeavoured  to 
Th^u^  gain.  They  alfo  addrefled  the  inhabitants  of 
*^*  ^^  Canada ;  defcribed  with  great  eloquence  the  blef- 
fings  of  a  free  conftitution,  and  the  advantages 
which  the  Canadians  might  have  reaped  from  the 
enjoyment  of  fuch  a  fyftem.  Minifters  had,  they 
faid,  kept  thofe  new  fubjefts  of  Britain  ignorant  of 
its  advantages;  they  therefore  undertook  to  e;c-. 
plain  them  to  the  Canadian  French,  and  endea« 
voured  to  excite  the  indignation  of  that  province 
againft  the  late  afts,  as  precluding  them  from  the 
freedQxn  lyhich,  in  their  new  relation  as  Britifii  fub- 
7  .  je£ts» 
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jcSs,  tfccy  ought  to  enjoy.    TTiey  psud  high  comp&  c  h  a  f, 
ments  to   their  countryman  •  Montefquieu ;     and  ^^.^^-^mm^ 
having  endeavoured  to  Ihew  that  the  new  plan  of      '^^ 
governing  Canada  was  mod  difgraccful  to  its  fub- 
jeSs  and  injurious  to  its  rights,  they  quoted  his 
fentiments  delivered  in  a  chapter  on  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  J  from  which  they  ||Jerred,  that  this  great 
polidcal  philoibpher  would  have  deemed  the  Cana- 
dians to  be  in  a^ate  of  flaviry.    They  concluded 
trith  ftrenuoufly  inviting  them  to  join  in  the  league 
of  the  colonies.    The  congrefs  likewife  publilhed  a 
declaration  of  rights  and  grievances.     This  paper 
contained  a  furamary  of  all  the  privileges  appertain- 
ing to  Britifh  fubjefts  ;  to  the  free  exercife  of  thefe 
they  were,  they  contended,  entitled  by  the  immu- 
table laws  of  nature,  by  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and 
by  their  feveral  charters.     All  former  diftinftions 
between  legiflation  and  impofl,  between  external 
and  internal  taxes,  were  now  laid  afide.    They> 
cl^'med,  on  behalf  of  the  colonies,  the  fole  and  ex- 
clufive  privilege  of  legiflaring  for  themfelvesin  all 
cafes  whatfoever :  but,  from  the  mere  neceffity  of 
circumflances,  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  fuch  afts  of 
parliament  as  were  bona  fide  intended  to  regulate 
their  foreign  commerce  j  excluding,  however,  all 
ideas,  of  taxation,  internal  or  external,  for  railing  a 
revenue  from  the  people  of  the  colonies  without 
their  own  confent.  Their  grievances  (they  faid)  arofe 
from  eleven  aSs  of  parliament  *  paffed  in  the  pre- 
f(5nt  reign;  but  the  mofl  intolerable  refuUedfrom 
the  three  a£b  of  the  laft  fedion  of  parliament,  re« 

*  All  tli^fc  hare  been  fucceifivelj  mentioned,  and  moft  of 
Sliem  tepe^edly  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  hiftory. 
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CHAP.  fpe&iDg  the  colony  of  Maflfacbufets  B|ky,  did  diA 
^""*      law  for  extending  the  limits  of  Canada.   They  wrote 
9,  letter  to  general  Gage,  declaring  it  to  be  the  fixed 
^d  undterable  refolution  of  all  the  colonies  to  unite 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  common  rights,  in  opi- 
pofition  to  the  late  a£ts  of  parliament,  and  in  fup- 
port  of  their  brethren  of  Maflachufets  Bay.    They 
remonfirated  againil  his  military  proceedings,  bear^ 
ing  (they  faid)  a  hoftile  appearance,  which  even  the 
tyrannical  afts  did  not  warrant.     They  requefted 
that  he  would  difcontinue  the  fortkications^  and  give 
orders  that .  the  intercourfe  betv^'een  the  town  and 
AddRfs  t»     country  fliould  be  uninterrupted :  they  addrefled  the 
thecotoniet.  colomcs,  declaring  that,  upon  impartially  examining 
the  cbnduft  of  the  Britifli  government  in  North  Ame- 
rica from  1763,  they  found  that  all  the  difturbances 
had  proceeded  from  an  unconditional  affumptioa 
and  oppreffive  afts  on  the  part  of  Britain*     Repre- 
fenting  perfcverance  in  union  as  th$  only  means  of 
fecurity  a^inft  the  JirWf^iy  defigns  fo  evident  in 
the  conduiS:  of  the  B/itiflimlnifters,  they  proceeded 
to  ftaft^^e  truft  which  was  repofdd  in  the  congrefs, 
and  this  manner  in  which  they  had  difcharged  their 
duty;  that,  notwithftanding  theferies  of  oppreflion 
*  experienced  fifem  Britain,  they  had  made  concili- 
atofy  advances;  and  while,  infpired  by  conftitu- 
tidnal  liberty,  they  had  fhewn  themfelves  refolved 
*to  maintain  their  rights,  guided  by  loyalty  to  their 
:'    '  ting,  and  affedion  to  their  fellow-fubj^fts,  they  had 
'max^fefted  their  eameft  delire  oiF  preferving  peace 
Meeting       and  amity  with  their  mother-country.     After  the 
*««^"»^     performance  of  thcfe  aSs,  during  a  feflipn  of  fifty- 
•one  days,  thefirit  general  congrefs  of  'the  North 
.^^^  Americau 
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American  provinces,  on  the  26th  of  Odober,  ter*  chap. 
jninated  its  meeting.  ._^  -.^ 

The  amount  of  the  reafonings  and  the  fpirit  of  the      »»74i 
proceedings,  in  cither  partial  meetings, .  provincial  ^i*;"t  "f  the 
affemblies,  or  the  general  congrefs,  may  be  exhibited  '^I^JJ^-,. 
in  few  words  :  "  TheBritifh  fyftem  from  1763  ha? 
violated  the  chartered  and,  conftitutional  rights  of  us, 
the  Britifh  fubjeds  in  the  American  colonies  :   we 
will  not  fubmit  to  fuch  ufurpation :  we  will  not  pay 
duties  unjuftly  impofed,  and  we  will  have  no  com- 
merce with  Britain  until  the  obnoxious  ads  be  rc« 
pealed.     If  the  Britifli  government  attempt  to  en# 
force  its  unconflitutional  decrees,  felf-prefervation 
compels  us,  and  our  condition  enables  us,  to  refift 
force  by  force.     Yet  that  extremity  we  deprecate,  as 
pernicious  to  both  parties ;  we  pray  our  fovereign, 
and  requeft  our  fellow-fubjeds,  to  co-operate  with 
us  in  averting  fo  deplorable  a  calamity.     We  alk 
no  new  privilege  ;  we  defire  only  the  reftoration  of 
thofe  rights  which,  until  1763,  we  enjoyed  without 
interruption."     Such  were  the  fentiments  and  ads 
of  the  colonifts  in  North  America ;  fuch  the  ftrft 
confequences  of  the  minifterial  fyftem  of  1774. 

Before  the  meeting  of  the  general  cohgrel55,  none  ^J^*Sai, 
of  the  middle  or  fouthepi  colonies  had  commenced 
preparations  for  war  j  but  when  that  convention 
broke  up,  and  its  members  returned  to  their  confti- 
tuents,  the  other  provinces  became  aduated  by  the 
^irit  ^f  New  England.  The  militia  were  very 
frequently  affemblcd  for  the  purpofe  of  difciplmc ; 
arms  were  provide4  for  thofe  who  were  without 
them  J  and  refiftance,  by  open  force,  to  the  power 
of  the  mother^ountry,  was  made  the  fubjed  of  com. . 
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mem  difcourfe.  Soon  afterwards  a  copy  arrired  of 
a  proclamation  ifllied  in  England,  to  prevent  V2t* 
like  (lores  from  being  exported  ;  and  this  prohi1)!« 
don  rendered  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  more 
eager  t6  proem?  fupplies  of  the  various  kinds  of 
ammunition. 

In  confequence  of  the  detemoinadon  of  congrefs, 
all  the  colonies  deeply  interefted  themfelves  in  the 
affairs  of  Maflachufets  Bay ;  and  upon  the  tranf- 
aftions  in  that  province,  depended  more  immedi^ 
ately  the  doubtful  iflue  of  peace  and  war.  The  go^ 
vemor  and  council  had  iiTued  wrib  for  holdmg  a 
general  affembly;  but  the  events  that  afterwards 
took  place,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  every 
where  prevailed,  made  them  think  it  expedient  to 
countermand  their  writs  by  a  prodamadon,  and  to 
defer  holding  the  aflembly  to  a  feafon  of  more  fecU'^ 
rity.  The  eleflfion,  however,  was  carried  on,  with- 
out regard  to  the  proclamadon ;  the  new  members 
met  at  Salem,  but  the  governor  did  not  attend  to 
adminifter  the  oaths  and  open  the  feffion.  '  Having 
waited  a  day,  and  neither  the  governor  nor  any 
fubititute  for  him  arriving,  tbey  voted  themfelves  into  a 
provincial  congrefs^  to  be  joined  by  fuch  others  as  had 
been  or  (hould  be  eleded  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Han- 
cock*, who  was  offenfive  to  the  governor's  party. 
Was  chofen  chairman,  and  they  adjourned  to  the 
town  of  Concord,  about  twenty  miles  from  Bofton. 

•  Thlt  ifras  Ae  fame  gentleman,  the  fciasnfe  of  whofe  floop 
for  contraband  pradices  had  occafioaed  an  infunt^tion  a(  Bofton 
in  the  jear  1768;  and  the  confequences  of  which  mfuite&io« 
are  fuppofed  by  many  to  have  precipitated  the  difpute  betweea 
the  DOoth^r^ountry  and  her  colonics  toward  its  cnfis. 

Tlienc* 
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Thence  they  ptefente^a  retnonftmnce  6)'  ihegd^  ^^  nJ' 
vemoTy  on  the  fubjefl  of  the  ford^pationi  at  Boftdh^  v«...v«.w 
neck,  and  due  alarm  occafioned  by  the  colleftion  of      '77^^ 
military  force  at  Bofton,  tending  to  endafiger  (ha 
lives,  liberty,  and  property^  not  only  of  the  £o4 
ftonians,  bdt  of  the  whole  province.    The  general,        '  ., ,; 
though  itowillmg  to  return  an  anfwer  to  an  illegal 
aflembly,  thought  it  expedient  in  the  prefeot  cafe  to 
overlook  forms*     In  replying  to  the  provincial  don<» 
grefs^  he  told  them,  that  the  lives  and  l&teties  of 
none  but  avowed  enemies  of  Britain  codkl  be  la 
danger  from  Britifh  foldiera,  who,  notwithftandlng 
the  enmky  which  had  been  ihevm  to  them  in 
Hvithholding  what  was  nece(&ry  for  their  prefer- 
vation^  had  not  difcovered  that  refen^ment  which 
might  have  .been  expeded  from  fuch  hoftile  treat* 
mexit.     He  nemhuded  theni,  that  while  thdy  were 
complaunmg  of  akeradons  made  in  theh*  charter, 
they  were  thcmfdves  fubverting  it  by  their  prefent 
illegal  meeting ;  and  he  admoniihed  theiki  to  defift 
from  fuch  unconfliitudonal  proceedings.      Boflon 
was  now  become  the  place  of  refuge  to  all  the  friends 
of  Britiih  government.     On  the  approach  of  winter, 
the  govemdr  thought  it  neceffiiry  to  ereCt  temporary 
barracks  for  the  troops,  not  ocJy  to  accommodate 
his  foldiers,  but  to  prevent  them  from  bemg  quaf - 
tared  on  the  inhabitarift  j  which,  in  the  prefent 
-ftate  and  temper  of  bdth,  might  be  attended  with 
dangerous  confequences.    The  Boffotuans  did  every 
thing  in  their  power,  without  employing  open  vio- 
lence, to  obftrud  the  ereftions.     Very  great  mutual 
diftruft  and  aninK^ty  prevailed  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  pecif[le.    Bofton,  however,  was  now 
Vol.  U.  P  the 
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CHAP.-  the  onlycplace  in  Maflachvrett  that  contained -fiii- 

XIII  -  y    • 

s^^tmiy^  t]ib.foix:es;:3nd|rom  the  hoftile  dUpofitioa  ef  the 
'^74*      provincials^  and  the  infulated  fitnatioa  ^hich  they 
occu^ed,  their  circumftances  were  not  much  unlike 
wVicH         to  thofe  of  peHbns  befieged  by  open  enemies.     The 
Ji!^cme**    provincial  congrefc  not  only  cominued  their  fittings, 
F''*'^-         but  pafled  refolutions  which,  from  the  difpofition 
and  promptitude  of  .the  people,  had  all  the  weight 
and  efficacy  of  laws  ^  their  injundions,  under  the 
form  of  advice,. directed  the  regulation  and  exercife 
of  the  militia,  the  caUe£Uon  and  difpofition  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  the  provifion  of  arms  and.  mi- 
litary (tores.     Thus  they  afiumed  the  powers  of  the 
fupreme  government ;  and  in  the  firft  provincial 
congrefs  of  Mafiachufets,  we  fee,  ftrongly  drawn,  the 
outlines  of  Americaa  independence*    The  governor 
thought  it  neciefiary  tp  ifiue  a  proclamation,  warn- 
ing the  inhabitants  c^  the  province  iq^ainft  fuffering 
themfelvcs  to  be  enfnared  by  the  provincial  con- 
grefs, or  led  by  their  influence  to  incur  the  penalties 
of  iedition  aiul  rebellion ;    and  ftri£tly  prohibiting 
all  his  majeily's  loyal  fubjeAs  from  paying  any  re- 
,gard.to  the.recoiemendfttions  and  refolves  of  fuch 
an  unlawful  fiff§mbly.     But  the  governor's  procla- 
mation was  treated  with  contempt,  while  the  requi- 
fitions  of  the  provincial  congrefs  were  obeyed  as 
laws.     That  affembly  appointed  another  congrefs 
to  be  held  in  the  month  of  February  1775,.  ^^^ 
toward  the  end  of  November  diiTolved  itfelf. 
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CHAP. 


^fXTHiLE  the  proceedings  in  and  concerning  Ame- 
rica were  fo  extremely  important,  they  did  .^^j^ 
not,  in  Britain,  appear  to  attraft  the  attention  of      1774- 
the  nation  in  proportion  to  their  magnitude.   There  ^^^ 
P  2  were. 
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CHAP,    were,  indeed,  politicians  and  philofophers  who  faw 


i_^^4^   them  in  their  real  afpeft,  and  dreaded  the  confe- 
»7-4.       quences ;  but  this  view  was  far  from  being  general : 
A'^crkln      Q^o^  merchants  and  manufadurers,  to  whom  a 
diiptMcs*       i^pture  with  the  colonies  would  be  fo  calamitous, 
feemed  now  lulled  into  equal  fecurity  with  the  reft 
^  if  their  countrymen.     This  inattention  arofe  from 

variouf  caufes.  The  contefts  with  the  colonies 
*'ere  no  longer  new,  but  from  the  year  1765  they 
had,  wiih  very  few  and  fhort  intermiflions,  been 
the  chief  fubjefts  of  parliamentary  deliberation.  To 
thofe  who  did  not  minutely  and  critically  examine  the 
new  occurrences,  and  the  change  of  fentiments  which 
were  now  become  So  general  in  Noith  America,  moft 
of  the  topics  appeared  exhaufted ;  the  various  argu- 
ments for  taxation  had  been  often  difcufled^  and  on 
the  tritenefd  of  the  reafoning,  great  numbers  over- 
looked the  new  eflfefts  which  the  fyftem  was  pro- 
ducing. Confederacies  againft  the  importation  of 
firitifh  commodities  had  before,  and  recently,  been 
violated;  and  the  prefent  combinations  would, 
many  trufted,  be  equally  fhort-lived,  Difputes  had 
been  frequently  carried  to  the  verge  of  a  rupture, 
and  had  been  afterwards  accommodated }  ibme 
means  of  conciliation,  they  flattered  titeinfelves, 
would  be  again  devifed.  The  Ameneans  would  tire 
of  affbciations,  that  deprived  them  of  the  chief  con- 
veniences of  life,  which  were  rendered  by  habit  almoft 
Jieceffaries;  befides,  minifters  and  their  adherents  had 
very  induftrioufly  fpread  an  opinion,  that  vigorous 
meafures,  with  perfeverance,  would  foon  finifh  a 
conteft,  which  nothing  but  fijrmer  indulgence  had 
nouriihed ;  and  alfo,  that  the  prefent  adminxftra- 
tion  polfeiled  in  an  emineixt  degree  die  qndiderre- 

quifite 
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quifitc  for  honourably  and  »dvantageo.ully  termi-  c  ha  p. 
nating  the  difpute.  Mipifter^,  indeed,  had  a^g.rded 
no  fatisfaftory  proofs  either  of  their  vigour  pr  *774-. 
policy ;  but,  as  they  had  not,  on  theqth^  baiud,  nia- 
nifefted  either  feeblenefs  or  folly 5^  they  and  their 
friends  reprefented  the  counfellors  of  his  majefty  as 
a  body  of  very  uncommon  ability.  A  gre^it  part  of 
the  nation,  with  that  unfufpeding  credulity  which 
frequently  diftinguilhes  a  people  otherwife  !o  emi- 
nent for  found  judgment,  gave  adminiftration  credit 
for  all  the  talents  and  qualities  for  which  they  chofe 
to  take  credit  to  themfelves.  For  thefe  reafons,  it 
was  not  doubted  that  the  coercive  fyftem  which 
had  been  adopted  and  carried  into  execution  under 
the  direSion  of  fuch  men,  would  foon  intimidate  its 
objefks  from  forcible  refifttoce ;  but  that,  if  it  did 
not  awe  them  to  fubmiffion,  their  reduSion  woul4 
be  fpeedy  and  certain :  fupported  by  the  greater  part 
of  the  country,  the  cabinet  was  the  more  abie  ^d 
determined  to  proceed  with  the  plan  of  did^tipn 
which  bad  commenced  fo  ilrongly  in  the  preceding 
feffion. 

Parliament  was  npw  in  its  fevjenth  year.  In  the  Difl'^'ittnm 
reign  of  GeOrge  11. ,  it  had  generally  lafted  pear 
the  whole  time  j  the  firft  parliament  of  the  prefent 
king  had  alfo  continued  feven  full  years.  On  the 
30th  of  September  1774,  about  fix  years  and  a 
half  from  the  former  eIe£Hon,  a  proclamatipn  was 
Iffucd,  for  the  diffolution  of  parliament,  and  the  pon^ 
vocation  of  a  new  one,  for  which  the  writs  were 
made  returnable  on  the  9th  of  the  following  No* 
vember.  An  abridgment  contrary  to  rec^nf  cuftom 
esccited  great  (urprife  among  thpfe  yrhp Ju4gc^  from 
P  3,  precedent 


of  ^Ii4. 
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c  H  >  P.  precedent  more  than  from  prefent  circumflances' 
v^:,.^  stnd  expediency :  but  many  reafoti^  were  affigned 
'^74-'  for  this  unufual  meafure ;  the  riioft-  probable  ap- 
pears to  be,  that,  as  a  new  ftate  of  things  had  arifen 
in  America,  new  councils  might  be  requifite  on  the 
part  of  the  legiflature.  On  the  one  hand,  fliould  it 
be  found  neceflary  to  deviate  from  the  coercive 
fyftem,  the  old  parliament  might  be  reftrained  by  a 
fenfe  of  confiftency  from  refcinding  its  own  laws, 
while  a  new  one  would  be  more  at  liberty  to  ad 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe.  On  the 
other  hand,  as  at  prefent  it  was  determined  to  per- 
fevere  in  coercion,  and  the  majority  of  the  people 
appeared  to  approve,  it  was  probable  that  a  parlia- 
ment yvould  be  returned,  favourable  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  fyftem  ;  and  thus  government  would 
Jiave  an  aflurance  of  a  long  co-operation,  of  which 
it  might  be  deprived  by  a  change  of  circumftances 
and  of  public  fentiment,  were  the  eledlion  deferred 
till  the  fucceedin*g  year, 
^^'•^  In  London,  the  oppdfition  party  carried  the  elec- 

.  tion  of  all  its  candidates.  In  Middlefex^  Mr. 
•  Wilkes,,  now  lord  mayor  eled,  was  chofen  to  re- 
prefent  the  county ;  and  minifters  were  not  fo  im- 
prudent as  again  to  controvert  a  feat  which  had  al- 
ready given  government  fo  much  difturbance,  A 
confiderable  change  of  individual  members  took 
place  through  the  nation  j  but  it  was  foon  found, 
that  there  was  no  alteration  of  political  fentiment, 
and  that  a  great  majority  fupported  the  minifterial 
projcft  of  coercing  America. 

The  fubjefts  which  were  to  occupy  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  new  parliament,  have  rarely  beeii 

equalled 


KEl&n  OP  GEORGE  III.  215 

0qu;tHed  in  importance  in  the  legiflative  luflory  of  c  k  a  p. 
any  age  or  coantry.     On  its  cofinfet$.\9a8  todepend^  >_r-,-Ai:_p 
whether  by  conciliation  we  ihould  reftore  the  reel-      ^774* 
procaily  beneficial  harmony  that  had  fo  long  fub« 
lifted  betw6en3ritain  and  her  colonies ;  or,  by  per*^ 
iiftance  in  coercion,  drive  fuch  valuable  dependencies 
to  a  rebellion,  which  either  would  not  be  quelled, 
or,  if  crulhed,  could  be  reduced  only  by  cfiblrts 
which  muft  exhauft  the  parent-country,  and  deftmy 
the  provinces  that  fhe  fought  to  render  more  pro- 
dudive  and  lucrative. 

For  examining  fuch  momentous  queftions,  lei-  ^*^''^ 
dom  has  a  national  council  contained  a  greater  af-  inthtmw 
femblage  of  ability,  than  the  Britifli  parliament  now  ^  '*"*"'' 
exhibited.    In  the  houfe  of  commons,  among  many 
-men  of  confiderable  talents  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge,  there  were  ranged  on  the  fide  of  minifters, 
the  financial  information  and  accurate  refults  of 
fir  Grey  Cooper ;   the  perfpicacious  detail,  folid 
judgment,  and  orderly  arrangement  of  fir  Gilbert 
Elliot ;  and  the  intrepid  confidence  and  manly  bold- 
nefs  of  Mr.  Rigby.     In  rifing  progreffion,  there  fol- 
lowed the  found  and  vigorous  underftanding,  the 
unremitting  induftry,  the  commercial,  political,  and 
diplomatic  knowledge,  the  lucid  difpofition,  the  cor- 
reft  and  perfpicuous  expreflion  of  Jenkinfon ;  and 
the  acutenefs,  clofenefs,  and  neat  precifion  of  Ger- 
maine.  Dundas*,  from  bis  fitft  entrance  into  public 
life,  exhibited  thofe  qualities  by  which  h^  has  been 
uniformly  diftinguifhed ;  an  underftanding  quick, 
fiigacious,  and  powerful;   reafoning  forcible  an<t 

t  Lord  advocate  of  Scotland. 

P4  direa. 
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CHAR  dired,  fkn&ly  zJUcnng  to  the  point  at  ilue;  tt 
V^"^  ezpedkious  dilpatdi  of  difficult  bufinds ;  and^  re- 
<774-  yarding  tlie  fenate  at  x  council  for  the  d2re£tioii  of 
jSitional  affairs  more  than  a  theatre  for  the  cU^hy 
4>f  eloqiience,  he  vas  in  his  kmguage  intdUgible  a&d 
ftrong,  without  oroament  or  elegance*  A  mind  bj 
nature  penetrating,  iM'HIiant,  and  invendve,  formed 
aDd'  refined  by  erudition  and  by  literary  •  fociety, 
Iharpened  and  invigorated  by  profeffional  occupa- 
tions, and^enlarged  by  political  (ludies  and  purfuits ; 
an  eloquence  that  he  could  admiraUy  vary  to  the 
occafion,  and  odiibit  either  in  argumentative  force, 
logical  fubtlety  and  (kill,  or^th  all  the  onuunents 
of  rhetoric  and  the  gracei  of  perfuafion,  rendered 
Wedderbume  a  valuable  acceflicm  to  any  caufe  which 
he  chofe  to  fupportf*  For  mafculine  energy  of 
intelled,  force  devoid  of  ornament,  and  exhibiting 
itfelf  in  efforts  dired,  fimple,  and  majeftk,  Thur* 
low  flood  eminent.  Lord  North  was  equally  re- 
markable for  pleafing  and  varied  wit  and  humoiu-, 
claiEcal  tafte,  audition,  and  allufion,  as  for  dex- 
terity of  argument  and  felicity  of  reply.  On  the 
other  fide  were  arrayed,  the  patriotifm  and  folidity 
of  Dempfter  and  Saville ;  the  induftry  and  colonial 
information  of  Povmal ;  the  colloquial  pleaiantry, 
vivacity,  and  claffical  erudition  of  Wilkes ;  the  ani- 
mated declamation  of  Barr^  j  the  quick  apprehen- 

♦  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Smithy  Robertfon,  and  Fer- 
guflbn^  and  their  cotemporaries,  in  their  early  year* ;  and  culti- 
Tated  an  acquaintance  with  Burke,  Johufon,  and  other  eminent 
Jicholars,  in  his  more  advanced  life. 

t  The  judicial  maxima  and  charaAer  of  Wedderbume  will 
appear  in  the  thjrd  iihd  the  fucceeding.Tolanft. 

.       .1  .   -.  fion, 
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fioo^fisimmord&l  aad  political  knpwledg*,  of  John^  ^  Jiv  "^^ 
Aoite;  md  the  oaoflkutional  principles,  legal  pre^  w.^'-w 
ciiioQi,  feskdiikefe,  acutenefs,  and  vigour,  of  Duimiag.  '^'^ 
JUx)re  tbafe,  irafe  the  e&teniive,  accurate,  and  mul* 
tifacbvs  knowledge,  the  abundant  and  diverfified 
imager^^  <jbe  luminous  Uluilraiion  and  rapid  in* 
vention ;  the  reasoning,  dilated  or  comprefiit^d,  dyU 
greflive  cht  direft,  disjdnted  or  contiguous,  wbich» 
if  not  always  pointedly  convincing,  never  failed  to 
he  'generally  inAru&ive ;  the  comprehenfive  views 
and  phibfoplucal  eloquence,  of  a  Burke.  A  fenator 
wa^  fif>yr  rifii^  to  the  firft  rank  in  the  firft  aflexa- 
bly  ^  the  w<>rld,  who  mud  have  held  a  very  es- 
alted  fituation  in  any  convention  of  ftatefmen  an4 
oratprs  recorded  in  hiftory,  this  was  Charles  James 
Fox.  In  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age  he  had  become 
a  member  of  parliament,  and  young  as  he  was,  di£> 
tinguiihed  himfelf  among  the  many  eminent  mem- 
bers pf  tjbehoufe,  and  was  at  firft  one  oF  the  ableft 
fuppprters  of  adminiftration.  The  facility  with  whidi 
heiQsv^.himfelf  mafterof  anewqueftion^  andcpm»» 
preliended  with  fucb  force  of  judgment  tlie  ftrengtfa, 
weaknefs,  and  tendency,  of  a  propofition  or  mea- 
fure.;  his  powerful  argumentation,  his  readinefs  of 
the  mofl:  appropriate,  fignificant,  and  energetic  laa- 
guage,  foon  rendered  him  confpicuous ;  while  his 
daily  and  obvious  improvement  ihewed  that  his  ta» 
lents  had  not  then  nearly  reached  the  pinnacle  at  w;hicii 
they  were  deilined  to  arrive*  Since  he  joined  oppo- 
fitibn,  his  talents  and  pxeitions  appeared  more  po- 
tent  and  formidable  than  even  had  beea  e;icpeded  *. 

*  A  part  of  this  account  is  taken  with  con&derabk  variatioo# 
from  the  life  of  Burke,  firft  edit^ipn,  p.  210  to  218. 

^  In 
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CHAP.  In  the  houfc  of  pten,  the  chief  fupporrert'  rf 
.^[^.  fidminiftration  were,  lord  Hilllborough,  a  noble- 
S774-  man  of  found  judgment  and  official  experieneq  ;'  eaii 
Crower,  a  peer  of  good  charader  and  extcn&r^  in- 
fluence^  who,  in  the  minority  of  the  duke,  headed 
the  Bedford  party ;  and  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  acute 
and  intelligent  as  a  fenator,  but  a  judicbus  Ipeaker 
rather  than  a  fplendid  orator.  The  only  peer  of 
tranfcendent  genius  who  joined  mtnifters  in  tlie  coer- 
cive fyftem,  was  lord  Mansfield ;  a  perfonage  very 
leminently  diftinguiflied  for  abilities  and  erudition, 
and  for  argumentative,  refined^  and  perfuafive  elo- 
quence ;  but  the  fame  of  this  illuftr^ous  fenator  was 
principally  founded  upon  his  oratorial  and  judicial 
powers  and  efforts  *,  and  derived  little  acceifion  from 
his  counfels  as  a  ftatefman.  The  mod  diftinguifted 
peers  who  were  inimical  to  the  coercive  fyftem,  were 
the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  whom  we  have  viewed 
as  minifter ;  the  duke  of  Richmond,  a  nobleman 
of  refpedable  abilities,  adive,  indefatigable,  and  aN 
dent ;  lord  Shelbume,  whom  we  have  feen  as  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate,  diftinguiflied  for  extent  of  general 
knowledge  and  peculiarly  marked  for  his  exten- 
five  views  of  the  reciprocal  relations,  commercial 
and  political,  of  European  ftates ;  lord  Camden,  the 
great  bulwark  of  Englifli  law,  profoimdly  veried  m 
our  conftitutiqn,  with  that  mild,  clear,  and  neivous 
eloquence,  which  is  the  firn^  and  efficacious  inftru?. 

•  The  reader  will  find  a  charaf^er  pf  this  gieat  man  in  the 
narrative  of  the  year  1788  ;  for  the  judicial  part  of  which  I  am 
chiefly  indebted  to  a  geutlcEwn  of  high  eminence  for  literary 
■nd  legal  eruditioq^ 

ment 
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mcnt'^rfwifdoin;  and  laftly,  in  himfelf  a  hoft,  the  c  h  a  p. 
earl  of  Chatham.  .   .    *  ^_^  1^ 

Surveying  and  examining  the  principal  aftors  en      '^^4^ 
the  grand  political  theatre,  the  re^dfer  may  perceivd 
that,  both  for  and  againft  minifters,  thei*e  was'  a  con^ 
ftellation  of  abilities ;  but,  in  oppolition,  the  higheff 
talents,  and  the  moft  approved  v^afdom:  *  *  '"^ 

On  the  3cth  of  November'the  new' parliament  Meenni^t 
met.  His  majefty's  fpeech  ftated  to  the  hoiifei,  that  K^gT"** 
a  daring  fpirit  of  refiftance  and  difdbedience  to  the'  fp«eciu 
laws  ftill  unhappily  prevailed  in  the  province  df 
Maffachufets  Bay,  and  had  in  divers  parfs  of  it 
broken  forth  in  frefli  violences  of  a  criminal  na- 
ture ;  but  thefe  proceedings  had  been  countenanced 
and  encouraged  in  others  of  the  colonies,  and  un-" 
warrantable  attempts  had  been  made  to  obftruft  the 
commerce  of  this  kingdom  by  unlawful  combina- 
tions :  fuch  meafures,  however,  had  been  em- 
ployed, as  were  judged  moft  effeclual  for  carrying 
the  afts  of  the  preceding  feffion  into  execution, 
protefting  commerce,  and  reftoring  and  preferving 
order  and  good  government  in  the  province  6f'Maf^ 
fachufets.  It  expreffed  his  majefty*s  refolution  td 
withftand  every  attempt  to  diminifh  the  authority 
of  parliament  over  the  dominions  of  the  crown ; 
the  maintenance  of  which  authority  was  neceffary 
for  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  the  Britifli  empire : 
it  ftated  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  fting  at  the  reftoratiort 
of  complete  tranquillity  to  Europe,  by  the  peace 
between  Ruffia  and  Turkey  y  and  concluded  with 
recommending  firmneft  and  unarjirpity  in  par- 
liamentary proceedings.      Avowing  the   taxation 

of 
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c  HA  P.  of  the  colonics  to  be  an  c0bitial  rfght  of  tbc 
s^^-v.^  Britifh  legiflature^  and  that  the  Utc  acb  muil  be 
*^^*'  executed,  the  fpeech  ♦  dccbred^  that  no  regard  vm 
to  be  paid  to  the  opinions  znd  fentiments  ^hich  had 
produced  a  confederation  of  the  colonies,  and  thstf 
minifters  were  not  moved  by  the  procee4ings  in 
America  to  deviate  from  the  plans  of  the  former 
Aaiicft.  ieffion.  While  the  fpeech  demonftrated  the  inten- 
tions of  government,  the  addrefs,  carried  by  a 
great  majority  (though  not  without  ftrenuous  op- 
pofition),  manifefted  chat  the  new,  like  the  old  par- 
liament,  was  refolved  to  perfift  in  taxing  Britiih  fub* 
je^  without  their  own  confent ;  eflablifliing  in  fome 
colonies,  fyllems  of  polity  different  from  the  Britiih 
conftitution ;  punifhing  thofe  who  had  never  been 
tried,  and  ordaining  triajs,  different  in  pri^iciple 
and  mode  from  thofe  which  are  recognised  by  our 
laws ;  it  proved  alfo,  that  the  new  parliament 
eileemed  die  reprefentations  of  the  cplonifts  u^de^ 
fenwg  of  regard.  The  addrefs,  indeed,  fan&ioaed 
the  general  policy  of  minifters ;  and  the  parliament, 
^  the  very  commencement  of  its  delibenttive  pro* 
feedings,  vmequivocally  evinced  its  determination 
to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  the  former.  The  oppofi* 
tion  fpeakers  exhorted  legiflature  to  investigate 

yACTS  B£FO&£  THEY  PROCEEDED  TO  JUDGMENT  } 

and  not  to  pledge  themfelves  implicitly  to  follow 
the  example  of  their  predeceffors,  without  fully 
examining  the  grounds  on  which  they  had  a&ed,  and 
tbi  effe&s  which  their  ads  had  produced  and  were 

•  State  Papers,  Nov,  30,  1774. 

-  producing^ 
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produci^.    Hstfvihg  moved  for  d  dommunicattoa  chap. 
of  all  the  intelligence  that  had  been  received  by   t_„-,^; 
his  majefty  refpeOwig  Arnica,  and  the  motioA  be*      ^ti^ 
ing  negatived,  they  affinited,  that  as  the  minifters 
and  former  parfiament  had  paiTed  fentenee  without 
taking  cognisance  of  the  cafe^  the  prefent  parlia* 
ment  waa  pUrfuk&g  the  fame  plan.    They  next  pro* 
ceeded  fo  the  eonfequences,  as  they  had  verified  dr 
falfifidd  the  pri^dbns  of  minifters ;   contended^ 
that  whereas  his  majefty's  counfellors  had  prbphe- 
fied  that  the  proceedings  refpe&ing  Boftoii  would' 
ftrike  terror  into  America,  they  had  really  combined 
into  one  party  all  the  cotonifl^)  though  brfore  di*^ 
vid^d  abd  detached ;  and  that,  inftead  of  frigh4;en* 
ing  theih  (everaUy  into  fubmiflion,  they  had  com^ 
pdfled  tbem  jointly  to  tefiftaftce.    In  the  houfe  of 
lords  a  very  fbong  pToceft  was  made,  vt^hich,  after 
ftating  th?  evils  of  the  minifterial  fyftem,  added  the 
following^  words :  ^^  it  affords  us  a  melancholypro^ 
fped^  of  the  diipoTition  of  the  lords  in  the  prefenf 
psuiiament,  'mbitt  ivi  fe^  the  houfe ^  und^ihiprefi, 
fare  nf  fi  fevere  and  ufuform  an  experience y  again 
ready ^  without  any  inquiry  ^  to  countenance^  if  not  u 
Adopts  the fpirit  of  the  former  fatal  proceedings.^^ 

Viewing  the  condud  of  miniftry  as  td  utUity  of 
objeft  and  juftnefs  of  prindpte,  the  hiftorlcial  reader 
may  j^robabty  have  formed  fome  judgment  of  the 
cham&er  of  their  policy ;  he  has,  in  the  imtne^ 
diace^y  fttb&quent  a&s,  a  farther  opportunity  of 
eftimating  then:  qualifications  by  the  means  which 
they  employed.  To  coerce  America,  was  the  deter^ 
teination  of  ijbiniftry  and  the  legillature.  If  coeVa 
don  muft  be  ufed,  a  ftroager  force,  it  was  natu- 
rally 
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c  H  A  p.  rally  expected,  would  be  demanded,  dm  tbai  vtteb 
^_^^-4^  was  requifite  in  times  of  tnmquillity ;  but  when 
'774«:  the  fupplies  came  under  confideration,  minifters 
propofed  to  diminiih,  inftead  of  increafing,  both 
fea  and  land  forces  ;  and  required  feventeen  thou-^ 
£md. troops  inftead  of  eighteen  thoufand,  ^d  fix- 
teen,  thoiifs^  feamen  inftead  of  twt^ty  thoufand; 
On  this  fubjed,  oppofition  charged  miniftry  with  an 
intention  of  deluding  the  people  to  war,  while  they 
pretended  to  exped  peace ;  but  that  the  hoAilities, 
which  they  deprecated  as  ruinous  in  them&ives, 
would  be  rendered  ftill  more  fatally  deftruftive  by 
defedive  preparation :  thei*e  was  (they  liaid)  either  inr 
adequacy  Offeree  to  the  end  propofed,  or  feeble  and 
pal^  artifice  to  conceal  obvious  intentions  ,*,  , 
ift^liftm.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^he  debate  on  the  addrefe,  .^reatindc- 
cifion  had  appeared  in  the  conduft.of  the  miniften 
He  ftudioufly  avoided  any  farther  difcuffion  on  Ame- 
rican politics j  and  frequently  abfented  bimfelf  from 
the  houfe.  From  thefe  circumftances  it  was  con- 
jeOiured,  that  he  did  not  fully  concur  in  the  .coer- 
cive fyftem  J  and  this  hypothefis  was  b^o  means 
inconfiftent  with  either, his  known  difpofition  or 
abilities*  It  was  prefumed,  that  a  man  of  fuch 
a  conciliating  temper,  and  whofefirft  minifterial 
ad  t  had  bean  conceflion  to  appeafe  the  colonifts, 
could  really  be  no  friend  to  violent  and  irri- 
tating meafures ;  and  that  a  ftatefman  of  his  un- 
doubted talents  could  not, .  from  the  dldates  of  bis 

.  •  See  the  fpeechcs  of  oppofition,  in  Dcbrctt's  Parliamentary 
Pebates  in  December  1774 ;  efpecially  of  Mr.  Foy,  in  a  com- 
mittee of  fupply.  .   •* 
#          *   t  Sec  the  account  of  parliament  1 770,  vol.  i. 

8  ^-  own 
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cwk  uaderftandk^,  devife  or  recommend  fucfa  ads.  ^  ^a  Pj 
Lord  Norths .  it  was  imagined,  could  not  long  be  fo  whp-O^ 
completely  deceived  as  to  faft,  and  lerroneous  in  ar-       '^^ 
gumeat)  9r  the  propofers  of  the  miniilerial  meafures  and.pouc^ ; 
appeared* '  B^ftdes,  it  was Tuppofed  that  his  intelleft  Norths  m. 
was  teD.enlightened^  and  his  mind  too  liberal,  to 
poffi^s-  that  contemptible   obftinacy.  of  charad:ejt 
which  is  incident  to  men  at  the  fame  time  weak  and 
vain,  who  adhere  to  a  plan,  not  becaufe  it  is  proved 
to  be  right,  :but  becaufe  they  had  once  favpured  its 
adoption  *. 

.':'■',  •  •   .     The 

♦  It  has  been  very  often  aff^rted,  and  by  many  believed,  that 
lord  North  oHgirtallj  le^as,  ^nd  alwaya  continued  in  his  private 
fentim^i^  if^i«al  to  the  American  war ;  alth<>ugh  he,  as  prime 
mnj&^r,,  in  every  meafure  of  carrying  it  on,  incurred  the  chief 
refponCbility. .   This  opinion,  as  an  hiftorian,  I  have  not  docu- 
ments either  to  confirm  or  l-efute  with  undoubted  certainty. 
To  thofe  who  would  confine  themfelved  to  comparifon-  of  the 
plans  and  condud  of  government  during  that  awful  period,  with 
the  talentsr  ofu^n  difpdayed  by  his  Iqrdfhip,  tjie  cpnjedure  may 
appear  probable.     But  perfons  who  take  a  candid  view  of  the 
refpeftable'^d  eftimaWe  moral  qualities  of  the  prime-mini-     , 
ftcr,  will  hclptic  in  juftifying  his  wifdom  at  the  expence  of  hi^ 
integrity  }  they  will  fooner  admit  that  a  man  of  genius,  litera- 
ture, and  political  knowledge,  reafqned  falfely  and  a6led  un- 
wifely,  than  that  a  man  of  moral  redlitude  aded  in  deliberate  and 
lailing  oppolltion  to  hisconfcience,  thereby  involving  his  country     • 
in  misfortune.     At  the  fame  time,  I  am  fully  aware  that  there 
M  a  third  hypothecs  puflible,  and  by  many  believed,  if  not  by 
foQie  known  to  be  true.     The  opinion  in  queftion  rather. changes 
the  iituation  I'han  degrades  the  chara£ter  of  lord  North,  by  ce» 
prefenting  him  as  mer;?iy  his  majefly's  firll  commifiioner  of  the 
treafury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  inilead  of  the  prime 
political  counfcUor.     Perfons  of  very  confiderable  refpedabihty^ 
ot  very  high  veneration  for  the  charafter  of  lord  North,  and 

who  with  inviolable  fidelity  adhered  to  him  in  every  viciffitudc  q£ 

fortune. 
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c  u  A  P:      The  theory  of  aa  interior  caboet  mt  revmd ; 

%m^,,'^  and  it  was  afferted,  that  lord  N<Mrth^  thongh^oAcn- 
'774.      j^j  nunifter,  was  really  compelled  to  bbey  tbe  &&t 

U%f9mi     tates  of  a  fecret  juato.    Having,  bowevec^  nofuis- 

*"^  ***  fadory  evidence  that  fuch  .a  cabal  exiSed,  nor  Jtfaat 
9^  a^te  and  eftlmable  nobleman  fobmitted  to  fuch 
H  difgraceful  mancipation,  I  cannot  record  conjee* 
ture  as  a  hiftorical  truth,,  and  muft  narrate  the 
meafures  propofed  or  adopted  by  lord  North  as 
his  own,  becaufe  for  them  he  declared  hhn&lf  re- 
fponfible. 

Until  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  the  minifter  continued 
to  abftain  from  giving  any  determinate  opinion  con- 
cerning American  affairs.  During  the  adjoumtnent, 
the  North  American  merchants  of  London  and  &if- 
tol,  having  more  deeply  confidered  the  confeqiiences 
refuUing  to  theu:  trade,  were  ferioufly  alarmed  ;  as 
were  alfo  the  manufa&urers  of  Bimfinghanu  Meet- 
ings were  called,  and  petitions  to  parliament  were 
prepared  by  thefe  bodies,  reprefenting  the  great 


fortune,  have  giten  their  opinion,  that  he  was  not  really  itiini- 
ftefy  but  the  official  executor  of  pofitive  commands*  I  am 
aware  alfo,  that  in  this  aflertion  they  afe  faid  to  proceed,  not 
merely  on  general  inferences,  but  on  fpccific  evidence.  From 
the  nature  of  the  alleged  documewts,  I  know  well  that  if 
they  exitt,  they  cannot  at  prcfent  be  made  public.  If  the  truth 
of  this  account  were  cftablifhed,  wefhould,  indeed,  hayetocon- 
fider  his  lordfhip  as  officiary  obeying  orders,  but  not  as  vohin- 
fftrily  propofing  counfels :  this,  perhaps,  might  excufe  him  as 
the  fenrant  of  a  matter,  but  would  not  be  fufficient  to  ^quit  him 
is  tttembcr  ol"*  deliberative  affembly.  Even  in  this  laft  vicwr, 
|iatBiatioU8  might  be  found  to  apologize  to  the  indulgent,  though 
it  ttiight  be  more  difficult  to  difcover  fafts  and  arguments  which 
wciidd  fattsfy  thrrigidly  juft. 

loffes 
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loffes  which  they  had  fuftained  from  the  fufpen-  chap. 
fion  of  traffic,  the  immenfe  futns  due  fromAme-  -^^.^^ 
rica,  and  the  ruin  that  muft  accrue  to  them  unlefs  774.  . 
intercourfe  fhould  be  fpecdily  re-opened  with  tl^e  co-  pretnted 
lonies*  They  were  prefented  as  foon  as  parliament  ^,^J^^^'^ 
met ;  and  alfo  petitions  from  rarious  other  bodies  American  , 

merchants 

and  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  Weft  India  mer-  to  .ariia- 
chants  and  planters  fiated  how  deeply  they  were  Thcuia^. 
concerned  in  this  difpute,  as  the  fugar  iflands 
not  only  drew  a  great  part  of  their  provifions  from 
America,  but  were  fupplied  with  lumber  from  thence^ 
for  which  they  bartered  their  rum  and  fugars ;  fo 
that  an  interruption  of  the  intercourfe  between  the 
Britifli  American  continent  and  thofe  iflands,  was 
likely  not  only  to  deprive  the  latter  of  the  means 
of  fending  their  produce  to  Europe,  but  to  caufe  a 
great  body  of  people  to  perrffi  for  want  of  fufte- 
nance.  The  various  petitions  w^re  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe ;  but,  from  the  little  attenriori 
that  was  paid  to  them,  it  was  called  fbe  committee 
of  oblivion.  The  petition  from  the  congrefs  to  the 
king  had  been  tranfmitted  jto  London ;  his  majefty 
refufed  to  receive  it  from  a  body  of  which  he  could 
not  acknowledge  the  legality,  but  referred  it  to 
parliaments  On  the  26th  of  January,  fir,  George 
Saville  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe  from  three 
American  agents,  praying  to  be  heard  on  the  fub- 
jcft  of  the  petition  prefented  by  them  from  the  con-.  . 
grefs  to  the  king,  and  which  his  majefty  had  re- 
ferred to  the  houfe.  Aliearing  was  refufed  by. the  aredifmifl^d 
commons  on  the  fame  ground,  that  no  attention  hl^in**g/ 
could  be  paid  to  that  petition  without  acknotirledg- 
ing  the  authority  of  the  meeting.  \ 

Vol  IL  (^  The 
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,c  H  A  p.       The  opponents  of  coercion  now  received  a  rail- 
v^i-v-^  forcemeat  of  genius,  eloquence,  and  political  wif- 
«775.      dom,  by  the  appearance  of  lord  Chatham  in  the 
J^m.  though  houfe  t)f  lords,  after  an  abfence  of  feverat  years. 
bfi^S    '^^^  illuftrious  ftatefman,  who  had  carried  the  pro- 
returnt  to      fperity  and  glory  of  his  country  to  fo  exalted  a  jMtcb, 
now  left  the  fick  room,  that  he  might  try  to  avert 
the  evils  with  which  it  was  threatened,  from  the 
feeble,  fluftuating,  and  erroneous  policy  of  his  fuc- 
ceffors  in  adminiftration.     Lord  Dartmouth,  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  for  the  American  department,  having 
laid  fundry  papers  before  the  houfe  relative  to  the 
ftate  of  affairs  in  America,  Lord  Chatham  moved 
an  addrefs  to  the  king  for  recalling  the  troops  from 
HU  Intro.     Bofton.     The  fpeech  that  introduced  the  motion 
fytcch.        was  replete  with  that  forcible,  brilliant,  and  impref- 
five  eloquence,  which  during  forty  years  had  de- 
lighted, inftrucked,  and  aftoniftied  parliament.  "  The 
Americans,  (faid  he,)  fore  under  injuries  and  irri-' 
tated  by  wrongs,  ftript  of  their  inborn  rights  and 
deareft  privileges',  have  refifted  oppreffion,  and  en- 
tered  into  confederacies  for  preferving  their  com- 
mon liberties.     Under  this  idea,  the  colonifts  have 
appointed  men  competent  to  fo  great  an  undertaking, 
to  confider  and  devife  the  moft  effeftual  means  for 
maintaining- fo  ineftimable  a  bleffing.     Invefted,\vith 
this  right  by  the  choice  of  a  free  people,  thefe  dele- 
^      gates  have  deliberated  with  prudence,  with  wifdom, 
and  with  fpirit  j  j^i^d,  m  confcquence  of  thefe  deli- 
berations, have  addreffed  the  juftice  and  the  honour 
of  their  country.     This  is  their  fault,  this  is  their 
crime ;  they  have  petitioned  for  that,  without  which 
a  free  people  cannot  poflibly  exift.     Much  has  beeA 

feid 
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CHAP. 
XIV, 


feid  of  late  about  the  authority  of  parliament.     Its 
aSs  are  held  up  as  facred  edids  demanding  impli- 
cit fubmiffion,  becaufe,  if  the  fupreme  power  does       *77$ 
not  lodge  fomewhere  operatively  and'  efFedively, 
thare  muft  be  an  end  of  all  legiflation.     But  they 
who  thus  argue,  or  rather  dogmatize,  do  not  fee 
the  whole  of  this  queftipn  on  great,  wife,  and  libe- 
ral grounds.     In  every  free  ftate,  the  conftitution 
is  fixed,  and  all  legiflative  power  and  authority, 
wherefoever  placed,  either  in  coUeftive  bodies  or 
individuals,  muft  be  derived  under  that  eftablifhed 
polity  from  which  they  are  framed.     Therefore, 
however  ftrong  and  effeftive  afts  of  legiflation  may 
be  when  they  are  formed  in  the  fpirit  of  this  confti-     . 
tution,  yet  when  they  refift  its  principles,  or  coun- 
teract its  provifions,  they  attack  .their  own  founda* 
tion ;  for  it  is  the  conftitution,  and  the  conftitution 
only,  which  limits  both  fovereignty  and  allegiance. 
This  dodrine  is  no  temporary  doftrine  taken  upon 
particular  occafions.  to  anfwer  particular  purpofes,, 
it  is  involved  in  no  metaphyfical  doubts  and  intri- 
cacies, but  clear,  precife,  and  determinate:   it  is 
recorded  in 'all  our  law-books  ;  it  is  written  in  the 
great  volume  of  nature ;  it  is  the  eflential  and.  un- 
alterable Vight  of  Engliflimen,  and  accords  vnth  all 
the  principles  of  juftice  and  civil  policy,  which 
neither  armed  force  on  the  one  fide,  nor  fubmif- 
fion on  the  other,  can  upon   any  occafion  eradi- 
cate.      Dreadful  will  be  the  efFefts  of  coercive 
meafures.     Government  has  fent  an  armed  force  of 
above  feventeen  thoufand  men,  to  dragoon  the  Bof- 
tonians  into  what  is  called  their  duty.     Minifters, 
io  far  firom  turning  their  eyes  to  the  impolicy  and 
Qjt  dreadful 
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CHAP,  dreadful  confiequences  of  this  fcheme,  are  canftantly 
w-v^  fending  out  more  troops,  and  declaring,  in  the 
i775«  language  of  menace,  that  if  feventeen  thoufand 
men  cannot,  fifty  thoufand  fhall,  enforce  obedience. 
So  powerful  an  army  may  rayage  the  country,  and 
wafle^and  deflroy  as  they  march  ;  but,  in  the  pro« 
grefs  of  feventeen  hundred  miles,  c^  they  occupy 
the  places  that  they  have  paffed  ?  Will  not  a  country 
which  can  produce  three  millions  of  people,  wronged 
and  infulted  as  they  are,  ftart  up  like  hydras  in 
every  comer,  and  gather  frefh  fliength  firom  irelh 
oppofition*  V*  In  this  iituation  and  profped,  he  .pro. 
pofed  that  a  petition  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  ma- 
jefly  to  recal  the  army  from  Bofton,  as  the  pre^ 
fent  pofition  of  the  troops  rendered  them  and  the 
Americans  continually  liable  to  events  which  would 
prevent  the  poiBbility  of  re-eftablifhing^  concord, 
This  well-timed  mark  of'affedion  and  good*will  on 
our  fide,  would  remove  all  jealoufy  and  apprehen* 
fion  on  the  other,  and  produce  the  happiefl  eff«ds 
to  both.  If  we  confulted  either  our  intereft  or  our 
dignity,  the  firft  advances  to  peace  fhould  com^ 
from  Britain,  ^*  If  the  minifters,  on  the  contrary, 
perfevere  in  their  prefent  meafures,  I  will  not  (faid 
he)  aflert  that  the  king  is  betrayed,  bqt  I  will  pro* 
nounce  that  the  kingdom  is  undone,  I  have  crawled 
to  tell  you  my  opinion )  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give 
the  whole  of  my  ejcperience  and  counfel  to  my 
country  at  all  times,  but  more  particularly  when 
it  fo  much  needs  political  guidance.  Having  thus 
entered  on  the  threiliold  of  this  hufinefs,  I  will 

♦  Sec  Parlianicntary  Debates,  January  20,  I775» 

knock 
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knock  at  your  gates  fof  juftice,  and  never  flop,  chap.. 
unlefs  infirmities  ftould  nail  me  to  my  bed,  until  I  kJ^^^^L^ 
have  at  Icaft  employed  every  means  in  my  power  to      '775- 
heal  thofe  unhappy  divifions.      Every  motive  of 
equity  and  of  policy,  of  dignity  and  of  prudence^ 
urges  you  to  allay  the  ferpent  iil  America,  by  a  re* 
moval  of  your  troops  from  Bofton,  by  a  repeal  of 
your  ads  of  pailiament,  and  by  a  demonftration  of 
amicable  difpofitions  toward  your  colonies.     On  the  ^ 
other  hai^d,  every  danger  impends  to  deter  you  from 
perfeverancc  in  your  prefent  ruinous  meafures*    Fo- 
reign war  hangs  over  your  heads  by  a  flight  and 
brittle  thread ;  France  and  Spain  are  watching  your 
condu£k,  and  waiting  for  the  maturity  of  your  errors/' 
His  prefent  motion,  lord  Chatham  laid,  he  had  formed 
for  a  folid,  honourable,  and  lafting  fettlement  be- 
tween Britain  and  America.     This  firft  fpeech  of 
his  lordfliip  on  the  minifterial  projeft  of  America, 
dilated  by  comprehenfive   wifdom,  operating  on 
accurate  and  extenfive  political  knowledge,  made 
little  imprefllon  on  the  majority  of  the  houfe.     The 
peers  who  fupported  adminiftration  exprefled  them* 
felves  in  high  and  decifive  language ;  they  feverely 
reprobated  the  condud  of  the  Americans,  and  af- 
ferted  that  all  conciliatory  means  had  proved  inef- 
fedoal :  it  was  high  time  (they  faid)  for  the  mother- 
country  to  aflert  her  authority  ;  conceflion,  in  thet 
prefent  cafe,  would  defeat  its  own  objeft;    the 
navigation-aft,  and  all  other  laws  that  form  the 
great  bails  on  which  thofe  advantages  r^ft,  ai:d 
the  true  interefts  of  both  countries  depend,  would 
Ma  vidiiti  to  th<e^  inter^ftedand  ambitious  views 
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CHAP,   of  America.    In  a  word,  it  was  declared  that  the 

xiv» 
^..^.-v^   mother-country  ihould  never  relax  till  America  con-i 

*77S-  feffed  our  fupremacy ;  and  it  was  avowed  to  be  the 
minifterial  refolution  to  enforce  obedience  by  arms. 
Hij  plan  of  xhe  motion  was  negadved  by  a  great  majority ;  but 
lord  Chatham,  not  difcouraged  by  the  rejedion  of 
his  introduftory  motion,  perfevercd  in  profecuting 
his  fcheme  of  conciliation  ^  for  which  purpofe  he 
laid  before  the  houfe  the  outlines  of  a  bill,  under  the 
title  of  "  A  provincial  aft  for  fettling  the  troubles 
in  America,  and  for  afierting  the  fupreme  legiUative 
authority  and  fuperintending  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain over  the  colonies/'  It  propofed  to  repeal  all 
the  ftatutes  which  had  been  paiTed  in  the  former  fef- 
fion  relative  to  America ;  in  which  were  included 
the  Quebec  aft,  and  another  law  that  regulated 
the  quartering  of  foldiers;  alfo  to  refcind  eight 
afts  of  parliament,  pafled  in  the  prefent  reign 
from  the  fourth  year  to  the  twelfth.  It  propofed 
to  reflrain.  the  powers  of  the  admiralty  and  vice- 
admiralty  courts  in  America  within  their  ancient 
limits,  and  to  eflablifh  the  trial  by  jury  in  all 
fuch  civil  cafes  in  which  it  had  been  lately  abo- 
lished; the  judges  to  hold  their  offices  and  fa- 
brics as  in  England,  quafndiu  fe  bene  geJferinU  It 
declared  the  colonies  in  America  to  be  juftly  en- 
titled to  the  privileges,  franchifes,  and  immimi- 
ties  granted  by  their  feveral  charters  or  conftitUr 
tions ;  aivd  that  fuch  charters  ought  not  to  be 
invaded  or  refumed,  unlefs  for  fome  legal  grounds 
of  forfeiture.  But  while  his  bill  took  thefe  fteps  to 
fatisfy  the  colonies,  it  vindicated  the  fupremacy  of 

Great 
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CHAP. 

XIV. 


Great  Britain ;  expreffed  the  dependence  of  Ame* 
rica  on  the  parent-country  * ;  aflerted,  as  an  un- 
doubted prerogative,  the  king's  "right  to  fend  any  '77s 
part  of  the  legal  army  to  whatever  ftation  in  his  do* 
minions  he  judged  expedient  for  the  public  good, 
and  condemned  a  paflage  in  the  petition  of  the  ge- 
neral congrefs  which  queftioncd  that  right :  on  the 
other  hand  it  declared,  that  no  military  force,  how* 
ever  legally  raifed  and  kept,  can  ever  be  conftitution- 
ally  employed  to  violate  and  deftroy  the  juft  rights 
of  the  people.  His  lordfliip,  aware  of  the  many  and 
complicated  materials  of  his  bill,  requefted  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  houfe  to  digeft,  and  reduce  them 
to  the  form  beft  fuited  to  the  dignity  and  import- 
ance of  the  fubjed.  He  deprecated  the  effefts 
of  party  or  prejudice,  fadlious  fpleen,    or  blind 

*  The  colonies  of  America^  it  fet  forth,  have  been,  iu-e»  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  dependent  upon  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  and  fubordinate  to  the  Britifli  parliament ;  and 
that  the  king's  mod  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  commond^ 
in  parliament  afTembled,  had,  have,  and  of  right  ought  to  havct 
full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws  and  ftatutes  of  fufijcient 
force  and  validity  to  bind  the  people  of  the  Britifh  colonies' in 
America,  in  all  matters  touching  the  general  weal  ofthc  whole 
dominions  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  beyond 
the  competency  of  the  local  reprefentatives  of  a  diftinft  colony  ; 
and,  moil  efpecially,  an  indubitable  and  indifpenfable  right  to 
make  and  ordain  laws  for  regulating  navigation  and  trade  through- 
oirt  the  complicated  fyftem  of  Britifh  commerce  ;  the  deep  po- 
licy of  fuch  precedent  a6^s  upholding  the  guardian  navy  of  the^ 
whole  Bri|i9^  empire ;  and  that  all  fubje^is  in  the  colonies  are 
bound,  ia  duty  and  allegiance,  duly  to  recognize  and  obey  (and 
they  are  hereby  required  fo  to  do)  the  fuprenie  legiflative  autho^ 
rity  and  fuperintending  power  of  the  parliament  pf  Great  Bri-  • 
lain.  .        ^ 

0^4*'  predi- 
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CHAP,    predileftion.    Though  a  fuperficial  view  might  re- 

v,^,.^  prefent  this  as  a  bill  of  conceflion  folely,  juft  and  ac- 
>775*  curate  examination  would  difcover  it  to  be  alfo  a  bill 
of  aflertion.  This  proportion  imderwent  a  great 
diverfity  of  difcuffion  :  the  variety  and  multiplicity 
of  important  objeds  comprifed  in  it  were  alleged  to 
be  much  too  numerous  for  being  the  fubjeft  of  one 
aft ;  each  of  the  obje£ls  deferved  a  fepars^e  confi- 
deration^  and  ought  to  be  inveftigated  with  the  moft 
fcrutinizing  accuracy.  The  minifterial  lords  were 
indeed  extremely  violent  in  oppoiing  the  bill ;  they 
afferted,  that  it  granted  to  the  Americans  whatever 
they  wanted,  without  fecuring  the  rights  of  the 
Britiih  legiflature.  The  colonifts  had  manifefted 
a  rebellious  and  hoflile  difpofition,  and  it  would  be 
grofsly  impolitic  to  make  conceflions  to  fubje&s  who 
had  -ftiewn  a  refolution  to  revolt.  In  their  ftriftures 
on  the  bill,  fome  minifterial  lords,  without  regard- 
ing the  charadter,  age,  and  fervices  of  its  illuftrious 
author,  indulged  themfelves  in  petulant  perfonalities, 
which  anfwered  no  other  purpofe  than  to  roufe  the 
generous  indignation  merited  by  that  folly  which 
wantonly  provokes  fuperfor  power.  He  again  pre-, 
difted,  that  fo  violent  a  fyftem  would  drive  Ame* 
rica  to  a. total  feparation  from  Great  Britain :  foreign 
rivals  were  regarding  the  proceedings  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  with  the  moft  vigilant  attention, 
and  entertaining  fanguine  hopes  of  the  redudion  of 
our  power,  and  the  difmemberraent  of  our  empire^ 
through  the  incapacity  and  infatuation  of  our  mini- 
fters;  though  cautioufly  forbearing  interference,  until, 
by  perfeverance  in  our  ruinous  plan,  the  colonies  were 
completely  feparated  from  the  mother-country.  Such . 

.  were 
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were  the  conclufions  and  predidions  of  confummate  chap. 
wifdom  ;  but  they  were  difregarded,  and  the  pro-  ^.m^,'^ 
pofitions  for  terminating  the  diffenfions  between,     '77$* 
Britain  and  America  were  rejeded  by  a  great  ma*  is  njeaed. 
jorlty. 

The  honfe  of  commons  breathed  a  fpirit  of  co* 
ercion  no  lefs  vehement  than  that  of  the  houfe  of 
peers.     On  the  3d  'df  February,  the  minifter  moved 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  declaring  Maifachufets  Bay 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  and  detailing  the  a&s 
from  which  he  attempted  to  juftify  his  aifertion : 
they  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged   by 
unlawful  combinations  in  other  colonies,  to  the  in- 
jury and  oppreffion  of  many  of  their  innocent  fel- 
low-fubje£ts  refident  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  reft  of  his  majefty's  dominions;  and 
tTieir  conduQ:  was  more  inexcufable,  as  the  par- 
liament of  Britain  had  conduced  itfelf  with  fuch 
moderation  toward  the  Americans;    but  though 
ready  to  redrefs  real  grievances,  dutifully  and  con- 
ftitutionalhy  fubmitted  to  parliament,  they  would 
not/elinquifli  the  fovereign  authority  which  the  le- 
giflature  poffeflTed  over  the  colonies.     The  addrefa 
befought  his    majefty  to  take  the  moft  efFedual 
meafures  to  enforce  obedience ;  and  affured  him  of 
the  fixed  refolution  of  the  addreffers,  at  the  hazard 
of  their  lives  and  properties,  to  ftand  by  hismajefty, 
againft  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the  maintenance  of 
his  rights  and  thofe  of  the  two  houfes   of  parlia- 
ment.    This   was  a  very  momentous  motion,  the 
fate  of  which,  it  was  forefeen,  muft  in  a  great  mea-* 
fare  determine  whether  there  would  or  would  not 
be  a  civil  war  ;  for  were  the  provincials  declared  to 
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be  rebels,  it  was  very  probable  that  they  would 
be  hurried  to  adual  revolt.  The  addrefs  met  with 
ftrong  oppofition  ;  Mr.  Dunning  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  Americans  were  not  in  rebellion, 
and  fupported  his  affertion  by  an  appeal  to  legal 
definitions,  which,  he  contended,  did  not  apply  to 
any  of  the  afts  in  Maflachufets.  The  addrefs  to 
the  fovereign  contained  a  charge  againft  fellow- 
fubjgfti  that  was  not  true,  and  aflced  him  to  pro- 
fecute  a  crime  which  had  not  been  committed, 
Mr.  Thurlow,  the  attorney-general,  affirmed  that 
the  Americans  were  traitors  and  rebels,  but  did  not 
prove  his  pofition  from  a  comparifon  of  their  con- 
duft  with  the  treafon  laws.  Miniflerial  members 
endeavoured  to  Ihew  that  they  were  both  rebels 
and  cowards ;  colonel  Grant,  in  particular,  told 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  often  a£ted  in  the  fame 
fervice  with  the  Americans  ;  he  knew  them  well, 
and  from  that  knowledge  would  venture  to  predift, 
that  they  would  never  dare  to  face  an  Englifli 
army,  as  being  deftitute  of  every  requifite  to 
conftitute  good  foldiers:  by  their  lazinefs,  un- 
cleanlinefs,  or  radical  defeft  of  conftitution,  they 
were  incapable  of  going  through  the  fervice  of  a 
campaign,  and  would  melt  away  with  ficknefs  before 
they  could  fece  an  enemy ;  fo  that  a  very  flight 
force  would  be  more  than  fufficient  for  their  com- 
plete reduftion.  Many  ludicrous  ftories  were  told 
of  their  cowardice,  greatly  to  the  entertainment  of 
tTie  minifterial  members,  who  were  all  confident 
fhat  America  would  make  a  (hort  and  feeble  re- 
fiftance.      Mr.  Fox   moft  eminently  diftinguifhed 

himfelf, 


UEIGN  OIF  GEORGE  m.  235 

himfelf,  not  only  by  the  force  of  his  reafoning  and  c  ha  p. 

eloquence,  but  by  the  depth  of  his  fagacity,  which  JL^Y:.^ 
with  a  prophetic  accuracy  marked  the  confequcnces       ^77s- 

of  the  propofed  meafure.   It  would  create  the  rebel-  tionHr 

lion,  which  now,  without  grounds,  was  declared  to  *^'- f«« 

•  n  mi  •     •  n       •    1     •     r  /•       r»  •  i  «»  the  in- 

exilt  The  minifterial  mferences  refpeciing  the  fpmng 
cowardice. of  the  Americans  were  founded  upon  ubaiy.^ 
falfe  and  futile  premifes,  and  refted  on  the  reports 
of  officers  who  had  ferved  with  them  in  the  war 
againft  the  French.  The  provincials  had  certainly 
not  behaved  with  that  uniform  valour  which  was 
difplayed  by  the  regular  troops,  but  then  they  con- 
fidered  themfelves  as  auxiliaries,  not  as  principals. 
The  military  operations  were  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Britilh  empire ;  whereas,  if  now  driven  to  war, 
they  were  to  fight,  according  to  their  conception, 
for  their  own  liberty  and  property,  againft  ufurpation 
and  tyranny.  Thofe  perfons  muft  have  attended 
little  to  the  paffions,  and  the  hiftory  of  human  con- 
duft,  who  concluded,  that  becaufe  men  were  not 
always  difpofed  to  fight  valiantly  for  others,  they 
therefore  would  not  fight  valiantly  for  themfelves. 
"  Perufe  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  the  hiftory  of  contefts  for 
freedom ;  you  will  find  that  every  people  infpired  ' 

with  manly  virtue  enough  to  value  and  defire 
liberty,  has  always  difplayed  energy  and  courage  in 
afferting  their  right  to  fo  ineftimable  a  blefling: 
the  Americans  will  fight  when  infpired  by  fo  powers 
ful  a  motive."  He  concluded  with*  moving  aa 
amendment,  to  leave  out  all  but  the  preliminary 
words  of  the  addrefs,  and  to  fubftitute  after  them 
the  following :  '^  But,  deploring  that  the  informal 
lion  which  they  (the  papers  laid  before  the  houfe) 
2  had 
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had  atforded,    ferved  only  to  convince  the  hotife 

that  the  meafures  taken  by  his  majefly's  ferrants 

»77$.       tended  rather  to  widen  than  to  heal  the  unhappy 

differences  between  Great  Britain  and  America." 

Mifcchu.     The  arcniments  and  exertions  of  that  extraordinary 

fcM  Bay  ()«•  o  r  t.     1  Ml  *•    »      J  J     r 

cUred  CO  be  fenator  were  of  httle  avail  $  the  propofed  adorels 
'"*  *^*  was  carried  by  a  great  majority,  and  was  equally 
fuccefsful  in  the  houfc  of  peers.  Eighteen  lords 
entered  into  a  proteft  againft  a  mcafure,  which 
they  affirmed  to  amomit  to  a  declaration  of  war : 
the  hoftile  manifefto  was  not,  they  afferted,  juf- 
tified  by  evidence ;  the  afts  of  parliament^affeS- 
ing  Maflachufet^  Bay  were  'real  grievances  ;  and 
thofe  continuing  unrepealed,  the  Americans  had  no 
reafon  tp  confide  in  general  affurances  of  redrefs : 
we  had  refund  to  liften  to  their  petitions ;  we  would 
receive  no  information  but  from  one  fide;  we 
punifhed  without  inquiry,  and  branded  vrith  the 
name  of  rebels  thofe  who  remonftrated  againft  fuch 
unjuft  and  illegal  punifhment.  The  diiTentients 
further  objefted  to  the  addrefs,  that  the  means  of 
enforcing  the  authority  of  the  Bridih  legiflature  was 
confined  to  perfons  whofe  capacity  for  that  purpofe 
was  doubtful,  and  who  had  hitherto  employed  no 
eflfeftual  meafures  for  conciliating  or  reducing  the 
oppofers  of  that  authority.  This  proteft,  which  is 
in  faft  a  deprecation  of  the  war  from  which  Bri- 
tain has  fince^fuffered  fo  much  calamity,  concluded 
with  the  following  words :  "  Parliament  has  never 
refuted  any  of  their  [the  minifters]  propofals,  and 
yet  our  affairs  have  proceeded  daily  from  bad  to 
worfe,  until  we  have  been  brought,  flep  by  ftep,  to 
that  ftate  of  confufion,  and  even  civil  violence, 

which 
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which  was   the  natural   rcfiilt  of  fuch   defperate  ^  ^^  ^ 
meafures.     We  therefore  proteft  againft  an  addmfs  ^-^--i*/ 
amounting  to  a  declaration  of  war^  which  is  founded      '^^* 
on  no  proper  parliamentary  information,  which  wag 
introduced  by  refufitig  to  fulFer  the  presentation  of 
petitions  againfl  it  (although  it  be  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  fubjeft  to  prefent  the  fame),  which  fol- 
lowed the  rejedtion  of  every  mode  of  conciliation^ 
which  holds  out  no  fubftantial  oflFer  of  redrefs  of 
grievances,  and   which  promifes  fupport  to  thofe 
minifters  who  have  inflamed  America,  and  grofsly 
mifconduded  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  */' 

In  confet}uence  of  this  addrefs,  his  majefly  fent  M«ir«ge  . 
a  meflage  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  intimating  his  ^^ft*!!*,^. 
refolution,  in  compliance  with  the  wiihes  of  his  par^  ^"'"^'"s  >« 
liament,  to  take  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effedual  mea-  auon  o^ 
fares  for  fupporting  the  juft  rights  of  the  crown  and  ^^'"*' 
legiflatAre,  and  that  fome  augmentation  of  his  forces 
by  feaand  land  would  ha  neceiTary  for  this  purpofd 
Accordingly,  an  increafe  both  of  the  army  and  navy 
was  voted ;  and  reafon  was  given  to  expe^l  that  a 
greater  number  would  be  required  in  the  courfe  of 
the  feilion.     Oppofttion  infifted,  that  the  minifterial 
mode  of  fending  fmall  bodies  to  America  was  totallf 
inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of  the  coercion  which         i 
tljey  fo  madly  fought ;  their  violent  counfela  would 
drive  the  Americans  to  revolt,  while  their  feeble  and 
tardy  preparations  would  be  ineffeftual  to  the  fup* 
predion  of  the  difturbances.     Minifters,  in  difcufling 
this  as  well  as  other  queftions,  formed  their  conclu- 
fions  on  a  prefumption  that  the  Americans  were 

^  Debretl'^  Parlisiineutsdy  Papers,  tel.  oi.  p.  5i6--r5i8« 

cowards ; 
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CHAP,  cowards  i  and  continued  toexprefs  the  certainty  of 
._^^J-^   reducing  all  the  other  colonies  to  obedience,  by 
1775-      merely  commencing  military  operations  in  Maifacbu- 
fets  Bay.     While  minifters  were  proceeding  in  pre- 
paring to  compel  obedience  by  means  of  a  military 
force,  they  endeavoured  to  promote  the  fame  by  other 
means.   .  With  this  view  it  was  refolved,  until  they 
fliould  become  fubmii&ve,  to  withhold  from  them 
one  of  their  chief  fources  of  fubfiftence. 
Finfof-  fhe  northern   provinces   had  derived  effential 

theNew"^    benefits    from   the   Newfoundland    fifheries.      In 
F^ilcM      a  country  not  very  produdive  in  com,  a  great  part 
^m  com-      £  ^jjg  livelihood  of  the  poor  was  drawn  from  the 
^^T*        ocean ;  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  fiihermen,  < : 
and  had  no  other  means  of  purchafing  flour  and 
other  neceffaries  of  life,  but  from  the  proceeds  of  that  ' 
occupation.      Their  fifheries  were,  moreover,  the  . 
means  of  fuftaining  a  race  of  feamen ;  they  were  ;. 
allowed  to  carry  their  cargoes  to  any  port  fouth  of  l. 
Cape  Finifterre,  and  were  accuftomed  to  fupply    . 
Spain  and  Portugal  with  iifli  during  the  feafonof  ; 
Lent.      The  minifter  thought  that  by  debarring  •  - 
them  from  feeking  fo  material  an  article  of  thdr 
food  where  it  was  mod  likely  to  be  found,  he  c, 
fhould  at  length  bring  them  to  that  compliance  >. 
which  his  other  fchemes  had  fucceffively  failed  to  ^ 
produce.     He  therefore,  on  the  loth  of  February,    ^ 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reftrain  the    . 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  of  Maffiichu-  ^ 
fets  Bay  and  New  Hampihire,  the  colonies  of  Con-    , 
nefticut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  and  ProvideiKe  Plant-   ., 
ation,  in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Britiih  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  j  and  to 

prohibit 
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prohibit  fuch  provinces  and  colonies  from  carrying  on 
any  fiihery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other 
places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  con-      ^775. 
ditions,  and  for  a  limited  time.     In  fupport  of  the 
propofed  bill,  plaufible  arguments  were  adduced : 
the  Americans  had  refufed  to  trade  with  this  king- 
dom, it  was  therefore  juft  that  we  fhould  not  fuifer 
them  to  trade  with  any  other  country ;  the  rcftraints 
of  the  aft  of  navigation  were  their  charter ;  and  the 
fcveral  permiffions  to  deviate  from  that  law,  were 
fo  many  afts  of  grace  and  favour,,  all  of  which, 
when-  they  ceafed  to  be  merited  by  the  colonies, 
ought  to.  be  revoked  by  the  legiflature.     The  fife- 
eries  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundlandi  as  well  as  all 
others   in  North  America,    were  the   undoubted 
right  of  Great  Britain,  and  fhe  might  accordingly 
difpofe  of  them  as  fhe  pleafed;  as  both  houfes  had 
declared  Maffachufets  Bay  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebel- 
lion, it  was  but  juft  and  reafonable  to  deprive  it  of  a 
benefit  which  it  before  enjoyed  only  by^indulgence. 
The  bill,  its  framer  propofed,  ihould  be  only  tem- 
porary 5  and  particular  perfons  might  be  excepted, 
fliould  they  obtain  certificates  from  the  governor  of 
their  province  that  their  behaviour  was  loyal  and 
peaceable,  or  fliould  they  fubfcribe  a  teft  acknow- 
ledging the  fupremacy  of  parliament*  It  was  proper 
to  include  the  other  colonies  in  the  prohibitions  im- 
pofed  upon  Maffachufets ;  New  Hampftiire,  Con- 
neaicnt,  and  Rhode  Ifland,  bordered  on  that  pro- 
vince ;  and,  unlefs  the  privation  extended  to  them, 
the  purpofes  of  the  ad  would  be  defeated :  befideg, 
thougfi  the  people  had  not  broken  out  in  aftual  vio- 
lence, they  had  manifefted  ^  difpoiition  to  aflift  the 

Boftoniana, 
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^j^j^P-  Boftonians*    The  bill  was  veryftrongly  oppofed: 
*»i^-"»^-"*'^  its  principle  was  alleged  to  involve  the  innocent 
*^'^      vrith   the  guilty;    to  impoveriih  and  flarve  four 
provinces,  becanfe  one  was  afferted  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  rd^eliion.     Its  impugners  did  not  admit  the  doc- 
trine  of  its  fupporters,  that  the  vicinity  of  one  pro- 
vince to  another  adually  in  rebellion,  is  a  juft  reafon 
for  including  the  inhabitants  of  the  tranquil  pro- 
vince in  the  punifhment.     It  was,  befides,  cruel 
to  deprive  poor  wretches  of  their  hard-earned  live- 
lihood,   and  the  exception  of  thofe    whom  the. 
governor  might  think  proper  to   favour,  would 
only  intro^tice  a  Icandaloas  partiaUty,  and  per- 
nicious monopoly ;  but  the  plan  was  inexpedient 
as  well  as  unjuft,  and  would  be  extremely  hurtful 
to  the  merchants  of  Britain.    New  Engldiifei 
them  a  great  balance,  and  had  no  oth 
difcharging  the  debt,  than  through  the 
the  trade  which  it  circuitoufly  producet 
eries  would  be  loft  to  us,  and  transferred  t 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coafts,  to  prevent 
from  ftarving,  muft  have  recouxie  to  otj 
dons,  and  were  the  provinces  driven  to 
become  foldiers.    Thus  we  provoked  r> 
one  fet  of  unjuft  afb,  and  recruited  tb 
army  by  another.    Various  petitions  were 
by  i^ercbants  trading  to  America,  ftating  i 
tile  bill  even  to  our  own  fiiheries,  as  well : 
merce  in  general.    The  expofti^lations, 
produced  no  effe&,  and  the  bill  was  pd 
great  majority  in  bodi  houfes  *.    A  pra 

♦  It  was  on  the  dircuflioti  of  this  queftion,  Gib 
ttS|  that  Mfk  Fox  firit  znanifcfted  to  parliament  the  e 
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hdnfe  of  peers,  after  detaiKng  the  various  6bje£lions  ^' "iv.^* 
to  the  principles  and  provifions  of  tins  meafure, 
contains  the  following  very  ftdking  remark  on  the 
conduct  of  minillry:  "  That  government  which 
attempts  to  preferve  its  authority  by  deftroying  the 
trade  of  its  fubjeds,  and  by  involving  the  innocent; 
and  the  guilty  in  one  common  ruin,  if  it  zdi  from 
a  choice  of  fuch  means,  confeflfes  itfelf  unworthy  ; 
if  from  inability  to  find  any  other,  admits  itfelf 
wholly  incompetent  to  the  end  of  its.inftitution/' 

While  adminiftration  appeared  bent  on  purfuing  Pfa»«  of 
the  mof):  coercive  meafures,  lord  North  propofed  forcondUa- 
a  law,  which,  being  profefledly  conciliatory,  afto-  AmJS^ 
niihed  not  only  oppoiition,  but  many  of  the  adhe* 
rents  of  minifters*  The  bill,  however,  was  founded 
on  a  pofition  implied  in  the  addrefs,  ^'  that  there 
was  a  great  want  of  unanimity  in  the  colonies/'  On 
hat  principle  it  had  been  declared,  that  ^^  whenever 
tny  of  the  colonies  fhall  make  a  proper  application 
:o  us,  we  fhall  be  ready  to  afford  them  every  jufl 
md  reafonable  indulgence."  He  therefore  propofed, 
:hat  when  any  of  the  colonies  fhould  proffer,  accord- 
jig  to  their  abilities,  to  raife  their  due  proportion 
towards  the 'common  defence  (the  affeffment  to  be 
raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  affembly  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  to  be  difpo&ble  by  parliament),  and  when 


force  and  extent  of  his  talents.  **  The  principal  men,  both  da)'s, 
wrcre  Fox  and  Wedderburne,  on  the  oppofite  fides ;  the  latter 
difplayed  his  ufual  talents  :  the  former,  ta^iiig  the  vaft  compafs 
of  the  queftioQ  before  usy  difcovered  powers  for  regular  debate> 
which  neither  his  friends  hoped,  nor  his  enemies  dreaded."  See 
Gibbon's  Letter  to  lord  Sheffield,  1775. 

Vol.  II.  R*  fuch 
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e  H  A  p:  fitch  colony  fitonld  alio  engage  to  provide  for  the 
x^i^^.^  (apport  of  its  civil  government  and  the  adminillra- 
' '  75-  tion  of  juftice,  parliament  (hould  forbear  the  exaClion 
of  duties  or  taxes,  except  fuch  as  (hould  be  ne« 
ceflary  for  the  regulation  of  trade.  It  vtras  frt- 
quently  the  fete  of  lord  North's  meafures,  both 
deliberative  and  executive,  to  be  propofed  too  late 
fi3r  anfwering  an  end,  which  they  might  have  attained 
had  they  been  fooner  propofed.  It  has  been  al- 
ready remarked,  that  during  many  years  there  was 
a  great  diverfity  of  fentimentin  thefeveral  colonies, 
concerning  principles  of  government,  and  other 
ittbjefts  coxmefted  with  their  relation  to  the  mother- 
country  ;  and  that  it  might  have  been  e^y  for  the 
minifter,  by  attending  niinutely  to  their  different 
views  and  opinions,  to  have  fo  effedually.kept  their 
interelb  feparate,  as  to  prevent  any  coalition.  But 
the  plans  which  he  had  lately  purfued,  had  feiVed  to 
unite  in  one  mals  materials  before  difcordant :  from 
diveriity,  government  had  driven  them  to  imifbr* 
mity  of  views.  This  fcheme  of  compromife  might, 
and  probably  would,  have  been  received  by  the  mid- 
dle and  fouthem  colonies,  from  lord  North,  at  the 
beginning  of  his  adminiftration,  and  it«  rece(>tion 
by  them  muft  have  compelled  the  northern  rqmb- 
Hcans  at  length  to  accede ;  but  the  feafon  was  paft. 
The  minifter,  on  introducing  his  motion,  made  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  demonftrated  that  he  confi- 
dered  his  prefent  plan  as  a  deviation  from  the  high 
fyftem  of  coercion  which  he  had  before  inculcated. 
He  quoted  a  variety  of  inftances  from  the  hiftory  of 
this  country,  of  minifters  and  parliaments  altering 
their  opmions  in  a  change  of  <ircumftances.    The 

prefent 
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prefeitf  fyftem,he  urjged,  would  be  a  touchfton?  tq  chap. 
try  the  fincerity  of  the  Americans :  if  their  oppofitioii  ^^^^^ 
was  fpuncled  oti  the  principles  which  they  pi^etended,      '77Sv 
they  would  ^nflpJy  with  the  terms ;  if  they  Ihould 
refiife  them,  they  inuft  have  been  aftuated  by  dif. 
ferent  moi^ves   from  thofe  which  they  profeffed. 
"  We  (faid  he)  |h.all  then  be  pr^p?ired?  and  know 
how  to  i£t ;  after  having  (hewn  our  wifdom,  our 
juflice,  and  our  humanity,  by  giving  them  an  op- 
portunity pf  redeeming  their  paft  faults,  and  holding 
out  to  thepi  fitting  terms  of  accommodation,  if  they 
rejeA  them,  we  fhall  be  juftified  in  taking  the  moft 
coercive  mcafures,  ?ind  they  muft  be  anfweraWe  to 
God  dsxi  man  fqir,  the  confequences."    This  mea^ 
fare  appeared  a  cpnceffion  to  the  colonies,  and  met 
with  its  firft  oppofition  from  gentlemen  who  ufually 
fupported  government.    It  was  by  fpme  minifterial  |J/p"" 
menibers  oppofed)  as  contrary  to  the  principles  both  one  party 
of  the  late  addrefe  and  other  ads  of  government  "dcTw 
Tbefe   objedions    were   prefled  with  the  greateft  '""'**' 
ardour  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  alfo  the  partifans  of 
the  Bedford  intereft ;  the  former,  in  whatever  he 
undertook,   preferred  firmnefs  and  dectfion,  and 
difliked  the  prefent  plan  as  wavering  and  indecifive  j 
the  latter,  who  had  uniformly  been  the  abettors  of 
coercion,  reprobated  every  kidic^tion  of  a  concilia- 
tory fpirit.    The  difapprobation  of  perfons  on  whofe 
coincidence  he  had  relied,  emharrafled  and  diftrefled 
the  miniiler,  and.  he  repeatedly  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain bimfelf,  but  without  giving  fatisfadion.    At 
length,  fir  Gilbert  Elliot  profefled  to  reconcile  the 
apparent  de^tlon,  and  for  that  purpofe  obferved, 
R  2  that 
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CHAP,  that  Ae  addrers  contained  two  correfpondent  •  lines 
^— v-w  of  conduft  ;  on  the  one  hand,  to  reprefs  rebellion, 
■"^^-  proteS  loyalty,  and  enforce  the  laws ;  on  the  other, 
to  grant  indulgence  to  colonifts  who  fliould  return 
to  their  duty.  For  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes,  the 
forces  had  been  augmented,  and  the  prohibitory 
fyftem  adopted  ;  for  the  laft,  the  prefent  plan  was 
propofed,  and  without  it  the  reftri£tory  aft  would 
have  been  defcftive  and  unjuft.  By  this  propofi- 
tion,  parliament  would  not  lofe  the  right  of  impot 
ing  taxes ;  that  was  a  power  which  it  exprefsly  re- 
ferved,  neither  did  it  fufpend  its  exercife  ;  it  mani- 
fcfted  the  firm  refolution  of  thelegiflature  to  compel 
America  to  provide  what  we  (not  they)  thought 
jufl  and  reafonable  for  the  fupport  of  the  empire. 
Their  compliance  was  the  only  ground  of  their  hope 
to  be  reconciled  to  this  country.  Revenue  was 
THE  SUBJECT  OF  DISPUTE :  if  the  Americans  of- 
fered a  fatisfaftory  contribution,  their  paft  offences 
would  be  pardoned,  and  if  they  did  not,  we  fhould 

*  ThU  refined  diftin^on  did  not  pir^nt  difccroiag  fupporten 
of  lord  North's  adminift ration  from  regarding  fuch  very  o^^iite 
meafurcs  in  the  true  light,  as  the  reader  may  obfcrvc  in  the  fol- 
lowing extraA  from  Gibbon^  written  upon  this  occafion.  **  We 
g3  on  with  regard  to  America,  if  we  can  be  faid  to  go  on  ;  for 
laft  Monday  a  conciliatory  motion  of  allowing  the  colonies  to 
tax*  therafelves,  was  introduced  by  lord  North»  in  th^midft  of 
lives  and  fortuneSy  war  and  famine.  We  went  into  the  houfe  in 
confufion,  every  moment  expecting  that  the  Bedfords  would  fly 
into  rebellion  againft  thofe  meafures.  Lord  North  rofe  fix 
times  to  appeafe  the  ftorm,  but  all  in  vain  ;  till  at  length  iif  Gil- 
bert declared  for  adminiilrationy  and  the  troops  all  rallied  tinder 
their  proper  ftandard.'*  Gibbon's  Letter  to  lord  Sheffield,  Feb. 

compel 
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compel  tbetn  to  do  u$  joflice,    Members  v?ho  tokd  chap. 
difliked  this  motion,  ifnder  the  idea  that  k  was  not  ^>ll^ 
coercive,  now  became  mori^  fa¥ourable.    The  op«      '77S. 
poneats  of  miniftry  cpntendecj^  that  the  mfeafure  was  tw'ilJder 
invidious:  "  It  carries  (faid.they)  two  feces  on  its 
veryfirft  appearance:  to  the  Americans,  and  to 
tjbofe  who  art  y^wtllu^g  to  proceed  in  the  extremes 
of  violence  againft  themy  the  nunifter  holds  out  ne« 
godationand  amity :  to  thofe  who  have  joined  him, 
on  condition  Cfaid  Mr.  Fox  •)  that  he  will  fupport  Mr.Fa« 
the  fupremacy  of  this  country,  tjie  propofition  holds  ^^^aC 
<mt  a  determination  to  perfevere  in  purfuit  of  that  *°*^* 
obje£l.     But  his  friends  fee  that  he  is  relaxing,  and 
the  committee  fees  that  they  are  all  ready  to  with* 
draw  from  imder  his  ftandanl.     No  one  in  this 
country,  who  is  finicereiy  the  advocate  of  peace,  will 
trufl:  the  fpecioufiiefs  of  his  expreflions,  and  the 
Americans  will  rejed  them  widi  difilain.    This  pro* 
pofition,  fo  hr  from  tending  to  difunite,  would  unite 
the  Aniericans  more  clofely ;   they  would  guard 
againd  artifice,  as  well  as  defend  theml^lves  againft 
force.     The  minifter  is  contradi&ory  to  himfelf  in 
his  prc^eiSoi^  of  xonciliaticm,  and  very  fhort-iighted 
in  conceiving  that  they  would  impofe  on  the  Amie* 


ricans." 


The  plan  wsm  evideatly  only  a  change  of  the 
mode,  not  a  renunciation  of  the  right,  of  levying 
taxes ;  it  was  a  half  meafore,  an  attempt  to  com- 
promife  the  diflPerence,  when  it  was  plain,  from  the 
very  beginning,  that  there  was  no  medium  between 
coerdbn  and  abandonment.     If  the  miniftry  weit 

*  3ee  Filamentary  I>ebate$,  February  aoth,  1775. 
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before  right,  they  coneeded  by  hr  loo  much ;  if 
^nongj  by  far  too  Ktfld.     Lotd  T^kkih  was  too 
1775-      anxidus  to  pleafe  one  pirty,  iidthout  much  difpl^ 
itig  the  other ;  there  was  a  fluduation  tf  counfds, 
a  mixture  of  foothing  tod  irritating  meatures,  which 
reciprocally  defeated  the  effedl  of  each  other.  WiA 
abiHtiei^  that  fitted  him  for'  being  ii  kader,  from 
want  of  firmifefs  he  was  tdo  oftet  a  fdlower  of  men 
poUcy  of     who  were  much  inferior  to  himfelf.    While  liiis  bill 
mming  '  was  the  fubjed  of  difcuflion,  he  difplayed  more  dex- 
filtt!"*^    terity  in  retreating,  than  bcldnefs  in  maintaining  his 
poft.    His  conciliatory  plai^  having  \mdergone  fuch 
modifications  as  made  a  confiderable  change  in  its 
principle  and  tendency,  pafled  the  ^oufe  by  a  ma< 
jority  not  altogether  fo  great  as  thofe  which  had 
voted  for  other  propofitiohs  of  miinfters. 
Conciliatory      j\ir.  Burke,  harinff  devoted  a  creat  part  of  bi9 

plan  of  Mr.       .  ,  ..^.,..  \       r%  r 

Butke,on  time  aud  attention  to  mquines  mco  theltate  of 
of^i^d".''  America,  and  having  concluded  that  an  attempt  to 
^^'  fiibjugate  the  colonifis  wbuld  be  impra^cable,  per« 

fifted  in  recommending  concifiadon.  On  the  28th 
of  March  1775,  he  pfopofed  to  the  houfe  a  plan  for 
ihe  re-eftabHihment  of  concord.  He  forbore  enter* 
ing  into' the  x|ueftion  of  right,  but  confined  himfdf 
to  the  confideration  of  expediency ;  and  prbceeded 
upon  a  principle  ad^tted' by  th^  wifeft  kgiflfttors, 
that  government  muft  be  adapted  to  the  nature  wd 
fituation  of  the  people  for  whoije  benefit  it  is  exer«> 
tifed»  He  therefore  inveftigated  the  drciimftsmces, 
modes  of  thinking,  diipofitions,  and  principles  of 
aftion,  of  thofe  men  in  particular,  the  treatment  of 
whom  was  the  objeft  of  deliberation.  To  afcertain 
the  propriety  of  concefiion,  he  raamiiied  W!d  ex- 
plained 
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piaiDisd  the  hitemal  and  external  lUte,  ^h  the  natuh  c  b  a  k 
ral  and  acddental  drcumftances  0/ thei  col^om.  He  ^^^i>>,  *^^ 
confidcred  them  with  refped  to  fituation^  refoiinasa,      '^^^-^ 
ejd^t^  numbers,  amazing  growth;  of'  populabon;. 
rapid  increafe  of  commerce,  fiiheries,  and  agricuU- 
turei}  from  which  he  evinced  their  fbength  and 
importance.    He  then  inquired  into  diat  uncon-^ 
qua^ble  fpirit  of  freedom  by  which  Ac  Araericans- 
arfe  diftinguiflied.    This  violent  paffion  for  liberty,- 
he  traced  from  thefources  of  defcent,  education/ 
manners,  religious  principles,  and  forms  of  govern-' 
ment.     He  defcribed  the  profperity  of  Arterica^  fo' 
rapidly  increafed  in  the  courfe  of  the  century,  and 
Reduced  from  its  advances,  on  the  one  hand,  the  be<> 
nefits  which  had  accrued,  and  would  ^accrue  in  a 
(UU  greater  degree  to  this  country,  if  our  andehtf 
lanuty  were  reftorcd ;  on  the  other^  thdr  power  8f 
refinance,  if  we  ihould  perfevere  iti  our  determine* 
don  to  employ  force.  The  American  fpirit  of  Ubefty 
{he  iiaid),  fo  predomlnatmg  from  a  variety  of  caufes; 
mu(t  be  treated  ila  oKe  of  three  ways.    It  muft 
dther  be  changed,  as  inconvenient ;  prdecuted,  a$ 
criminal  j  or  complied  with,  as  neceflfary.     One 
fliean§  of  changing  the  fpirit  was,  by  taking  mea- 
fures  to  ftop  that  fpregding  population,  fo  alarming 
to  the  country  s  but  attempts  of  this  fort  would  be 
totally  imprafticable,   and' even  if  they  w^re  not^ 
Ihould  dim|nifh  the  benefit  which  rendered  the  eolor 
fiies  valuable  tp  the  mother-country.     To  impove- 
riffa  the  colonies  in  general,  aiid  ^fpecially  to  Vreft 
the  npbk  courfe  of  their  marine  enterprifes,  was  a 
projed  that  might  be  compaffed ;  but  we  had  co- 
,  ionies  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  be  ferviceable  to 

R  4  us  J 
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c«Af.   us;  kfeMied  therefore  prepofterous  to  render  thtoi 
^■<p.>^.  un&rvioeable, jn  opder  to  keep  them  obedient.    The 
'775-      fipcond  mode  of  breaking  the  ftubborn  fpirit  of  the 
Americans^  by  profecuting  it  as  criminal,  was  im« 
poffible  in  the  execution,  and  confequently  abfurd 
in  the  attempt.    Ferfeverance  in  the  endeavour  to 
fubjugate  a  numerous  and  powerful  people,  fighting 
for  what  they  concdved  to  be  their  liberty,  would 
diminiih  our  trade,    exhauft  our  refources,  and 
impair  our  ftrength,  without  making   any  effec- 
tual impreffion  upon  America.     From  the  conteft 
^th  the  colonies,  there  would  alfo  enfue  a  rupture 
with  European  powers,  and  a  general  war.     After 
endeavouring  to  demonftrate  the  policy  of  con- 
ceflion,  he  proceeded  to  the  principle  on  which  he 
popofed  that  the  conceflion  ihouid  be  made.     His 
])n>poiitions  (he  faid)  were  founded  on  the  ancient 
conftitutional  policy  of  this,  kingdom  refpeding  re- 
prefentation ;  they  merely  followed  the  guidance  of 
experience.    In  the  cafes  of  Wales,  the  county  pa- 
latine, Chefter,  and  Durham,  thdr  utility  to  this 
country  was  coeval  with  their  admiiSon  to  a  parti* 
cipation  of  the  Britifli  conftitution :  our  conftitu- 
tional  treatment  of  America  bad  caufed  the  benefits 
which  we  had  derived  from  that  country.   .  Before 
1763,  we  had  walked  with  fecurity,  advantage,  and 
honour ;  fmce  that  time,  difcontent  and  trouble  had 
prevailed.     "  I  do  not  Cfaid  he)  examine  the  abftraft 
queftion  of  right;  I  do  not  inquire  whether  you  have 
a  right  to  render  your  people  miferable;  but,  whether 
it  is  not  your  intereft  to  make  them  happy.    It  is 
not  what  a  lawyer  tells  me,  I  may  do  j  but  what 
humanity,  reafon,  and  juftice,  tell  me,  that  I  ought 
to  do.     By  your  old  mode  of  treating  the  colonies, 

I  they 
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dsef  T9cre  ^eU  affe&ed  to  yon,  asd  you  derimi 
from^CTi  iinmesife  and -rapidly  increafiag  advan- 
tage ;>  by  yoar.  new  mode,  they  STC  ill  affefted  to  ws- 
pu^  aiKi  you  have  dbftruded  and  prevented  (he 
emoi^ment.  I  recomaiend  to  you  to  return  from 
the  tneafures  by  which  you  now  Idle,  to  thcrfe  by 
which  you  formerly  gidned."  From  tfaefeargu^ 
inents  Mr.  Burke  &nned  his  pacific  propditions  ^ : 

i  that 

*  He  moved  tliirtccn  refolutlons ;  of  which  the  fix  firft  con- 
tained his  gcneralprinciplcs  andpl^n  :  ift.  He  moved.  That  the 
colonies  and  plantatkMM  of  Great  Britain  in  North  America,  con- 
Ming  of  foHftten  {IqpiWRate  govemaoentSy  and  canuoning  two 
nulHons  and  upwards  of  frcQ  inhahitants,  have  npt  had  the  lil»ertj 
and  pnTilcge  of  clecEiing  and  fending  any  knightd  and  burgcflipSf 
or  others,  to  reprcfent  them  in  the  high  court  ^parliament. 
i^i  That  the  faid  coknies  and  plantationG  had  been  made  liable 
to,  and  botmdcd  ,by,  feveral  fubiidies,  payment?,  rates,  ami 
tax/esy.given  and  granted  by  parliament,  though  the  laidcoloniea 
and  plantations  have  4iot  tlicir  knights  and  burgelTes  in  the  faid  J 
high  court  of  parliament  of  their  own  ele(£lion,  to  reprefent  tlii 
condition  of  their  country ;  by  lack  whereof,  they  had  bees^ 
touched  and  grieved  by  fubfidies  given^  granted*  and  alfentedtQ 
in  the  faid  court,  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the  conunonweakh^ 
quietnefs,  reft,  and  peace,  of  the  fubjeds  inhabiting  within  the 
fame,  3dly,  That  from  the  diftance  of  the  faid  colonies,  and  from 
other  circumftancca,  no  method  bad  hitherto  been  de^fed  for 
procuring  a  reprefentation  in  parliament  for  the  fai4'  colonies^ 
4thly,  That  each  of  th«  faid  colonies  hath  withi^  itfeif  a  body 
chofen,  in  part  or  in  whole,  by  the  freemen,  freehoiMers,  or  otheir 
free  inhabitants  thereof,  commonly  called  the  general  affembly, 
or  general  court,  with  powers  legally  to  raifo,  levy,  and  affels, 
according  to  the  feveral  u(ages  of  Cuch  colonies,  duties  and  taxes 
towardr  defraying  all  forts  of  public  fervipes.    5thly,  That  the 
laid  ^  general  ailemblies,  general  cou^s,  or  otjber  bodies  legally 
qualified  as  aforefaid,  have  at  fundry  times  freely  granted  feveral 
large  fubfidies  aud  public  aids  for  his  majefly's  fervice,  accord- 
ing io  their  fibiliticsy  when  required  thereto  by  letter  Irom^ne 

of 


c  H  A  i».  titat  the  Americau-flKmld  tax  themfd>ire8  bf  tbeb 
.^^^^  own  reprefentatives,  in.  their  owa  affismblies,  agree* 
1775*  able  to  the  former  ufage,  and  to  the.  analogf  ol  the 
Britilh  conftitution }  and  that  all  a£te  impoiiiig 
duties  fliould  be  rqiealed.  llioogh  k  fpeeeh  more 
replete  with  wifdom  was,  perhaps,  never  Qx^en  ia 
tfaot  or  any  other  aflembly,  yet  wifitcnn  was  vn&vaxl- 
ing)  and  ^e  ccfndiiatqry  plan  was  rejefted  by  men 
determined  on  compuUbry  meafures. 

Mr.  Hartley  foon  after  propofed  a  fcheme  of  re- 
concilement, intended  as  a  medium  between  the 
fyftems  <^  lord  North  and  Mn  Burke»  His  plaxi 
was,  that,  at  the  deiire  of  parliament,  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  fhould  require  the  feveral  colonies  to  conr 
tribute  to  the  general  expence  of  th^  empire,  but 
leave  the  amount  and  application  to  the  contributory 
ihemfelves*  Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  reqmfitson  of 
revenue  would  originate  vAth  parliament;  on  the 
other,  colonifts  would  not  be  taxed  without  their 
own  confent.  The  arguments  fo  often  repeated  ix^ 
favour  of  conciliation  and  of  coercion,  were  em* 
ployed  by  oppofition  and  miniftry  j  and,  as  b^fore^ 
jreafon  was  overborn  by  number's. 
Bin  for  M.  The  minifter  now  introduced  a  fecond  retraining 
commL      bill,  for  extending  the  prphibitions  of  the  firft  to  ail 

of  his  majcfty's  principal  fecretaricsof  ftate  5  and  that  their  right 
to  grant  the  fanie,  and  their  chcerfulnef)  and  fufficiency  in  the 
faid  grants,  have  been  at  fnndry  times  acl^nowledged  by  parlia-* 
fnent.  6thly,  That  it  hath  been  found  by  e^^perience,  that 
the  manner  of  granting  the  faid  fupplifs  and  aids  by  the  faid  ge- 
neral alTemblies,  hath  been  more  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of 
tke  faid  colonies,  and  more  beneficial  and  conducive  to  the  public 
fevvice,  than  the  mode  of  giving  and  granting  aids  and  fubfidies  in 
pa/Iiament,  to  be  raifcd  an^  paid  in  the  faid  colonies.  -     . 

the 
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ihe  remaimi^^^olonies,  except  New  York ;  mrlilcli,  chap. 
after  undei^ing  a  fimiiar  difcuffion  as  die  etiidr^  -^7^ 
was  paffed  into  a  law.    Various  petitions  were  pire<-      ^^J^: 
fented  CO  idt  nu^efty,  pnryti^  for  the  adoption  ef  bitioot  <• 
new.meafeires  refpefting  Afaierica ;  but  of  tbefe,  the  Jlj^S^ 
moft  remaiiuLbie  was  the  petition  of  the  city  of  *o*»ok«. 
London,  prefented  to  the  king  by  the  hands^f  Mr; 
Wilkes  the  lord  mayor ^    In  the  ufual  ftyle  of  the 
addreflbs  of  the  city  for  feveral  years,  this  paper  was 
rather  a  remonftrance  than  a  ][>etition :  it  juiUfiei) 
the  reiiftance  of  America,  as  founded  upon  coQfiif 
tutional  principles ;  aflerted  that  the  colonies  were 
driven  to  it  by  the  corruption  and  tyranny  of  the 
Bridfli  government;  tiiat  the  conduct  of  Britain 
towards  America  was  totally  oppofite  to  the  prin« 
ciples  -which  had  produced  the  revolution,  ^d  the 
acceflion'  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick ;  and  that  it 
would  be  fatal  to  the  commerce,  profperity,  peacei 
and  welfare  of  this  country.     His  majefty  ^prefle4 
particular  refentment  at  both  the  matter  and  tb^ 
manner  of  this  expoftulation.     A  petition  was  about 
the  fame  time  prdfented  tp  the  houfe  of  peers  from ' 
the  Britifii  inhabitai^s  of  the  province  of  Quebec^ 
praying  the  favourable  interpofition  of  their  lordihipSg 
as  the  hereditary  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
that  the  ad  might  be  repealed  or  amended,  and  that 
the  petitioners  might  enjoy  their  conflitutional  rights^ 
privdeges,  and  franchifes.    Lord  Camden  moved  a 
repeal  of  the  a&,  on  the  fame  grousuts  that  it  had 
been  oppofed  in  the  former  year ;  but  tbe  moticm 
was  negatived  :  an^  a  fmiilar  petition  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  met  with  a  fimilar  fate* 

The 


at. on  f.o 
t!.e  com- 
xr-ns. 


«Si  HBTORY.OF  THE 

c  H  A  P;  The  province  of  New  York  was  very  bppofite  is 
s^^,^  habits  and  ientabnents  to  its  neighbours  of  New  £ng- 
'77  5*  land :  as  diflinguiihed  for  love  of  gaiet^raad  pleafure, 
Uieprllince  ^  the  New  Ehglanders  were  for  aisAerity  a&d  puri* 
yJ^T  tanical  zeal ;  add  as  much  attached  to  monarchy,  as 
the  others  were  devoted  to  republicaaifm*  They 
had  been  uhiformly  more  moderate  than  any  of 
either  the  middle  or  fouthem  colonies  ;  in  their  pro- 
vincial afiembly,  they  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  con- 
greis,  and  declared  their  refolution  of  continuing 
united  to  Great  Britain :  they  did  not,  however,  profefs 
unconfiitutional  fubmiflion,  but  ftated  the  grounds 
on  which  they  were  willing  to  continue  in  allegiance. 
Rrrrefent-  In  thcir  ftatcmcnt,  they  included  various  grievances; 
drew  up  a  reprefentation  of  their  fentiments  and 
wi(hes,  comprehending  an  entreaty  for  the  redreis 
of  the  evils  which  they  alleged  to  exift,  and  tranfc 
mitted  it  to  their  agent  Mr.  Burke,  defiring  him 
to  prefent  it  to  the  houfe  of  commons.  In  intro^ 
ducing  this  paper  to  the  houfe,  Mr.  Burke  expa- 
tiated on  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  province 
of  New  York.  In  the  midft  of  all  the  violence 
which  overfpread  the  continent,  that  colony  had 
preferved  her  legiilature  and  government  entire; 
and  when  every  thing  elfewhere  was  tending  to  a 
civil  war,  (he  dutifully  fubmitted  her  complaints  to 
the  juftice  and  cl.emency  of  the  motherrcountry. 
Their  dire&  application  to  the  houfe  afforded  a  fcur 
opportunity  for  terminating  differences.  New  York 
was  a  centrical  province,  which  could  break  the 
communication  between  the  northern  and  fouthem 
colonies  ;  and,  by  having  that  country  in  our  fa- 
vour, 
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vovLYy  we  might  be  able  fo  coerce  the  reft.    He  pro-   chap. 
pofed,  therefore,  that  the  remonftrance  Ihould  be   ,,..^.-^ 
read.     Minifters  ccMitended,  that  the  form  of  the  ad-       '775. 
drefs  rendered  its  admiffion  inconfiftent  with  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  Brttift  parliament;  for  it, 
avoided  the  name  of  a  petition,  left  it  fliould  imply 
obedience    to   the   legifiature:    the  reprefentation   isdifminu 
was  therefore  difmiffed  unheard.  «nbttfA» 

Parliament  this  feffion  came  to^  a  refolution  of  fet- 
tling Buckingham-houfe  on  the  queen,  inftead  of 
Somerfet-houfe,  and  vefting  the  latter  building  in 
his  majefty  for  the  purpofe  of  erefting  certain  pub- 
lic offices.  The  iaft  bufmefs  which  occupied  the  SuppCes, 
ieffion  of  1775  was  finance.  The  amount  of  the 
iuppUes  for  the  year  was  4,307,450!.  and  a  million 
of  three  per  cent,  annuities  was  paid  off  at  88  per 
cent. ;  i  ,205,000 1.  exchequer  bills  were  difcharged, 
and  new  ones  to  an  equal  amount  iifued.  When 
the  money-bills  received  the  royal  aflent,  the  fpeaker 
addreifed  his  majefty,  adverting  to  the  heavinefs  of 
the  grants,  which  nothing  but  the  particular  exi- 
gencies oi  the  times  could  juftify  In  a  feafon  of 
peace ;  but  affuring  the  kmg,  that  if  the  Americans 
perfifted  in'  their  refiftance,  the  commons  will  ufe 
every  eflfort  to  maintain  :and  fupport  the  fupremacy 
of  the  legiflature.  On  the  a6th  of  May,  his  ma-  ^*^*" 
jefty  clofed  the  feffion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
expreffed  the  greateft  fatisfaftion  with  their  conduft. 
He  declared  his  conviftion,  that  the  conciliatory- 
prc^fitions  would  have  the  defired  effeft  in  bring- 
ing back  the  American^  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty ;  he 
informed  parliament,  that  he  had  received  fatisfaftory - 
affurances  from  the  neig^ibouring  powers,  of  their' : 

amicable 
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CHAP,   amicable  difpofitioos ;  and  partkulariiy  thaaiked  the 
w^^   houfes  for  the  mark  of  tfadr  attachment  lately 
'77V      fiiewn  to  the  queeiu    Thus  clofed  a  ieilion  of  par^ 
liament,  in  which,  aotwithftanding  the  ableft  efforts 
to  effed  condliatioa,  a  great  majority,  beat  upon 
Waro]i».      coercion,  adopted  fucfa  meafures  as  rendered  a  war 
«>ra«bic»      imavoidable  between  Britain  and  hef  colonies. 
m^lZ  While  the  American  conteft  occuped  the  chief 

Ti^^tl^^  attention  of  parliament,  it  was  alfo  the  principal 
fubjeft  of  political  literature.  Three  fyftems  of 
condud  were  propo&d  by  writers  on  our  ^putes 
with  the  colonies  :  conciliation,  fiippOTted  by  many 
able  authors,  at  the  head  of  whom  was^  Mr.  Burke ; 
coercion,  fupported  by  a  great  number  of  writers, 
with  a  fmaller  aggregate  of  ability,  at  the  head  of 
whom  was  a  man  of  no  lefs  eminent  talents,  do&or 
Samuel  Johnfon ;  the  third  fyftem  was  that  of  Dean 
Tucker,  who  propofed  entirely  to  relinqmfli  Ame- 
rica, in  which  that  gentleman  ftood  alone.  His 
fcheme  was  ridiculed  at  the  time  by  both  parties ; 
but  it  now  appears,  that  even  a  total  fq)aration  would 
have  been  more  fortunate  for  us  without  hoflilities, 
than  a  plan  of  coercion,  which,  after  a  loi%  and 
expenfive  war,  was  to  end  with  that  feparation  :  the 
event  has  juftified  the  anticipation  of  Dean  Tucker's 
fagacity.  The  produ^ons  of  Mr,  Burke  on  tbefe 
fubjeds  exhibit  to  the  hiftorical  reader  a  clear  and 
complete  view  of  what  had  been  our  policy  towards 
America,  and  what  had  been  the  confequences ; 
what  then  was  our  policy,  and  whikt  then  wef^  the 
afhial  and  probable  consequences.  They  alfo  pre- 
fmi  to  the  political  philofopher,  perfpicuous  acul  for« 
at)k.r^oojiDi£  upon  $he  fyiteni  wbidi  govemmenc 
.  had 
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had  ad6))Ced.<  Dbd^r  Jbhniba's  tffiafv  tx^ai^ellly 
as  it  demonftmted  the  metaphyfoal  it^enuity  of  its 
atiohor^  affortled  litde  light  on  the  merits  of  the  *7f5* 
queflion.  It  is  a  chain  of  reafoning  upon  an  aflumpi- 
tion  :  the  ArBt  poiition  ;^erts  as  an  axiom,  the  very 
}aindple  to  be  proved,  the  fupremacy  of  parliament; 
it  attempts  to  dazzle  the  underftanding,  by  repre<f 
ientisg  analogies  betv^n  fubjeds  totally  diffimilar*. 
In  politics,  indeed,  its  author  adhered  too  much  to 
generalities  to  be  practically  beneficial ;  and  with  the 
moil  powerful  mind,  hsd>ituated  to  abftra&ion,  he  on 
die  queftion  of  taxation  reafoned  rather  as  an  acut^ 

♦  In  order  to  ridicule  the  refiftancc  of  America,  Johnfon 
fuppofcs  Cornwall  to  refolve  to  feparate  itfcif  from  the*' reft  of 
England,  and  to  refufe  to  fabmit  to  an  Englifh  parliament : 
holdiiig  a  congrefs  at  Truro,  and  pubUfliing  refolutiona  (iroibr  to 
thofe  of  the  Ana^aas.  **  Would  not  (he  fayg)  fuch  a  deda* 
ration  appear  to  proceed  from  infanity  ?"— ^The  cafes  are  not  ana- 
logous ;  Cornwall  is  fully  reprefcnted  in  parliament ;  confe- 
qucntly,  could  not  have  the  fame  reafon  for  reiifting  our  Icgi- 
flature :  but  if  we  were  to  fuppofe  parliament  abfurd  and  wicked 
cnoDgh  to  make  kusrs  depming  Cornwall,  without  any  demerit* 
of  the  moft  valuable  privileges  of  Britons,  the  Comiflimen  would 
have  a  light  to  rcfift  that  a^,  becaufe  oppreilive,  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  unjuft.  As  to  the  expediency  of  exerting  the  right 
of  reilftance,  the  cafe  would  be  very  different  between  Cornwall 
and  America;  Cornwall  being  both  much  weaker  and  much 
nearer  than  the  colonies.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  the 
wifdom  of  Johnfon  could  have  intended  the  exhibition  of  this 
fanciful  analogy  to  imprefs  reafoning  men.  In  the  whole  of  the 
work,  however,  he  (hews,  that  he  confidered  the  fubjugation  of 
America,  if  it  perfevered  in  refiftance,  as  certain.  With  many 
eftimable  and  admirable  .qualities,  by  no  means  as  a  mak  enter- 
taining a  juft  value  for  freedom,  he  did  not  as  a  philosopher 
afcribe  to  it  its  real  e;ffe£ls ;  he  did  not  reilcdl  on  the  energetic 
fpint  which  infpires  men  fighting  for  what  either  is,  or  they 
think  to  be,  their  liberties* 
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ichoolinan^  than  as  an  able  ftate&aan.  He  did  not 
enter  into  that  particular  confideratloQ  of  the  a&uai 
caies,  which  he  employed  widi  fudi  ponrerful  and 
happy  effeft  in  his  critical  and  ni6ral  writings* 
While  Mr.  Burke  and  other  authors  fupported  the 
caufe  of  the  Americans  on  conilitutionai  principles, 
and  the  wifdom  of  dodor  Johnfon  could  not  pr& 
vent  his  peculiar  prejudices  from  operating  in  im* 
pugning  the  claims  of  the  Americans  oa  very  high 
tory  principles ;  literary  advocates  arofe  in  their  fe- 
vour,  whc^  fell  into  the  oppofite  extreme.  Dolors 
Frieftley  and  Price,  diflenting  minifters  of  very  great 
ability  and  eminence,  refining  on  the  fpeculations 
of  the  illuftrious  Locke,  formed  theories  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  totally  incapable  of  being  re- 
duced to  pradice  in  any  fodety  of  human  beings, 
as  far  as  experience  afcertains  to  us  the  qualities  and 
capacities  of  man ;  and  tending,  by  holding  up  fan- 
ciful models  of  poHty,  to  render  the  votaries  of 
thefe  writers  diflatisfied  with  the  exifUng  eftablifh* 
ments.  Thus  the  oppofition  to  the  plans  refped- 
ing  America,  though  hitherto  defenfible  on  conili- 
tutionai grounds,  gave  rife  to  difculEons  produftivc 
of  vifionary  and  dangerous  doftrines,  which  event- 
ually promoted  very  unconftitutional  condu&» 
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Critical  Jlefte  of  affairs  in  Americu— general  enthi^afm 
guided  by  prudence. — The  provincials  learn  the  rec§ption  of 
their  petitions^  and  the  meafures  of  the  new  parliament, — 
Warlike preparations-^generql  Gage  attempts  tofeizejtores 
---detachment  fsnt  to  Concord— ^to  Lexington-^ r/l  hofllle 
confiiB  between  Britain  and  her  colonies -^Britl/h  retire 
-— tf/i  American  army  raifed^econd  meeting  of  congrefs 
Spirit  of  republicanifm — New  Tori  accedes  to  the  confede^ 
racy, — War — attempt  on  Ticonderoga — the  Americans  in^ 
vejl  Boflon — battle  of  Bunker* s  hilt— Americans  not  cowr 
ardsy  as  reprefented-^rovincials  elated  with  the  event — 
block  up  Bojloti—projeB  an  expedition  into  Canada^^political 
and  nulitary  reafons — Wafbington  commander  in  chief -^ 
Mofttgomery  heads  the  army  fent  to  Canada-^progrefs  on  the 
Lakes — negleSledflate  of  the  Britifh  forts — enters  Canada — 
captures  Montreal — march  of  Arnold  c^crofs  the  country— ar*- 
rives  oppoftte  to  ^lebec^unBion  with  Montgomery^Jtege 
of  Quebec, — General  Carleion^s  difpofitions  for  its  defence — 
jattempts  to  Jlorm  it — Montgomery  killed— ft ege  raifed,-^ 
Proceedings  in  the  fouth — of  lord  Dunmore  in  Virginia, — 
Scheme  for  exciting  negroes  to  majfacre  their  maJlers-^Con* 
nellfs  projeEf. — Maryland — Carolinas, — Farther  proceed^ 
ings  of  congrefs, — Refult  ofi^T^, 
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TN  America,  affairs  were  becoming  every  day  more 

critical :  provincial  differences  were  giving  way   >^^^-._. 
to  common  confederation,  tfie  refolutions  of  the       >77s- 
congrefs  became  the  political  creed,  and  the  people   ofaffatrs^il* 
were  preparing  to  aft  according  to  the  directions  of  America, 
that  body,  and  zeal  and  unanimity  were  generally 
prevalent  among  the  colonifts.     Town  and  provin- 
cial  meetings,  colonial  affemblies,   grand  juries, 
^  Vol.  II.  S  judges, 
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judges,  and  even  private  parties,  all  fpoke  the  fame 
language,  and  breathed  the  fame  fpirit :  ^'  we  vill 
WS'  not  be  taxed,  but  by  our  ovm  confent ;  we  will  not 
receive  the  mcrchandifc  of  that  country  which  pro- 
pofes  fuch  injuftice ;  we  will  combine  in  defending 
our  property,  and  refifting  oppreflion."  Accuf- 
totned  to  the  gratifications  derived  from  imported 
luxuries,  the  inhabitants  of  this  rich  and  great  com- 
mercial country  refolutcly  relinquiihed  all  thofe  in- 
dulgences :  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  elegance  of 
dreft,  fplendour  of  furniture,  public  diveriions,  the 
conveniences,  ornaments,  and  relaxations  of  life, 
were  faerificed  to  one  general  fympathy ;  all  ranks 
General  en-  Were  infpiTcd  with  an  enthufiafm,  which,  from 
whatever  caufe  it  ariies,  and  to  whatever  objects  it 
is  direded,  never  fails  to  be  moft  powerful  in  its 
operation,  and  important  in  its  eflfeds.  The  mer- 
chant refigned  the  advantages  of  conmxerce; 
the  farmer  gave  up  the  fale  of  his  produfdons  and 
the  benefits  of  his  induflry ;  the  mechanic,  the 
manufafiurer,  the  failor,  fubmitted  to  the  privation 
of'their  ufual  means  of  fuhfiftence,  and  trufted  for 
a  livelihood  to  the  donations  of  the  opulent,  winch, 
from  the  fame  fympalhetic  f<ielings,  and  conformity 
of  opinions  and  determinations,  were  mofl  liberally 
beflowed.  It  was  not  temperance  that  rejefted  lux- 
ury ;  it  was  not  indolence  that  precluded  commer- 
cial ehterprife  and  profeflional  effort ;  it  was  not  ge- 
nerofity  which  made  the  rich  munificent ;  or  idle- 
nefs  or  fervility  which  made  the  poor  feek  fnbfift- 
ence  from  the  gifts  of  the  wealthy.  AH  ordinary 
fprings  of  adtion  were  abforbed  by  the  love  of  li- 
berty j  and  the  enthufiaflic  ardour  of  the  colonifls 

was 
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was  regulated  arid  guided  by  pniddnte  and  firmnefs.  ^  ^  a  p. 
AVhile  in  moft  of  the  provinces  they  made  prepara-  ^^^.-^ 
tions  for  hoftility,  flibuld  Britain  perfevere  in  coer-     .*77S» 
cive  meafures,  they  abftained  from  aftual  violence^  Jfudcncc. 
It  was  hoped  by  many,  that  the  petition  of  con-  * 
grefs  to  the  throne  would  be  attended  with  fiiccefs ; 
and  alfo,  that  the  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Erig* 
land  would  be  prodaftive  of  ufeful  effefts,  and  in. 
fluerice  the  deliberations  jof  the  new  parliament* 
They  did  not,  however,  intermit  their  attention  to 
warlike  affairs  j  they  exercifed  and  trained  the  miK* 
tia ;  and,  as  foon  as  advice  was  received  of  the  pro<» 
clamation  iffued  in  England  to  prevent  the  export* 
ation  of  arms  and  amm^mttion  toi  America^  mea* 
fures  were  fpeedily  taken  to  remedy  the  defeft.     For 
this  purpofe,  and  to  render  therafelves  as  independ*^ 
ent  as  poflible  on  foreigners  for  the  fupply  of  thefe 
eflfential  articles,  mills  were  erefted,  and  manufac* 
tones  formed,  both  at  Philadelphia  and  Virginia*,  for        .  ./ 
making  guri-powdcr,  and  encouragement  was  given 
in  all  the  colonies  to  the  fabrication  of  arms.    It 
was  in  the  northern  provinces  that  hoftilitifes  com- 
menced :  when  the  proclamation  concerning  war- 
like ilores  was  known  in  Rhode  iiland,  the  popu- 
lace, rifmg,  feized  on  all  the  ordnance  belonging 
to  the  crbwn  in  that  province,  amounting  to  forty 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  had  been  placed  on  bat- 
teries for  defending  the  harbour,  and  thefe  they  re*  . 
moved  into  the  country.    Inquiry  having  been  made 
by  the  governor  concerning  this  procedure,   the 
provincials  did  not  hefitate  to  avow  that  their  objeft 
was  to  prevent  the  cannon  from  felling  into  the 

'.  ♦  See  Stedraan. 
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hand$  of  his  majefty's  forces,  and  that  they  tfU 
tended  to  employ  them  againft  any  power  which 
*7^^'  fhould  attempt  moleftation.  The  aflembly  of  the 
province  alfo  pafled  refolutions  for  procuring  arms 
and  military  ftores,  by  every  means  and  from  every 
quarter  in  which  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as 
for  training  and  arming  the  inhabitants.  In  New 
Hampfbire,  hitherto  moderate,  the  proclamation 
caufed  an  infurre£tion;  a  great  number  of 
armed  men  aflembled,  and,  furprifing  a  fmall  fort 
called  William  and  Mary,  took  poiTeffion  of  the 
ordnance  and  other  military  ftores.  Meanwhile  the 
colonies  anxioufly  waited  for  the  king's  fpeech,  and 
the  addrefles  of  the  new  parliament  ^  the  tenour  of 
which  would  in  a  great  degree  determine  whether 
the  Britiih  government  meant  coercion  or  concilia- 
FrMlnciaTi  ^jon.  Qri  the  anival  of  thofe  papers,  they  produced 
flieafuret  of  the  vcry  eScGt  which  oppofition  had  predicted.  In- 
lii^i^r''  ftead  of  intimidating  the  Americans,  they  impelled 
them  to  greater  firmnefs,  to  a  more  clofe  and  general 
union.  In  proportion  as  government  manifefted 
itfelf  earned  to  force  them  to  fubmiffion,  the  more 
refolved  were  they  to  refift  that  force :  they  con- 
iidered  Britain  as  attacking  their  rights  and  liberties, 
and  thefe  they  determined  to  defend.  The  provin- 
cial conventions  of  the  fouthem  provinces  now  imi- 
tated thofe  of  the  north,  in  pafling  refolutions  for 
warlike  preparations ;  which,  before  the  anival  of 
the  fpeech  and  addrefles,  had  not  been  propofed  by 
any  of  the  middle  or  fouthem  aflemblies,  but  had 
been  left  to  individuals.  The  provincial  conve^atioB 
of  Pennfy  Ivania  ipiaSci  a  refolution  pf  the  nature  of  a 
hoftile  manifefto ;  declaring  their  wifh  to  fee  har- 
mony  reftored  between  Britain  a&d  the  colonies,  but 

that 
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that  if  the  humble  and  loyal  petition  of  the  congrefs 
tQ  his  majefty  (hould  be  difregarded,  and  the  Britifli 
adminiftration,  inftead  of  rcdreffing  grievances,  *^^^' 
were  determined  by  force  to  eflfeft  a  fubmiffion  to 
the  late  arbitrary  a^s  of  parliament,  in  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation  they  held  it  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  refiit 
that  force,  and  at  every  hazard  to  defend  the  deareft 
privileges  of  America*  Preparations  were  now  mak- 
ing throughout  the  colonies  for  holding  a  getxeral 
congrefs  in  the  month  of  May  j  while  in  the  in- 
termediate time  the  provincial  conventions  conti* 
nued  to  meet,  in  order  to  appoint  delegates  to  the 
congrefs,  direct  and  haften  military  preparations, 
and  encourage  the  fpirit  of  refiftance  in  the 
people.  ^         ■ 

But,  as  the  republican  fpirit  of  Maffachufets  had  ^"J|j^„|^ 
from  the  beginning  carried  oppofition  to  a  much 
greater  length  than  in  the  other  colonies,  fo  in  this 
province  aftual  hoftilities  firft  commenced.  The 
provincial  congrefs  having  met  in  February  1775, 
direS:ed  its  chief  attention  to  the  acquifition  of  arms 
and  warlike  ftores,  by  purchafe,  feizure,  or  any 
other  means.  Contributions  were  levied  for  defray- 
ing the  expence  of  warlike  preparations.  The  moft 
violent  of  the  Boftonians  had  removed  into  the 
country,  to  join  the  other  colonifts ;  but  thofe  who 
remained  in  the  town,  though  lefs  outrageous,  were 
equally  hoftile :  they  greatly  co-operated  with  their 
friends  in  the  country,  by  communicating  whatr 
ever  they  could  difcover  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Britilh  governor,  and  by  this  means  became  more 
inftrumental  in  defeating  his  plans^ 

S  3  General 
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General  Gage  having  received  inteUigence  that 
ibme  ordnance  was  depofited  at  Sal^n,  on  the  a6tb 
Ge^*      ^^  February  fent  a  detachment  to  bring  the  ftores  to 
Gage  St-      Bofton.   The  troops  embarked  on  bo^  a  tranfport, 
^iKftMCf.    amd  landing  at  Marble«head>  proceeded  to  Salem ; 
but  the  Americans  having  recdved  information  of 
the  deiign,  had  removed  the  cannon.    The  com- 
mander of  the  detachment  marched  fart|>er  into  the 
country,  in  hopes  of  overtaking  the  ftores ;  but  wa$ 
(Lopt  by  a  fmall  river,  over  which  Uiere  had  been  a 
draw-bridge :  this  had  been  taken  up.by  a  multitude 
of  people  on  the  oj^lite  fhore,  who  alleged  that  it 
was  private  property,  over  which  they  b^d.no  right 
to  pafe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner.     The  of- 
ficer, feeing  a  boat,  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  it  for 
traj^fporting  his  m^n ;  but  a  party  of  pea&nts  jumped 
into  the  boat  with  axes,  and  cut  holes  through  the 
bottom*    A  fcufile  arofe  between  them  and  the  foU 
diers  about  the  boat ;  a  clergyman  who  had  feen  the 
whole    tranfa£tion  interpofed,    and    having   con« 
vinced  the  people  that  the  purfuit  of  the  cannon  was 
now  too  late  to  be  fuccefsful,  prevailed  oa  them  to 
let  down  the  bridge,  ,  The  Britifh.  troops  pafied ; 
and,  finding  their  objeft  unattainable,  returned  to 
JJofton, 
2n?to  ""*"*       During  the  fpring,  the  provincial  agents  had  col- 
Concord  j      leftcd  a  great  quantity  of  ftores,  which  M^^re .depofited 
at  Concord,  a  town  fituatedt\venty  .miles  firom  Bo« 
fton.  Informed  of  the  magazine,  general  Gage  fent 
a.  body  ,of  troops,  late  in  the  night  of  the  19th  of 
April*  to  deftjToy  thefe  ftores.      The  detachment 
confifted  of  the  grenadiers  and  light  injBsmtry  of  his 
army,  and  the  marines,  ^nder  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant-colonel  Smith  and  major  Pitcaim,  amounting 
to  about  nine  hundred  men.    The  troops  took  every 
precaution  to  prevent  the  provincials  from  being       1775- 
informed  of  their  march ;  but  they  had  not  advanced 
many  miles,  before  it  was  perceived,  by  the  firing  of 
guns  and  the  ringing  of  bells,  that  the  country  was 
farmed.     Colonel  Smith,  finding  that  their  defti- 
nadon  was  fufpeded,  if  not  difcovered,  otdered  the 
light  infantry  to  march  with  all  poflible  difpatch  to 
fecure  the  bridges  and  different  rpads  beyond  Con- 
cord ;  and  to  intercept  the  (tores,  fhould  they  be  at- 
tempted to  be  moved.    Jhefe  companies  about  five   ^^  uxwt. 
in  the  morning  reached  Lexington,  fifteen  miles   ^* 
from  Bofton,  where  they  faw  a  body  of  provincial 
militia  aflembled  on  a  green  near  the  road*    The 
Americans,  before  this  time,  had  difclaimed  all  de« 
fign  of  attacking  the  king's  troops,  profeflfed  to 
take  up  arms  only  for  the  purpofe  of  felf^tefence,    , 
and  avoided  ikirmiflies  with  the  Britiih  foldiers; 
but  on  this  day  hoftilities  adually  commenced,  and 
here  the  firft  blood  was  flied  in  the  conteft  between 
Britain  and  America.    When  the  Bnlifh  troops  ap^   FiVa  hoftitc 
proached,  the  Americans  were  queftioned  for  what   twen^e?-* 
purpofe  they  had  met,  and  ordered  to  difperfe  ;  on    ^'''^  *^^  **" 
which  the  colonifts  immediately  retired  in  confafion. 
Several  guns  were  then  fired  upon  the  king's  foldiers 
firom  a  ftone^wall,  and  alfo  from  the  meeting-boufe 
and  other  b«iifldings,  by  which  one  man  was  wounded^ 
and  a  horfe  ihot  under  major  Pitcaim.     Our  foldiers 
returned  the  ftre,  killed  fome  of  the  provincials, 
wounded  others^  and  difperfed  the  reft.    The  Ame- 
ricans aflerted,  that  the  fire  began  on  our  fide ;  and,     • 
befides  endeavouring  to  eftabliih  the  afiertion  by 
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CHAP,  tcftimony,  argued  from  probability :  our  light  ia^ 
s.ifir'Aw  fantry  c<»ififted  of  fix  companies ;  the  militia  af- 
'775-  fembled  at  Lexington,  of  only  one  company ;  was 
it  probable  (they  afked)  that  an.  inferior  number 
of  militia  would  attack  a  fuperior  number  of  regular 
troops  ?  To  this  the  obvious  anfwer  is,  the  indifcre- 
tion  of  an  alleged  ad  is  not  a  proof  that  it  was  not 
committed,  nor  is  it  fufficient  to  overturn  pofitive 
evidence.  The  Britifh  officers  who  were  prefent,  gave 
the  account  which  general  Gage  reported  in  his  let- 
ters to  government  *,  that  the  Americans  firpd  firftj 
and  on  the  teflimony  of  feveral  refpe£):able  gentle- 
men of  unimpeached  charader,  this  aifertion  refts. 
The  Americans  being  routed,  the  light  infantry, 
'  who  were  now  overtaken  by  the  grenadiers,  marched 
forward  to  Concord.  A  body  of  provincial  militia 
being  aflembled  upon  a  hill  near  the  entrance  of  the 
town,  the  light  infantry  were  ordered  to  drive  them 
from  that  pofitipn,  when  the  provincials  were  ac- 
cordingly diflodged,  and  purfued  to  a  bridge  beyond 
the  town ;  but  rallying  on  the  other  fide,  a  Iharp 
adion  enfued,-in  which  feveral  of  both  parties 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Meanwhile  the  gre-* 
nadiers  deftroyed  the  (lores  at  Concord ;  and  the 
purpofe  of  the  expedition  being  accomplifhed,  the 
light  infantry  were  ordered  to  retire;  and  the 
The  Eriti/h  wholc  detachment  to  march  back  to  Bofton,  The 
'*''""  provincials  being  by  this  time  alarmed,  affem- 
bled  from  all  quarters,  and  pofting  themfelves  in 
ambufcade,  among  trees,  in  houfes,  and  behind 
walls,  harafled  the  Britiih  troops  on  the  flank 
and  rear.      On  their  arrival  at  Lexington,    the 

*  London  Gazette  of  June  loth,  1775, 
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king's  foldiers  Vfiiet  loixi  Pdrcy,  who^  was  adwancmg'  c  h  a  p, 
with  a  fecond  detachment  to  fuppbrt  thfe-firft.  The  .^.J^^L^ 
corps  which  had  been  at  Concotdi, .  was  fo  dvercbme  >77$." 
with  fatigue,  that  they  were  cd>liged  to  ije  down  for 
reft  on  the  -ground,  while-  lord  Percy  formed  his* 
frefh  trbops  into  a  fquare,  which  enclofed  colon^^ 
Smith's  ^arty.  The  troops  being  refreflied,  they 
proceeded  on  their  march  to  Boftoh,  Aill  very  much 
haraffed  by  the  Americans,  whofe  fire  they  could 
not  return,  as  ik  iffued  from  concealed  fituation^, 
which  they  left  as  foon  as  their  mulkets  had  been 
difcharged.  They  arrived  at  Boftori  late  iri  the  even- 
ing, quite  exhaufted:  the  lofs  oh  each  fide  amounted 
to  about  fixty  Idlled  arid  wounded.  This  firft  en- 
gagement demonftrated,  that  the  Americans,  though 
not  inured  to  military  difcipline,  pcriBTefled  both  cou- 
rage  and  aftivity ;  and,  being  well  acquainted  ^ith 
the  country,  had  Ikill  to  avail  themfelves  of  that  ad- 
vantage. The  conflia  alfo  illuftrated  the  fpecies  of 
warfare  by  which  they  could  moft  fuccefsfully  an- 
noy the  Britifli  foldiers.  In  open  field,  they  could 
not,  till  better  difciplined,  meet  us  without  certain 
lofs ;  but  by  ambufcade,  haralSng  our  marches 
tund  flraitening  our  quarters,  they  were  able  to  com- 
penfate  their  deficiency  in  a  regular  battle.  Their 
own  military  ftate,  and  the  nature  of  the  country, 
diftated  irregular  operations,  and  the  occurrences 
of  this  day  exemplified  the  expediency  of  a  curfory 
mode.  The  Britifh  troops,  though  confifting  in  all 
of  two  thoufand  men,  being  fo  preffed  by  thofe  de- 
fultory  affailants,  farther  proved,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans were  not  altogether  fuch  contemptible  war- 
riors   as    the  informers  of  government  had    re- 
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prefented,  and  the  credulity  of  mmifters  and  thdr 
fopporters  believed* 
'77>  The  Americans  reprefented  this  march  of  the 
Bcitifh  troops  back  ID  Bofton  as  a  retreat,  and  them- 
Hdres  as  having  ^uned  a  vidory;  at  the  fame 
time  they  declared  hoftilities  to  have  been  begun  by 
the  king's  forces.  Irritated  by  this  conceived  ag* 
greifion,  and  by  the  reduftion  of  their  (lores,  and 
elated  by  thdr  fuppofed  fuccefe,  their  countrymen 
imagined  that  they  could  drive  the  royal  army  from 
Bofton:  they  were  farther  inflamed  by  a  report, 
that  one  obje£):  of  the  expedition  to  Concord  was 
to  feize  John  Hancock  already  mentioned,  and 
Samuel  Adams,  two  leading  chsuraders  in  the  pro- 
vincial convention,  and  the  latter  a  delegate  to  the 
general  congrefs*  The  militia  poured  in  from  every 
quarter  of  the  province,  and  formed  a  confiderable 
An  Ameri-  *"»y>  ^ith  which  they  invefted  Bofton.  The  army 
being  in  the  field,  the  provincial  congrefs  pafled  re- 
gulations for  arraying  it,  fixing  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  levying  money,  and  eftablifli- 
ing  a  paper  currency  to  defray  expences,  pledging 
at  the  fame  time  the  faith  of  the  provinces  for  the 
payment  of  its  notes.  The  congrefs  farther  refolved, 
that  general  Gage,  by  his  late  condud,  had  ut- 
terly difqualified  hihifeUFfrom  a£Ung  in  the  province 
^&  governor,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  that  no 
obedience  was  due  to  him ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
diat  he  was  to  be  confidered  as  an  inveterate  enemy. 
Thus  they  aflumed  both  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive authority :  meanwhile  they  attempted  to  juftify 
their  conduft  in  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain ;  to  whom  they  prefented  their  ftatement  of 
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the  ^Qicm  at  Lexmgton  ^hd  Ck>ncotd.  Thdy  ftlU.  chap. 
made  ,great  profeflions  of  loyalty,  but  would  not  v^^ 
(they  faid)  tamely  fubmit  to  perfocution  tod  ty^  '^^s- 
ranny }  appealed  to  heaven  for  the  juftice  of  their 
caufe,  and  declared  that  they  were  d^ermined 
either  to  be  frc»,  ordie.  Thesraccouhtof  thecon-^ 
tdl  at  Lexington  being  rapidly  fpread  through  the 
other  colonies,  wa$  received  with  unbefitating  be.* 
lief,  and  produced  throughout  the  continent  nearly 
the  fame  effed  as  in  their  own  province  ;  ftimulat* 
ing  refentment  to  hoftility,  and  encouraging  hopes 
of  fuccefs.  Similar  refolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
other  provinces,  concerning  the  array  of  an  army, 
the  eftabHihment  of  a  revenue,  and  the  civil  admi* 
niftration  of  afiairs.  Lord  North's  conciliatory  plan 
now  arriving,  was  every  where  rejeded,  and  in- 
creafed  their  indignation.  It  was  (they  &id)  -  a  weak 
attempt  to  difunite  the  colonies,  and,  by  detadhing 
a  part  bom  the  defence  of  their  rights,  to  reduce 
the  whole  to  fuch  terms  as  the  Britini  government 
thought  proper  to  impofe :  they  execrated  the  in- 
tention  as  tyrannical,  but  defpUed  the  defign  as  in* 
efficacious* 

Such  was  the  American  difpofition  of  mind^wfaen   second 
the  general  congrefs  afiembled  on  the  appointed  day   the  general 
at  Philadelphia ;   and  the   meafures  which   they   ''''''^'^ 
adopted,  confirmed  thie  provincial  meetings  in  their 
refolutions  and  condud.     The  influence  of  the  fen- 
timents  and  principles  of  Maflfachufets  Bay  had  been 
growing  ftronger  in  the  other  colonies,  ever  fince  the 
Bofton  port  bill :  in  that  province  origmated  the  ge- 
neral continmtal  aflembly,  the  confederacy  of  the  aC- 
fociation.  the&veraladdrefles,  and,  in  fhart,  the  chief 
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refoluticns  of  the  congrcft  of  1 774.    In  the  prdent 
feffion  their  firft  ftep  ivas,  to  appoint  Mn  Hancock^ 
S775.      the  moft  a^ve  inftigator  of  Maflachufets,  prefident. 
Their  next  meafure  was,  to  raife  an  army,   and 
eftablifh  a  paper  currency,  according  to  the  model 
of  Ma£&chufet8.    On  thefe  notes  was  infcribed, 
The  United  Cobniesj  as  the  fecurity  for  realianng  the 
nominal  value  of  this  currency.  .  To  retaliate  upon 
Britain  for  the  prohibitory  aft,  they  ftriftly  prohi- 
bited  the  colonies  from  fupplyiirg  the  Britiih  fiflieries 
with  any  kind  of  provifion ;    and,  to   render  this 
order  the  more  effedual,  flopped  all  exportation 
to    thofe  fettlemen^s  which    ftill    retained    their 
obi^dience.      They  voted,  that  the  compaft  be- 
tween the  crown  and  the  people  of  Maffachufets 
3ay  was  diflbived  by  the  violation  of  the  charter 
of  William   and    Mary ;    and    therefore  recom* 
mended  to  the   inhabitants   of  that  province,  to 
proceed  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  government, 
by  ele£dng  a  governor,  afliftants,  and  a  houfe  of 
affembly,  according  to  the  powers  contained  in  their 
original  charter.     They  pafied  another  refoludon, 
that  no  order  for  money  written  by  any  ofEcer  of 
the  Britilh  army  or  navy,  their  agents   or  con^ 
traftors,    ihould    be   received  or  negotiated,    or 
fupplies    of    any  kind  afforded   either    to    liatnd 
or  fea  forces  in  Britifh  fervice :  they  alfo  ereded 
a  general  po(l«office  at  Philadelphia,    to    extend 
through  the  united  colonies.     Thus  did  the  gene- 
ral congrefs  affume  all  the  powers  of  fovereign 
authority:    they  agreed  on  articles  of  perpetual 
union,    by  which    they    formed  themfelves   into 
a  federal  republic  for  common  defence,  for  the 
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fecurity  of  liberty  and  property,  the  fafety  of  c  h  a  p, 
perfons  and  families,  and  mutual  and  general  -,,-^^^0- 
wel£&re.  Each  colony  was  to  regulate  its  confti^  ■775- 
tutlpn  \nthin  its  own  limits,  according  to  the 
determination  of  its  convention  ;  but  whatever  re- 
garded federal  fecuTity,  welfare,  and  profperity,  was 
to  depend  on  the  congrefs.  This  body  was  alfo  td 
have  the  determination  of  peace  and  war,  alliances, 
juid  arrangements  for  general  commerce  or  cur- 
rency. The  congrefs  was  to  appoint,  for  the  exe- 
cutive government  of  the  united  dates,  a  council 
of  twelve  from  their  own  body,  to  hold  ofBces 
for  a  limited  time ;  and  any  of  the  colonies  of 
North  America,  which  had  not  joined  the  aflbda^ 
ticn,  might  become  members  of  the  confederacy, 
on  agredng  to  the  conditions. 

Thefe  were  the  leading,  inftitutions  of  acorn-  Spirit  of  i«. 
bination,  which  formed  its  fyftem  on  principles  evi-  ^" 
dently  not  monarchical.    Several  colonies  had  been 
loyal,  and  attached  to  kmgly  government,  though 
others  were  originally  democratic;   but  now  the 
meafures  pf  the  Britifh  adminifbration  had  amalga- 
mated all  their  provincial  diflferences  into  one  mafs 
of  republicanifm.    Thcprovinceof  New  York,  dif^ 
gufted  at  the  difregard  fliewn  to  their  application 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  now  entered  into  the 
colonial  views  with  as  much  eagemefs  as  their  mod 
ardent  neighbours.     Georgia  alfo  in  a  few*  weeks  * 
joined  the  confederacy ;  and  thus  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia  to  Florida'  there  was.  one  general  determination 
to  refill  the  claims  of  Great  Britain. 
.    In  this  month  fome  private  perfons  belonging  to 
the  back  iettlements  of  New  York  and  Maflachufet^ 
;.   .  without 
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^hotit  any  puUic  command  or  even  fuggeftldft^ 
undertook  an  expedition  to  TiAonderoga  and  Crowti 
Points  The  leader  of  this  enterprife  was  an  adive 
adventurer,  named  Ethan  Allen:  this  partiian, 
having  been  frequently  at  Ticonderoga,  had  ob« 
ferved  a  great  want  of  difdj^ine  in  the  garrifon, 
from  which  he  inferred  that  it  would  be  cafy  to  take 
it  by  furprize.  Having  proceeded  with  fecrecy  and 
difpatch,  he  captured  the  fort  without  any  refin- 
ance, and  immediately  after  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
Crown  Point.  Thefe  fortreiles,  by  commanding 
Lakes  George  and  Champlain,  and  forming  one  of 
the  gates  of  Canada,  were  of  fignal  importance ; 
but  minifters  having  been  fo  completely  mifin^ 
formed  as  to  exped  no  military  exertions  from  the 
Americans,  had  not  thought  it  neceflary  to  guard 
againft  their  enterprifes. 

The  provincial  forces  now  blockaded  Bofton  by 
land ;  and  the  neighbouring  countries  refufihg  to 
fupply  the  Britifh  with  frefh  provifions  and  vege« 
tables  by  fca,  they  began  to  exp^ence  the  incon* 
veniences  of  a  complete  inveflment.  Thefe  were 
increafed  by  the  number  of  inhabitants  1^0  ftill  re- 
mained in  the  town,  and  whom  the  governor  thought 
it  expedient  to  retain  as  hofiages.  On  the  25tb  of 
May,  a  confiderable  reinforcement  arrived  fiiora 
Britain,  under  generals  Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clin* 
ton.  Gage,  who  iince  the  formation  of  the  Ame- 
rican army  had  confined  himfelf  to  defence,  now 
judged  his  force  fufficiently  ftrong  for  offenfive  mea- 
fures.  As  a  preliminary  ftep  to  the  commencement 
of  his  movements,  on  the  12th  of  June  he  ifiued  a 
proclamation,  offering  in  his  majefty's  name  a  firee 
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pardoii  to  thofe  who  ihould  forthwith  lay  down 
their  arms  (John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams  cmly 
excepted),  and  threatening  with  puniihment  all  "^^i* 
who  delayed  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  proffered 
mercy.  By  the  fame  edid,  martial  law  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  force  in  the  province,  until  peace 
and  order  fliould  be  fo  far  reftored,  that  juftice  might 
be  again  adminiftered  in  the  civil  courts*  This 
proclamation  was  not  only  difregarded  by  the  pro-* 
vincials,  but  confidered  as  the  prelude  to  imme-^ 
diate  action  ;  difpofitions  were  therefore  made  for 
hoftilities. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  iituate  upon  a  neck  of  land, 
projedUng  north-eaft  intot  he  ocean,  and  joined  to  the 
continent  by  a  narrow  ifthmus,  formed  by  the  fea  on 
the  ibuth,  and  Charles  river  on  the  north.  Acrofs 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  north-weft  from  Bofton,  is 
another  neck  of  land,  at  the  eaftem  extremity  of 
which  is  fituated  Charleftown,  fomewhat  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  over  the  frith  from  Bofton.  This 
is  a  fpacious  and  well-built  town,  and  an  advantage- 
ous poft  for  either  the  attack  or  defence  of  the  neigh- 
bouring city ;  it  had  hitherto  been  neglefted,  how- 
ever, by  both  parties.  General  Gage,  perceiving 
hoftilities  inevi^le,  {urepared  to  fortify  this  poft. 
Informed  of  the  governor's  intention,  the  provin- 
cials refolved,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  its  execution, 
by  occupying  it  then^lves.  Between  the  ifthmus 
and  town  of  Charleftown,  there  is  a  iifing  ground 
called  Bunker's  hill,  of  gradual  afcent  from  the 
country,  but  very  fteep  on  the  fide  of  the  town, 
and  near  enough  to  Bofton  to  be  within  cannon-lhot. 
This  polition  the  provincials  refolved  to  feize  and 
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fortify ;  and  to  execute  the  defign,  a  ftrong  detach-^ 
ment  marched  fronfi  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  about 
*775.-     ijine  in  the  evening  of  the  1 6th  of  June,  which,  paff-* 
ing  filently  to  Charleftown  neck,  reached  the  top  of 
Bunker's  hiir  \nthout  bdng  difcovered.     Having 
previoufly  provided  tools  for  entrenchment,  they 
fpent  the*night  in  throwing  up  works  in  front ;  and 
with  fuch  adkivity  and  difpatch  did  they  proceed, 
that  before  the  motning  their  fortifications  in  many 
places  were  cannon-proof.     At  break  of  day  the 
alarm  was  given  at  Bofton,  and  a  cannonade  began 
from  a  battery,  the  town,  and  the  Ihips   of  war 
in  the  harbour.    The  provindals,  neverthelefs,  went 
on  with  their  works,  and  bore  the  fire  with  great 
firmnefs.  About  noon,  general  Gage  fent  a  detach- 
ment over  to  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Howe  and  brigadier- 
general  Pigot,  with  orders  to  drive  the  provincials 
from  their  works.    The  troops  formed  without  op- 
pofition,  as  foon  as  they  landed ;  but  the  generals 
perceiving  the  colonifts  to  be  ftrongly  ported  on 
the   heights,    already  numerous,'  and  additional 
troops  pouring  in  to  their  aid,  determined  to  fend 
over  for  a  reinforcement.  >  Afrefh  detachment  foon 
arriving,  the  whple  body,  confifting  of  more  than 
two  thoufand  men,  moved  on  in  two  lines  towards 
the  enemy,  having  the  light  infantry  on  the  right, 
and  the  grenadiers  on  the  left.     The  Americans  had 
their  right  wing  near  Charleftown,  and  w^re  covered 
by  a  body  of  troops  pofted  in  that  town,  as  well  as 
by  a  redoubt  which  they  had  raifed  in  the  morning. 
J^jfj«of      The  battle. was  begun  by  the  Britifh  artillery,,  and 
hii).  foon  became  general.    The  Britiih  left  wing  was 

much 
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taiieh  annoyed  by  firing  from  the  houfes  of  Charlet 
town,  and  a  very  fcvere  conflid  took  place  in  that 
town.    The  main  body  of  the  provincials  mean*' 
while  received  general  Howe's  divifion  with  great 
vigour,   and  kept  up  a  clofe  fire,  which  it  re- 
quired the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  regulars  td  with* 
ftand,  and  they  could  not  avoid  being  thrown  into 
fome  diforder  j  but  rallying,  and  being  encouraged 
by  their  officers,  they  returned  to  the  thargewith 
impetuofity,  climbed  up  the  deep  hill  in  the  fece  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  forced  the  intrenchments  with 
fixed  bayonets.    General  Pigot,  after  experiencing 
a  gallant  refiftanccj  the  town  of  Charleftown  having 
been  fet  on  fire,  fucceeded  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  their  redoubt ;  and  in  the  retreat  the  provin<& 
cials  ftiftained  confiderable  lofs,  from  the  cannonade 
of  floating  batteries  and  fhips  of  war  in  Bofton  har^ 
boun 

Though  in  this  engagement  the  Britifh  carried 
their  point,  they  fucceeded  at  a  great  expence,  hav«» 
ing  loft  more  than  half  the  detachment ;  two  hun-^ 
dred  and  twenty-fix  were  killed,  and  eight  hundred 
and  twenty *eight  wounded  i  nineteen  commifHoned 
ofiicers  being  included  in  the  former,  and  feventy 
in  the  latter^  Among  the  killed  were,  lieutenant- 
colonel  Abercrombie  and  major  Pitcaim,  officers 
of  eminent  refpeftability,  and  extremely  lamented. 
The  lofs  of  the  Americans,  according  to  their  own 
account,  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  plan  of  attack  by  the  Britifh  has  been  blamed 
by  fome  military  critics,  who  have  declared 
that  the  generals  ought  to  have  gone  *  roynd  to 
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CHAP.  Cambridge,  and  commenced  their  attack  fi^om  the 
v.«--v.-^  weftem  fide  of  the  hill,  where  it  was  eafy  of  afceat  i 
I775*      and  that  thus  the  Americans  l¥ould  not  have  been 
defended  by  their  works,  which  were  only  raifsd 
c^ppofite  to  Bofton,  and  not  round  the  whole  hill; 
beiides  which,  they  might  have  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  die  provincials,  and  compelled  them  to  furrendet 
at  difcretion.     It  was  replied  to  thefe  ilridures,  that 
the  Britnh  themfelves,  by  the  propofed  movement, 
would  have  been  expofed  to  the  main  army  of  their 
antagonifts,  and  hemmed  in  between  that  fwce  and 
the  detachment  at  Bunker's  hill.     The  Britifh  wore 
aUb  blamed  for  not  purfuing  the  retreating  Ameri- 
cans, and  defended  on  the  fame  grounds  as  from 
the  cenfure  of  the  attacks :  they  might  thus  have  ex« 
pofed  themfelves  to  a  numerous  body  of  freih  ene*^ 
mies.    The  battle  of  Bunker's  hill  was  a  new  in« 
ftance  of  the  valour  of  Britifh  troops ;  but  in  that 
refped  proved  no  more  than  what  had  been  uni- 
formly experienced,  and  was  therefore  to  be  con* 
proves  the     fidcntly  cxpccled.     On  the  other  hand,  it  evinced 
not  cowirds,  the  valour  of  the  Americans,  who,  though  rough 
UM^hy      undifciplined  peafants,  had  made  fo  bold  and  ob« 
jntnifteri.     ftinatc  a  ftaud  againft  regular  troops,  and  demon* 
ftrated  how  inaccurately  miniilry  had  been  informed, 
or  how  weakly  they  had  reafoned,  when  they  con-, 
eluded  that  the  colonifts  would  not  fight.     The 
provincials,  after  the  battle  of  Bunker's  hill,  forti- 
fied another  hill  oppofite  to  it,  and  without  Ae 
ifthmus ;  and  thus  inclofed  the  king's  troops  in  uit 
peninfula  of  Charleftown  as  well  as  Boftcm.     The 
Britifh  claimed  the  honour  of  the  vidory,  becaufe  N^ 
they  had  driven  the  enemy  from  the  field  j  the  Ame-     ^ 
.  -  ricans 
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Heaas  aiSTerted  that  they  were  really  (uccdTsful,  he^  c  ha  p. 
taufe,  though  diflodged  from  oiie  poft,  they  had   ^^-^v^ 
blocked  up  the  regulars,  and,  by  keeping  them  from     /^^^' 
offenfive  operations,  fruftrated  the  purpofe  for  which  tincuis  are 
they  had  been  Tent.     The  royal  arms  (they  faid)  had  ^^,:^ 
been  fent  there  for  the  purpofe  of  reducitig  this  pro-  *n<»^^iock 
vince;  inftead  of  effefting  which,  they  were  de-   Britiflit« 
barred  by  the  provincials  from  every  oflFenfive  ope-       "*"* 
ration. 

The  general  cohgrefs  ftill  continued  to  fit ;  and 
having  received  <Jage*s  prdfclamation,  confidering 
it  as  a  hoftile  manifefto,   th^y  refolved  to  ainfwer 
it  by  a  touriter-manifefto,  fetting  forth  the  eaufes 
land  neceifity  of  taking  arms.      This  was  a  very 
tnafterly  paper,   and    in  point   of    ability    equal 
to  any  public  declaration  recorded  in  diplomatic 
hiftory;     It  chumerated,  with  cleamefs  and  plau^ 
fibiiity,   the  alleged  eaufes  of  the  war,    deduced 
the  hiftory  of  the  American  colonies  from  their  firft 
feftablifhmentj  marked  the  principles  of  their  fettle- 
inentSj  and  defcribed  their  conduct  to  have  been 
fuch  as  their  principles  required.     It  alfd  fketched 
the  policy  of  Britain  in  former  tiiiies^  and  in  the 
{n:iefelit  \  the  beneficial  cotifequ6rices  which  accrued 
to  bdth  parties  from  the  one,  and  the  baneful  eflfeds 
from  the  other ;    repeated  the  grievances   before 
ftated  I  arid  added  netv  fubjefts  of  complaint,  in  the 
redrefs  and  hearing  refufed,  and  in  the  meafures  foi* 
fubjugation  adopted^     After  detailing  thofe  ads  and 
tiK    toufifels,  as  being,  together  with  antecedent  proi 
Tbe  ijeedings,  the  eaufes  of  the  wai-,  and  appealing  to 
aufelOod  imd  man  for  its  juftiee,  they  fpecified  the  re- 
pee-  jfources  by  which  they  fhould  be  able  to  earry  it  oii 
idijs  :  T  2  -  with 


2l6  HISTORY  OF  THE 

with  force  and  effeft.  They  ftill  profeffed  to  dep^e^ 
cate  the  continuance  of  hoftilities ;  and,  during  this 
«77S-  feffion,  they  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king,  praying 
that  he  would  prevent  the  farther  efiufion  of  blood, 
and  adopt  fome  means  for  a  change  of  meafures  re* 
fpeding  America.  They  alfo  appealed  in  addrelTes 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Whatever  might  be  their  deiire  for  peace,  they 
were  not  only  preparing  for  defenfive  war,  but  form- 
^«wgc  ins:  plans  of  offenfive,  operations.  They  appointed 
it  appointed  Gcorge  Waihmgton,  eiq.  (a  gentleman  of  mdepend- 
juMdv  u"  ent  fortune  in  Virginia,  who  had  acquired  coniider* 
****^'  able  experience  and  charafter  during  the  preceding 
v^r,)  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces ; 
and  nominated  Artemus  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  Philip 
Schuyler,  and  Ifrael  Pitcaim,  efqrs.  to  be  major-gene- 
rals; and  Horatio  Gates,  cfq.  adjutant-general.  Of 
thefe  general  officers,  Lee  and  Gates  were  Englifh 
gentlemen,  who  had  acquired  honour  in  the  laft  war, 
and  who,  from  difguft  or  principle,  now  joined  the 
Americans;  Ward  and  Pitcairn  were  of  Maffachufets 
Bay,  and  Schuyler  of  New  York.  The  congrcfs 
alfo  fixed  and  affigned  the  pay  of  both  officers  and 
foldlers;  the  latter  of  whom  were  much  better 
provided  for,  than  thofe  upon  our  eflablifhment.  In 
July  1775,  general  Wafhington  arrived  at  the  camp 
before  Boflon,  and  all  ranks  vied  in  teftifying 
attachment  and  refpefl:  for  their  new  commander. 
.The  military  fpirit  was  very  high'  throughout  the 
continent}  perfons  of  family  and.fortune,  who  were 
liot  appointed  officers,  entered  cheerfully  as  privates, 
and  ferved  with  alacrity;  even  many  of  the  younger 
quakers,  forgetting  their  paffive  principles  of  for. 

bearance 
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bcarance  and  non-refiftancc,  took  up  arms,  formed  ^  '^^  **• 
themfelves^into  companies  at  Philadelphia,  and  ap-  ^^-^■^^**-^ 
plied  with  the  greateft  labour  and  afliduity  to  ac-      "^^^' 
quire  proficiency  in  the  military  exercife  and  difcipline.  '[ 

Bofton  continued  to  be  blocked  up  during  the 
whole  year,  and  the  Britifti  troops  were  greatly  re- 
duced by  difeafe,  and  various  evils  incident  to  fuch- 
a  fituation.  The  government  had  declared  a  refo- 
lution  to  fubjugate  the  Americans  if  they  did  not 
fubmit,  and  the  colonies  not  having  yielded,  govern- 
ment had  made  the  attempt,  proclaiming  its  affur 
ranee  of  fuccefs.  The  event  was,  that  our  troops, 
inftead  of  making  any  progrefs  in  reducing  the 
enemy,  were  (hut  up  in  a  comer,  and  forced  to  re- 
main in  a  ftate  of  inaftion.  Such  was  the  re- 
fult  of  the  firft  campaign  of  Britain  againft  Mafla- 
chufets  Bay. 

The  conirrefs  beran  now  to  turn  their  eyes  to-  Pfojea  tnd 
wards  Canada.     In  that  provmce,  they  knew  the  to  caaad*. 
late  afts  were  very  unpopular,  not  only  among  the 
Britiih  fettlers,  but  the  French  Canadians   them- 
felvcs,  who  having  experienced  the  difference  be- 
tween a  French  and  Britifti  conftitution,  gave  the 
preference  to  the  latter ;  and  befides,  having  formed 
^onneGions  with  their  fellow-fubjefts,  many  of  them 
adopted  their  fentiraents.'    The  Canadians  were  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  negleft'  of  the  petition  prefented 
againft  an  ofFenfive  law,  and  therefore  the  more 
readily  difpofed  to  favour  affociations  againft  odious 
afts.     The  extraordinary  powers  placed  in  the  hands 
of  general  Carleton,  governor'  of  Canada,  by  a  late 
eommif&on,  were  new  and  alarming,  and  appeared 
to  the  inhabitants  evidently  to  demonftrate  the  pur- 

T  3  pofea 
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was  authorifed  to  embody  and  arm  the  Canadians^ 

'  J^^'      to  march  them  out  of  the  country  for  the  fubjuga-i 

fiid  miiitvy  tion  of  the  other  colonies,  ajid  tp  proceed  even  to 

m*^       capital  puiuihment,  in  all  places,  againft  thofe  whom 

he  fliould  d^em  rebels  and  oppofers  of  the  kws^ 

As  foon  as  Britifh  troops  fliould  arrive  fufficient  m, 

number  to  enable  them  to  ad  offenfively,  the  colo-i 

nifts  did  not  doubt  that  they  would  march  dowi^ 

from  behind  upon  the  refifting  provinces.     He  ha4 

alfo  engaged  a  number  of  Indians,  as  thp  provincials 

fuppofed,  with  the  fame  intent.     To  co-operate  wid^ 

the  difaffeded  in  Canada,  and  to  anticipate  the  pron 

|)able  and  fufpeSed  defigns  of  general  Carleton,  they 

formed  the  bold  projeO:  of  invading  his  province, 

The  fcheme  being  adopted,  its  fucccfaful  execution 

depended  chiefly  on  the  celerity^  of  movenrent  j 

while  the  Britifli  troops  were  cooped  up  at  Boftonjj 

^nd^  before  reihforcenvnts  could  arrive  frongi  Engn 

land.     The  advantages  gsdned   by  Ethan  Allen 

greatly  facilitated  the  fuccefs  pf  th^e  enterprife.     In 

^  Auguft,  three  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  gene^ 

rals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  marched  to   lake 

Champlaih  ;  which  ci;offing  in  flat-bottojned  boats, 

they  proceeded  to  St.  John*s.     Scbyyler  now  falling 

Hfopfgo.      fick,  the  command  devolved  upon  general  Montgo-, 

Jb^wt^df-    V^^^y*    This  gentleman,  by  birth  an  Jriflunan,  and 

*^*'>'  of  a  good  family,  had  ferved  in  the  feven  years  war 

with  great  reputation  in  America;  aft^r  the  peace,  he 

had  fettled  in  that  cpuntry,  purchafed  an  eftate  ii^ 

New  York,  married  ^  l^dy  q{  that  province,  a.n4 

from  that  time  confidered  himfelf  as  a^i  Ain^rican^ 

Pe  was  a  great  love^pof  liberty  j  a^jJ.CQBcdving  tl^ 

American? 
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Americans  to  be  opprefled,  and  driven  to  refiftance, 

he  was  induced  by  principle  to  quit  the  fweets  of  an 

eafy  fortune,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  loved  philo-      '775- 

fc^hical  rural  Hfe,  with  the  higheft  domeffic  felicity, 

and  to  take  an  aftive  ftiare  in  all  the  dangers  of  war. 

Befidcs  his'  ftill  in  military  aflFairs,  he  poffeffed  in  a 

high  degree  the  important  power  of  conciliating  the 

affe6kk)ns  of  men:  thus  h6  eafrly  recruited  his  troops, 

and  rendered  them  su'dent  in  the  execution  of  Ihs  de- 

figns.    He  detached  the  Indians  from  general  Carle^ 

ton's  fervice,  and  having  received  fome  peinforc^* 

meats  from  the  artillery,  prepared  to  befiege  Fort 

St.  John's,  which  was  garrifoned  by  the  feventh  and 

twenty-fixth  regiments,  being  nearly  att  the  Britiil^ 

troops  in  Canada  *.     The  popularity  of  the  caafe 

and  of  the  general  procured  the  Americans  fuppKe* 

of  provifions,  and  every  other  affiftance  which  the 

Canadians  could  contribute  to  the  advancement  of 

the  fiege.     The  prpgrefs  of  Montgomery,  however^  H"  pn««fi 

was  retarded  by  want  of  ammunition,  and  to  fup-  ^ 

ply  this  defe£t,  he  propofed  to  make  himfelf  mafter 

of  Fort  Champiain,  a  fmsdl  garrifon,  five  mites  from 

the  fcene  of  hi&  operatione,  in  which  he  underftood 

a  confideralde  quantity  of  ammunition  was  depo* 

iited.     In  the  fort  there  were  about  one  hundred 

and   fii^ty  men,  commanded   by  major  Stopford. 

Montgomery  fent  againft  the  place  three  himdred 

men,  with  only  two  fix-pounders,  and  haitUy  any 

ammunition;    they   formed    na  regular  battery, 

which  would,  indeed,  have  been  ufdie&  to  a  force  fi» 

fcantily  provided  with  artillery.    It  was  ocpeftwl 

♦  Stcdman,  vol.  i«  p.  I33* 

t4  that 
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c  "  V  ^  '^^^^^'^  ^'  above  ekven  hundred  men,  of  which  very 
w>.^  few  were  regulars  ;  and  the  greater  numter  of  die 
'775*      inhalHtants  were  ill-affefted  to  the  framers  of  their 
new  conftitudon.     General  Carleton,  though  of 
high  military  reputation,  was  by  no  means  concili- 
ating ki  his  manners  ;  his  focial  attention  was  almofl 
iblely  beftowed  on  the  Canadian  noUefle,  without 
extending  to  the  much  more  numerous  and  more 
I  truly  important  clafs  of  commoners,  and  he  was  con- 
fldercd  as  the  principal  inftigator  of  the  miniftry  to 
the  meafures  which  they  had  propofed  for  govern^ 
ing  that  province, 
March  ©f         While  the  Britifh  governor,  with  thefe  difadvan- 
•croft  the     tages,  undertook  to  defend  Quebec  againft  Mont- 
•^""^r-  ^    gomery,  an  attempt  was  made  from  another  quarter, 
to  take  that  city  by  furprife.    Colonel  Arnold,  having 
a  command  under  Waihington  before  Bofton,  Tub- 
miped  to  the  general  a  plan  of  attacking  Quebec  by 
a  route  hitherto  untried,  and  deemed  ihiprsiflicable* 
The  river  Kenabec  reaches  from  thefea  as  far  as  the 
Lake  of  St.  Peter,  at  no  great  diftancefrom  Quebec, 
The  colonel  propofed  to  proceed  by  fea   to  the 
mouth  of  this  river  in  New  HampfUre,  with  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  men ;  to  fail  top  the  river, 
which  is  navigable  to  near  its  fource  ;  and  penetrat- 
ing through  the  forefts  and  hills  which  conftitute 
the  frontier  of  New  England  and  Cax^a,  to  come 
upon  Quebec  on  a  fide  on  which  it  could  not  poi^ 
fibly  expeft  to  be  attacked.     Wafbington  approving 
of  the  plan,  Arnold  fpeedily  fet  fail  with  his  troops. 
Their  difficulties  in  the  river,  which  is  full  of  rocks  and 
Ihoak,  were  extremely  great,  but  their  fortitude  and 
perfeverance  were  ftilL  greater*.    In  &me  juices  the 

naviga* 
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navigation  was  fo  hazardous,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  come  on  fhore,  and  carry  their  boats  and  rafts  on 
their  backs.    Having  by  their  intrepidity  and  perfe-  '    1775- 
verance,  notwithftanding  thefe  obftacles,  arrived  at 
the  end  of  the  water-courfe,  they  had  ftill  other  diflt» 
culties  to  furmount  by  land.     The  forefts  which 
.they  had  to  tr^verfe,  were  filled  with  fwamps ;  the 
hills  which  they  muft  crofs,  were  fteep  and  rugged  ; 
their  provifions  began  to  fail ;  which,  together  with 
the  fatigue  that  they  had  endured,  produced  diftem<« 
pers  *.   A  third  part  of  the  detachment  deferted,  with 
a  colonel  at  its  head ;  but  Arnold,  neither  difpirited 
by  this  defertion,  nor  by  the  diftempers  under  which 
the  remainder  of  the  troops  laboured,  left  the  fick 
behind,  marched  on,  and  on  the  9th  of  November, 
^x  weeks  after  his  departure  from  Bofton,  arrived 
on  the  banks  of  St.  Lawrence  ojfpofite  to  Quebec,   Heamyet 
and  there  pitched  his  camp  on  a  fpot  called  Point   c^fic." 
Levy.     The  Canadians  received  the  Americans  here 
with  the  fame  good-will  that  Montgomery's  corps        / 
had  experienced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal ; 
they  fupplied  them  liberally  with  provifions  and  ne- 
Q^Sixie^j  and  rendered  them  every  other  affiftance  in 
their  power,     Arnold  immediately  publifhcd  an  ad-?, 
drefs  to  the  people,  figned  by  general  Wafhington, 
of  the  fame  nature  with  that  which  had  been  before 
^ued  by  Schuyler  and  Montgomery.     Fortunately, 
when  Arnold  arrived  on  the, banks  of  the  river,  the 
boats  had  been  removed,  fo  that  he  could  not  im- 
mediately  crofs }  suid  thus  was  he  prevented  from 
;|ccompli(hing  his  purpofe  of  taking  the  place  by 

#  S^4na^n'8  Hi(lory>  vol.  L  ^  \^% 
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c  HA  P.  furprife.    Before  he  had  time  to  provide  boats  and 
k^,^^  rafts^  the  city  was  alarmed ;  and  this  delay  faved 
»y75«      Quebec.     Having  no  artillery,  Arnold  was  not  pre* 
pared  for  a  fiege ;   he,  however,  attacked  one  of  the 
gates,  and  vrzs  repulfed  with  great  daughter.     See- 
ing  the  impradicability  of  taking  the  town  without 
cannon,  he  croiTed  the  river  and  occupied  his  former 
polition,  determined  to  remain  there,  where  he  could 
intercept  fupplies  and  communication,  until  Mont* 
gomery  Ihould  arrive  from  Montreal.     Montgo- 
mery, after  the  capture  of  that  place,  employed  him- 
felf  in  conffaru&ing  fiat-boats ;  and  the  Britiih  arma- 
ment, confifting  of  eleven,  armed  veffels,  on  board 
of  which  were  general  Prefcot,  and  fome  other 
officers  of  rank,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  was  obliged  to  furrender  to  his  vic- 
torious arms. 
fHtjunc-         The  American  general  having  on  the  5th  of  De- 
M^ntgo-      cember  joined  Arnold^  appeared   before  Quebec^ 
and  immediately  fent  a  fummons  to  Carleton  to  fur- 
render.    The  Britiih  general  treated  this  demand 
with  contempt,  and  refufed  to  hold  any  correfpond- 
si«g«of       ence  with  a  rebel.     The  American  commanders, 
who  were,  ft  ill  very  flenderly  provided  with  artillery, 
refted  their  chief  hopes  of  intimidating  the  garrifon 
by  the  appearance  of  their  united  forces,  and  on  the 
co-operation  of  the  difaffe^ed  inhabitants.     In  both 
thefe  expectations,  however,  they  found  themfelves 
difappointed  :  the  garrifon  refolved  to  defend  itfelf 
to  the  laft  extremity  ;  and  the  moft  powerful  inha- 
bitants having  a  large  property  in  the  city,  however 
ill-afieSed  towards  Britain,  feeing  that  by  the  ad- 
miffion  of  the  colonifts  their  effeSs  would  be  in 
7  danger^ 
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danger,  and  that  therefore  it  was  their  intereft  to  de-  ^  \yj^' 
fend  the  city,  were  no  lefs  anxious  than  the  moft  v-^-N^i-*^ 
loyal  friends  of  government  to  prevent  it  from  being      '^•^^* 
taken,  and  to  ftimulate  the  efforts  of  the  reft  of  the 
citizens,  with  whom,  from  their  fituation,  their  in- 
fluence was  great.     Between  the  Britifli  troops  and  Efforts  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  ill-difpofed  as  they  red-  *"  ^  *"*** 
procally  were,  and  different  as  were  their  motives, 
there  prevailed  as  perfeft  and  effeftive  an  unanimity 
of  counfels  and  exertions,  as  if  they  had  been  ac- 
tuated by  the  fame   fpirit.     The  American  com- 
mander, unprepared  for  a  regular  fiege,  at  a  feafon 
of  the  year  fo  inimical  to  encampments  in  thofe  cold 
and  tempeftuous  regions,  had  no  alternative,  but 
cither  to  defift  from  the  attempt,  or  to  take  the  city 
by  ftorm.     To  tarnifh  by  retreat  the  brilliancy  of 
the  firft  campaign,  hitherto  fo  aufpicious,  military 
glory  forbade;  policy  diftated,  that  nothing  fhould  be 
left  undone  to  maintain  the  public  ardour,  at  prefcnt 
glowing  from  fuccefs ;    and   many  of  the  troops 
threatened  to  leave  the  general,  if  he  did  not  try  to 
accomplilh  the  chief  objeft  of  the  expedirion.     AH  Attempt  to 
thefe  reafons  determined  Montgomery  to  make  the 
attack,  though  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties. 
The  meafure  was   no  doubt  adventurous ;  but  it 
was  probably  one  of  thofe  hazards  which  muft  be 
incurred.  In  fituations  in  which  defeat,  after  an  ar- 
duous ftruggle,  is  immediately  l^fs  difhonourable, 
and  ultimately  lefs  prejudicial,  than  the  abandon- 
ment of  an  objeft  without  conteft.     Whatever  may 
be  thought  of  the  gencrars  determination  to  attempt 
a  ftorm,  there  was  but  one  opinion  concerning  the 
4ifpolition8  which  he  made  fur  attack  -,  thefe  were 

by 


by  ail  military  judges  allowed  to  be  ikilful  and 
mafterly.  The  plan  was,  to  make  four  aflTaultsi 
V7S-  two  falfc,  by  Cape  Diamond  and  John's  Gate; 
and  two  real,  under  Cape  Diamond,  by  Drummond's 
wharf  and  the  Potafli.  Thcfe  operations  were  to 
be  begun  on  the  3  ift  of  December,  at  break  of  day  J 
but,  by  fome  miflake,  an  alarm  was  given  before  the 
real  attacks  commenced,  fo  that  the  falfe  aifaults 
did  not  produce  the  intended  diverlion.  Montgo- 
mery  headed  one  of  the  real  attacks,  and  Arnold  the 
other.  Montgomery,  with  nine  hundred  men,  had 
to  pafs  through  a  narrow  defile  between  two  fires : 
he  led  his  men,  however,  with  the  greateft  coolnefs 
and  intrepidity;  he  pafled  the  firft  barrier,  at- 
tended  by  a  few  of  his  braveft  officers  and  men, 
and  marched  boldly  at  the  head  of  the  detachment  to 
attack  the  fecond:  this  barricado  was  much 
ftronger  than  the  firft ;  feveral  cannon  were  there 
planted,  loaded  with  grape-fliot,  accompanied  with 
Montgo-  21  well-fupported  difcharge  of  mufquetry.  From 
meryitkiu-  Q^g  of  thcfe,  an  cud  was  put  to  the  hopes  of  Ame- 
rica in  the  gallant  Montgomery.  The  general  waj 
among  the  firft  that  fell,  and  with  him  his  aid-de- 
camp and  feveral  other  gallant  officers*  The  Ame^ 
ricans,  deprived  of  their  gallant  leader,  made  a  fliort 
paufe,  but  did  not  retreat.  They  continued  the 
attack  for  a  confiderable  time  with  courage  and 
firmnefs;  but,  finding  their  effi3rts  ineffeduali 
they  retired.  Arnold,  in  his  part  of  the  attack,  was 
at  firft  fuccefsful,  he  took  poffeffion  of  the  lower 
town,  but  being  wounded,  was  obliged  to  retire 
from  battle.  The  next  in  command  fupplied  his 
place  with  intrepidity  and  ikill ;  bui  the  garrifon, 
.  being 
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being  now  freed  from  the  other  part  oF  the  aflaii-  e  ft  a  p. 
ants>  turned  their  whole  force  agamft  Amold*$  s^J^^;,^ 
troops,  and,  after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  drove  them      1775. 
away  from  the  town  with  great  lofs. 
•  The  death  of  Montgomery  was  mcMre  regretted  The  fie^  it 
by  the  Americans,  than  the  repulfe  from  Quebec :  '*'^'^' 
during  his  command,  he  had  difplayed  fuch  fluU  and 
abilities,  as  proved  him  to  be  fit  for  any  military 
fervice  in  which  he  might  be  employed.     Great  in 
his  defigns,  fertile  in  refources,  ikilful  in  plans,  cool 
and  intrepid  in  adion,  he  commanded  the  admira- 
tion both  of  thofe  for  whom  and  againft  whom  he 
fought:  an  engaging  difpofition,  benevolent  affec- 
tion,   and  agreeable    converfation,  rendered  him 
at  once  beloved  and  efteemed  by  all  thofe  with  • 
whom  he  converted  j  and  even  thofe  who  confi. 
dered  him  as  the  champion  of  rebellion,  bore  tefti- 
mony  of  his  virtues.     Colonel  Arnold,  being  thus 
difappointed  in  his  endeavours  againft  Quebec,  re^ 
folved  neverthelefs  to  continue  in*  the  province,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  of  Abraham,  where  he  for- 
tified himfelf,  and  put  his  troops  in  ftich  a  fituation 
as  to  be  ftill  formidable.     Thus  clofed  the  cam- 
paign in  the  northern  part  of  Britifti  America,  in 
which  the  colonifts,  though  they  did  not  obtain  the 
whole  of  their  objeft,  yet  made  great  progrefs  ;  and 
what  was  of  ftill  greater  confequence,  difplayed  fiich 
courage,  enterprife,  and  flcill,  as  demonftrated  that 
minifters,  in  concluding  that  the  provincials  would 
be  eafily  and  fpeedily  coerced,  had  formed  thea 
judgment  on  very  erroneous  grounds.  •       ; 

In  the  fouthern  colonies,  though  regular  hoftilities  Pfoceedingt 
did  not  begin  this  year,  yet  there  was  the  -ftrongeft  »nthcfoutbj 

evidence 
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evidence  that  they  were  fail  approaching.     In  Vli^ 
ginia,  a  long  courfe  of  jealoufy,  diftraft^  fHfpkioi^ 
^77s-      and  contention^  between  the  governor  and  the  ga> 
vemed,  terminated  in  open  violence.     The  Vkgi*- 
nians,  who,  before  the  aft  of  1774,  the  votaries  of 
inonarchial  principles,  had  been  loyal,  and  much 
attached  to  lord  Dunmore  their  governor,  were  now 
become  as  forward  as  their  neighbours  in  afts  of 
^  lorii        combined  refiftance.     There  were,  however,  many 
STl^a.  loyalifts  in  the  province ;  and  it  might  have  been 
eafier,  through  their  means,  by  foothing  the  difaf- 
feded,  to  detach  Virginia  from  the  provincial  con^ 
cert,  than  moft  of  the  other  colonies.     Their  go- 
vernor, however,  though  a  valiant  foldier,  did  not 
'  poiTefs  all  the  qualities  requifite  in  fuch  delicate  ar*^ 

cumftances.  He  was  violent,  unaccommodating, 
and  precipitate  t  he  had  by  no  means  that  dexterity 
of  addrefs  which,  by  placing  oppofite  parties  againft 
each  other,  could,  motild  both  to  his  own  purpofes. 
Bold  and  a£tive  in  exertion,  he  was  impolitically  opeii 
in  the  means  which  he  employed :  by  abftaining  front 
extremities,  he  might  have  amufed  the  votaries  of 
refiftance,  until  he  had  eftabliibed  concert  among  the 
numerous  loyalifts.  He  certainly  took  the  moft 
direct,  but  not  the  eafieft  and  fafeft  road,  and  did 
not  arrive  at  the  deftined  end.  Lord  Dunmore,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  difturbances,  had  tranfmitted 
to  the  Britifh  government  an  account  of  the  condi- 
tion of  this  province.  This  ftatement  rqjrefcnted 
the  planter^  as  encumbered  whh  debts,  for  the  ex- 
trication from  which,  they  wene  defirdus  of  rebellion. 
This  account,  having  by  fome  means  become  known, 
added  particular  refentment  againft  the  governor^ 

to 
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to  ^c  general  caufes  which  induced  the  people  tcx  c  h  a  p- 
oppofc  the  government.  Public  m^tings  and  mit  v.-*-v-w 
litarjr  aflbciations  were  univerfally  encpuraged,  stnd  '^^^' 
the  firft  were  very  prevalent.  His  lordfhip  now  ro? 
ceived  Ae  conciliatory  propofitions  from  England^ 
which  he  laid  before  the  council  of  Virginia :  that 
body  acceded  to  thofe  offers ;  but  the  affembly  un^- 
mouily  refufed  their  concurrence^  and  increafed  thf 
military  eftabljflunent.  The  governor  remove^ 
from  the  public  maga^dne  at  Williamfburgh^  a  largi^ 
quantity  of  gunpowder ;  and  an  arm^d  force?  com^ 
manded  by  Mr.  Henry,  a  popular  leader,  attempted 
to  compel  a  reftitution  of  the  powder  to  its  former 
pjace:  but  they  we^e  quieted  for  a  time  by  the 
agreement  of  the  receiver-general  to  he  refponfible 
for  the  repayment.  Meanwhile  intelligence  was 
conveyed  to  the  governor,  that  fonw  of  the  enraged 
planters  had  formed  a  defign  on  his  life ;  and,  on  re- 
ceiving this  information,  Dunmore  retired  with  his 
family  on  board  one  of  his  majefty's  ihips.  Appli- 
cation Was  made  by  the  affembly  for  his  return,  to  ' 
give  his  affent  to  feveral  bills,  to  replace  the  gun- 
powder which  he  had  removed  from  the  magazine, 
and  depofit  an  additional  quantity  of  military  ftores 
for  the  ufe  of  the  colony.  He  anfwered,  that  he  could 
not  return,  unlefs  they  diffolved  all  illegal  meetings, 
refrained  from  illegal  a£ts,  and  accepted  the  tenns 
propofed  by  parliament.  The  affembly,  receiving  this 
detiermination,  entered  the  following  refolutipn  on 
their  journals :  that  their  rights  and  privilegies  had 
been  invaded ;  that  the  conftitution  of  the  colofiy 
was  endangered ;  and  tb^t  preparations  ought  to  be 
made  accordingly.  The  a^Qibly  Imrh^  brokflfi 
Vo^.  II.  V  up. 
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c  H  A  ?•  Up,  ahd  the  members  retired  to  their  countiy-feats, 
1,  -,-^  the  governor  ventured  to  come  on  (hore,  to  a  farm 
'''^5'      belonging  to  him  on  the  river  near  Williamfburgh, 
where  he  received  intelligence  that  a  party  of  rifle- 
men were  on  their  march  to  feize  his  perfon;  he  there- 
fore immediately  retreated  to  boats  that  waited  for 
him  by  the  bank.    The  provincial  party  fired  fcveral 
(hot,  but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  do  any  material  in- 
jury.   Lord  Dimmore,  concluding  that  moderate 
m&sdiires  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  govern- 
ment, refolved  to  employ  very  different  counfels* 
The  convention  of  the  colony  having  met,  took  into 
cbnfideradon  the  arms,  difcipline,  and  pay  of  the 
foldiers,  and  adopted  various  refoluti(His,  on  the 
model  that  had  been  framed  by  Mafiachufets  Bay 
and  the  congrefs.     Finding  his  province  in  what  he 
thought  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  his  lordfhip  determined 
to  a&'  with  more  rigours  feverity :    he   iffued  a 
proclamadon,  declaring  martial  law  to  be  in  force 
throughout  the  colony;  and  ereftedthe  royal  ftand- 
ard,  to  which  he  commanded  his  majefty's  fubje£ts  to 
Scheme  of    repair.     More  zealous  in  his  intention  to  promote 
mM«  tolx*  the  interefts  of  his  country,  than  difcriminating  and 
Sm"*™     moderate  in  his  policy,*  he  projected  a  fcheme  6f 
againft  their  very  queftiouable  wifdom ; — ^to  allure,  by  the  offer  of 
*         '       freedom,  negro  flaves,  of  whom  there  were  great 
numbers  in   the  fouthem   colonies,   to    embrace 
the  royal  caufe,  by  rifing  againft  their  matters. 
Even  well-wifliers  to  Britiih  government  cenfured 
this  propofition,  as  tending  to  loofen  the  bands  of 
fodety,  to  deftroy  domeftic  fecurity,  and  inftigate 
favages  to  the  moft  atrocious  barbarities.     By  put- 
ting amtf  into  fuch  hafads,  the  friends  as^  well  as  the 

enemies 
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enemies  of  government  would  fuffer ;  die  negroes  chap* 
ndtber  would  nor  could  diftinguifh  between  the  well  _,-,^ 
and  ill  affeded,  and  would  involve  all  the  whites  '7^^* 
within  their  power  in  a  prdmifcuous  ma0acre.  The 
Virginians,  when  this  proclamation  Was  iflued^  were 
driven  to  the  moft  furious  refentment,  and  thence^^- 
forward  fet  no  bounds  to  their  enmity.  The  pro- 
jeft  had  the  fame  fate  with  many  of  the  compulfory 
fchemes  of  government,  ca,ii(ihg  violent  irritation, 
without  affording  adequate  benefit.  He  had  already 
iecured  the  pofleffion  of  all  the  country  fituated  be- 
tween Norfolk  and  the  fea ;  when  the  provincial 
meeting,  in  order  to  prevent  the  defertion  of  the 
flaves,  and  to  arreft  the  career  of  the  Britifli  go- 
vernor,-^ refolved  to.  fend  againft  him  a  confiderable 
force.  About  the  beginjaing  of  November,  a  de- 
tachment, confiding  of  one  thoufand  loyalifts,  was 
difpatched  frCm  the  weftem  fide  of  Virginia  to  Nor- 
folk, in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  arrived  , 
^ly  in  December.  The  river  Elizabeth  divided 
them  from  the  town ;  they  attempted  to  pafs  it,  but 
were  repreffed  by  a  ftrong  body  of  provincials,  who 
were  polled  on  the  oppofite  fide.  More  bold  than 
prudent,  Dunmore  attempted  to  diflodge  them  from 
their  intrenchments,  but  was  repulfed :  the  Englifli 
abandoned  their  pofition,  and  their  commander,  with 
the  loyalifts,  retired  on  board  the  fliips. 

In  the  back-fettlements,  many  of  the  Americans,  Conneiy* 
knowing  little  of  the  proceedings  on  the  coafts,  were  ^^^^ 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Britifli  government.     Mr. 
Connelly,  a  native  of  the  interior  part  of  Pennfylvania, 
propoied  to  lord  Dunmore,  to  invade  Virginia,  and' 
other  fouthem  colonies,  with  parties  of  loyalifts 
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from  die  mland  countpf ,  that  he  might  acquire  the  c(v 
operation  of  the  Indians,  and  oi  the  flavea  ftimiilated 
againft  their  mafters*  His  lordfliip  approved  of  the 
defign ;  but  Mr.  Connelly,  having  fet  out  to  cany 
it  into  execution,  was  feized  on  his  way ;  and  his 
papers  being  read,  the  whole  fcheme  was  dtfcoveied 
and  overthrown,  and  Mr.  Connelly  fent  prifoner  to 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Martin  and  lord  William  Campbell,  refycc- 
^vely  governors  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  bav<- 
ing  adopted  (imiiar  plans  of  exciting  the  negroes  to 
infurre&ion,  and  calling  down  the  back-fettiers, 
were  obliged  to  leav.e  their  governments,  and  retire 
on  board  fhipt  of  war. 

His  majefty  having,  foon  after  the  batde  of 
Bunker's  hill,  publifhed  a  proclamation  for  fup- 
preffing  rebelUon,  and  prohibiting  correfpondence 
between  his  Britiih  fubjeds  and  American  rebels, 
the  congrefs,  in  a  cQunter-manifefto,  denied  the 
charges,  and  declared  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  the  united  colonies,  that  punifhment  infiided 
by  their  enemies  upon  any  perfon,  for  favouring, 
aiding,  or  abettmg  the  caufe  of  American  Hberty, 
(hould  be  retaliated  in  the  fame  kind  and  degree 
on  the  favourers  and  fupporters.  of  minifteri^d 
bppreflion  :  thusxongrefs,  advancing  progreffively 
in  affumption  of  authority,  now  profeffed  to  treat 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  on  a  footing 
or  equality.  So  far  were  the  predi&bns  of  mini- 
flers  from  being  fulfilled,  and  their  objeSs  eflfeded 
throughout  America,  by  the  civil  and  military  opera- 
tions of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  atxd  feventy^ 
Rve. 
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CHAP.    XVI- 

Srkain. — Majority  fetmorchU  to  tie  mimflerkd  fj/hm* 

Mini/lef^s  dexterity  in  fUanaging  penrlianKnt.--'The  no^efi 
tppofers  (fivar  wave  tie  ^ueJHen  t>f  rights  and  argue  from 
enipedtency. — Not  a  war  of  mimfters  4r  parliament  only,  but 
of  tie  people, — Apprehenfion  of  Mr.  Sayre  for  high'4reafon 
— inconftflent  and  defective  evidence-^the  accufed  is  dif» 
charged. — Meeting  of  parliament, — The  lin^sfpeech. — Ge^ 
nerat  view  of  mini/ferial  and  oppo/itipn  teafonings^  motives f 
(ahd  proceedings, — Employment  of  Hanoverian  trioops  in  Bri^ 
tifb  gdrrifons.— Inquiry  into  the  loft  campaign.-^MUkary 
fMmhers  ofoppofititfn  declare  the  force  inddequate^-^MHitta* 
hilU'^Ekamination  of  Mr.  Penn^  refpeSling  the  difp(fiitioni 
and  force  of  the  Atnericans^^^His  teflimony  difregarded  by 
the  majority  in  parliament.— Mr.  Burkes  conciliatory  till, 
on  the  conftitutional  principle  of  granting  faxes  only  hy  the 
people  or  their  reprefentafives — reje^ed. — Lord  Norlh^s 
prohibitory  bill-^pajed  into  a  law. -^Different  departfMHts 
ofMejffrs,  Burke  and  Fox  in  (^^fitfH.— Petition  jlrom  Nova 
Scotia.-^Difcuj^Mn  of  the  employfneHt  tflrifi  trbopsf^  tke 
fervice  of  the  king  in  America^^^Mr.  Fo^s  propofed  i A^ 
qtury  into  the  Htfticeefs  ff  his  fn&jifip  arms^-^r^^ffid.^ 
Lard  Norths  defirons  if  pkc^g  bbti  faHies^  fati^^es  #lrf^ 
tfer* — Sa^ipq/ed  not  entirely  to  upproi^  thi  toirtiiM  f^^em.^^ 
Mj^dj  to  German  p^ncis^'-Lefi  effort  if  the  duke  of  Grrf. 
ton  for  concUifltion.-^Minyiers  affmre  parliament  that  an^ 
^ber  can^aign  willcrtf/b  the  revolt.^  Supplies...^traye  ami 
fneanSfr^Scofch  milituhhill'-^ijeSied* — &f/^n  ckj/iSf 

rvt  Britain  tker^  tn^  a  gfm  majority  iavoumbfe  chap. 

'^  tt^  tbe  miAifteHKa  fyftem,  \rfao  dmtted  tte  Ji^ 
/in^ifcaQS  x^k  s^ainfl  lawful  autl^ritj^,  traitors,      '77s« 

V3  «i4  '"'*'• 
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and  cowards;  and  that  coercion^  therefore,  was  both 
juft  and  expedient :  thofe  who  vindicated  their  refift* 
ance  were  termed  levellers,  Cromwelians,  republicans, 
and  enemies  to  their  king  and  country  *.  Many  per- 
fons  conceived,  as  formerly,  that  the  chief  obje&  of 
government  was  to  raife  a  revenue  from  America, 
which  would  reduce  the  land-tax.  In  their  efti- 
mate  they  overlooked  the  probable  expence  of  the 
conteft,  and  the  likelihood  that,  on  a  balance  of 
accounts,  there  would  be  a  great  deduction  from  the 
revenue  to  be  thus  acquired.  The  lofs  of  the  Ameri- 
can commerce  was  not  immediately  felt  to  nearly  the 
full  extent ;  confiderable  remittances  had  been  re- 
ceived before  the  ports  were  (hut  up,  efpeciaUy  in 
com,  which,  there  being  at  this  feafon  a  fcarcity 
in  Britain,  was  a  very  valuable  article.  TTie  peace 
between  Ruffia  and  Turkey  occafioned  an  unufual 
demand  for  goods,  fo  that  in  fome  quarters  trade 
was  brifker  than  in  former  years.  The  dimunition 
of  the  American  commerce  had  not  yet  generally 
produced  its  eflfe£b,  and  great  numbers  of  mer- 
chants were  not  hindered  from  joining  in  com* 
mendation  of  the  minifterial  fyftem. 

Whatever  might  be  the  wifdom  which  lord 
North  exerted  in  adminiftering  the  important  con- 
cerns of  the  kingdom,  he  employed  great  dexterity 
in  managing  parliament.  He  was  peculiarly  (kilful 
in  addrefGng  himfelf  to  the  opinions,  prejudices,  and 
paffions  of  the  country  gentlemen.'  Their  s^ppro- 
bation  of  the  plan  for  taxing  America  had  proceeded 
from  felf-intereft  overlooking  the  means  of  its  own 
promotion;  they  approved  of  coercing  the  colonies, 

*  In  the  minifterial  rfewfpipcrs  and  pamphlets,  paffim. 

in 
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in  order  to  acquire  revenue ;  and  in  tfadr  eagemefs  ^  ^^  p. 

for  that  objeft,  forgot  the  probable  coil:  many^  y.^^,-^ 

other  men  of  property  were  amufed  with  the  fame  '''^^* 
idea;  by  compelling  the  provincials  to  fubmit^  the 
public  burdens  would,  they  thought,  be  lightened, 

and  war  with  America  diminijh  taxes.    It  was  in-  Agrettptrt 

deed  a  war  not  of  the  minifter  only,  nor  even  of  conceive, 

the  parliament,  but  of  the  natioiu    Addrefles  poured  wi!L  Amer 

in  from  all  quarters,  expreffing  abhorrence  of  the  im-  f***  "^^  , 
pious  and  unnatural  rebellion,  and  tlie  obftinacy  and 


widcednefs  of  the  colonifts.  If  there  were  abhorrers, 
however,  there  were  petitioners  alfo  :  certain  mer- 
chants felt  the  difcontinuance  of  intercourfe  very 
feverely,  in  the  reduflion  of  their  trade,  and  the  in- 
terruption of  their  payments ;  and  various  addreffes 
were  prefented  to  his  majefty  from  commercial  and 
manufacturing  towns  and  bodies ;  fome  of  thefe 
were  expreffed  in  very  ftrong  terms,  but  the  re- 
monflrance  of  the  city  of  London  far  exceeded 
others  in  feverity.  The  difcufliGn  of  the  Ame-  Dmioaion 
rican  conteft  revived  the  diftinftion  of  whigs  and  torj^wvitcl 
tories  ;  fome,  profefSng  themfelves  of  the  former 
clafs,  exclaimed  againft  the  oppofers  of  parliament- 
ary authority,  as  a  deviation  from  the  doftrine  and 
practice  of  whigs ;  who,  inimical  to  the  extenfion  of 
kingly  prerogative,  were  the  fupporters  of  parlia- 
mentary privilege.  Others  replied,  that  the  effence 
of  whig  principles  confided  in  refifting  arbitrary 
meafyres,  and  in  fupporting  the  rights  of  the  people, 
whether  they  were  attacked  by  one  or  many,.  If 
(faid  they)  parliaments  deftroy  the  liberty  of  fubjeflis 
in  America,  they  can  no  longer  be  fupp6rted  by 
whigs :  by  feizing  their  property  without  their  own 

U  4  ^     confent. 
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^  XVI.  ^'  tonfent^  a!id  depriving  ihcm  6f  trial  by  their  peers, 
w-^v'-w  they  take  from  the  coTonifts  the  irtoft  valuable  blcf- 
^'f^'  fings  of  liberty.  Poleriiical  difcuffion  as  ufual  ran 
to  extremes ;  the  reafoning  of  the  tories  favoiired 
defpotic  power ;  the  arguments  of  the  whigs  verged 
to  republicanifih.  On  viewitig  the  reafoiiing^  for 
and  againfl:  the  right  of  tai^tiod,  as  th6y  are  con* 
tained  in  the  parliamentary  d^bat^  and  political 
f  reatifes  of  the  times,  a  reader  may  perceive  a  very 
ftriking  difference.  The  fupporters  chiefly  argued 
from  alleged  inftances,  the  opponents  from  genera! 
jprinciples.  The  promoters  pointed  out  certain  cafes 
in  which  Britifli  fubjcds  were  taxed  without  their 
own  confent ;  whereas  their  adverfaries  contended 
it  was  a  fundamental  rule  of  the  Britifli  conftitq- 
tion,  that  no  fupply  fliould  be  granted,  but  by  the 
people  or  their  delegates ;  that  the  exceptions  con- 
~  firmed  the  principle  ;  and  that  if  certain  individuals 
or  clafles  Submitted  to  be  under  the  exception, 
others  were  under  no  obligation  to  follow  thdr  ex- 
ample. The  Americans,  faid  minifters  and  thek 
advocates,  are  as  much  reprefented  as  the  many  in- 
habitants of  Britain  who  have  no  vote  at  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  pariiaraent.  To  this  argument 
two  anfwers  were  returned  j  firfl:,  that  every  Briton 
is  virtually  reprefented,  fince  the  laws  that  bind 
him,  bind  alfo  the  legislators:  fecondly,  th6  pre- 
tnifes  were  admitted,  that  reprefentation  is  partiat 
4nd  imperfeft  in  Britain,  but  not  the  ponclufidft, 
that  becaufe  within  this  realm  many  without  be- 
ing reprefenteid  paid  taxes,  therefore  the  Ameri* 
cans  were  bound  to  do  the  fame.  The  wifeft  and 
ablefl:  of  the  antt-mlhifteriaMs  dwelt  Icfs  upo^  the 
*  abftraa 
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abftrsid  queftion  of  taxation  by  themfelve^  df  thair  chap. 
Tepirerentatives  dTential  to  conftitute  a  free  peoj^ ;  ^^^^ 
ifeey  ixififted  chiefly  on  expediency :  we  had  gained      '77s. 
much,  and  might  gain  more,  from  the  increafing  oppowntg 
profperity  of  the  Americans,  without  taxation ;  we  J^^'vIgS'^ 
were  lofing  much,  and  likely  lo  lofe  a  great  deal  *^"  *«p«- 
Biore,  by  the  attempt  to  extort  a  revenue :  it  was 
our  intereft  to  return  to  the  policy  which  produced 
gaih,  and  abandon  the  counfel  which  produced  lofs. 
Whatever  were   the   arguments  againft  coercive  ^*>' .*.'»" 
iheafures,  the  balance  of  numbers  was  greatly  on  or  pariia-  * 
ttoe  fid^  of  miniftry ;  and  as  far  as  a  government  is   b^^^niJ* 
juftified  in  its  meafures  by  a  conformity  to  the  f^^ 
inclinations  of  the  majority  of  the  governed,  fo  far 
were  miniftry  juftified  in  their  cocfrcive  fyftem  :  the 
people  might  have  been  mifinformed  and  deluded ; 
afts  might  have  been  ufed  by  minifterial  agents  to 
mifreprefent  the  enemy,  and  the  purpofes  of  hofti- 
lity ;  but,  if  afterwards,  taught  by  experience,  the 
people  ihould  change  their  opinion,  and  cenfure  thofe 
who  allured  them  to  the  war,  minifters  could  fairly 
anfwer,  "  It  is  your  oS :    why  do  you  blame  us 
for  going  on  with  what  your  addreffes  and  encou^^ 
ragement  induced  us  to  begin?" 

White  the  nation  was  generally  favourable  to  tdi*' 
nifterial  meafures,  and  inimical  to  the  A^^ricans^ 
im  incident  happened^  which  concerned  a  perfonags 
dear  to  every  worthy  Briton  of  all  parities,  and 
alarmed  both  the  fupporters  and  oppotients  of  go* 
Vtettinlent.    There  was  in  London  a  banker  of  the  Apprehen- 
^me  of  Sayre^  an  American  by  birth,  and  com*  fv  high 
feier^ially  coiineSied  with  the  colonies-    A  gazette  ^"*'^* 
Ms]lo^ced,  that  this  jg^^t^an  w«s  committed  to 

the 
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CHAP,  the  Tower  for  high-treafon ;  and  the  grounds  bdng 
s,^.^.^  unknown,  the  notification  produced  a  great  number 
»775-      of  reports^  which  was  eagerly  fwallowed  and  fpread 
by  public  credulity.    It  was  laid,  that  Mr.  Sayre  had 
fonned  a  defign  of  feizing  the  king  at  noon-day  oa 
his  way  to  the  houfe;  removing  him  out  of  the  king- 
dom, taking  pofleilion  of  the  Tower  of  Lond<Mi9 
and  overturning  the  prefent  government.     To  ef- 
fcGt  thefe  purpofes,  he  had  bribed  two  of  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  guards,  who  each  engaged  to  gain  a  file 
of  privates.     This  party  was  to  carry  their  fchemes 
into  effeft,  in  the  face  of  all  the  other   foldiers 
inconfjftcnt   who  had  uot  bccu  bribed.     The  evidence  for  the 
evidence.'*  chargc  was  Mr.  Richardfon,  adjutant  in  the  guards» 
who  declared  on  oath  that  Mr.  Sayre  had  fignified 
to  him  fuch  intentions.     Mr.  Sayre  admitted,  that 
he  had  converfed  with  this  man  very  freely  concern** 
ing  the  deftruflive  conteft  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  and  affirmed   that'  jthere  was    not 
fpirit  in  the  country  to  effeft  a  change  of  men  and 
meafures,  but  denied  that  he  ever  had  thought  of 
fuch  a  plan,  or  exprefled  himfelf  to  the  purport 
averred  by  Mr.  Richardfon ;  that  if  there  bad  been 
any  fuch  plot,  the  informer  fhould  have  waited 
until  it  was  farther  advanced ;  fince,  if  real,  be  muft 
have  been  fumifhed  with  many  corroborating  cir<t 
cumflances.    It  was  anfwered  on  the  part  of  lord 
Rochford,  who  had  eonunitted  him,  that  the  folly 
of  an  imputed  defign,  or  of  the  condud  of  its  difi 
coverer,  is  not  fufficient  to  difprove  pofitive  evi* 
dence ;  and  that  whatever  degree  of  credit  he  gave 
it  in  his  private  opinion,  in  an  official  capacity  he 
wa$  obliged  to  proceed  ypou  the  oath  of  a  mart 

whofe  * 
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Vbofe  character  had  not  been  impeached.     Mr,  chap. 
Sayre  was  clofely  confined  for  five  days  ;  but  being  ._^^^^ 
brought  before  lord  Mansfield  at  the  end  of  that      »775« 
time,  the  chief  juftice  faw  the  inconfiftency  of  the 
charge,  and  admitted  him  to  bail,  on  very  flight  fe- 
curity  to  a  man  of  fortune  charged  with  a  capital 
offence ;  the  accufed  was  bound  for  500  !•  and  two 
fureties  for  2 col.  each.      No  profecution  was  at-  J^!^*^"*^ 
tempted ;  the  bail  was  difcharged.    Mr.  Sayre  fued 
lord  Rochford  for  illegal  imprifonment,  and  reco- 
vered a  thoufand  pounds. 

Oa  the  25th  of  October  parliament  met  for  the  Meeting  of 
difpatch  of  bufinefs.     His  majefty's  fpeech,  which  ^[^^^^*^ 
was  of  confiderable  length,    turned  chiefly  upon  Speech. 
American  affairs.     He  had  called  the  houfes  toge- 
ther to  deliberate  concerning  the  colonifts.     Thofe 
who  had  endeavoured  to  inflame  the  Americans  by 
mifreprefentation,  and  by  diffufing  fentiments  re-    ^ 
pugnant  to  their  conftitutlonal   dependence,    had 
at  length  fuccecded  in  exciting  them  to  revolt  and 
hoftility,  which  n>anifefl:ed  themfelves  not  only  in 
preparations  for  war,  but  in  adual  rebellion.    The 
,  authors  of  this  defperate  confpiracy  had  totally  dif- 
ferent intentions  from  the  crown  and  parliament, 
from  which  they  had  hitherto  derived  fignal  advan- 
tage.    The  former  defigned  to  amufe  this  country 
^  with  general  profeflibns  of  loyalty  and  attachment, 
while  they  had  really  nothing  in  view  but  the  efta.- 
blifliment  of  an  independent  empire.     We  prdpoFed 
rather  to  undeceive,  than  to  puniih ;  therefore  only 
fmall  forces  were  fent,  and  propofitions  of  a  con-  - 
jpiliatory    nature  accompanied   the  meafures    that 
^ere  employed  to  enforce  authority.  The  rebellious 

>  war 
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CHAP,  war  was  now  become  general ;  the  oh]t6t  vM  t66 
^J^J:^  important,  the  fyitit  of  the  Britiih  nation  too  high, 
X775-  and  the  refources  with  which  God  had  blefled  her 
too  numerous,  to  give  up  fo  many  colonic^,  which 
fhe  had  planted  with  induftry,  nurfed  with  tendcr- 
nefs,  encouraged  by  many  commercial  advantages, 
tiXiA  prote&ed  and  defended  at  much  expence  of 
blood  and  treafure.  Wifdom,  and  ultimattly  mercy, 
direfted  us  to  employ  thefe  refources,  for  vindicating 
our  rights  and  honour.  He  had  greatly  augmented 
the  army,  and  increafed  the  navy ;  he  had  alfo  affu- 
rance  of  fuccour  from  fome  foreign  powers,  and  of 
general  tn^qullllty  from  all.  His  majefty  concluded 
his  fpeech  with  declaring  that  he  (hould  appoint  com. 
miflioners  to  grant  pardons  to  fuch  individuals  or 
colonies  as  would  return  to  their  allegiance. 
'^^^^bl^^'  An  addrefs  was  moved,  conformable  to  the  fpeech, 
it.  in  both  houfes.  Minifters  infifted,  that  the  pro* 
pofed  fyftem  and  meafures  only  could  be  embraced 
ivith  fafety  and  honour  to  the  Britiih  nation.  If 
America  (hould  become  independent,  fhe  would  in* 
terfere  with  us  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  in  out 
trade  *,  and  in  every  other  intereft.  The  prefi^vation 
of  the  bleflirtgs  which  were  now  enjoyed  required 

*  I>r.  AdaAi  Smith  was  at  this  time  of  fo  yery  different 
mA  opinion,  that  he  thought  England  would  gain  much  more  by 
rcfiftaling  the  navigation-adk,  which  eftablifhed  the  commercial 
dependence  of  Americas  than  by  retaining  that  monopoly^ 
The  event  has  Juftifted  the  rtafonings  of  that  great  philofopher : 
ildw  thiit  Our  iBono{>oly  is  over>  atid  that  in  the  American  mar^ 
kst  our  fok  truft  is  in  the  filperiority  ^f  our  commodities,  oar 
trade  bears  a  greater  proportion  to  the  population  and  riches  of 
America,  than  that  whicn  we  enjpyed  when  (he  was  fettered  by 
fhe  n<ivi^atioh^2|ifc. 
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us  to  keep  America  depoident;  on  the  mother^  chap. 
country.  •  The  reduftion  of  America  might  be  dif-  s^Jlv-w 
ficuh,  but  ous  refources  .were  great :  we  had  con-      '775- 
quered  in  many  more  arduous  wars :  the  fpirit  of 
the  Britifh  nation  when  roufed,   became  propor- 
tionate to  the  difficulties  and  danger :  ihaU  we  then 
be  told  (faid  the  minifter)  that  this  people  ©f  yefler- 
day,  whofe  ftrength  is  the  work  of  our  own  hands, 
can  refift  the  powerful  efforts  of  this  nation.     Co- 
ercion  being,  in  the  declared  opinion  of  miniflers, 
ftbfolutely  neceffary  to  our  glory  wd  intereft,  our 
eSfort$,  according  to  their  prediflions,  were  to  be  ir- 
reiiftible.     In  the  commons,  an  amendment  was 
propofed,  expreffing  concern  that  the  means  ufed 
to  allay  and  fupprefs  the  diforders  in  the  colonics, 
had  tended  to  increafe,  inftead  of  diminiihing,  the 
didurbances ;    thence  it  was  inferred,   that  they 
were  ill-adapted  to  their  end.    Erroneous  couitfels 
and  inefficacious  conduft,  manif^fted  in  the  event, 
had  refulted  from  the  want  of  full  and  perfeft  in- 
formation of  the  true  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
colonies.    Parliament  ought  tp  obtain  the  moft  thor 
rough  knowledge  of  fa£^,  andj  after  copfidering 
thefe,   to  employ  the    matureft  deliberation   that 
they  might  diifcover  effectual  means  for  reftoring 
order  and  tranquillity  to  the  Britifli  empire.     By  General 
an  indu£tion  of  facts,  they  eftablShed  their  pofi.  Ilft^  al!d' 
tions,  that  miniflers  had  either  been  wrongly  in-  JeiSningV, 
formed  themfelves,  or  made  falfe  reports  to  parlia-  "„®J'J*^'^ 
ment.    Thus  they  were  either  weak  in  adopting  cccdin^s. 
momentous  meafures  on  inadequate  information,  or 
•wicked  in  concealing  that  which  they  pofTefTcd.  Mr. 
Fox  contended,  that  affairs  were  not  in  the  condi- 

tion 


jot  HISTORY   OF  THE 

CHAP,  tion  ffiinifters  reprefenled,  and  that  juftified  the 
v.*--.,.^  predi£Uons  of  oppofition.  With  his  ufual  power 
»775-  of  fimplification,  he  brought  the  queftion  to  three 
heads.  Firft,  What  ought  to  have  been  done  :  cm 
which  propofition,  he  comprefied  the  principal  ar^ 
guments  that  had  been  ufed  by  the  opponents  of 
government  from  the  commencement  of  the  conteft. 
Secondly,  -  What  ^  minifters  faid  would  be  done: 
under  which  divifion,  he  refreflied  their  memories 
with  an  account  of  their  high-toned  profeffions  and 
various  promifes  during  the  fame  period.  Under 
the  third  head,  what  was  done :  he  exhibited  a 
very  clear  and  concife  hiftory  of  minifterial  mea- 
fures,  and  the  aftual  opei^ations  in  the  tranfadions 
of  the  laft  two  years.  The  erroneous  information 
on  which  minifters,  in  fpite  of  experience,  had  re- 
lied and  afted,  were  the  falfe,  partial,  and  illi- 
beral reprefentations  of  artful,  defigning,  and  in- 
terefted  men,  who  had  held  public  offices  in  Ame- 
rica. Thefe  had  propofed  to  increafe  their  own  in- 
fluence, emoluments,  and  authority,  as  well  as  to 
find  the  means  of  gratifying  their  petty  prejudices 
and'  refentments,  by  extending  the  power  of  the 
crown  to  the  injury  of  the  people ;  and  became  at 
laft  fo  foured  by  oppofition  and  the  confequent  dif- 
appointment  of  their  fchemes,  that  their  fentiments 
were  diftated  only  by  malice  and  revenge.  This 
uniform  confidence  in  the  teftimony  which  they  had 
fo  ftrong  reafons  to  diftruft,  was  totally  inconfiftent 
with  juft  reafoning  and  policy.  The  affertion-in 
the  fpeech,  that  the  colonies  had  aimed  at  independ- 
ence, was  ftrongly  controverted  from  the  whole 
and  every  part  of  their  condud.    It  has  ever  been 

our 
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our  inclination  to  maintain  that  ftate  of  harmony    c  h  a  p. 
■with  the  parent-country,  which  has  continued"  from   ._^^!;j^ 
our^rft  eftabliftiment  to  the  prefent  time.     It  is  our       1775- 
intefeft  to  be  fubjefl:   to  the  Britifli  empire,  as 
long  as  we  are  allowed  the  privileges  of  other  fub- 
jefts.     Taxation  without  our  own  confent  is  a  vio- 
lation of  thefe ;  therefore'  we  will  not  be  taxed 
without  our  own  confent.     The  Americans  had  not 
aimed  at  independence;  they  had,  after  long  de- 
precating, at  laft  refifted  unconftitutional  ufurpa- 
tion.     Oppofition,  aware  of  the  motives  by  which 
many  of  the  country  gentlemen  were  induced  to 
fupport  the  meafures  of  government,  exhorted  them 
to  confider  the  confequences  before  they  fupported 
it  farther.     They  expefted  that  their  contributions 
were  to  be  reduced  by  war  with  America,  without 
adverting  to  the  enormous  expences  which  mini- 
flerial  plans  would  caufe  during  the  very  firft  cam- 
paign.   Had  minifters  laid  before  the  houfe  fufficient 
information  to  juftify  fuch  meafures  ?  Had  they  not 
been  themfelves  groping,   and  leading   others  in 
the  dark  ?  Were  they  always  to  run  blind-folded 
into  every  deftruftive  meafure  that  was  propofed? 
Would  they,  without  examination  and  inquiry,  ftill 
follow  counfellors  by  whom  they  had'b^en  already 
fo  completely  mifled  and  deceived  ?   Had  they  con- 
fidered  the  difficulties  attending  the  fupport  of  an 
army    of  70,000  men  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Atlantic  ?    Had  they  calculated  how  many  thou- 
fand  tons  of  ihipping  would  be  neceffary  for  their 
conveyance,  and  for  their  fupport ;  or  the  expence 
of    fupplying  thefe   with   frcfli    provifions  from 
Smithfield  market,   and  with  vegetables,  and  all 

.other 
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c  H  A  F.  Other  neceflaries  from  London  and  its  ne^hbout' 
v^^  hood?  The  land-tax  muft  this  feffion  be  raifed  to 
'775*  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  moft  ianguine 
imagination  could  not  fancy  that  it  would  ever 
again  be  lowered.  Even  if  we  ihould  fucceed, 
would  burnt  towns,  depopulated  provinces,  r&* 
duced  agriculture,  and  deftroyed  trade,  enable  the 
colonies  to  indemnify  our  expences  ?  Were  thefe  the 
refources  that  were  to  pay  our  cofts ;  and  much 
more,  to  diminifh  the  burdens  of  Britain  ?  Was  it 
not  madnefs  to  fight  for  gain  of  one  fund  even  if 
attainable,  when  it  could  not  be  compailed  without: 
a  much  greater  lofs ;  when  we  could  acquire  gain 
of  another,  without  any  conteft  or  expence  *  ?  Such 
were  the  ftrong  and  poignant  arguments  by  whicb 
provident  fenators  demonftrated,  that^  war  with 
America  would  not  diminifh  taxes,  and  that  its  pro^ 
moters,  as  a  financial  fpeculation,  would  find  Bri^ 
tain  a  woful  lofer,  on  the  balance  of  accounts. 
But  was  fuccefs  certain  ?  The  Americans  themfelves 
had  fhewn  valour,  Qdll,  and  unanimity,  which 
rendered  the  event  of  the  conteft  at  leaft  doubt- 
ful, even  through  the  efforts  of  the  colonies  alone. 
Would  France  and  Spain  long  continue  idle  fpe£la- 
tors  of  the  conteft  ?  The  rainifters  talked  of  pacific 
afiurances,  but  was  there  any  confidence  to  be  re- 
pofed  in  fuch  profeflions.  Political  condufl  is  to 
be  inferred,  not  fi-om  the  minute  reports  of  diplo- 
matic intrigue,  but  from  great  and  comprehenfive 
furveys  of  hiftory,  fituation,  dxarafter,  policy,  and 

*  Sec  Parliamentary   Debates  on   the  Addrefs,  06L  zgrh^ 
«775' 

paffion. 
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paffion*.  By  confidering  France  in  her  relations  c  h^a  p. 
ofpeace^  neutrality,  alliance,  and  war  with  different  v..p-n^w 
powers  of  Europe,  it  was  evident  that  her  ruling  "^^^^ 
motive  was  ambition :  her  avidity  was  in  propor-» 
tion  to  the  obflacles  which  fhe  found  to  her  projects 
of  aggreffion  and  ufurpation  r  for  near  a  cmtury 
this  country  had  been  indiredly  her  moft  formid- 
able opponent  by  land,  and  direftly  her  conqueror 
by  fea:  Britain  was  the  feat  of  every  confede- 
racy that  reprcffcd  her  ambition,  and,  in  the  pre- 
ceding war,  obtained  a  fuperiority  unprecedent- 
ed in  former  contefts^  France,  beholding  Eng- 
land with  envy,  refentment,  and  terror,  rejoiced  at 
an  internal  conteft  which  would  employ  great  part 
of  the  Britifli  force,  and  enable  her  and  her  depend- 
ent,  Spain,  to  attack  their  triumphant  rival  with 
confiderable  probability  of  fuccefs.  She  would  wait 
until  the  breach  was  irreparable;  but,  as  foon  as  flie 
faw  the  complete  feparation  effefted,  to  which  the 
counfels  of  the  Britilh  government  was  driving  the 
colonies,  fhe  would  throw  off  the  mafk.  The  Spanilh 
king,  particularly  ill-difpofed  towards  Britain,  indig- 
nant at  the  humiliation  of  his  kingdom  by  her  power, 
and  envious  of  her  profperity,  would  facriiice  the 
peculiar  intereft  of  his  dominions  to  his  connection 
with  France,  and  his  own  perfonal  animofity  to 
England.  Britain  would  have  to  contend  with  her 
colonies,  who  were  forc^.  to  revolt,  and  the  com- 
bined power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Thus  while  a  numerous  body  of  fenators  fup- 
ported  the  meafu/es  of  adminiftration  for  fubjugat- 

*  Sec  fpeeches  of  Burke  and  Fox 
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^  xvi.^'   ^K  ^^  cobnicS)  and  exprefled  their  tfaorou^  cofi« 
vidion  of  the  vifdom  and  efficacy  of  themiiiifterial 
plans  and  meafufet,  a  fmaUer  number  endeavoured 
to  prove  that   both  couafels  and   condu&  were 
unn^,   and  would  be  ineffeftual    and  ruinous« 
The  hiftorian  who,  from  the  •roonumentt  of  iafis 
and  ccmfequences,   would  leave  a  le&>n  to  po* 
ilerity,  muft,  in  recording  great  undertakings,  qc- 
amine  and  inveftigate,  not  only  the  views  and  conn* 
fels  of  their  propofers  and  fupporters,  but,  when 
their  juftice  or  expediency  is  controverted,  he  muft 
canvsd^s  the  grounds  on  which  fuch  oppolition  refts* 
If  meafures,  in  themfelves  right  and  b(^eiicial,  meet 
with  powerful  obftru^ons,  the  reader  will  be  able 
to  fee  either  wifdom  and  energy  exerted  iti  fur- 
mounting  the  obftacles,  or  folly  and  timidity  in 
yielding  to  the  difficulties }  but  if  the  undertaking 
be  wrong  and  pernicious,  though  our  opinion  of 
its  propofers  and  fupporters  be  iirft  formed  from 
the  projeft  itfelf,   yet  it  muft  be  materially  af- 
fected by  the  means  which  have  been  employed  to 
undeceive  them  concerning  its  nature  and  tendency « 
Whether  the  minifterial  defign  and  meafures  for  fub« 
jugating  America  were  wife  or  fooliih,  right  or 
wrong,  beneficial  or  injurious,  the  admoniticMois  of 
the  oppofite  party  have  a  confiderable  ihare  in  de« 
termining  their  chara^er.    I^ord  Chatham,  Meflrs. 
Burke  and  Fox,  advifed  government  rather  to  cent 
ciliate,  than  compel  the  colonifts  :  the  admonition 
might  be  founded  in  mifmformation,  conje&ure,  and 
ignorance  of  the  American  charader  and  of  human 
nature.     On  this  hypothefis,  the  more  fplendid  the 
eloquence  of  fuch  opponmts,  the  greater  praife  is 

due 
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dtu:  to  lords  North,  Sandwich,  and  Germaine,  for  c  h  a  p. 
totally  difregarding  their  couhfels.     On  the  other  ,^^^^J^^ 
hand,  if  thei€3chortations  were  founded  m  know«      «775» 
iedge,  esperknce,  wifdom,  or  even  comm(m  pruw 
dence,  the  ftrong  and  frequent  repetitk)n  would 
enhance  the  blame  of  thofe  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
dreiled  in  vain.     I  have  therefore  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  exhibit  this  part  of  parliamentary  hiilory 
more  fiilly  than  moft  other  periods  :    the  circumr 
ftances  called  for  very  great  deliberative  wifdom 
and  executorial  ability. 

Defcending '  from  the  general  furvey  of  political  Employ- 
principles,  plans,  and  fituations,  which  Ufually  OCCU-    Hanoverian 

pies  the  firft  meeting  of  a  parliamentary  feffion,  to  '^^** 
a  more  minute  and  detailed  confideration  of  particu- 
lar queftions,  oppofition  feverely  cenfured  a  meat 
fure  alluded  to  in  his  majeTly's  fpeech,  the  intro- 
dudion  of  Hanoverian  troops  fcto  the  garrifons  of 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar  ;  and  motions  were  made  in 
both  houfes,  declaring  that  the  fcheme  was  totally 
inconfiftent  with  the  Britifli  conftitution,  and  the 
bill  of  rights ;  that  there  was  no  ftanding  army  in 
Britain,  but  an  annual  force,  fubjeft  to  the  mutiny 
afl,  which  operated  only  for  a  year,  and  fpeciiied 
the  number  to  be^  employed.  Minifters  afferted, 
that  the  bill  of  rights  extended  its  pi-ohibitions  only 
to  troops  within  the  kingdom,  and  therefore  did 
not  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe ;  that  the  bill  of  rights 
made  no  difference  between  Englifh  and  foreign 
troops,  in  its  regulations  for  the  direftionof  military 
force ;  and  that  the  meafure  was  juftified  on  the 
grounds  of  expediency,  from  the  rebellious  ftate  of 
America.     Many  arguments  were  ufed,  and  prece- 
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CHAP,   dents  quoted  in  both  houfes ;  but  the  queftion  wit 
difmiffed  by  the  ufual  majority  in  favour  of  nuniftry. 
In  renewing  the  events  of  die  late  campaign,  fome 
of  the  fupporters  of  minifters  declared  themfdves 
dUlatisfied  with  the  operaticms  and  refult,  and  lord 
North  acknowledged  he  had  been  difappointed  in 
his  expedadons.    He  had  formed  his  plans  the  laft 
year,  in  the  belief  diat  the  refiftance  would  only  be 
partial,  and  without  apprehending  a  general  concert 
of  revolt,  A  great  force,  he  now  faw,  was  neceflary, 
and  fuch  he  propofed  fhould  be  employed ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, very  early  in  the  feafon,  he  introduced  the 
army-eftimates  for  the  enfuing  year.  When  thefe  were 
laid  before  the  houfe,  oppofition  contended,  that 
before  they  could  judge  of  the  expediency  of  the 
propofed  dtabliihment,  they  ihould  receive  accounts 
concerning  the  number  and  ftate  of  the  troops  now 
in  America,   and  made  a  motion  to  that  eSeSt. 
To  this  propofition  minifters  objected,  as  unprece- 
*  dented  and  inexpedient ;   it  would  expofe  the  con- 
dition of  our  army,  when  the  enemy  might  tium  the 
knowledge  of  it  to  their  own  advantage  and  our 
detriment;    therefore  the  motion  was  negatived, 
and  the   houfe  proceeded  to    confider  the  efti* 
mates*    Thirty-eight  thoufand  men  were  propofed 
for  the  fea  fervice,  and  fifty-five  thoufand  for  the 
land,  twenty-five  thoufand  of  whom  were  to  be  cm* 
Musearjr       ploycd  iu  America.    Military  gentleman  of  oppo* 
^fition     fidon  *  infifted,  that  the  fupply  was  inadequate ;  and 
t^^n^     that  if  they  muft  go  to  ^ar,  they  ought  to  fend 
adequate,      ^  much  morc  powerful  force.    Minifters  infifted, 

*  Gcncnd'Conwayi  and  colonel  Barr6. 
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that  the  deftined  army,  iupported  by  fuch  a  fleet  as  chap. 
they  were  fending,  would  be  fuffident  for  tl^  pur-  ,-^^^1^ 
poTe*  In  confequence  of  a  paflage  in  the  king*^  '77^ 
fpeech  oonceming  the  internal  defence  of  the  country, 
a  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe,  by  which  his 
majefty  was  to  have  the  power  of  calling  out  the  mi* 
litia,  in  cafe  of  a  rebellion  in  any  part  of  the  empire. 
The  bill  was  oppofed,  as  changing  the  idea  of  a 
conftitutional  militia,  making  it  dependent  on 
the  crown,  and  converting  it  into  a  regular 
army.  It  was  reprefented  to  be  part  of  the  general  MiUtu  bui, 
fyftem  for  rendering  the  crown  totally  independent 
of  the  people.  Minifters  argued,  that  the  regular 
forces  being  fent  abroad  on  necefiary  fervice,  the 
employment  of  the  militia  was  the  only  means  of  de«» 
fending  the  country,  without  having  recourfe  to 
foreign  troops.  The  king  could  not  more  unequi- 
vocally difplay  the  confidence  he  had  in  the  zeal, 
affb&ion,  and  loyalty  of  his  people,  than  by  trufting 
the  guardianfhip  of  his  crown,  and  perfon,  and  go- 
vernment, to  the  militia  of  England.  By  contend- 
ing that  fuch  a  power  might  be  abufed,  the  gentle- 
men of  oppoiition  had  only  dated  a  poffibility,  to 
which  every  power  was  liable.  Should  the  fervants 
of  the  crown  mifemploy  the  force  fo  entrufted  to  his 
majefty,  there  were  remedies  for  that  as  for  every 
other  malverfation.  The  law  which  merely  en»- 
powered  the  king,  in  times  of  emergency,  to  call  on 
thofe  to  defend  the  kingdom  who  are  moft  interefted 
in  its  welfare,  was  in  itielf  reafonable  and  equi- 
table as  well  as  prudent,  and  it  impofed  the  duty  on 
thofe  who  had  the  flrongeft  motives  to  difcharge  it 
effectually. 

X  3  Among 
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Among  the  oppofers  of  the  mimfterkl  {yfUm 
this  year  W2S  the  duke  of  Gniton^  vrbo^  fioce  hts 
■775*  refignatiob  of  the  office  of  prime  minifter,  had  bees 
lord  privy  feaL  He  had,  he  faid,  fiipported  the 
meafures  of  17749  from  mifapprehenfion  of  the  real 
ftate  of  America ;  he  had  been  led  to  believe,  by 
falfe^  information  and  erroneous  opinionsi  diat 
the  appearance  of  coercive  meafures  was  all  that  ivas 
re()uifite  to  eftablifli  a  reconciUation.  To  real  com- 
pulfion  he  had  always  been  inimical,  and  now  that  he 
found  it  was  intended  by  government,  he  could 
no  longer  fupport  the  meafures ;  h6  was  con- 
vinced that  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  repeal  of  the 
laws  paffed  fince  1763,  would  reftcM^e  peace  and 
happinefs,  and  prevent  the  mod  deftrudtive  confe- 
quences.  Refigning  his  office,  he  was  fucceeded 
by  lord  Dartmouth,  who  quitted  the  American  fecre- 
taryfliip,  and  received  the  privy  feal.  The  Ame- 
rican department  was  now  entrufted  to  lord  George 
Gcrmaine  *.  This  nobleman,  after  his  retirement 
from  military  life,  had  devoted  himfelf  to  poli- 
tical ailairs ;  he  was  an  acute  reafoner,  and  a  refped- 
able  fpeaker,  diftinguifted  for  clofenefs  of  aigu- 
ment,  precifion,  and  neatnefs  of  language.  He  had 
been  principally  conneded  with  Mr.  Grenville^ 
fupported  him  when  he  was  minifter,  and  followed 
him  into  oppofition.  He  had  vindicated  the  fupre- 
macy  of  parliament,  voted  for  the  ftamp-aft,  and 
againft  its  repeal ;  and  had  ftiewn  himfelf  extremely 
inimical  tp  the  Grafton  adminiftration.  From  that 
circumftance,  together  with  his  reputed  abilities,  he 

♦  Formerly  Sackville  ;  he  changed  his  name  for  aa  eftate  that 
was  bequeathed  to  him. 

was 
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was  by  mrtiy-dciemed  the  author  of  Junius.    For  c  h^a  p. 
fcreral  yeart  after  Mr.  Gr^nvilk's  death,  he  had  con.  ^^.^.'^ 
tinned  in  oppofition ;  but  in  1 773,  he  joined  miniftry    ^  '^^' 
In  the  Eaft  India  affairs,  and  took  a  decided  part  in 
the  coercive  meafiires  of  1774  and   1775.    Lorf 
Rochford  refigning  ab9ut  the  fame  time,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  lord  Weymouth  in  the  fouthcm  depart- 
ment. 

A  little  before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  the  ce-  EMmint- 
lebrated  Mr.  Penn  prefented  to  his  majefty  the  pLI.^'' 
petition  of  congrefs,  and  was  told  that  no  anfwer  ^^J^fi^^M* 
would  be  given.     This  affair  was  repeatedly  men-   »«<*  fo^ce 
tipned  in  both  houfes,  as  affording  a  ground  for  Amedcans. 
cdnciKation,  if  properly  regarded,  and  of  reproach 
againft  minifters  for  their  total  neglefl:  of  fuch  ad- 
vances.     A  copy  of  the  petition  having  been  laid 
before  the  houfe,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  on  the 
7th  of  November,  moved  that  Mr.  Penn,  whom  he 
faw  below  the  bar,  fhould  be  examined,  in  order,  he 
faid,  that  the  authenticity  of  the  petition  might  be 
eftabliftied  before  they  proceeded  to  confider  its  con- 
tents.    The  minifterial  lords  were  aware,  that  his 
grace's  objefl:  extended  far  beyond  the  authenticity 
of  the  petition,  and  that  he  wiflied  to  lay  before 
the  hdufe  the  knowledge  which  Mr.  Penn  was  fo 
fiiUy  qualified  to  give.     It  was  carried  that  day,  that 
he  fliould  not  be  examined;  but  his  grace  having,  on 
the  loth,  prefled  it  in  a  different  form,  the  lords  Ui 
adminiftration  confented,  on  condition  that  only  fpe- 
cified  queftions  (hould  be  alked.     The  fubftance  of 
this  famous  evidence  was,  that  the  witnefs  did  not 
believe  the  congrefs  had  formed  any  defigns  of 
independence ;  the  members  compoling  that  body 

X  4  had 
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CHAP,  had  been  fairly  deded ;  were  men  of  cbara^r,  csur 
K^mm^^  pable  (^  conveying  the  feofe  of  America ;  and  had 
»775-      a&ually  conveyed  the  fcnfe  of  their  conftituents:  the 
different  provinces  therefore  would  be  governed  by 
their  decifions  in  all  events.     The  war  was  begun, 
and  carried  on  by  the  colonies,  merely  in  defence  of 
what  they  thought  their  liberties :  the  fpirit  of  re- 
fiftance  was  general,  and  they  believed  themfelves' 
able  to   defend  their   freedom  againft  the    arms 
of  Britain.      Inquiries  of  a  more  particular  xor 
ture   refpefting    Pennfylvania,    produced  anfwers 
which  explained  the  force  of  that  province  to  be 
about  fixty  thoufand  men  able  to  cany  arms,  of 
whom  twenty,  thoufand  ferved  as  volunteers,  and 
that  thefe  confided  of  men  of  property  andcharafter  j 
they  were  fumifhed  with  the  means  of  calling  can- 
non in  great  abundance,  and  had  a  plentiful  fupply 
of  fmall  arms.  The  colonies  were  diffatisfied  with  the 
reception  of  their  former  petitions ;    they  trufted 
gready  to  the  petition  which  he  carried,  and  which 
they  flyled  the  olive-branch  :  in  bearing  this  ap- 
plicatipn,  he  was  confidered  as  the  meffenger,  of  peace. 
Were  it  not  to  fucceed,  they  would  become  defperate, 
and  probably  form  connexions  with  foreign  powers 
which  might  not  eafily  be  diffolved.     The  Ame» 
ricans  wifhed  for  reconciliation  with  this  country, 
and  would  acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  Britain 
in  every  thing  except  in  exaffa'ng  taxes.     Mr.  Penn 
was  afted.  Whether  the  fecretary  of  ftate  had  made 
any  inquiries  concerning  America?  He  anfwercd, 
That  none  had  been  made  *, 

•  NegleA  or  rejcdlion  of  all  information  which  di(J  not  hvQvar 
their  own  views,  was  one  of  the  chief  and  maft  uniform  charadcr« 
iftics  of  lord  North's  adminiflration. 
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Mr,  Penn  having  withdrawn,  a  motion  was  made  chap. 

by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  that  the  petition  from   v....i-v«<^ 
the  continental  congrefs  to  the  king,  was  a  ground      ^^^i- 
for  a  conciliation  of  the  unhappy  differences  at  pre^ 
fent  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and  America* 
Befides  repeatmg  the  arguments  which  had  beenib 
pften  difcufled,  he  argued,  that  here  was  a  declara- 
tion which  demonftrated  that  the  Americans  wiihed 
for  reconcilement,  and  defired  no  conceffion  from  xis 
derogatory  to  the  honour  pf  the  mother-country.  On 
the  fide  of  miniftry  it  was  contended,  that  to  treat 
with  the  congrefs  would  be  to  acknowledge  the  lega- 
lity  of  the  affembly  and  its  proceedings ;  that  the  peti- 
tion was  an  iniidious  and  traiterous  attfsmpt  to  impoi^ 
upon  the  king  and  parliament;  and  that,  while  the  au- 
thors held  out  fmooth  language  and  falfe  profeffions, 
they  were  at  the  very  inftant,  in  their  appeals  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  smd  Ireland,  abufing  the 
parliament,  denying  its  authority,  and  endeavouring 
to  involve  the  whole  empire  in  rebellion  and  blood* 
Ihed,  by  inducing  their  fellow-fubjefts    in   thefe 
)dngdoms  to  make  one  common  caufe  with  them,  in 
oppofition  to  law  and  government :  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  houfe  was  chargeable  with  pardality  and 
prgudice^  and  deferVed  no  regard.     After  a  violent   Hi«  te|». 
debate,,  the  duke  of  Richmond's  motion  was  nega-  difi!l^tf,je4 
tived  by  a  majority  of  cighty-fix  to  thirty-three.     On  X^"^^ 
the  thirteenth  of  November,  the  houfe  of  commons  i^nawt. 
having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply, 
the  nxinifter  ejcpatiated  on  the  neceffity  of  reducing 
the  colonies,  and  expreffed  a  fear  that  he  muft  apply 
for  the  affiftance  of  the  landed  proprietors,  in  an  ad- 
ditional ihiljing  to  the  land-tax,  Oppofition  obferved, 
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CHAP,  that  this  was  a  fi3retafte  to  the  country  gentkinen 
K^i^.^-m^  of  the  advantages  which  they  would  reaUfe  from  the 
*^^  fchexne  of  taxing  America.  Lord  North  now  ad- 
vanced a  pofition,  that  taxation  was  only  a  fecondary 
objed,  and  that  the  fupremacy  of  Britain  was  the 
principal  ground  of  war  5  on  which  remark  fome  of 
his  ufual  fupportei^  began  to  exprefs  diiratis{a£)ion. 
The  dexterous  verfatihty  of  the  minifter  explained  his 
meaning  to  be,  that  the  idea  of  taxation,  and  of 
levying  a  produdUve  revenue  from  America,  was 
never  abandoned,  and  thatminifters  merely  intended 
its  fufpeniion.  The  difpute  at  prefent  was  of  a 
much  higher  nature  than  it  had  been  originally,  and 
taxation  was  but  an  inferior  confideration,  when 
the  fupremacy  of  the  legiflative  authority  of  this 
country  was  at  (lake.  He  would  have  them  there- 
fore peifedly  underftand,  that  whatever  general 
terms  the  minifters  might  at  any  time  make  ufe  of, 
taxation  neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  out  of  their  view. 
As  a  further  proof  of  his  fincerity  upon  this  fubjeft, 
he  declared  that  there  were  no  means  by  which  the 
legiflative  authority  and  commercial  control  of  this 
country  over  the  colonies  could  be  infured,  but  by 
combining  them  with  taxation  :  the  country  gentle- 
men were  convinced,  and  the  motion  was  carried  in 
the  afGrmative. 
Concilia-  On  the  16th  of  November,  Mr.  BuAe  intro- 

tory  motion  ' 

otBuikc.  duced  a  new  concihatory  bill,  in  which,  infteadof 
expediency,  the  ground  of  his  arguments  in  the 
two  preceding  feffions,  he  founded  his  motion  on  the 
right  of  the  fubje^  of  thii  realm  to  grant  or  widi- 
hold  all  taxes,  as  recognized  by  the  great  financial 
ftatute  paffed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,/^- 

Mum 
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iunmide  iallagh  mn^oncedendo.  On  thi4  ft«hite,  hd  chap, 
©bferved,  reftcd  the  protection  of  property  from  arbi-  .—■ -.y^' 
trary  invafion,  a  fecurity  which  conftituted  one  of  *7^^' 
the  moft  (Inking  differences '  between  Britain  and 
abfolute  governments.  He  demonftrated,  that,  on  ac- 
count of  the  immenfe  diftance,  it  was  impra£ti-» 
cable  for  the  American  fubjefts  of  Britain  to  eiyoy 
this  privilege  by  reprefentation  in  parliament,  and 
that  therefore,  to  be  on  an  equal-  footing  with  other 
Britifli  fubjeds,  they  Ihould  be*tdi?ed-  by  their  ovm 
a&mblies.  The  neceffity  which  occafioned  Edp. 
tirard's  ftatute  to  be  f5pamed,  was  fimilar  \o  the  exi- 
gency of  thd  prefent  tinfts ;  it  originated  in  a  difpute 
•between  that  ^monarch  Ind  his  people,  relative  to 
taxation.  The  latter  was  vidorious,  and  c^tained 
this  important  privilege,  that  no  taxes  (hoiW  be  im^- 
pofed  oq  them  without  the  cohfent  of  the  parliament 
The  prefent  biB  was  intended  to  procure^t  fimilar  adt 
vailtage  for  the  Anierfcans ;  on  this  account,  waiving 
the  confideration  of  the  qucftion  of  right,  it  re^ 
nounced  the  lexercife  of  taxation.  Great  Briiain; 
however,  refervcd  to  herfelf  the  power  of  levying 
commercial  duties,  which  were  to  be  applied  td 
thofe  purpofes  -that  the*  general  affembly  of  each 
province. Ihoifld  deem  moft falutary  and  beneficial. 
The  mother-country  alfo  referved  to  herfelf-  the 
power  of  affembling  the  colonies  in  congrefo.\  The 
bffl  then  propofed  to  repeal  all  the  laws  of  whick 
the  colonifts  complained,  and  to  pafs  aft  immedi- 
ate aft  of  amnefty*  The  principal  objeftions  to  the 
-bill  were,  that  it  conceded  too  much  for  Britaini, 
and  not  near  enough  to  fatisfy  the  Americans.  It 
was  alfo  cotitended  that^  as  a  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion 
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CHAP,  tion  had  been  alrody  chalked  out  m  die  fpeech 
^JjH^i:^  frem  the  throne,  it  would  be  difrefpedfiil  to  the 
r77s-     kmg  to  adopt  any  other  plan,  until  that  had  been 
tried.     The  difcuflion  of  this  bill  brought  forward 
the  molt  diftinguifhed  orators  on  both  fides ;'  when, 
on  a  divifion,  experiencing  the  ufual  hit  of  anti- 
minifterial  propofitions,    it   was   negatived  by  a 
great  majoriry. 
^"^J!^.  On  the  aoth  of  November,  lord  North  intro- 

tiaae  ana  duccd  a  bill  for  prohibiting  all  trade  andintercourfe 
l^h  Ane.  with  the  thirteen  colonies  of  America.  It  autho* 
"^  rized  the  commanders  of  his  majefty's  (hips  of  war 

to  make  prizes  of  the  (hips  or  goods  belonging  to 
the  Americans,  whether  found  on  the  high  feas. 
or  m  hart)our,  and  vefted  the  property  in  the  cap^ 
tors.  A  claufe  was  infdrted,  by  wldch  all  Ame- 
jdcans,  who  (hould  be  taken  on  board  the  veflels 
belong^g  to  that  continent,  were  made  liable  to 
ferve  indifcriminately,  without  diftinftion  of  per- 
fofis,  as  common  failors  on  board  our  (hips  of 
war«  at  the  difcretion  of  the  commanding  offi*^ 
cer.  Such  colo^iifts  were  to  be  entered  upon 
the  (hip's  books,  and  confidered  as  volunteers; 
and  being  fo  entered,  were  to  be  fet  on  (hore 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  part  of 
America  not  then  in  rebellion,  and  t^ere  to  be 
liberated.  As  this  prohibitory  bill  comprehended 
every  tpede$  of  the  American  commerce  and  em* 
ployment  upon  the  £ea  along  the  coaft  of  the  con- 
federated (tates,  all  the  former  a&s  which  affe£led 
any  particular  poft,  or  any  branch  of  commerce, 
were  repealed^  in  which  the  Bofton  port  and 
the  (ifhery  bills  were  included.    While  all  were 

profcrsbed 
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prc&:nbeA  who  refiifed  unconditional  fubmiffion,  ^  xvl'^* 
pardon  was  held  out  to  thofe  who  returned  to  their  ^*'^-"--^ 
diity,  and  comnriffioners  were  appointed  Sot  inquire      *^^^ 
ing  into  the  merits  of  individuals  or  colonies  who 
fhould  accept  of  the  proffered  mercy,     Oppofitxon 
jdifplayed  its  formidable  talents  in  (hewing  that  the 
propofed  law  amoimted  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
drove  the  Americans  to  the  alternative  of  abfolute 
fttbjugation,  or  independence;  that  it  would  ^ve 
the  finiihing  blow  to  the  feparation  of  Britain 
from  her  colonies,  farther  ruin  our  African  trade 
and    the    Weft    Indies,    and    arreft    remittances 
from  the  colonies  for    the    liquidation  of   their 
great   debts   due  to  Britiih  merchants.      While 
thus  producing  fo  much  mifchief  to  our  plant- 
ations and   mercantile  interefts,    the    Americans 
would  be  fupplied  from  other  markets ;    Britain 
would  lofe  a  great  fource  of  wealth,  with  little  an- 
noyance to  the  colonies,  and  to  the  gain  of  foreign 
nations.    It  was  a  ridiculous  inconfiftency  to  begin 
iyith  declaring  war  and  confifcating  the  effects  of 
the  Americans,  and  conclude  with  fome  fallacious 
provifions  concerning  peace.    In  defence  of  the  bill, 
it  was  faid,  that  the  Americans  were  at  war  with  us ; 
that  while  hoftilities  continued^  every  means  muft 
be  employed  to  diftrefs  our  antagonifts,  as  much  as 
if  we  were  acting  againft  external  enemies. '  Meffrs. 
Weddcrbume  and  Thurlow  difplayed  great  inge- 
nuity  in  fupporting  thefe  pofitions,    and  endea- 
voured to  prove,  that  the  inconveniencies  felt  by  the 
Weft  Indian  planters  and  Britifli  merchants  were 
temporary,  but  that  the  permanent  good  would 
overbalance  the  evil.    Petitions  againft  the  bill  were 

prefented, 
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CHAP,  pnsfented^  and  difiregarded :  it  was  carried^  hoxrefetf 
(^..^^^  dirough  both  honfesby  a  great  majority,  andpafled 
'77^      into  a  hw.    While  the  ad  -was  pending,  Mr.  Hartley 
propoled  a  conciliatory  bill,  fimilarin  principle  and 
objeA  to  that  of  Mr.  Burke,  though  femewhat  dif- 
ferent in  detail ;  but  it  met  with  the  fame  fate. 
D'tflTeieot  The  tnuifcendent  genius  of  Meffrs.  Burke  and 

Borke^^and*^  Fox,  though  exeroficd  in  every  fubjed  that  came 
^'-^"^      before  parliament,  had  two  different  fields  oa  which 
they  refpcftively  difplayed  their  greatefl:  excellence* 
The  l^flative  plans  propofed  by  oppofition,  pro- 
je£ks  of  conciliation,  and  other  fchemes  of  deliberative 
policy,  requiring  the  union  of  accurate  and  extenfive 
detail,  with  confirmed  habits  of  generalization,  were 
moft   frequently  the  produftions   of  Mr.  Burke. 
Difcuffions  of  executorial  plans,    and^concife  in- 
quiries concerning  fpecific  meafures,  requiring  alfo 
energy  of  intelleft,  firmnefs  and  decifion  of  temper, 
but  without  demanding  fuch  a  compafs  of  general 
knowledge,  or  at  lead  equal  habits  of  philofophic 
contemplation,  came  chiefly  from  Mr.  Fox.     Mr. 
Burke,  watching  over  legiflation,  might  be  called  tfie 
lawgiver,  and  Mr.  Fox,  over  executive  m^fures  and 
conduft,  the  ftatefman  of  oppofition.     On  the  2  2d 
of  November,  Mr.  Fox  moved  for  an  account  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe  of  the  expences  of  the  army 
in  America,  from  Auguft   1773  ^^  Augufl  1775. 
He  faid,  that  from  thefe  papers,  he  could  dbmon- 
ftrate  the  deluficm  of  minifters,  and  the  wafte  of  the 
pubKc  money,  to  have  been  aftonifhing.     The  ex- 
pences of  the  ordnance  in  particular  in  the  year 
1775,  had  been  greater  than  in  any  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough's  campaigns.     Although  every  branch 

of 


R5IGN  OF  QEORGE  in.  3,^ 

of  the  military  fervice  had  been  amply  provided  for 
by  the  minifter*$  own  acknowledgment,  and  ac» 
cording  to  his  own  appropriation  to  the  refpediyc  '775* 
Cervices^  a  debt  had  been  incurred  in  the  fmgle  de- 
partment of  ordnance,  amounting  to  two  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  pounds.  When  in  a  campaign 
of  fo  little  exertion  the  expenditure  had  been  fo 
great,  what  was  to  be  expe^^d  from  the  operations 
of  the  enfuing  year  i  Minifters  oppo&d  this  motion, 
becaufe,  they  faid,  feveral  accounts  were  not  re<> 
ceived.  Mr.  Fox  obvilated  their  objefljon,  *by  con- 
fining his  requifition  to  the  papers  which  were  in 
their  pofleifion-;  but  the  minifterial  party  alfo  contro- 
verted this^propofition,  and  from  their  unwillingnefs 
to  fiibmit  the  accounts  to  the  infpedion  of  the  houfe, 
Mr.  Fox  was  afterwards  doubly  vigilant  in  his  in- 
quiries concerning  public  expenditure. 

A  petition,  before  the  recefs,  was  prefented  •  from  Petition 
Nova  Scotia  to  each  houfe  of  parliament,  in  con*  Scotisu 
fequence  of  lord  North^s  conciliatory  propofition  ; 
which  by  its  promoters  was  intended  as  a  model  for 
the  reft  of -the  colonies.  It  propofed  a  revenue  to 
be  raifed  among  thenx,  under  the  direction  of  par- 
liament. .  This  doQirine  being  extremely  agreeable 
to  miniftry,  they  gave  the  petitioia  a  very  favourable 
reception,  though  they  knew  the  amount  of  the  re- 
venue muft  be  very  inconfiderable.  The  propofed 
mode  of  taxation  was,  the  payment  of  a  certain  pro 
portionable  fum  on  the  importation  of  foreign  com- 
modities, but  that  the  rate  of  the  duty  fhould  be  firft 
fixed  by  parliament.     To  this  plan  it  was  objefted, 

*  Sec  Parliamentary  Journal*,  Dec.  1,1775. 

that 
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CHAP,    that  the  revenue  heretofore  drawn  from  the  proviiic«j 
%..>^,^  every  part  of  which,  except  the  tea  duty,  had  beat 
>775*      fubmttied  to,  and  chiefly  paid,  was  more  produo 
tive  than  the  new  duties  propofed  in  lieu  of  them 
•     would  be,  in  cafe  this  regulation  was  generally 
adopted  ;  neither  did  it  appear  likely,  that  the  opu^ 
lent  colonies  fhould  follow  the  example  of  a  diftrid 
which  ever  had  been  a  confiderable  expence  to  gO' 
vemment,  and  continued  to  require  a  yearly  grant 
from  parliament  for  its  fupport.    The  minifter  at 
firft  fupported  the  petition,  and  a  motkm  founded 
upon  it  pafled  the  committee  }   but  during  the  dif* 
cufEon,  perceiving  its  inefficacy,  he  fuffered  it  to 
be  rejefted. 
Hefpond.  Hiough  the  public  meafures  and  declarations  of 

i!^A<iUrt  minifters  expreffed  a  determination  to  perfevere  in 
5S?!t!V^"'  coercion  and  confident  affunince  of  fuccefs,  yet  it 
«?;6*  is  now  known  •  that,  at  the  very  time  of  their  me- 
nacing proteftations,  they  were  really  oj^refled  witli 
fear  awd  defpondency:  they  appear,  indeed,  to 
have  been  wavering  between  the  fiailfe  fhame  that 
prevents  the  abandonment  of  projeds  which  had 
been  precipitately  embraced,  and  fad  forebodings 
of  ultimate  failure* 

The  firft  bufmefs  that  engaged  the  houfe  after  the 
recefs,  was  a  meafure  of  the  government  of  Ire* 

♦  From  various  fourdcs,  and  efpecially  from  the  writings  rf 
Gibbon^  as  we  may  fee  by  the  following  extra£l  from  a  letter, 
written  the  iSth  of  January  1776,  during  the  chriftmas  recefs. 
<*  I  think  cm'  meeting  will  be  lively  ;  a  fpirited  minority,  and  a 
defponding  majority.  The  higher  people  arc  placed,  the  more 
gloomy  are  their  countenances,  the  more  melancholy  their  fau- 
guage.  You  may  call  this  cowardice  ;  but  I  fear  it  rifea  from 
their  knowledge  (a  late  knowledge)  of  tlie  difficulty  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  bufmefs. 

a  land : 
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land}  the lord-Ueutcnant had fent  a  written meffage 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  requirmg,  in  the  king^s 
name,  four  thoufand  additional  troops  from  that  '^76. 
kingdom  for  the  American  fervice,  promifing  that 
their  expence  ihould  not  be  defrayed  on  the  Irifh 
eftablifliment,  and  oflFering  to  replace  them  by 
continental  auxiliarips  without  any  expence.  The 
commons  of  Ireland  granted  the  native  forces  re- 
quired ;  but  after  a  violent  debate,  leaving  the  mi- 
nifterial  party  in  the  minority,  they  refufed  to  ad- 
mit foreign  foldiers. 

The  meffage  propofing  the  employment  of  troops   Difcumwi 
from  and  in  Ireland  without  being  paid  by  that   pioyi^^It^f 
country,   obvipufly  meant   that  they  were   to  be  Jo/'Jhe  fcr!. 
paid  by  Great  Britain;   and  was  not  without  rea-  t^Y„^^* 
fon  confidercd  as  an  engagement  by  the  crown,  to   America. 
difpofe  of  Britifh  public  money  without  the  confent 
or  knowledge  of  the  Britifh  houlie  of  commons. 
On  the    15th   of   February   1776,    Mr.  Thomas 
Townfhend  moved,  that  the  lord-lieutenant's  mef- 
fage wds  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  that  houfe. 
The  arguments  by  which  he  fupported  his  motion 
were,  the  principles  and  praftice  of  the  Britifli  con- 
ftitution  concerning  pecuniary  grants,  and  the  de- 
iigns  which  fuch  attempts  intimated ;  he  alfo  men- 
tioned, though  only  incidentally,  the  abfurd  ex- 
travagance of  paying  eight  thoufand  men  for  the  ufc 
of  four  thoufand.    The  minifterial  fpeakcrs  did  not        » 
all  take  tbie  fame  ground:  lord  North  declared, 
that  though  his  majefty'^  fervants  in  Britain  had  a     - 
^necal  cooperation  with  his  fervants  in  Ireland,  the 
form^  did  not  coniidar  themfelves  as  rcfponfible  for 
the  condua  of  the  latter ;  he  however  juftified  the 

Vol.  II.  Y  meffage 
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meflagc  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  without 
clofely  difcuffing  the  right.  Others  fupporting  a 
higher  tone  of  prerogative,  infifted  that  the  king 
had  a  right  to  introduce  foreign  troops  into  any 
part  of  his  dominions  whenever  he  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient. Moft  members  of  oppofition  were  not 
'  very  ftrenuous  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  becaufe 

the  fcheme  which  it  ccnfured  had  not  been  put  into 
execution ;  and  it  was  rejefted  therefore  by  a  ma- 
jority greater  even  than  was  ufual. 
^o'ofeTin-        ^^^*  I'^^'s  propofed  inquiry  concerning  the  oni- 
q-iryinto      nancc,  was  only  prclufive  to  a  more  comprehen- 
ceif  of  hit"     five  fcrutiny.     On  the  2d  of  February  he  made  a 
«nrt'/*       motion  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  ill-fuccefs 
of  his  majefty's  arms  in  North  America,  as  alfb  into 
the  caufes  of  the  deteftion  of  the  Canadians.   That 
he  might  give  the  greater  cffed  to  his  prefent  pro- 
pofition,  he  avoided  every  extraneous  fubjefl: ;  he 
would  neither  (he  feid)  confider  the  right,  the  ex- 
pediency, or  the  pra£kicability  of  coercing  Ame- 
rica, but,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  admitting  them 
all,  would  (imply  inquire  whether  the  meafures  and 
proceedings  of  miniftry  upon  their  own  principles, 
had  produced  the  defired  and  predi&ed  eSeSt :  with- 
I  out  now  difcufling  the  end,  he  fhould  merely  examine 

the  fitnefs  of  the  means.  Beginning  with  the  Bof- 
ton  port  bill,  as  the  commencement  of  delarmined 
coercion,  he  purfued  an  hiilorical  detai)  of  the  mi- 
nifterial  meafures  down  to  the  prefent  time.  If,  ac- 
1.  cording  to  the  hypfithefis  of  miniilers,  coercion  was 
pradicable,  either  they  had  not  planned  efficient 
meafures,  and  afforded  the  proper  force,  or  they 
had  intruAed  its  direction  and  condud  to  incompe- 
tent 
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tent  officers :  there  had  fomewhere  been  incapacity,  ^  ^yi^' 
negleft,  or  mifconduft.     Whether  the  rapid  exten-   v,— -^^*-^ 
lion  of  difafFeftion,  the  fucceffes  of  the  Americans,      '^^^* 
and  the  inefficiency  of  our  troops,  was  owing  to  uii- 
fitnefs  in  one  clafs  of  fervants  to  deliberate  and  to 
determine,  in  another  to  execute,  or  to  both,  par- 
liament  ought  to  be  informed.     The  country  had 
given  the  minifter  the  means  of  eflPeftual  effort,  and 
had  a  right  to  explore  the  caufes  of  the  failure,  and 
to  know  what  minifters  or  mihtary  officers  deferved, 
or  did  not  deferve,  farther  employment.     Minifters 
themfelves,  if  confcious  that  no  blame,  was  juftly 
imputable  to  them,  were  interefted  in  promoting 
the  defired  fcrutiny  :    they  would  rejoice  at  fuch  an 
opportunity   of  vindicating  their  conduft   to   the 
public,  alid  of  convincing  the  people  that  our  pre- 
fent  national  difgraces,  misfortunes,  and  application 
of  that  fupport  which  they  had  fo  liberally  given, 
were  not  owing  to  minifterial  ignorance,  incapacity, 
or  wiatnt  of  integrity.     He  concluded  with  a  pofition, ' 
that  none  wifhed  to .  avoid  inquiry,  but  thofe  who 
were  either  culpable  themfelves,  or  wilhed  to  fcreen 
the  culpability  of  others ;  an  obfervation,  doubtlefs 
generally,  but  not  univerfally,  juft.    Mr.  Fox  urged 
diefe  arguments  with  a  force  which    could  not 
be  refitted  by  reafoning :  what  they  were  unable  to 
combat,   minifters  endeavoured  to  elude.     There 
appeared  on  the  queftion,  as  on  others  before  men- 
tioned, a  want  of  coincidence  in  the  arguments  of 
xniniftry  and  their  friends.     Lord  North  was  lefs  de-  ^^^  North 
cifive  in  his  opposition  than  many  of  his  fupporters,   uxllty^s 
and  very  evidently  (hewed  a  difpofition  to  modera-  farUfie^ "i^* 
tion,  from  which  he  was  often  recalled  by  his  more   *^«'- 
Y  2  violent 
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CHAP,    violent  co-adjutor« ;  he  had  rather  betrayed  than 


difcovered  a  difpofition  to  conciliate,  inftead  of  co- 
'^7^*  ercing,  but  had  been  prevented  by  the  abettors  of 
(Ironger  meafures.  In  difcuffions  vnth  oppofition, 
he  ihewed  a  (imilar  difpofition,  rather  to  palliate  than 
diredUy  to  controvert.  From  the  great  abilities  of 
his  lordihip,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  his  inde- 
cifion  arofe  in  fome  degree  from  doubts  about  th^ 
general  wifdom  of  the  plan  which  he  was  purfuing* 
It  was  by  no  means  probable,  that  a  man  of  lord 
North's  talents,  if  thoroughly  convinced  that  what 
he  propofed  was  unobjeftionable,  would  difcover 
fuch  hefitation.  He  admitted,  that  mifcarriages  bad 
happened,  but  it  was  impoilible  to  forefee  every 
eyent ;  be  was  ready  to  refign  his  office,  whenever 
the  houfe  fhould  withdraw  its  confidence.  .Mr. 
Fox  had  charged  adminiflration  with  wickednefs, 
ignorance,  and  negleA ;  the  firfl,  he  afiured  them, 
was  wrong,  and  the  two  laft  remained  to  be  proved. 
This  vague,  temporifing,  and  indeciiive  reply  to 
Mr.  Fox's  definite  charges,  if  it  did  not  prove,  at 
leafl  afforded  grounds  for  forming  an  opink)n,-  that 
Sup^fed  not  lord  North  himfelf  was  not  altogether  fatisfied  wWi 
the  coercive  thc  part  wbich  he  was  aamg.  Others  of  much  lets 
^^'"*        ability  were  by  far  more  decided  in  ib&r  oppofitioa 

to  an  inquiry. 
GcraaV*  ^  ^^^  ^9^^  ^^  February,  treaties  between  his 
priBccf.  jnajefly  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwic,  aUb  the  land* 
grave  of  Heffe  Caffel  and  the  hereditary  prince  of 
HeiTe  CalTel,  were  laid  before  pariiament.  By  thde 
agreements,  four  thoufand  three  hundred  Brunt 
wic  troops  and  twelve  thoufand  Heffians  were 
taken  into  Britii^  fervice.    To  the  duke  of  Brunfwic 

an 
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an  znh\i&\  fubUdy  was  to  be  paid^  of  fifteen  thoufand  chap. 
five  himidred  and  nineteen  pounds.    For  the  Hef-  y^^^C^ 
fians  a  double  rate  was  to  be  paid,  amounting  to      ^77^. 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  two  Hundred 
and  ninety-eight  men.     The  levy-money  to  both 
princes  was  feven  pounds  four  fhillings  and  four- 
pence  per  head ;  every  man  killed  was  to  be  charged 
at  the  rate  of  the  levy-money.     All  were  to  receive 
the  fame  pay,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  as  Britiih 
troops.     The  minifter  contended^  that  the  fupply 
was  neceflary  j  and  that  the  terms  were  fair.     Oppo- 
sition reprobated  the  meafure  of  hiring  foreign  mer- 
cendries  againft  Britifti  fubjefts ;  the  motion,  however, 
was  carried  by  a  great  majority  in  both  houfes.  The 
fecretary  at  war  having  moved  for  a  fupply  of 
845,0001.  for  the  extraordiiiaries  of  the  army,  this 
vaft  demand  incurred  in  fo  fhott  a  time,  and  in  fo 
confined  and  inefficacious  a  fervice,  roufed  all  the 
vigour  of  oppofition.      Neither  the  campaign  of 
.1704,    which   by  difcomfiting   France  delivered 
Europe;    nor  of    1760,    which    fubdued  North 
America;  had  coft  near  fo  much  as  1775,  which 
produced  nothing  but  difgrace.     Minifters  refted 
their  meafures  on  the  fanftion  of  parliament ;  the 
inisfortunes  of  the  laft  campaign  Cthey  faid)  were 
.owing  to  their  belief  that  the  Americans  were  not 
in  general  fo  wicked  as  they  had  aftually  proved,  and 
'^froni  that  con viftion  we  had  employed  too  fmall  an 
army;  but  in  the  prefent  campaign,  the  force  which 
Ihould  be  fe6t  would  totally  reduce  the  colonies. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  laft  attempt  was  Laft  efforts 
made  to  prevent  war  between  the  parent  and  the  of  CrVft^n'' 
^hlldten.    The  duke  of  Grafton  moved  an  ad-  ^^'«>"«i'*- 

Y  3  drefs  '""' 
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CHAP,   drefs  to  his  majefty,  intreating,  that  to  put  an  end 
K^^,^  to  the  eflfufion  of  blood,  and  to  evince  to  the  world 
*776-      the  wiflj  of  the  fovereign  and  the  parliament  to  re- 
ftore  peace  and  tranquillity,  he  fhould  iffue  a  pro- 
clamation, declaring,  if  the  revolted  colonies  would 
prefent  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty's 
forces  in  America,  or  to  the  commifTioners  fent  out 
with  powers  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  making 
peace  or  war,  a  petition  fetting  forth  their  grievances, 
hoftilities  (hould  be  immediately  fu^pended,  and  the 
petition  referred  to  the  parliament,  to  be  confidered 
with  the  moft  folemn  and  ferious  attention.    The 
great  obje£t  of  this  motion  feems  to  have  been,  to 
remedy  the  defers  of  the  late  prohibitory  a£k: 
which,  according  to  oppoiition,  held  out  a  delufive 
fliew  of  peace,  without  fumifliing  the  means,  or 
containing  the  poy^ers,  by  which  it  could  be  effefted. 
Befides  the  general  arguments  which  this  motion 
naturally  fuggefted,  its  mover  adduced  a  declaration 
of  lord  George  Germaine  in  the  other  houfe,  that 
nothing  lefs  than  unconditional  fubmiflion  from 
America  would  fatisfy  Britain.     To  promote  the 
addrefs,  his  grace  farther  itated,  that  intelligence  was 
received  by  himfelf  that  meflengers  had  been  fent  by 
France  to  general  Wafhington  and  the  congrefs,  and 
argued  that  this  conciliatorypropofition  would  prevent 
the  Americans  from  feeking  the  means  of  defence  in 
foreign  affiftance.  Minifters  contended,  that  concili- 
ation was  almofl  imprafticable,  and  that  nothing  could 
more  certainly  prevent  it  than  conceffion.  An  offer  to 
admit  them  to  amity  on  any  other  terms  than  thofe 
already  propofed,  would  be  a  degradation  to  the 
honour  of  the   king,    the   parliament,    and  the 
country.    The  Americans  would  be  reduced  in  one 

campaign 
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campaign  to  accept  of  the  terms  which  we  were   chap. 
pleafed  to  offer:     France  would  not  interfere  in   ^,.,-^,>^ 
a  difpute  between  us  and  our  colonies.     If  flie  had      .7'^' 
any  fuch  intention,  it  would  be  an  additional  argu-  am!ie  par- 
raent  for  employing  our  force  to  fubjugate  Ame-  i""J"  '*"*• 
rica,  before  Ihe  could  be  joined  by  fo  powerful  an   ^^"*'**'^ 
auxiliary.     We  have  (they  faid)  pafled  the  Rubicon,   the  a  mc- 
and  it  is  no  longer  time  for  us  to  be  propoling  con- 
ciliation.     This   was   the  language  not   of  mere 
parrots    of  the    political    creeds    that    happened  / 

to  be   in  vogue   for  the  day,  but  of   many  Xe- 
nators    of   confiderable    talents    and   knowledge; 
fome    highly    diftinguifhed  for    ability,    and  one 
equal  to  moft  men  that  ever  appeared  in  a  legiflative 
aflembly.     A  reader,  who  fhould  know  the  origin, 
principles,  and  hiftory  of  the  American  war,  with- 
out having  attended  to  parliamentary  debate  and 
ipeeches^  would  learn  with  furprife,  that  a  moft  ftre- 
auous  abettor  of  coercive  meafures,  a  determined 
enemy  to  every  plan  of  a  conciliatory  fpirit,  a  fup- 
porter  of  uneonditionaji  fubmiffion,  and  a  prophefier 
of  ipeedy  fiibjugation,  was  lord  Mansfield.     Such 
powers  of  argument  in  cafes  of  momentous  import- 
ance, drawing  conclufions  from  infufEcient  inform- 
ation and  erroneous  principles ;  fuch  profound  wif- 
dom  fandtioning  the  meafures,  decrees,  and  a£]bs  of 
miilnformation,  precipitancy,  and  violence;  afford 
a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  weaknefs  which,  from  the 
imperfei^ion  of  human  nature,  is  often  intermingled 
with  the  moft  exalted  qualities ;  it  teaches  the  rea- 
foner  in  drawing  his  inferences,  and  the  counfellor 
in  forming  his  fchemes,  not  to  place  implicit  re- 
liance on  either  the  authority  or  example  of  even 
an  illuftrious  fage.  '  ^ 

Y  4  A  biU 
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CHAP.       A  bill  was  this  year  propofcd  for  eftabliflimg  a  mfli. 

v^^^^i^  tia  in  Scotland,  which  was  eagerly  patronized  by  mem- 
•776       bers  from  that  country,  but  ftrongly  controverted  by 

1^  biu"^"    Englifh  fenators.     In  favour  of  the  bill  it  was  ar- 
gued,  that  the  obvious  utility  of  militia  as  a  national 
defence,  rendered  its  eftablifliment  as  proper  in  Scot- 
land as  in  England  ;  and  that  the  attachment  now 
evinced  by  Scotchmen  to  the  family  on  the  throne, 
removed  objeftions  formerly  weighty.    On  the  other 
fide  it  was  alleged,  that  there  was  neither  neceflity 
nor  occafion  for  the  propofed  fcheme.  A  militia  was 
local,  and  paid  by  the  landholders  for  their  protec- 
tion   and   defence ;   the  Scotch  paid  one  fortieth 
part  only  of  the  land-tax,  out  of  which  the  militia 
€xpences  were  paid :  the  population  of  Scotland 
was  a  fifth  of  thj^t  of  England ;  it  was  therefore 
unreafonable  in  her  to  apply  for  a  militia,  in  the 
maintenance  of  which  her  expence  would  be  but 
one-eighth  of  her  advantage  in  proportion  to  Eng- 
land,   The  anfwer  to  this  was  obvious ;  that  though 
the  fpedfic  fund  for  defraying  the  militia  expences 
was  the  land-tax,  the  proreftion  of  that  branch  of 
revenue  was  not  its  fole  purpofe,  but  the  defence  of 
ievery  conftituent  of  private  and  public  jproperty  and 
fecurity.     After  a  warm  conteft,  the  minifter  being 
If  lejeaed.    left  iu  a  minority,  the  bill  was  rejcSed. 

In  providing  the  ways  and  means  for  the  current 
year,  a  loan  of  two  millions  was  found  neceffary. 
The  funds  for  paying  the  intereft,  being  taxes  on 
articles  of  luxury,  were  fevourable  to  the  financial 
charafter  of  the  minifter.  After  paffing  a  vote  of 
credit  for  another  million,  the  feffion  clofed  on  the 
123d  of  May. 
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jEvact$Mtion  of  Bofton.^BritiJh  troops  fail  to  HaiiffipC'-^hje^ 

of  campaign  1 776,  three :  frj,  recovery  of  Canada,  andin^ 

vafton  of  colonies  by  the  lakes  ^fecondly,  expedition  to  Canh' 

lina — thirdly,  and  chiefly,  invafton  of  New  Tori. — ^ehec 

relieved,  and  Canada  recovered.-^Britifb  armament  under 

fr  Henry  Clinton  and  fir  Peter  Parier,  arrives  too  late  in 

North  Carolina— proceed  to  the fouth-ftege  of  Charlejlowsi 

^^raifed*-^  Internal  proceedings  of  the  colonies — declaration 

of  independence— OhjeSls  and  recfoHs  of  the  Nenv  Torh  /ap- 

pedition — Britifh  force  arrives  there -^ defer iption  of  New 

.  Tork  and  its  dependencies^^pacificating  overtures  of  the  Bri" 

ii/h  commanders— rejected. — Battle  of  Long  Ifand. — Ame^ 

ricans  defeated,  but  efcape. — Capture  of  New  Tork— town 

fet  on  fire  by  the  Americans. — Battle  of  White  Plains-^ 

Americans  defeated  in  one  part,  but  the  main  body  efcapes^ 

— Battle  and  capture  of  Fort  Wafbington. — General  Howe 

plans  detached  expeditions-^invafion  and  reduBion  tfRhode^ 

Ifland — rapid  fuccejfes  tf  lord  Comwallis  in  the  Jerfeys^^ 

cMftemation  and  flight  of  the  Americans^^expeEl  general 

Howe  at  Philadelphia***lcnrd  Cornwallis  ordered  into  win* 

ieryf^uarters-^^rennval  of  American  fpirits  from  the  ceffistion 

of  purfuit^^-animated  to  mofl  extraordinary  exertions — their 

offen/ive  operations-^furprife  of  the  Heffians  at  Trenton^ 

and  its  important  effeEls. — Operations  on  the  lakes — Crown 

Point  taken,  but  evacuated. — General  refult  of  the  campaign* 

— Depredations    of  American   privateers — encouraged  by 

France  and  Spain. 

^HE  principal  fcene  of  adion  in  which  Britain  ^  "viiT' 

was  now  engaged,  was  the  American  colonies ;   ^— z-^— * 
thither,  therefore,  the  hiftory  muft  call  the  atten-  ^^J^l^^ 
lion  of  the  reader.    Bofton,  from  the  preceding  ofBoHoo* 

fummer^ 
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CHAP,    fummtr,  I^ad  continued  in  a  date  of  blockade. 

^J^.^^   Gage  was  returned  home,  and  the  command  had 
'77*.       devolved  on  general  Howe.     The  Britifii  admiral 
having  been  difpleafed  with  the  condud  of  Fal- 
mouth, a  fea  port-town  in  the  northern  part  of 
Maffachufets  Bay,  cannonaded  and  deftroyed  the 
place;  and  the  provincials  being  informed  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, iflued  out  letters  of  marque  and  reprifel, 
declaring,  however,  it  was  their  intention  to  con- 
fine their  hoftilities  to  the  capture  of  fliips  which 
ihould  carry  ftores  and  provifions  to  the  Britifh 
army  at  Bofton.     Several  veffels  laden  with  necief- 
faries  of  life  were  taken  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
harbour ;  the  capture  of  the  coal  fliips  was  feverely 
felt,  both  from  the  coldnefs  of  the  winter  in  that 
climate,  and  from  that  being  a  harder  feafon  than 
ufual.     Many  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  known 
abettors  of  the  American  caufe,  were  ftill  retained 
as  hoflager,  and  all  the  loyalifts  who  could  efcape 
took  refuge  in  Bofton ;  thence  there  was  not  only 
a  want  qf  frcfli  meat,  but  even  of  fait  provifions. 
To  fupply  the  deficiency  of  firing,  they  deftroyed 
feveral  houfes,  and  ufed  the  materials ;  but  ftill  the 
fcarcity  increafed.     Aware  of  the  difficulties,  Wafc- 
ington  profecuted  the  fiege  with  a  double  vigour,  in 
order  to  take  the  place  before  the  arrival  of  rein- 
forcements from  Britain.     On  the  2d  of  March,  a 
battery  was  opened  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  town, 
whence  it  was  dreadfully  annoyed  by  a  furious  dif- 
charge  of  cannon  and  bombs;   and  on  the  5th, 
another  afted  on  the  eaftern  fliore.     Neverthelefs, 
the  Britifli  troops  acquitted  themfelves  with  fur- 
prifmg  fortitude,   and  during  fourteen    days   eiv 

-     dured 
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dured  this  bombardment  with  undaunted  coixmge.  chap. 
The  befleged  had  no  alternative,  but  either  to  dif-   w-v-w 
lodge  the  Americans,   or  to  evacuate  the  town«      *77^ 
The  general  attempted  to  attack  the  enemy,  but 
found  they  were  fo  ftrongly  polled  as  to  render  the 
aiTault  impra&icable.  The  Britifh  mud  have  afcended 
a  popendicuiar  eminence,  on  the  top  of  which  the 
Americans  had  prepared  hogflieads  chained  toge- 
ther in  great  numbers,  and  filled  with  ftones  *,  to 
roll  down  upon  the  king's  troops  as  they  climbed 
up  the  hill.     Finding  that  they  could  not  force  the  ^')^* 
works  of  the  American  general,  and  being  in  the  fx  hau&x. 
greateft  diftiefs  for  want  of  provifions,  general  Howe 
and  the  Britiih  loyalifts  embarked  for  Halifax  on  the 
17th  of  March,  and  arrived  there  in  the  end  of 
the  month.    By  their  departure,  the  Americans  be*. 
came  mailers  of  Bofton  and  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  artillery  and  (lores,  which  general  Howe 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind.     Some  (hips  were  left 
in  the  bay,  to  pr©teft  the  veffels  which  fliould  arrive 
from  England ;  but,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  they 
were  not  fuiEcient  to  prevent  the  Britifli  tranfports 
from  felluig  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  objeds"  propbfed  by  the  Britifli  govern-  objeOkcf 
ment  in  the  prefent  campaign  were  three — ^to  pi!j^"*" 
Relieve  Quebec,  recover  Canada,  and  invade  the 
colonies  through  the  lakes — to  make  an  impreflion 
on  the  fouthem  provinces,  and  to  undertake  an  ex- 
pedition to  New  York.  During  thefe  tranfadions 
at  Bofton,  colonel  Arnold  continued  the  blockade 

*  **  This  fpecies  of  preparation,  (Mr.  Stedman  obferves,)  will 
fxemplify  in  a  ilriking  manner  that  fertility  of  c:^pcdicntt 
which  ftrongly  charadterifed  the  Americans  during  the  war/* 

.  of 
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^  xvii.^'   ^^  Quebec,  notwithft&iiding  a  very  fevere  feafem, 
v-**v— i^  and  under  great  difficulties;  reillforcemetits  anired 
«*^^      Tery  flowly  from  the  cofigrefs,  and  the  Canadians 
were  diflieartened  and  wavering;    the  fitccoursj 
however,   at   laft   came,  and  Quebec  being  cut 
bfffiipm  fupplies  by  land,  and  the  ice  in  die  river 
not  admitting  affiftance  from  England,  the  townf- 
men  and  garrifon  experienced  msfnj  diflkukies. 
But  as  the  feafon  advanced  for  the  fafe  navigation 
of  the  river,  the  Americans  became  more  adive, 
that  they  might  anticipate  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
from  England :  they  renewed  the  fi^e,  and  ereded 
batteries  to  burn  the  fhipping.    While  the  befieged 
were  engaged  in  attending  to   thofe  operations, 
Arnold  attempted   to  ftorm  the  town  in  anotl)er 
quarter,  and  made  his  entrance  into  the  fuburbs, 
but  could  not  penetrate  farther.    sMeanwhile,  the 
fmall-pox,  fo  peftilential  in  .that  country  where  ino* 
culation  was  not  common,  broke  out  in  the  Ame* 
,   rican  army,  and  frightened  many  of  the  foldiers  to 
Q^becis     defert.     Although  it  was  now  the  beginning  of 
olVda^^^  May,'  and  the  river  was  far  from  being  clear  of  ice, 
cowed.       j^jj  JEnglilh  fquadron  made  its  w^y  up  to  (^ebec^ 
and  on  finding  fuccours  arrived,  the  befiegers  re- 
tired.    On  the  9th  of  May,  Carleton  pfoceeded  i^ 
purfuit  of  Arnold,  jufl:  as  they  had  begun  the  rtttcat* 
Seeing  the  troops,    they  left    the  artillery  and 
military  (lores  to  the  Britiih,  and  thus  the  fieg^ 
of  Quebec   was    raifed,    after  continuing  about 
five    months.       Underftanding  that    a    nuild)er 
of  fick  and  wounded  provincials  were  fcattered 
about  the  woods  and  villages,  the  governor  ifiued  a 
proclamation,  ordering  the  proper  officers  to  find 
I  out 
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out  thefe  miferaUe  people,  afibrd  them  relief  and  c  h  a  p« 
ailiftance  at  the  public  expence,  and  aflure  them    ^....v*^ 
that,  on  their  recovery,  they  {hould  have  die  liberty       *77^ 
to  return  to  their  refpeftive  provinces.     In  the  end 
of  May,  feverai  regiments  arriving  from  Ireland  and 
England,  together  with  a  regiment  from  general 
Howe,  and  the  Brunfwic  troops,  which,  when  added 
to  thofe  who  were  before  in  the  province,  amounted 
to  thirteen  thoufand  men,  Carleton  prepared  for 
ofFenfive  operations.     The  general  rendezvous  was 
at  the  three  rivers,  about  half-way  bAween  Mon- 
treal and  Quebec.     A  body  of  Americans  having 
attacked  the  advanced  divifion  of  the  Britifh  troops, 
was  repulfed  with  great  lofs.     General  Burgoyne 
arrived  with  the  rdnforcements  in  Canada,  and  was 
fent  in  purfuit  of  the  provincials.  Confcioiis  of  their 
inability  to  maintain  their  conqueft,  the  provincials 
evacuated  Montreal,  Fort  St.  John,  croffed  Lake 
Champldn,    and  ftationed  themfelves   at  Crown 
Point,  whither  the  Britifli  commander  did  not  follow 
them  for  the  "prcfent.     While  the  campaign  opened 
thus  aufpicioufly  for  Britain  in  the  north,  attempts 
were  made  to  re^ftablifh  her  authority  inthefouth. 
The  governors  of  the  feverai  colonies  had  repre- 
fented,  that  in  the  middle  and  fouthem  provinces 
there  was  a  confiiderable  fpirit  of  loyalty,  but  that  the 
well^ffefted  were  afraid  to  difcover  their  fentiments ; 
and  that  if  a  powerful  force  were  fent  from  the  mo- 
thcr-country  to  co-operate  with  them,  they  would 
immediately  attach  themfelves  to  her  caufe.   In  con- 
fequcnccof  this  information,  an  army  was  prepared, 
xmder  the  command  of  fir  Henry  Clinton  and  fir 
Feter  Fkrker,  and  ordered  to  fail  <o  North  Carolina, 

from 
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CHAP,    from  the  loyalifts^  of  which  the  mod  fangtkine  ex* 

^^- "-i^     pefbrions  were  entertained. 
t776-  Governor  Martin  of  North  Carolina,   though 

fSTilfd^    obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  (hip,  had  been  extremely 

c«riiiiii««  aftive  in  the  fervice  of  Britain :  he  maintained  a 
correTpondence  with  the  fettlers  in  the  back-country, 
efpedally  with  an  unruly  clafs  of  men,  known 
by  the  name  of  regulators,  who  were  inimical  to 
orderly  government,  had  formerly  been  very  trou- 
blefome  to  the  Britifh  eilabliihment,  and  transferred 
to  the  provincials  their  hofUIity,  fmce  they  had  ac- 
quired the  afcendancy.  In  the  fame  parts,  there 
was  a  totally  different  fet  of  men,  emigrants  from  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  under  the  pretUire  of  the  mod 
indigent  drcumftances,  who  were  diftinguifhed  for 
loyalty  to  their  foverdgn,  and  attachment  to  their. 
native  land,  which  poverty  and  want  had  compelled 
them  to  abandon.  Aftuated  by  fuch  contrary  mo- 
tiyes  to  oppofe  the  Americans,  thefe  two  claffes  of 
fettlers  co-operated  and  acquired  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  force.  Martin  projected  to  unite  with  them 
.  all  the  back-fettlers  of  the  fouthem  colonies,  aii4 
that  the  whole  fhould  ad  in  conjun£)ion  with  the 
king's  troops,  who  were  expe&ed  early  in  the  ^zing, 
and  alfo  bring  forward  die  Indians  to  aifift  the 
royal  caufe.  By  the  defire  of  Martin,  Mr.  Mac- 
donald,  a  l^ighland  gentleman,  of  known  courage, 
cnterprife,  and  ability,  direded  and  headed  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  fcheme :  the  governor  alfo  iffued  a 
proclamation,  conunanding  all  perfons  on  their  al- 
legiance to  repair  to  the  royal  ftandard ;  but  it  was 
neceffary  to  embody  the  loyalifts,  in  order  to  keep 
them  fteady  in  their  intextions^  and  this  ftep  ultL- 

niately 


\' 
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mately  difconcerted  the  undertaking.     Their  hopes  chap. 
of  fuccefs  refted  on  the  concealment  of  the  defign,   s— -v-w 
until  his  majefty's  troops  (hould  arrive;  but  the      '^^ 
formation  of  a  corps,  however,  foon  reached  and 
alarmed  the  provincials.     General  Macdonald  pro- 
pofed  to  march  to  Wilmington,,  and  there  occupy 
a  fecure  poft,  until  the  Britiih  landing  (hould  be  able 
to  afford  them  afliftancc.    Informed  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, Mr.  Moore,  a  provincial  gentleman,  and 
colonel  of  the  Carofinians,  advanced  with  a  body 
of  troops  in  queft  of  Macdonald.     The  bighlander 
fent  Moore  a  copy  of  the  king's  proclamation ;  in 
anfwer  to  which,  the  provincial  commander  trant 
mitted  the  teft  to  the  congrefs,  promifing  (if  they 
fliould  fubfcribe  it)  to  treat  Macdonald  and  his  party 
as  friends,  but  denouncing  the  fevereft  vengeance 
in  cafe  of  a  refufaL     The  royalifts  lafing  time  in 
negotiation,  the  provincials  had  leifure  to  aflemble 
in    greater  numbers  to  the  ftandard  of  colonel 
Moore.     Macdonald  proceeding  on  his  march,  de<^ 
fcried  Mr.  Cafwell,  a  provincial  colonel,  who  was 
^ailening  with  a  body  of  colonifts  to  join  the  ge- 
neral,  and  found  him  pofted  at  Moore's  creek 
bridge  upon  Cape  Fear  river,  not  far  from  Wil- 
mington.   The  emigrants  with  great  fury  began  the 
attack  with  broad  fwords ;  but  colonel  Macleod, 
the  fecond  in  command,  and  others  of  their  briveft 
ofEcerls  being  killed,  the  people,  who,  in  the  fpiric 
ef  their  native  country  regarded  their  leaders  as 
chieftains,  were  dilheartened  by  the  fall  of  their 
commanders,  and  thrown  into  a  confufion  which 
reached  the  reft  of  the  corps ;  the  whole  party  was 
broken  and  difperfed,  and  being  parfued,  many  of 

them 
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CHAP,    tbem  were  taken  prironers^  and  among  others,  ge* 
y^^i^    neral  Macdonald.    Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  firft 
177^      enterprife  in  the  fouthem  colonies  for  fupporting 
the  caufe  of  the  Bridih  government. 
Wti&ar-  Among  the  caufes  which  had  contributed  to  the 

»nder6r       diftiuguiflied  fuccefs  of  Mr*  fecretary  Pitt's  bellige- 
u^ZdCu'  rent  meafures^   one  of  the   moil  efficacious  was 
l^^^"'     promptnefs  of  preparation*    This  was  a  quality  ex- 
tremely deficient  in  the  armaments  that  were  em- 
ployed during  the  miniftry  of  lord  North,   and  the 
forces  fent  out  on  an  expedition  were  frequently 
too  late  for  accomplifhing  their  purpofe.      The 
troops  deflined  to  co-operate  with  the  loyalifts  of 
the  fouth,  ought  to  have  left  Cork  before  Chriflmas, 
that  they  might  reach  Carolina  in  the  beginnmg  of 
fpringy  fo  as  to  be  in  the  field  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  great  heats  that  are  fo  injurious  to 
northern  conilitutions,    unlefs  gradually  encoun- 
tfriwtoo     tei^;  but  they  did  not  depart  from  Ireland  ull 
c^^n^^'*  the  7th  of  February,   and  it  was  the  3d  of  May 
before  they  arrived  at  Cape  Fear.  General  Clinton 
having  joined  them  from  Bofton,  took  tbecommand ; 
and  finding  that  from  the  difcomfiture  of  the  roy- 
alifts  be  could  have  no  hopes  of  fuQcels  in  North 
'         Carolina,  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  South 
FTOOKd'^to    Carolina,  and  to  befiege  Charkftown  its  c^tal. 
This  town  was,  the  ^eat  fupport  of  the  warlike  pre- 
parations in  the  fouthem  colonies,  and  on  account 
both  of  its  ilrength  and  opulence^  would  be  an  im« 
portant  acquifition  to  Britain* 

The  harbour  of  Charleflown  wa*  J)roteaed  and 
commanded  by  a  fort  upon  Sullivan's  ifland,  which 
is  formed  by  th«  con^ux  of  the  rivers  Afbley  and 

Cooper, 


tbeibathr 
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b^ifiTe'miiid  viewed  remote  and  "diftaht  obfefls;  chap;: 

hsfaw  that  whatever  was  the  entnity  betweea  Bri*  '_-,-^ 

tasi  and  Amenca  at  prefent,  k  muft  at  length  ter*     *'^^* 

minate.     He  knew  the  vaft  advantages  that  had 

accf u^^  and  the  greater  which  might  proceed  from 

th6  renewal  of  friendly  relations  between  .OBrttam 

and  Ndrth  America ;  their  language^  their  refpiec^ 

tire  objefts  and  purfuks  fitted  them  for  a  recipro* 

city  of  j[>enefit,  if  united,  which  He  did  not  appre-i 

head  they  coijid  enjoy  if  feparafed;'    Diftinginfiied 

as  a  champion*  of  liberty,  he  was  its  champixm  witfa[ 

the  priilciples  and  difcriminatson  of  a  wife  manrl 

he  loved  freedom  fecinvBd  by  order,  and  was  «  pro-* 

kmd  admirer  of  the  Britilh -conftitution:  .hc;-tifcA 

.    ""M   7'  ■•■' — ^r— -! *'■'•*     '  ■ { ;"    /■'^■^ 

aad  }>arl}y  on  a  letur  ior  many  years  iinpute4  to  .hioit  and  in^ 
fert^d  in  a  publication,  wiuchj  till  very  lately,  paffcd  for  ge- 
nuine. The  work  in  queftion  is  intitled,  "  Epiilles,  Doioiellic, 
" Cdnfidcntial,  and  Official,  from  General  Wafhington  j^and  wfti 
loQ|f  current,  as  its  contents  w^re  probable,  and  its  wwtrantm 
ramhed-tnocoiitiatdi^ied*  The  letter  from'  iwhich  I  tsmdc  -xh^ 
citat^n  iirferted  ia  a  note,  pages  344.  and  34;^  of  vq)%  ii 
had  b<eo,  with  five  others^  denied  by  general  Wafhington,  in 
an  American  gazette,  to  be  genuine,  a  (ho rt  time  before  hit 
death.  This  difavowal  I  did  not  hear  df,  till  feveral  ttonthi 
after  ikt  publka^a  of  the  work,  when  Mr.  Blieeck<n%  nf.'New 
York,  wrote  met  that  the  Epiftles  in  queitioa  nwere  fpurio^ 
and.  referred  me  to  the  gazette  in  which  they  were  difavowod 
by  general  Wafhington.  Far  from  wifhing  to  impute  any  ex- 
preffion  to  any  charader  in  my  hiftory  which  he  did  not  uie, 
I  am  defiroBS  of  cbrreiftiiig  the  error  refpeSEing  that  fa^t  and 
foK  tiiat  puipofe  havediredbd  the  qnotation  from  the  aHcgod 
leUcr  ta  Mr.  Lund  Wa&ington  to  be  ci^pceUedi  and  the  "pu^ 
fent  explanation  fobftituted  in  its  j^e. 

"My  general  opinion,  however,  that  Waftiington,  fo  eminent 
for  wifiiom  tnd  modieration,  was/  an  enemy  to  democratic  irio« 
lence,  not  reiling  on  one  letter,  but  on  the  whole  tenour  of  ha 
conduft,  continues  lh«  ftn^ 

'      ♦Zs  not 
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^XYjr^*  not  therefore  favour  the  democratidd  principles 
'^-'-^^  which,  firft  fpread  by  the  New  Eoghndcrsj  hid 
'77^  extended  tbmugh  the  colonies ;  he  fote&w  that  the 
confutation  refnltiiig  from  iiidependtoce  would  be 
xcpoblican,  and  might  from  the  influence  of  demot 
cratic  zealots  be  inconfiftent  with  trant|uil}ity  and 
farder.  He  thereJFore  did  liot,  eilter  into  the  vio- 
lence which  was  manifefted  by  many  abettors,  of 
independence.  Engaged,  hoil^eyer,  in  conducting 
military  afiailrs,  ht  did  ndt  deetn  himfelf  neceffitated 
publickly  to  declare  etery  opinioti  Which  he  might 
Ibrm  upon  the  dvil  and  political. proceedings  of  his 
oiontrymen ;  and  without  agreong  with  etery  de- 
magogue that  tould  agitate  and  inflame  the  popup 
lace,  he  continued  to  fupport  his  country  in  de- 
fending "tvhat  he  thought  her  liberty ;  fome  of  her 
counfels  and  refolutlons  might  not  meet  his  &pprd* 
bation,  biit  was  he  therefore  to  defert  her  in  war 
and  danger  ?  As  a  patriot,  he  emptoyed  his  talents^ 
not  only  in  endeavouring  to  extricate  her  from 
danger  and  difficulty,  but  in  facrifidng  his  Mnx 
pardcular  fendments  for  the  fake  of  unanimity  and 
the  general  welfare. 

Writers  favburable  to  the  coercion  of  America 
afSrm,  that  independence  was  long  before  that  period 
ihe  aim  of  their  leaders ;  but  being  able  to  adduce 
ho  teitimOny  or  documents  in  fupport  of  their  af- 
fertimi,  reft  its  weight  on  probable  inferences  from 
their  conduft.  ^^  Hence  (fiiys  a  late  hiftorian  *). 
their  complaints  of  grieirances  were  clamorous^  fre- 
quent, and  fpecific,  while  their  profeffions  of  attach- 
ment and  loyalty  were  merely  general,  and  atteniled 

*  Adolpbui,  toL  114  p»  171. 
I  witfc 


RtiGM  OF  OEORGE  lit  343 

remained  in  Philadelphia  a  confiderable  body  inimi^  ^^yf^  ^- 
cal  to  independence.    In  Maryland,  the  delegates  *— >,'*^» 
were  inftruded  to  oppofe  the  quelUon  of  independ*      '^^^* 
ence  in  congrefe*   Having  accordingly  voted  againlt 
ir,  they  were  driven  from  the  aflembly ;  and,  on  re* 
turmng  home,  they  found  the  violent  paorty  gaining 
ground.     A  fecond  meeting  of  conftitueacs  was 
|:alled,  and  they  returned  with  inftrudions  to  vote 
for  independence.     On  the  4th  of  July,,  the  con-  Declaration 
grefs  of  dekg?ites  from  thirteen  EngUfli  colonies  in  en«.*'^'"  ' 
Amfrica^  declared  the  provinces  a  free  and  inde-^ 
pendent  ftate.    In  the  declaration,  they  commenced 
with  obferving,  that  when  it  becomes  neceffary  for 
one  people  to  diffolve  the  political  bands  *  whidi 
have  connected  it  with  another,  and  to  aflume 
among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  feparate  and 
equsd  ftation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature,  of  nations, 
and  of  God,  entitle  them,  a  decent  refped:  to  the 
opiniogis  of  mankind  requires  that  they  ihould  de- 
clare the  caufe  which  impels  them  to  the  feparation. 
Government  being  an  inftitution  for  the  happmefs 
of  the  governed,  whenever  it  becomes. deftruftive 
of  that  end,  muft  be  diflblved.     Having  laid  down 
this  general  rule,  they  proceeded  to  enumerate  the 
fa£b  which,  in  their  opinion,  proved  the  Britifh 
government  of  our  colonics  to  have  been  deftrudive 
of  its  endi  and  compriied  in  the  detail  all  the  a£ls 
sdrody  mentioned :  in  every  ftage  of  oppreffion, 
they  alleged,  that  they  hunibly  petitioned  the  king 
for  redrdfs,  but  with  no  effeft.    "  We  have  applied 
alfo  (tbty  fidd)  ta  oi|r  fiiitiih  brethren ;  we  have 
teiHitidiSd  themi  of  the  circumftances  of  our  emigra- 

"^  Sfc  S$m  S^pm,  July  4tb,  177^. 
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CHAP,   iioii  and  lettkment;  we  have  appealed  to  theii 
\^mm^^  native  joftke  and  magnanimity,  and  conjured  them 
'77^      by  the  ties  of  bur  common  kiiidred  to  difavow  thofe 
iifurpati<»i8  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  cor 
connection  and  correfpbndence:  they  have  been 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of  confanguinit7 ; 
we  muft  therefore  acquiefce  in  the  neceifity  which 
denounces  our  feparacion,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold 
the  reft  of  mankind— -in  war;  lenemies)  in  peace, 
friends/'    For  thcfe  reafons,  they  folemnly  pub- 
liflied,  that  they  were  henceforth  free  and  inde- 
pendent dates,  and  abfolved  from  allegiance  to  the 
]Britifli  crown ;  that  all  political  conne&ion  between 
them  and  Great  Britain  was  and  ought  to  be  com- 
pletely terminated;  that  they  had  full  powier  to  levy 
Var,  conclude  p^ce,  contraft  alliances,  eftabiiih 
commerce,  and  do  eyery  other  z&,  which  belonged 
to  independent  ftates^    This  celebrat^  declaration, 
which  Separated  the  colonies  from  Britain^  was  rc^ 
ceived  with  cnthufiaftic  applaufe  by  the  people,  but 
by  fome  of  the  wifeft  opponents  of  the  mother- 
country   it    was    not    equally  reli(hed.     General 
Waihington  himfelf,  though  fo  ftrenuons  and  effi- 
cacious a  fupporter  of  Amaican  refiftance  to  what 
he  conceived  oppreffion  and  tyranny,  never,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  expredQ^  an  approbation  <sf  the  ^total 
difiblution  of  the  connexion  between  the  coionie^ 
and  the  mother  country  *.    His  great  and  cprti|>re; 

-     '      • '.  -heniiTe 

'  ^  Iq  the  prigiml  inipKefio|n»  %  had.  wiiQtCD  ikft  genoal 
WafliiDgton  mat  far  Jr(m  iMtwm^  pf  att  enAre.^^uAk  ojtht 
,  iinaiOumy  .That  opinion  I  {bunded  partly  on  the  general  viT- 
dom  and  moderation  of  that  illuftrioiM  American,  and  the  enmity 
which  Us  condvft  anifermly  csh&ited  to  democratic  yiolme ; 

►    ."  •.     and 
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fcooper,  that  almoft  iaclofe  the  town  5  and  anSnlet.  chap, 
of  the  fea.     It  was  projefted  to  capture  that  fort,    _    -[_^ 
and  leaving  a  fufficient  garrifon  for  its  defence,  to  -     1776. 
intercept  all  intercourfe  between  Charlefiown  arid 
the  ocean.    Clinton  arrived  on  the  4th  of  June  be- 
fore the  capital  of  South  Carolina :  the  American 
commander  Lee,  having  received  accurate  intelli- 
gence concerning  the  motion  of  the  Britlfti  general, 
by  forced  marches  appeared  about  the  fame  time  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Charleftown^    and  pofting 
himfelfonthe  banks  of  the  river^,  fecured  a  com* 
munication  with  Sullivan's  ifland;     Between  Cliit» 
ton  and  the  fort  lay  Long  Ifland,  from  which  he 
underftood  there  was  a  fordable  paflage  to  Sullivan's 
ifland ;  he  ftatidned  himfelf  on  this  ifland,  con* 
ftruQied  battqries,  and  prepared  for  the  liege.   Hav-  The  fiege 
ing  made  difpofitions  for  commencing  the  attack^  to«m!**'**^" 
on  the    28  th  of   June  he  poured  a  tremendous 
fire  from  land-batteries,  floating-batteries,  and  the 
fliips.      The   Britifli    troops   behaved    with  their 
ufual  valour,  and  the  Americans  difplayed  great 
courage  and  perfeverance.     Three  of  our  fliips  hav- 
ing run  aground,  two  of  them  were  extricated ; 
but  the  third  flicking  faft^  was  fet  on  fire^-to  prevent    ^ 
her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    The 
troops  attempted  the  paflage;  but  found  that  the 
water  was  not  one  foot  in  depth,  as  they  had  been 
informed,  but  near  feven  feet ;   vmder  cover  how- 
ever of  the  fire  they  attempted  to  land,  but  it  foon 
appeared  that  there  were  unexpefted  difficulties  to 
encounter  even  if  they  did  land.     The  information 
which  the  general  had  received  concerning  the  ac- 
cefs  to  the  fort,  had  been  extremely  inaccurate  j 
Vol.  II.  Z  there 
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CHAP,  tbere'  was  between  it  and  the  fliore  a  trench,  tH 
s^^L^  vUch  be  hadunderftood  that  tiK  water  was  Ihallow; 
<776.      i^i^  oQ  examination,  it  was  difcovered  to  be  eic« 
tremely  deep,  and  alfo  much  more  tmder  die  com« 
mand  of  the  caftle  than  the  general  had  iuppofed:  die 
troops  were  for  the  prefent,  therefore,  ordered  to  re^ 
turn  to  their  camp.  The  nert  day,  difpolitions  were 
made  for  repeating  the  attempt,  and  there  was  a  hot 
fire  on  both  fides,  by  which  two  Britifli  fldps  beii^ 
much  damaged,  were  wdered  to  retire.    The  at* 
tempt  was  repeated  in  a  part  fomewhat  fhallower 
than  where  the  firft  mal  had  been  made.     General 
Clinton  and  fisveral  other  officers  waded  up  to  thdr 
(houlders,  but  fincfing  the  depth  <^  the  water  in- 
creaiing,  were  unable  to  proceed ;  the  fhips  could 
not  approach  So  near  as  to  do  efie£hial  execution, 
and  general  Lee  was  in  great  force  on  the  other 
fide  to  defend  the  forts :  for  all  thefe  reafons,  Clin« 
it  raiM.       ton  thought  it  expedient  to  defift  from  the  attempt. 
It  was  faid  by  military  critics,  that  the  Britifli  ge- 
neral had  not  befliowediufficient  pains  to  inveftigate 
the  fituation  and  acceifibility  of  the  place  befc^e 
he  commenced  the  attack;  that  his  fliips  might  have 
approached  much  nearer  the  fort,  and  covered  the 
landing  of  the  troops :  by  political  critics  it  was  al- 
leged, that  the  difficulties  arofe  from  the  general 
caufes  which  had  been  predicted ;  the  determina- 
tion and  force  of  the  Americans,  infpired  by  the  love 
of  liberty,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  country  and  pofls  which  they  had  to 
defend. 

Lord  Dunmore  continued  to  carry  on  naval  hofti- 

lities  on  the  coafts  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  but 

2  finding 


REIGN  OP  GEORGE  IIL  339 

he  could  make  no  rfFeftual  impreffioh,  re*  ^  "  ^j*"* 
tired  to  Florida.    The  Americans,  on  the  other  t.-->v'"W 
hand,  fittmg  out  a  fquadron  from  Bofton,  attacked      '^• 
die  Bahama  iflands,  and  plundered  them  c^  flores 
and  artillery,  by  which  means  they  brought  to  thdif 
country  a  fupply  which  was  very  much  wanted/* 
Clintbn  was  fummoned  by  general  Howe  to  meet 
him  at  New  York,  but  before  we  accompany  the 
fouthem  force  to  its  junfUon  with  the  commander 
in  chief  aind  the  main  army,-  it  is  proper  to. take  a 
view  of  the  civil  proceedings  in  the  colonies,  which, 
both  on  account  of  their  political  importance  and 
influence  on  miKtafy  operations,  merit  and  require 
hiftorical  notice. 

In  the  former  year,  the  provmcial  aflfembly  of  interntiaftj 
New  England  had  paffed  refolutions,  manifefting  a  ^w/^***" 
df^ofidon  to  independency ;  but  rather  to  feel  the 
pulfe  of  the  other  colonies  and  of  their  conftituents, 
than  to  pledge  themfelves  by  an  explicit  propofition. 
T^^ieir  delegates  in  the  congrefs,  and  the  other  moft 
violent  members,  having  founded  the  reft  of  the  re- 
prefcntatrves,  difcovered,  that  from  feveral  colonies 
there  was  an  averfion  to  that  meafure,  iind  that  a 
feparsttion  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  greateft  of 
rvfls,  which  ought  not  to  be  incurred  unlefs  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  their  liberty. 
Bred  up  in  republicanifm,  the  New  Englanders  had 
deemed  independence  on  a  crowned  head  a  defirable 
■objeft  ;  but  other  colonifts,  educated  with  monarchi- 
tal  principles,  and  attached  to  the  king  and  people 
of  Great  Britam,  regarded  a  conneftion  between 
themfelves  and  the  parent-country  as  conftituting 
the  fupreme  advantages  of  both  countries,  and  fe- 

Z  2  paration 
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CHAP,  paratioil  as  only  not  fo  bad  as  flavery.    The  Netf 
^J^^^^k^  Englanders  had  been  winning  over  the  other  colo- 
»t7<-      nie*  to  their  fentiments  and  principles,  with  great, 
but  hitherto  not  complete^  fuccefs.    The  congrefs 
was  becoming  more  and  more  fubjed  to  the  influ- 
ence of  its  republican  prefident  j  but  ftill  defirous  of 
peace,  it  waited  with  anxiety  for  the  refult  of  its 
petiti<Hi  to  the  king,  and  for  the  meafures  which 
ihould  be  adopted  in  parliament.    When  it  was 
learned  that  no  attention  would  be  p^d  to  the 
petition,  that  nothing  ihort  of  unconditional  fub- 
m^on  would  fatisfy  the  Britifh  government,  and 
that  great  armaments,  including  a  numerous  body  of 
foreign  mercenaries,  were  prepared  in  order  to  fub* 
jugate  America,  the  greater  number  of  dele^tes 
adopted  the  fentiments  which  were  firft  generated 
tod  afterwards  cheriflied  by  the  New  Englandei:s. 
On  .  the  30th  of  May,  a  prefatory  refolution  was 
paffed,  declaring,  that  the  prohibitory  aft  by  which 
they  were  excluded  from  the  protedtion  of  the 
crown,  the  rejeftion  of  their  petition  for  redrefs 
and  reconciliation,  with  the  intended  exertion  of  aU 
the  Britifli  forces,  affifted  by  foreign  mercenaries, 
for  their  deftruftion,  depriving  the  colonies  of  the 
king's  protefUon,  annihilated  their  allegiance ;  that 
it  became  now  neceflfary  for  them  to  take  the  power 
of  government  into  their  own  hdnds^    It  was  there- 
for^  refolved,    "  to  recommend  to  the  various 
aflembllea  and  conventions  in  the  united  ftates  of 
America,  where  no  form  of  government  adequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  affairs  had  yet  besen  adopted^ 
to  form  fuch  a  conftitution  as  (houjd  be  moll  con- 
ducive to  the  public  welfare  and  fecurity,'* 

In 
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In  the  middle  and  fouthern  provinces,  of  thofe  who 
were  determined  to  refift  coercion,  there  were  two 
parties :  the  one  wiflied  merely  to  oppofe  all  aSs  of  '^^^ 
hoftility,  but  ftill  to  leave  room  for  re-union  •  ;  the 
other  reibived  not  only  to  refift,  but  to  outrage  the 
Britifh  government.  In  a  ftate  of  public  ferment, 
moderation  is  generally  regarded  as  lukewarmnefs, 
and  indifference  as  enmity  to  the  prevailing  fenti* 
ment.  In  moft  of  the  colonial  afTemblies,  being  * 
guided  by  the  advice  of  the  congrefs,  they  inftrufted 
dieir  delegates  to  fupport  independence.  In  Penn- 
fylvania  and  Maryland!,  the  afiembli^  refolved  to 
oppofe  this  meafure ;  and  the  amount  of  their  rea^ 
fbning  was*^Britain  has  oppreifed,  and  is  attempting 
to  fubdue  America,  it  becomes  us  therefore  to  re^ 
lift,  but  the  neceffity  of  refiftance  does  not  juftify, 
meafures  injurious  to  ourfelves,  and  not  neceflary  to 
render  our  refiftance  eSe&ual;  we  can  fight  a« 
well  without  nfentioning  independence,  as  after  de- 
claring it }  we  will  not  adually  obey  the  commands 
of  Britain,  while  ihconfiftent  with  our  conftitutional 
lights,  but  we  ought  not  therefore  to  preclude  the 
poffibility  of  a  reconciliation  |,  by  a  change  in  the 
Britifh  counfels,  which  experience  of  the  inefEcacy 
of  her  plans  may  in  time  be  expelled  to  produce ; 
meanwhile  our  efforts  fhall  be  as  energetic  as  thofe 
of  the  moft  zealous  votary  of  independence.  The 
reparation  from  Britain,  even  if  finally  attainable,  * 
'^would  be  produdive  of  great  and  evident  evils. 
The  proteftion  of  the  parent  ftate,  the  falutary 
power  of  a  common  fovereign  to  balance  fo  many 

♦  Annual  Rcgifter,  1776,  p.  163. 

f  Andrews  vol.  ii.  p.  209. 

j  Annual  Rcgifter,  1776,  p.  16^ 
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CHAP,  feparate  and  poffibly  difcordant  provinces,  the  im^ 
*^^^-0  portant  political  and  commercial  advantages  of  the 
f  77(«  old  union  a4>peared  in  a  ftriking  light  to  every  man 
of  .difcemmenty  whofe  mind  was  not  clouded  by  the 
paffions  that  overfpread  the  multitude  ;  but  no  art 
was  fpared  to  make  the  contrary  qmiion  popular^ 
and  no  means  were  more  f ucce{sful  ^than  publications 
which^by  enumerating  the  various  a£b  of  alleged  op^ 
preffion,  ftimulated  the  hatred  and  refentment  of  the 
children  againft  their  parents.  Of  thefe  works  one 
of  the  moil  effe&ual  was  an  eflay  of  the  noted 
Thomas  Paine,  written  in  the  ftyle  and  fpirit  which 
he  has  fo  frequently  exhibited,  ftrong,  coarfe,  and 
inflammatory.  The  bold  and  unqualified  intrepi- 
dity of  afiertion  pafied,  with  undifdpKned  under« 
(landings,  as  unanfwerable  argun^ents ;  iamiliarlty 
of  illuflration,  and  vulgarity  of  allufion,  highly 
pleafed  unrefined  taftes ;  an  appeal  to  th^  {Htju* 
dices -andprepoflef&ons  gratified  their,  pai&ons,  md 
they  concluded  that  he  muft  be  right  whdfe  opi- 
nions and  fentunents  agreed  with  their  own  *•  DH*- 
playmg  an  ability  and  fkill,  the  amount  of  which 
was  that  be  cmldfetfire  to  combujtibles.  Faine's 
addrefs  afled  powerfully  on  the  populace  of  Fhila^ 
delphia,and  contributed  to  infpirethem  with  different 
fentiments  from  their  provincial  affembly  and  their 
delegates  in  the  congrefs.  The  delegates,  howevcTf 
thought  it  neceilary  on  fo  important  a  queftion  to 
take  the  fenfe  of  their  conftituentSi  and  aft^  a  great 
conteft  it  was  carried  that  they  fhpuld  be  infbruded 
to  agree  to  the  determination  of  congre&»  Not-^ 
withilanding  the  artifices  of  demagogues,  there  ftiU 

*  Ramfayy  vol.  i  p.  336. 
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remained  in  Philadelphia  a  confiderable  body  immLs  chap. 

cal  to  indcpcndeace.    In  Maryland,  the  dekgatea  J^^^ 

were  inftruaed  to  oppofe  the  qucftion  of  independ?.      '776. 

encc  in  coogreft*  Having  accordingly  voted  againft 
iC^K^Y^  ^^^  frofi^  Ac  aflemWy  j  and,  on  re^ 
tummg  hom^fj^  f<Hmd  the  violent  party  gaining 
ground.  A  feconi)fWccring  of  conftituents^i^isif 
caUpd,  and  they  retwned  with  unt/ira(7na  to  vot^ 
for  independence.  On  Che  4th  of  July,  the  con-  Deei«iatJ<m 
grefs  of  delates  from  thirteen  EngUlh  colonies  iq  ^q^ 
America,  declared  the  provinces  a  (ree  and  inde* 
pendent  fls^e.  In  the  declaration,  they  conunenced 
with  obferving,  that  when  it  becomes  n^cefiary  far 
one  people  to  diflplve  the  politic?]  Ipaixds  *  which 
have  conne&ed  it  with  another,  and  to  zffntojs^ 
among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  fq>arate  and 
equal  ftation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature,  of  nations^ 
and  of  God,  entitle  them,  a  decent  refpe£l  to  the 
opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  ihould  de^ 
cUre  the  caufe  which  impels  them  to  the  reparation. 
Government  bdng  an  inftitution  for  the  happinefs  of 
the  governed,  whenever  it  becomes  deftrudive  of 
that  end,  muft  bq  dt^olved.  Having  laid  down 
this  general  rule,  they  proceeded  to  enumerate  the 

.  hJ3^  which,  in  their  opinion,  proved  the  Britifii  go^^ 
vemment  of  our  colonies  to  have  been  deftru£tive 
of  its  end,  and  comprifed  in  the  detail  all  the  zGt$ 
ahready  mentioned :  in  every  ftage  of  oppreffion, 
they  alleged,  that  they  humbly  petitioned  the  kmg 
for  redrefs,  but  with  no  effe£L  "  We  have  applied 
alfo  (they  faid)  to  our  Britilh  brethren  j  we  have 

♦  Sec  St^tc  Papers,  July  4th,  1776, 
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CHAP,    rembded  them  of  the  drcumftances  of  our  emigra* 
^3^iIL    tion  and  fettlemeftt ;     we  have  appealed  to  thdr 
»776.      native  juftice  and  magnaminity,.and  conjured  them 
by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to  difavow  thofe 
ufurpations  which  would  ineidtably  interrip'^^j, 
"•^  -  ^conneftion  and  correfpondaice  ;^^y  have  been 
^^ '^tD  the  voiceof  juftirg^iiiof  confanguuiity; 
we  muft  tHcrefofii'acquiefce  in  the  neceffity  which 
denounces  our  reparation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold 
the  reft  of  mankind-^in  war,  enemies  j  in  peace, 
friends."  For  thefe  reafons,  they  folemnly  publiihed, 
that  they  were  henceforth  free  and  independent 
Hates,  and  abfolved  from  allegiance  to  the  Bri- 
ti(h  crown;  that  all  political  connedtion  between 
them  and  Great  Britain  was  and  ought  to  be  com* 
pletely  termmated ;  that  they  had  foil  power  to  levy 
war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  eftablifh 
commerce,  and  do  every  other  aft  which  belonged 
to  independent  ftates.     This  celebrated  declaration, 
which  feparated  the  colonies  from  Britain,  was  re- 
cdved  with  enthufiaftic  applaufe  by  the  people,  but 
by  fome   of  the  wifeft  opponents  of  the  mother- 
country  it  was  not    equally   reliflied.      General 
Waihington  himfelf,  though  fo  ftrenuous  and  eiSca- 
cious  a  fupporter  of  American  refiftance  to  what  he 
conceived  oppreffion  and. tyranny,  was  far  from  ap- 
proving of  an  entire  diflblution  of  the  conneftion  *. 

His 

•  From  the  following  paflage  of  a  letter  written  by  the  ge- 
neral to  Mr.  Lupd  Wafhingtoni  July  iitK,  1776,  we  npay  per- 
ceive that  he  was  fUled  with  the  mpft  anxious  and  fearful  appr^* 
henfions  of  the  confequences  of  the  late  meafures :  **  I  wear  a 
countenance  dreffed  in  the  calmeft  ferenity,  whilft  my  Heart  ia, 
corroded  with  infinite  apprehenfions ;   and  I  have  no,  bofom, 

,  friend 
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His  great  and  comprehenfive  mind  viewed  remote  C  h  a  f, 
??ld  diftaht  objefts ;  he  faw  that  whatever  was  the  s-^v-w 
enmity  between  Britain  and  America  at  prefent^      «^76» 
it  muft  at  length  terminate    He  knew  the  vaft  ad« 
vantages  that  had  accrued,  and  the  greater  which 
might  proceed  from  the  renewal  of  friendly  rela* 
tions  between  Britain  and  North  America ;  their 
language,  their  refpedive  obje£t$  and  purfuits  fitted 
them  for  a  reciprocity  of  benefit,  if  united,  which  he 
did  not  apprehend  they  could  enjoy  if  feparated« 
Diftinguifhed  as  a  champion  of  liberty,  he  was 
its  champion  with^the  principles  and  difcrimina* 
tion   of  a  wife  man;  he  loved  freedom  fecured 
by  order,  and  was  a  profound    admirer  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution :  he  did  not  therefore  favour  the 


friend  near  me  to  whom  I  dare  to  lay  it  open«  Tell  me>  Lund» 
for  you  have  long  been  privy  to  my  moft  fecret  thoughts 
(trufling  to  thy  native  canjour,  I  have  never  hcfitated  to 
lay  my  heart  bare  and  open  to  thy  infpedion) ;  tell  me  then,  Am 
I9  do  you  think,  more  fubje^  to  fears  than  other  men  ?  For  I 
will  not  conceal  it  from  you,  that,  at  this  moment,  I  feel  my- 
felf  a  very  great  coward^-— JDo  pot  miftake  me :  I  thank  my 
God,  I  have  never  yet  known  what  k  was  to  fear  for  any  per- 
fonal  danger  th^t  might  bef  al  me.  I  am  not  afraid  to  die — ^why 
ihould  I  ?  I  am  only  afraid-— with  iahmj  and  difgrace ;  and,  if 
1  am  fo  to  die,  need  I  telUyou,  that  I  am  ten  thouiand  times 
more  afraid  to  live,  like  Lucifer,  a  fallen  angeU  No,  Lund, 
that  were  too  n^i^ch ;  betide  what  will,  I  cannot,  and  I  will  not 
furvive  either  my  misfortunes  or  my  difgraces.  Heaven  knows 
how  truly  I  love  my  country ;  and  that  I  embarked  in  this  en- 
terprife  on  the  pureCl  motives.  But,  we  have  over^/bot  our  mari$^ 
we  have  grafped  at  things  beyond  our  reach.  It  is  impo£Gt>]e  we 
ihould  fucceed  ;  and  I  cannot,  with  truth,  fay  that  I  am  forry 
for  it ;  becaufe  I  am  far  from  being  fure  that  we  deferve  to  fuc-« 
cc?d.'* 

demo« 


146  HISrORT  OF  THE 

CHAP*  dooiocnitieai  principles  vhich,  firft  fpread  by  th« 
s^m^^m^  New  Eoglandersy  had  extended  through  th&  fxifh, 
'77^  nio;  he  forebw  that  the  cooftitutioa  TdoltiQg 
from  independence  wonld  be  republican,  and 
might  from  the  influence  of  democratic  zealots  be 
inoonfiftcnt  mth  tranquillity  and  order ;  he  theiefoie 
iriflied  that  queftion  to  have  been  left  untouched : 
engi^ed,  however,  in  condudmg  military  afiairs, 
he  did  not  confider  himfislf  as  nec^tated  publicly 
to  exprefs  every  opinion  that  he  fliould  form  upon 
dvil ;  but  the  refult  of  his  private  and  confidential 
letters  is,  that  general  Wafhington  did  not  approve 
of  the  American  aflerdon  of  independence.  Though 
thefe  were  his  iendments,  he  continued  to  fupport  hi$ 
country  in  defending  what  he  thought  her  liberty; 
fome  of  her  counfels  and  refolutions  might  not  meet 
his  approbation,  but  was  he  therefore  to  defert  her 
in  war  and  danger  ?  As  a  patriot,  he  employed  his 
talents,  not  only  in  endeavouring  to  extricate  her 
from  danger  and  difficulty,  but  in  facrifidng  his  ovok 
particular  fentiments  for  the  fake  of  unanimity  and 
the  general  welfare. 

Writers  fevourable  to  the  coercion  of  America 
affirm,  that  independence  was  long  before  that  period 
the  aim  of  th^r  leaders  j  but  being  able  to  adduce 
no  teftimony  or  documents  in  fupport  of  dieir  afler* 
tion,  reft  its  weight  on  probable  inferences  from 
their  condua.  "  Hence  (fays  a  late  hiftorian  ♦) 
their  complaints  pf  grievances  were  clamorous,  fre- 
quent, and  fpedfic,  while  their  profei&ona  of  attach-* 
ment  and  loyalty  were  merely  general,  and  attended 

♦  Adolpbu8y  vol,ii.  p.  171. 
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vkh  DO  predfe  offers  of  eoKi}hi»»ior  fatis£idi<m«^^  chap. 
The  American  ftatement  of  grievunoes^  in  their'  ped^  s-i-s-^ii^ 
tions  to  the  king  and  other  rc^rdentttdons,  were  no  '''^ 
doubt  fpedfic  >  if  they  had  been  vague^  they  waM 
have  been  nugatory*  Their  profeffions  of  loyalty 
and  aitadiment  were  attended  with  no  precife  offers 
of  coneStalion  or  fatiaik^on,  becaufe  in  their  view 
they  wore  foffering  unconftjtutional  injury,  and 
prayed  h^  conftkutional  redrefs ;  tbc^  were  reclaim* 
ing  a  right,  and  not  m^Lking  prof>o&ti  for  a  bargain* 
They  (fid  not  concdve  themfelvea  to  have  com- 
mitted  injnitice  stgainft  the  BriCi&  government,  and 
therefore  imade  no  offers  of  fatis&^tiont  either  pre* 
cife  or  general.  Their  propofitions  of  condliadoa 
were  fimple:  they  apprehended  that  the. new  fyftem 
of  legiflature  was  a  violation  of  their  privileges  a^ 
Britifli  fubje^s,  and  declared  that  thsy  would  re^ 
turn  to  miity  when,  by  the  difcontiimance  of  the 
prefect  meafurei,  their  conflitutiDnal  bleflings  fhoutd 
be  reftqred.  How  entreaties  or  even  reqHifitkwit 
that  their  eonnedioQ  with  the  mothernrQuntry  Aovld 
be  replaced  on  the  former  foodngy  demonftrate  aa 
imentbn  of  entirely  dii&lving  the  Ue,  it  is  difficult 
to  dtfcpven  A  larther  argument  ta  evince  the  Ame- 
rican defir^  g(  mdependace  is,  that  their  demand 
of  redreft  in  the  repeal  of  all  the  a^  fince  1763, 
muft  be  infmcere,  for  it  could  not  be  i^pe£ted  to  be 
fuccefsfuL  "  No  party  in  Britain  could  attempt 
conciliation  on  fuch  grounds ;  beeaufk^  thereby  they 
muft  have  abandoned  fome  priKipIe  ;^'  the  amoimt 
of  which  reafoning  is,  that  ii^  ftatefnmn  or  lawgiver 
has  pr<^ofed  or  adopted  any  meafure  or  regulatbn, 
h^  muft  adhere  to  his  refoltfttoia^  that  Jhe  may  pre» 

fcrve 
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CHAP,  fenre  his  confifteacy ;  a  do£biae»  whidi^  in  fuch 
kJ^^L^  £iUible  bangs  as  men^  might  often  contravene  the 
S77^  {daineft  didates  of  juftice  and  wifidonu  In  the 
colonial  range  of  complaint,  therefore,  I  can  per- 
ceive no  proofs  of  determined  feparadon.  From 
the  feries  of  ads  which  die  narrative  has  (Nrefented, 
it  appears  that  the  New  Enghnders,  fince  the  com- 
Viencement  of  the  difputes,  manifefted  difpofitions 
to  republicamfm,  frqm  which  we  might  fairly  infer 
a  defire,  and  even  a  defign  of  eventual  feparation; 
but  that  the  middle  and  fouthem  colonies  were  the 
votaries  of  byal  and  conftitutional  connedion  and 
fubordination ;  that  their  co*opa:ation  with  the  co- 
kmifts  of  the  north,  was  the  immediate  effed  of  the 
if&tai  of  1774 ;  diat  thdr  fubfequent  refiftance 
aroie  from  refiifed  rodreis,  and  attempted  coercion ; 
and  their  confent  to  die  feheme  of  independence, 
from  the  total  reje£tion  of  all  their  applicadons,com- 
bined  with  eladon  for  the  fucceffes  of  the  former 
campaign.  The  independence  of  America,  there- 
fcre,  whether  wife  or  unwife,  evidently  proceeded 
from  no  preconcerted  deiign,  but  was  a  natural  con- 
fequence  of  the  meafures  that  were  purfued  by  the 
mother-country,  and  the  progrefs  of  human  paiSons, 
when  they  refiife  the  admonidons  of  reafon  and 
wiidom ;  from  difputes  to  quarrels,  repeated  with 
increaiing  afperity,  until  they  terminatdl  in  a  final 
rupture. 
^S*^Jf*  '^^  ^^  objed  of  military  operations  was  New 
the  a^i-  York ;  and  for  making  this  part  of  America  the  chief 
Vwk!^*''  feat  of  war,  there  were  various  reafons.  The  pro- 
vince of  New  York,  running  north-weft^  joins  with 
Canada,  that  runs  fouth-weft,  and  both  togetber^en- 

clofe 
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clofeNew  England,  and  divide  it  from  the  (buthem  chap. 
colonies.     By  poffeffing  New  York  and  the  fouthem  -_.-^^-C^ 
part  of  the  province^while  the  Canadian  army  invaded      '77^* 
it  on  the  north,  a  communication,  it  was  conceived, 
might  be  eftablifhed  between  the  feccmdary  and 
primary  army ;   both  could  co-operate  vigoroufly, 
eafily  reduce  New  England,  afterwards  zSt  in 'con- 
cert againft  the  more  fouthern  colonies,  an4  pro- 
cure the  ailiftance  of  the  back-fettlers,  many  of 
whom  were  well  difpofed  to  the  mother-country. 
N^w  York  was  a  centrical  pofition,  from  which  ope* 
ratiom  might  be  directed  either  to  the  one  fide  or  the 
other^  as  occafion  might  ferve,  or  circumftances  re* 
quire,  fo  that  this  pofition  enabled  the  Britifli  com- 
mander to  prefcribe  the  fcene  of  a£kion,  and  to  quit 
it  when  he  chofe ;  and  if  the  army  were  withdrawn 
from  the  field,  the  great  north  river,  and  the  different 
channels  between  the  iflands  and  the  main  land, 
would  enable  him,  by  his  ihips  and  detachments,  to 
harafs  the  adjoining  countries;  while  the  provin*    . 
dais,  however  powerful,  could  make  no  attempt 
upon  the  iflands  that  would  not  be  attmded  with 
greater  inconveniencies,  and  liable  to  imminent  dan- 
g^.  Befides  thefe  advantages.  Long  liland  was  very 
fertile  in  wheat  and  all  other  coms^  abounded  with 
herbs  and  flocks,  and  was  deemed  aknoft  equal  alone 
to  the  maintenance  of  an  army.     In  the  province, 
efpedally  in  the  upper  part  towards  Albany,  there 
were  reported  to  be  many  loyalifts,  who  would/ 
flock  to  the  Britiih  (landard  as  foon  as  they  could 
manifeft  their  fentiments  fafely.    New  York,  from 
thefe  drcum(lances,was  an  objed  of  high  importance, 
and  its  attainment  was  not  reckoned  difficult  j  much 

the 
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the  better  part  of  the  province  is  cndofed  in  iflaft^s^ 
which  being  long  and  narrow,  were  expofed  on  all 
»:7«'  fides  to  attacks  from  our  fleets,and  to  the  defccnts  of 
our  troops ;  and  when  conquered,  the  proteftion  of 
the  ihips  of  war  would  be  as  efiedual  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  as  their  hoftility  had  been  in  thdr  redac- 
tion. Thefc  were  the  reafons  otf  which  the  nulitary 
plan  was  founded,  and  whatever  the  fentitnents  of 
the  reader  may  be  refpeOing  the  wiWom  cf  the  ftatef- 
man  who  propofed,  and  the  lawgivers  who  adopted 
the  meafures  which  produced  enmities  between 
Ameiica  and  the  mother-country,  he  will  probably 
without  hefitation  admit,  that  Ae  plan  of  miBtary 
operation  was  not  difcreditable  to  the  talents  of 'its 
author  as  a  war  minifter.  But  the  hiftory  now  |»o- 
ceeds  to  narrate  its  execution. 
Brhiik  General  Howe  was  obliged  to  remain  at  Halifax 

mim  at  for  two  m<Hiths,  to  feceive  reinforcements  which  he 
expeded  from  England,  with  a  fle^  eommanded  by 
his  brother,  lord  Howe ;  the  armament  from  Eng- 
land much  exceeded  the  time  that  had  been 
planned  for  its  departure  from  home.  The  gene* 
ral,  therefore,  refolved  to  wait  no  longer 'at  Halifax, 
but  to  proceed  fouthwards,  that  there  wfightbeno 
delay  after  lord  Howe  fhonld  reach  America.  Leav- 
ing Halifax  on  the  i  xth  of  June,  in  the  end  of  the 
month  he  arrived  in  Sandy-hook  near  New  York. 
During  his  paffage,  he  was  joined  by  fix  tranfportt 
full  of  Highland  troops,  belonging  to  the  forty-fe- 
cond  and  feventy*firft  regiments;  from  them  he 
learned  that  colonel  CatnFfcell  with  a  dtftachment 
was  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  armament:  he 
afterwards  found,  that  going  into  Bofton,  where  they 
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cxpeaedto  have  joined  the  Britifli  army,  they  wew  c  h^a  p. 
taken  prifoners  by  the  provincials.  <.i.->>^p«*»i# 

The  town  of  New  York  is  fituated  in  an  ifland  *'^f: 
tunning  from  north  to  fouth,  at  the  mouth  of  Ae  o/Ne^"** 
Hudfott  river;  at  the  fouthem  extremity,  feparalcd  ^tte«?* 
from  New  York  iiland  by  a  narrow  channel,  on  «"•• 
the  eaft,  is  L<^g  Iiland ;  (£re£Uy  fouth,in  fight,  but 
at  a.greater  diftancey  is  Staten  Iiland ;  beyond  which^ 
and  in  the  lame  direAion,  lies  Sandy-hook.  The 
Americans  having  been  informed  of  the  deitinatioa 
of  the  Britiih  armament,  bad  been  at  great  pains  to 
fortify  New  York  town  and  iiland,  and  to  make 
the  accefs  as  diilicult  as  poifible,  by  finking  ihips  in 
die  moft  approachable  part  of  the  channel ;  they 
were  alfo  provided  Widi  a  numerous  artillery,  and 
guarded  by  a  ftrong  body  of  troops*  On  die 
northern  extremity  of  New  York  ifland,  it  commu* 
nicated  with  the  contment  by  a  bridge,  called  King's 
Bridge.  Long  Ifland,  ifrom  its  extent,  was  not  fo 
ftrongly  fortified,  yet  was  well  guarded,  had  an  en^ 
campment  on  the  iide  next  New  York,  and  alfo 
works  on  the  moft  acceflible  parts  of  the  coaft. 
Staten  IJBand,  being  lefs  valuable,  was  not  guarded 
with  equal  ilrength  and  vigilance :  thither,  there- 
fore, he  proceeded,  and  landed  ^thout  oppofition : 
be  met  with  Mr.  Tryon,  late  governor  of  New  York, 
and  other  loyalifts,  who  informed  him  of  the  di^o^ 
litionof  the  province,  and  ilrength  of  .the  enemy. 
From  the  accounts  which  he  received  of  the  pro^ 
vincial  force^  he  found  that  it  would  be  imprac^ 
ticable  to  commence  hoililities  until  the  armament 
from  England  ihould  arrive.  It  was  the  14th  of 
July  before  lord  Howe  leached  Statea  Ifland :  the 

troops 
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CHAP,  troops  that  were  conveyed  in  the  fleet  coniifted  o^ 
-^,-,-,-  twenty  regiments  of  foot,  and  a  regiment  of  light 
*776*  dragoons,  and  alfo  the  HeiGan  auxiliaries:  fo  re- 
inforced, the  Britifh  army  amounted  to  near 
thhty  thoufand  men.  The  commanders  poffeiTed 
high  chara&ers,  and  had  diftinguilbed  themfelves 
in  fubordinate  ftations  of  truft  and  importance  in 
the  former  war.  The  naval  officer  had,  in  the  year 
1758,  on  the  coaft  of  France,  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  fame  which  was  increafed  during  fubfequent  fer- 
vices  :  the  military  gentleman  was  the  diflinguifhed 
favourite  of  general  Wolfe,  kd  the  body 
which  firft  fei^ed  the  heights  of  Abraham*,  and 
afterwards  fupported  and  advanced  the  eftimation 
in  which  he  was  held.  It  was  true,  he  never  had 
aii  opportunity  of  fignalizing  himfelf  as  a  general, 
except  at  Bunker^s  hill;  and  having  aded  there 
under  the  command  of  another,  he  merely  proved, 
as  before,  that  he  was  an  aftive  and  intrepid  foldier  2 
but  from  his  conduct  in  fecondary  fituations,  he 
was  very  naturally  allowed  credit  for  abilities  which 
could  fill  up  the  firft  with  equal  propriety.  From 
their  near  relation,  no  doubt  was  entertained  that 
there  would  be  the  utmoft  harmony  between  the 
general  and  admiral ;  and  the  appointment  of  lord 
Howe  and  fir  William  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
naval  and  military  operations,  afforded  general  fatis- 
fa&ion  in  England,  and  the  moil  fanguine  exped- 
ations  were  entertained  of  their  fuccefs.  It  mud  be 
acknowledged,  that  their  hopes  were  not  without 
apparently  probable  grounds.  The  American  army 
did  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  t^  raw  and  luidif- 

•  See  this  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  217.         f  Sec  Stedman. 
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ciplined*,  to  oppofe  thirty  thoufand  veterans.  Thefc  chap. 

y^ere  unprovided  with  the  various  accommodations  J^^^^ 
and  even  necefiaries  of  a  military  life,  whereas  the      177^ 
Britiih  forces  were  abundantly  fuppiied  with  every 
article  that  could  be  ufeful  in  warfere. 

Befides  their  military  powers,  the  general  and  Pacific 


admiral  were  appointed,  under  the  late  a&  of  parlia-  STBri^A 
ment,  the  commiffioners  for  reftoring  peace  to  the  ^^^^^ 
colonies,  and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  as  fhould 
deferve  the  royal  mercy.  Before  they  commenced 
hoftile  operations,  they  tried  pacific  propofals  ;  ^nd 
their  firft  act  was  a  circular  letter  from  lord  Howe 
to  the  late  governors  of  the  feveral  provinces,  ac-* 
quainting  them  with  the  power  which  was  entrufted 
to  his  brother,  and  accompanied  with  a  declaration! 
to  the  public  to  a  fimilar  efFed.  His  lordfhip,  at 
the  fame  time,  fent  a  letter  to  the  American  general^ 
addre^d  to  George  Wafhington  efq.  which  that 
commander  refufed  to  receive,  as  it  did  not  defcribe 
the  rank  that  he  held  under  the  United  States  f. 
On  the  20th  of  Auguft,  general  Howe  fent  his  ad- 
jutant, general  Patterfon,  with  a  letter  addreffed  to 
George  Wafhington,  &c.  &c.  &c.  The  general  re- 
ceived them  with  great  poHtenefs,  but .  abfolutely 
declined  to  accept  an  ofEcial  letter  without  an  ad* 
drefs  naming  his  office  f.  A  conference,  however, 
enfued,    in  which    nothing    eflfeftual  was    done. 

*  Sec  general  Wafliington's  letter  to  Mr.  Lund  Wafhington. 

f  This  conduft  was  highly  applauded  by  the  congrefs,  which 
paffed-  a  refolution,  direfting,  that  for  the  future  no  com- 
mandei-  in  their  fervice  fhould  receive  any  letters  or  meffage 
from  the  enemy  which  di<I  not  acknowledge  in  It8  addrefei 
their  x>ffieial  chara6^er. 

^  Vol.  II.  A  a  General 


354  HISTORT  OF  THE 

c  HA  p.  General  Wafiiington  (aid,  the  power  of  tte  cdtn- 
v,^^-^^^  miffioners  appeared  to  be  no  more  than  to  grant 
«27^  pardons:  they  were  only  defending  what  they 
deemed  their  indifputable  right,  had  committed  no 
fault,  and  therefore  wanted  no  pardon.  DoSor 
Franklin  had  for  many  years  refided  in  England 
as  agent  for  the  colonies  of  Maflacbufets  and  Penn- 
fylvania ;  he  was  lately  returned  to  America,  and 
being  a  member  of  the  congrefs,  poffeffed  very 
great  influence.  Lord  Howe  addrefled  a  letter  to 
him  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Staten  ifland;  therein 
fiated  the  nature  of  his  commiflion,  exprefled 
his  hopjes  that  America  would  unite  widi  the 
Britiih  in  difpofitions  for  peace;  and  requefted 
the  ailiftance  of  Do&or  Franklin  to  eSed  this  pur- 
pofe.  Franklin  replied,  by  informing  his  lordihip, 
that  preparatory  to  any  propofitions  of  amity  or 
peace,  it  would  be  required  that  Britain  Ihould 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  America,  defray^ 
the  expences  of  the  war,  and  indemnify  the  colo- 
nies for  burning  their  towns.  A  correfpondence 
alfo  took  place  between  lord  Howe  and  lord  !prum- 
mond,  which  the  latter  communicated  to  general 
•rtfe]ta.  Wafhington;  but  it  was  equally  unavailing,  the 
•*•  fame  arguments  being  ufed  on  the  fide  of  Bri- 

tain, met  with  the  fame  objedions  on  the  fide  of 
America* 
Tjie  Britiih  Thcfe  oyertures  of  Britain  being  unavailing,  and 
SeXii'^  the  reinforcements  bdng  now  arrived,  the  Britiih 
commanders  opened  the  campaign  on  the  a  2d  of 
Auguft,  a  very  late  feafon,  efpecially  in  a  country 
in  which  winter  fets  in  foon  and  feverely ;  but  as  if 

evidentl/ 
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evidently  arofc  firom  the  tardincfs  with  which  troc^  c  h^ a  p. 
arrived  from  Europe,  the  delay  was  not  imputable  ^.--v-w 
to  the  commanders  in  America.  TheBridfh  forces  *^'** 
began  with  m  attempt  to  reduce  Long  Ifland; 
and  a  diviiion  of  four  thoufand  men,  eroding  from 
Staten  Ifland,  under  cover  of  three  frigates  and 
two  bomb-ketches,  landed  there  without  refiftance 
in  Gravefend  Bay,  adjoining  the  (trait  that  fepa* 
rates  the  two  iflands*  The  detachment  having 
efFefted  its  purpofe,  the  reft  of  the  army  without 
difficulty  eflfefted  their  landing*  The  Americans 
were  pofted  near  Red  Hook,  almoft  oppofite  to 
New  York,  commanded  by  general  Putnam*  The 
road  from  Gravefend  to  Red  Hook  lay  acrofs  Flat 
Bufli,  a  woody  trafl:  of  land,  behind  which  a  ridge 
of  hills  arife.  General  Putnam  had  fent  a  great  bpdy 
of  troops  to  feize  the  defiles  which  led  through 
thofe  eminences*  Lord  Comwallis  advanced  to- 
wards the  pafs,  but  finding  it  already  feized  by  the 
enemy,  in  conformity  to  orders  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, he  refrained  from  an  attack.  Major-general  FatHe  of 
Grant  commanded  the  left  wing  that  extended  to  ^*»«^^*"^* 
the  coaft.  The  Heffians  under  general  De  Heifter 
compofing  the  centre,  advanced  to  Flat  Bufh, 
while  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  Britifli  forces,  marched  to  the  right 
over  Flat  Land.  General  Clinton  and  fir  Wil- 
Jiam  Erikine  having  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of 
the  enemy,  and  finding  alfo  that  their  attention 
was  chiefly  direfted  towards  the  Heflians,  reported 
to  general  Howe,  that  they  thought  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  turn  fhe  left  flank  of  the  provincials, 
and  thereby  force  them  either  to  hazard  a  battle, 

A  a  2  or 
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^xvl/*  ^  abandon  the  hills.  Thinkmg  the  propofal 
V— ^.^w  pradicable,  the  general  confented^r  It  was  con* 
»7"^-  certed,  that  to  favour  the  dcfign  of  the  right  wing, 
the  attack  fliould  be  begun  by  general  Grant  and 
the  Heflians  on  the  left  and  centre.  Farther  to 
draw  off  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the  prin- 
cipal movement,  the  king's  fhips  ftationed  to  the 
right  of  them  moved  towards  the  town,  fo  as  to 
make  them  conceive  New  York  to  be  the  imme- 
diate objeft. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,,  general  Clinton,  lord  Coniwallis,  and 
lord  Percy,  advanced  with  part  of  the  troops,  and 
general  Howe  himfelf  brought  forward  the  reft  of 
that  divifion.  At  nine  in  the  morning  the  Britifh 
palTed  the  heights ;  general  Clinton  turned  the  left 
of  the  enemy,  and  croffed  to  Bedford,  while  Grant 
and  De  Heiftcr  attacked  the  right  and  the  centre. 
On  the  fide  of  Flat  Bufh,  the  Americans  made  a 
vigorous  refiftance;  but  their  left  wing,  finding  itfelf 
attacked  both  on  flafik  and  rear,  was  thrown  into 
TbcAmc-  confufion,  and  fled  in  all  direftions.  The  centre 
and  right  of  the  provincials,  hearing  of  this  total 
route  of  the  left,  fuddenly  retreated  in  diforder  i 
about  two  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and 
one  thoufand  taken  prifoners.  Among  the  cap- 
tured were,  generals  Sullivan,  Udell,  and  lord  Stin* 
ling  :  about  three  hundred  Britifh  were  killed  and 
wounded.  Of  the  ilain  were,  lieutenant-coloael 
Grant  and  fir  Alexander  Murray,  both  officer* 
of  great  merit ;  the  latter  a  young  Scottiih  baronet* 
of  independent  fortune,  who  leaving  the  comfofta 

*  Reprefentative  of  the  family  of  Balmaoo  in  Pcrthdiire. 
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of  eafc  and  affluence  for  hardfliip  and  danger,  chap, 
earned  a  premature  but  glorious  death  in  the  fe^-  ',—v.-^ 
vice  of  his  king  and  country.  General  Wafliing-  .  *776,. 
ton  had  been  at  New  York  when  the  engagement 
began }  hearing  that  a  battle  had  commenced,  he 
haftened  over  to  the  affiftance  of  his  countrymen ; 
but,  when  he  arrived,  he  found  his  troops  involved 
in  difficulties  by  the  flratagem  of  the  enemy.  On 
feeing  their  fituation,  he  did  not  doubt  but  they 
would  be  entirely  deftroyed,  as  he  conceived  ge-  : 
neral  Howe  would  certainly  attack,  and  as  certainly 
force,  the  American  lines.  Many  of  the  Britilh 
officers  and  Toldiers  were  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Confident,  however,  that  they  muft  be  reduced 
by  regular  approaches,  without  Hiking  the  lofs  that 
flight  be  fuftained  by  an  affault,  the  general  de- 
clined the  attempt.  On  the  evening  of  the  a/th,  the 
Britiih  army  opened  the  entrenchments  before  the 
American  lines :  the  provincials  finding  it  impof- 
fible  to  maintain  their  poft  in  Long  Ifland,  on  the 
29th  evacuated  tjieir  encampment,  and  general  butefcape. 
Waftiington  executed  the  retreat  with  great  ability  ; 
his  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  camp  and  the 
different  works,  and  with  the  baggage,  ftores,  and 
part  of  the  artillery,  were  conveyed  to  the  water 
fide,  they  embarked,  and  paffed  over  a  long  ferry  to 
New  York  with  fuch  wonderful  filence  and  order, 
that  the  Britiih  army  did  not  perceive  the  leaft 
motion,  and  were  furprifed  in  the  morning  at 
finding  the  lines  abandoned,  and  feeing  the  laft 
of  the  rear-guard  in  their  boats  and  out  of  danger. 
To  do  full  juftice  to  this  mafterly  retreat,  it  muft 
be  confidered  that  they  had  been  driven  to  the 
Aa  3  corner 
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c  j^yrn  '•    <^^rticr  of  an  ifland,  where  they  were  inclbfcd  lu 
^.^^>r-w  a  fpace  of  two  fquare  miles,   with  near  twenty 
'77«-       thoufand  well-difciplined  trpops  in  front ;  and  in  the 
rear,  an  arm  of  the  fea  a  mile  wide,  which  could 
not  be  croffed  but  in  feveral  embarkations.    Not- 
withftanding  tbefe  obftacles,  the  provincials  did 
not  lofe  a  fingle  man,  and  carried  oflF  the  greater 
part  of  their  provifions,  ammunition,  and  artillery. 
Military  critics  were  of  opinion,  that  fir  William 
Howe  might  have  forced  their  lines  on  the  day  of  the 
battle ;  and,  fince  he  chofe  the  more  gradual  ope- 
ration of  a  fiege,  and  muft  have  known  that  from 
their  reduced  force  it  was  their  intereft  to  with- 
draw,  he  might  have  divined  it  to  be  their  wife ; 
therefore,    it  was  to  be  expe£ted  that  he  would 
have  been  fo  vigilant  as  to  render  their  retreat  im« 
pra&icable ;    and  fuch  a  prevention  would  have 
been  by  no  means  difficult,  becaufe  the  fea  between 
Red  Hook  and  New  York  is  deep  enough  for  a 
feventy-four  gun  (hip  to  anchor,  and  he  might 
have  eafily  ftationed  frigates  which  would  have 
commanded  the  paifage,  and  prevented  their  efcape*. 
The  boats  which  had  brought  them  from  New 
York  to  Long  Ifland,  had  lain  on  the  Long  Ifland 
fliore  three  days  after  their  defeat,  in  readinefs  to 
carry  them  over  to  New  York.    Thefe,  it  is  affirm- 
ed, might  have  been  eafily  deftroyed  by  the  Britifli ; 
but  they  did  not  experience  the  fmalleft  annoyance. 
PofTefTed  of  Long  Ifland,  the  Englifli  army  had 
the  command  of  New  York,  and  made  prcparar 
tions  for  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland :  two  brigades 
.  pf  Heillans  and  one  Britifli  being  left  at  Bedford, 
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the  reft  of  the  army  was  pofted  at  Newtown,  Hell-  c  h  a  p. 
gate,  Bufliwick,  and  Flufhing.     On  the  weft  fide    ^^^^ 
of  Long  Ifland,  oppofite  to  Koran's  Hook,  where       *776. 
the  enemy  had  thrown  up  ftrong  works,  two  bat- 
teries were  ereded*.    This  work  commanded  Hell- 
gate,  a  paffage  between  the  iilands  of  Buchanan, 
Montrefor,  and  the  Two  Brothers,  into  the  found 
which  feparates  Long  Ifland  from  New  York  and 
the  Connefticut  Ihore.     The  Engljlh  batteries,  in  a 
fliort  time,  not  only  filenced  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
from  the  work,  but  broke  it  up  entirely,  and  ren- 
dered it  utterly  indefenfible. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  going  on,  the  sewndoyer. 
Britifh  commanders  again  made  overtures  for  peace. 
General  Sullivan  was  difmiifed  on  his  parole,  and 
difpatched  to  Philadelphia^  to  fubmit  to  the  con- 
grefs  fome  propofitions,  whereby  lord  Howe  ex- 
prefied  a  wifti  to  confer  with  feveral  moderate 
members,  not  as  deputies  from  an  independent 
ftate,  but  private  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  co- 
lonies, tliat  in  thefe  conferences  they  might  adjuft 
preliminaries  for  an  accommodation  of  difierences  : 
lie  ftrongly  infifted,  that  this  was  a  favourable  crifis, 
as  neither  party  were  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  humili- 
ation,  fo  as  to  preclude  difcuflion  and  modification 
of  terms.  The  congrefs  replied,  that  they  could 
not  fend  their  members  to  confer  with  him  as  pri- 
vate  gentlemen,  but  they  would  depute  a  commit- 
tee to  learn  whether  his  lordfliip  was  authorifed  to 
treat  with  perfons  appointed  by  coi\grefs :  if  that 
were  the  cafe,  the  committee  would  receive  fuch  pro* 
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CHAP.    po£|ls }  and  accordingly  dofior  Benjamin  Ftanklin, 
%0^^<^   Meflirs.  John  Adams^  and  Edward  Rutkdge,  were 
«77#.      the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe 
on*  this  fubjcd.    Howe  ftill  adhered  to  the  con- 
t^ts  of  the  meflage  which  he  fent  by  general  Sul- 
livan :  the  committee  inform^  Imn,  that  they  could 
not|  nor  ihould  not,  ad  but  as  deputies  from  the 
congrefs  ;  neverthelefs  they  were  defirous  of  hear- 
ing what  propdals  he  had  to  make.     His  lordfhip 
told  them,  that  the  king  and  government  of  Great 
Britain  anxioufly  wiflied  to  finiih  the  diilenfions 
between  Britain  and  the  colonies.     To  accompliib 
this  defirable  end,  the  obnoxious  ads  fhould  be  re- 
vifed,  and  every  juft  caufe  of  complaint  removed,, 
if  America  would  declare  her  wiUingnefs  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  authority  of  Britain.    The  committee 
replied,  that  an  acknowledgment  of  Britifh  fuperi- 
ority  could  not  now  be  expe&ed:  petitions,  his 
lordihip  muft  remember,  had  been  preiented  by 
the  colonies  to  the  king  and  parliament,  but   had 
been  difregarded  and  defpifed :  America  had  not 
feparated  herfelf  from  Britam,  but  Britain  from 
America.    The  colonies  had  not  declared  them* 
felves  independent,  till  the  parent  country  had  de^ 
clared  war :  the  fubjeds  had  not  renoimced  allegi- 
ance, ui^il  theibveretgn  had  withdrawn  protedion : 
even  were  the  congrefs  willing  to  replace  America 
in  the  fituation  which  ihe  held  in  1763,  that  body 
was  not    competent   to  execute  fuch  intaitions: 
independence  was  declared  in  confequenee  of  the 
coUedtive  voice  of  the  people,  by  whom  alone  it 
could  be  annulled :  but,  though  the  Americans 
did    not  defire  to    return    under  the   dcxninion 
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of  England,  they  were  willing  to  cater  into  any   c  h  a  p, 
treaty  which    might   be   adTantagebus  to  boA.   ^^-i^v^ 
From  thi$  anfwer,  lord  How^,  feemg  that  America      *776^ 
was  detennined  to  perfift  in  independence,  put  an 
end  to  the  conference.    He  foon  after  pubtiihed  a 
declaration  to  the  people  of  America,  in  which  he 
ofiered  pardon  and  prote^ion  to  all  who  ihoald 
return  to  their  former  fubmiifion  and  obedience ; 
and  acquainted  them,  that  it  %^s  his  majefty's  inten- 
tion to  conCent  to  the  revifal  of  fuch  a^  as  might 
aggrieve  his  fubjeds.      The  proclamation,  how-  ' 

ever,  produced  very  little  efFefl:;  the  conccflion 
was  too  late,  and  the  fword  only  could  decide  the 
conteft. 

The  two  armies  were  divided  by  the  Eaft  river, 
about  thirteen  hundred  yards  in  breadth  ;  and,  af- 
ter a  long  and  fevere  cannonade,  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  firft  diviiion  of  the  army  fhould,  on  the 
.1 5th  of  September,  enter  the  ifland  of  New  York. 
Accordingly,  commanded  by  general  Clinton,  lord 
Comwallis,  major  general  Vaughan,  brigadier  ge- 
neral LeiUe,  and  the  Heilian  colonel  Donop,  they 
embarked  at  the  head  of  Newtown  bay,  which 
deeply  indents  Long  Ifland,  and  where  they  were 
out  of  fight  of  die  enemy.  Being  covered  by  five 
fhips  of  war,  09  their  entrance  into  the  river  they 
proceeded  to  Kipp's  bay,  about  three  mile$  north 
of  New  York ;  where,  beiijg  lefs  expefted  than^in 
feme  other  places,  the  preparation  for  defence  was 
not  fo  great:  the  works,  however,  were  neither 
feeble  nor  deftitute  of  troops,  but  the  fire  from  the 
fhips  was  fo  incefiiant  and  fo  well  coadu£ked,  that 
they  were  foon  abandoned,  and  the  army  landed 
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c  H  A  K   without  oppofition.    The  enemy  immediately  aban- 
%^^,^^  doned  the  city  of  New  York,  and  all  their  pofls  on 
»77*.      the  fouth  part  of  the  iiland,  and  retired  towards 
hew  yoik.    the  north,  where  their  ftrength  chiefly  lay.     The 
Americans  had  refolved,  if  the  Englifh   obtained 
pofleflion  of  New  York^  previous   to   the   eva- 
cuation to  fet  it  on  fire ;  but  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  it  too  quickly  to  carry  their  defigns  into 
Thitftwnu  execution.     Some  incendiaries,  however,  fecreted 
i^thiAme.  themfelves  in  deferted  houfes,  and  contrived  to  fet 
ricw.         fife  to  the  town  in  feveral  places.     On  the  morning 
of  the  2ift  of  September,  about  a  third  part  of  the 
town  was  deftroyed  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  ex- 
traordinary exertion  of  the  foldiers,  that  the  whole 
'    was  not  confumed. 

The  general  had  fortified  King's  Bridge,  in  order 
to  fecure  a  retreat ;  and  the  works  on  both  fides  of 
the  pafTage  were  fo  ftrong,  that  they  appeared  to 
defy  all  attempts  on  either.     At  King's  Bridge,  ten 
thoufand  of  the  Americans  were  potted,  and  fix 
thoufand  five  hundred  at  Harlem,  near  New  York. 
The  whole  force  was  fo  advantageoufly  difpofed, 
as  to  render  an  attack  dangerous  from  New  York. 
General  Howe,  finding  he  could  make  no  ihipref- 
fion  on  them  in  that  quarter,  refolved  to  attack 
them  from  another  r  he  propofed  to  move  a  great 
part  of  his  army  to  the  continent  behind  King's 
Bridge,  in  the  rear  of  the   enemy,  on  the  fide 
whence  they   derived  their  provifion;  but  to  re- 
tain  pofleffion  of  New  York  by  a  ftrong  garrifon, 
protected  in  front  by  a  chain  of  redoubts,  and  in  the 
rear  and  on  both  the  fides  by  the  fleet.     This  ma- 
jiceuvre  would  compel  the  provincials  either  to  ha- 
zard 
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zard  a  battle,  or  be  confined  in  New  York  ifland,  chap, 
cut  oflf  by  the  army  or  fleet  from  every  fupply  of  yj^^^^ 
provifions,  the  fhips  guarding  the  paflage  from  the  '  «77S- 
Jerfeys,  while  the  troops  poffefled  the  country  ad- 
joining King's  Bridge.  On  the  12th  of  Oftober, 
general  Howe  embarked  his  troops,  crofled  over  to 
the  continent  towards  Connefticut,  and  landed  on 
Frog's  Neck,  near  Weft  Chefter:  here  he  was  obliged 
to  wait  five  days  for  ftpres  from  Staten  ifland;  and 
on  the  1 8th,  rec^i^ng  information  that  Pell's  Point 
would  be  a  more  convefaient  place  for  landing,  the 
Britifli  re-embarked,  and  came  afliore  at  the  mouth 
of  Hutchinfon's  river,  whence  they  advanced  up  the 
country.  Extending  from  Eaft  Chefter  to  New 
Rochelle,  there  are  two  roads  to  Connefticut,  the 
lower  near  the  fea,  the  upper  through  high  grounds 
called  the  White  Plains.  The  lower  route  was^  by 
their  laft:  movement,  in  ptofleflbn  of  his  majefty's 
troops  J  ^d  they  now  prepared  to  feize  the  higher. 
Meanwhile,  general  Wafliington  difco  vered  that  if  he 
remained  in  his  prefent  pofition,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  hazard  a  general  battle,  which  might  be  in  its 
event  decifively  fatal  to  the  colonies,  as  there  could 
be  no  poifibility  of  a  retreat*  His  army  was  ori- 
ginally inferior  in  forc^  and  difcipline  to  the  royal 
hoft,  and  now  reduced  by  recent  defeat  and  ficknefs,,  . 
it  wa3  ftill  more  difpirited ;  from  the  fame  caufes, 
great  animofities  prevailed  between  the  troops  of 
the  northern  and  fouthern  colonies.  As  vidory 
was  little  to  be  expeQied  in  fuch  gircumftances,  it 
was  Waftiington's  obj?a  to  avoid  a  battle  if  pofli- 
ble ;  but  if  an  engagement  was  inevitable,  to  change 
bJs  ground,  that  he  might  have  the  greater  proba^ 
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c  HA  P.  Wlity  of  fequring  a  retreat  Leaving  therefore 
JJew  York  ifland»  he  polled  his  army,  about  feven- 
teen  thoufand  in  number,  near  King's  Bridge,  and 
eccupied  the  ground  from  theqce  to  White  Plains, 
having  the  river  Brun^  ia  front,  and  detached  eight 
tboufand  men  to  occupy  the  eaftem  bank;  on 
the  26th,  croffing  with  his  whole  army,  he  occupied 
tvcry  ftrong  pofition. 

On  the  28th  of  Oftober,  the  royal  army,  which 
confided  ef  thirteen  thoufand  men  leaving  its  en- 
campment, advanced  in  two  columns ;  general  Clin- 
ton  commanding  the  right,  general  de  Heifter  the 
left.    They  found  the  Americans  encamped  on  a 
long  ridge  of  hill,  on  the  brow  of  which  they  had 
haftily  conftrufted  lines*  A  bend  of  the  Brunx  pro- 
teftcd  the  right  flank,  and  another  turning  fur- 
rounded  the  rear  of  the  right  wing.     The  left  wing 
was  pofted  on  uneven  ground,  fteep  and  rugged  in 
front,  but  aflFording  a  fecure  retreat  in  the  rear. 
TTie  moft  acceflible  part  was  the  centre,  the  flope 
of  the  hill  being  there  gradual,  the  lines,  not  fraifed, 
and  the  ditches,   from  the  rockinefs  of  the  foil 
and  the  ftiortncfs  of  the  time,  neceflarily  fhallow. 
A  body  of  provincials  pofted  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Brunx,  commanded  a  ford  oppofite  to  the  right 
o»e  part  of  flank.     General  Howe,  informed  of  the  pofition  of 
ianfo^fll    *Ws  detachment,  and  judging  that  it  was  ftationed 
4eie»u<i.       there  to  cover  the  right  ffank,  fent  a  body  of  troops 
acrofs  the  river,  with  a  view  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
from  Jtheir  rifing  ground,  gall  the  flank  which 
would  be  thus  left  defencelefs,  aild  thereby  facili- 
tate the  operations  in  front  of  the   camp.     The 
troops  fent  upon  that  fervi^e  under  general  Leflip 

and 
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and  colonel  Doriop,  confiding  both  of  Britifli  and  chap. 
Heflians,  vied  with  each  other  in  courage  and  ex-  yj^ljli^ 
pedition,  paffed  the  ford  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's  i77«- 
fire,  formed  on  the  bank,  marched  with  alacrity 
and  vigour  up  the  hill,  charged  the  enemy  with 
their  bayonets,  and  drove  them  from  their  works. 
General  Howe,  in  the  mean  time,  made  no  attempt 
to  attack  the  enemy's  lines,  or  to.  force  their  main 
body  to  battle.  During  the  night,  the  provincials 
drew  back  their  encampment,  and  thereby  ftrength- 
ened  their  intrenchments;  whereupon  the  Britifh 
commander  thought  it  unwife  to  make  a  general 
affault  until  fome  frefli  troops  fhould  arrive  from 
York  ifland.  On  the  30th,  the  expefted  reinforce- 
ment came,  and  the  general  profeffed  an  intention 
of  attacking  the  camp  next  morning.  A  heavy 
rain  having  fallen  during  the  night,  he  judged  the 
ground  too  flippery  on  fo  fteep  a  hill  for  being 
attempted  therefore  tha:j  day  the  affault  was  defer- 
red. The  fucceeding  night  the  provincials  evacu-  The  maSn 
^ed  their  camp,  and  retired  back  into  the  country ; 
after  having  in  their  retreat  fet  fire  to  all  the  houfes 
on  White  Plains,  they  took  poffeffion  of  the  high 
ground  towards  Nonh  Caftle.  General  Howe,  con- 
ceiving the  enemy  could  not  be  drawn  to  an  en- 
gagement, judged  it  expedient  to  purfue  them  no 
farther,  and  employed  himfelf  in  reducing  King's 
iridgc  alid  Port  Wafllington,  that  he  might  be 
ttiafter  of  thfe  Vhple  of  iNew  York  ifland.  The  laft 
of  thefe  pofts  was  very  important,  as  it  fecured  an 
ifnttiediate  intercourfc  with  the  Jerfey  Ihorft,  and 
commanded  the  navigation  of  the  North  river.  Sen- 
£ble  of  the  value  of  this  'place,  the  provincials  had 
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CHAP,  garrifoned  it  with  three  thoufand  men,  commanded 
s^^L^  by  cqlonel  Magaw.     On  the  15th  of  November^ 
1574.      the  fort  was  fummoned  to   furrender ;    but  the 
commander  anfwered  that  he  would  defend  it  to 
the  lall  extremity :  it  was  therefore  refolved  to  at- 
tempt a  ftorm.     Next  moriiing  the  royalifts  made 
an  aflault  in  four  divifions  ;  the  firft,  confifUng  of 
Hefiians,  was  conduced  by  general  Knyphaufen, 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  three  others,  being  Britifli 
troops }  the  fccond  was  led  by  general  Matthew, 
fupported  and  covered  by  lord  .  Cornwallis  ;   the 
third  was  condufted  by  colonel  Stirling;  and  the 
Battle  ana     fofty-fecond  regiment,  the  laft,  by  lord  Percy.  The 
FTr't"  wafli.  Heffians  were  obliged  to  pafs  through  a  wood,  in 
•ngton.        which  the  enemy  were  very  advantageoufly  pofted ; 
a  hot  engagement  taking  place  in  the  afcent  of  a 
hill,  they  made  their  way  through  the  thicket,  and 
climbed  to  the  top  of  an  eminence.     The  other  di- 
vifions were  equally  aftive  and  fuccefsful ;  the  royal 
highlanders  particularly  diftinguiflied  themfelves; 
before  they  landed  from  the  continent,  they  were 
expofed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  American  batte- 
ries ;  and  thefe  continued  to  play  upon  them  as  they 
were  afcending  a  deep  hill.    The  heroes  bore  all 
with  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  gained  the  fummit, 
and  after  an  obftinate  rjefiftance,  took  one  hundred 
and  feventy  prifoners  :   the  enemy  unable  to  refift 
any  longer,  furrendered  at  difcretion*     By  the  cap* 
ture  of  Fort  Waihington,  abd  the  furrender  of 
King's  Bridge  which  followed  foon  after,  the  Britifli 
troops  were  in  poffeffion  not  only  of  New  York 
and  the  adjacent  iilands,  but  alfo  of  an  eafy  acceis 
cither  to  New  England  or  the  Jerfeys.    Thus  fitu. 
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ated^  General  Howe  planned  two  expeditions^  one  chap. 
under  lof d  Comwallis  to  the  Jerfeys,  another  under  y^^!i^ 
fir  Heiu-y  Clinton  to  Rhode  Ifland.    General  Clin-   ^  n7«. 

'  -  t     t  1.  •  General 

ton  and  fir  Peter  Parker  commanded  an  expedition  Howepiant 
to  Rhode  Ifland ; .  the  provincials  abandoned  it  at  pSitiow.'*" 
their  approach,  and  they  took  poffeflion  of  the  pro-  in^ason  and 
vince,  which  was  deemed  a  very  advantageous  ac-  ^  aiS^^M^. 
quifition,  fince  it  had  been  a  great  rendezvous  for 
privateers,  that  had  captured  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  Britifh  ihips.  On  the  1 8th  of  November,  Rapw  fac- 
lord  Comwallis  croffed  over  to  the  Jerfey  fhore  with 
about  five  thoufandmen,andlanded  eight  milesabove  J«'*^y«- 
Fort  Lee ;  when  they  had  almoft  furprifed  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  made  the  enemies  prifoners  of  war ;  but 
deferter  informing  the  Americans  of  the  approach  of 
the  king's  troops,  they  evacuated  the  fort  with  great 
expedition,  leaving  to  the  Britifh  their  provifions 
and  artillery.  His  lordfhip  now  penetrated  into 
Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey,  and  took  poffeflion  of 
the  principal  towns  as  far  as  Brunfwick.  The 
American  troops  fled  before  him  in  the  greateft 
difoiay.  In  this  career  of  fuccefs  and  purfuit,  he 
was  arretted  by  an  order  from  the  commander  in 
chief,  to  prevent  him  from  advancing  farther. 
From  the  conftematipn  of  the  provincial  forces  in 
the  Jerfeys,  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  military 
men,  that  if  lord  Comwallis  had  been  permitted  to 
proceed,  he  would  have  taken  Philadelphia. 

General  Waflungton  commanded  the  troops  in 
Che  Jerfeys  and  on  the  Delaware;  Lee  was  entrufted 
with  a  body  of  forces  in  the  province  of  New  York, 
and  having  conceived  Wafhington's  fituation  to  be 
4angerotts>  refolved  to  crofs  iihe  North  river^  and' 

form 
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CHAP,  form  a  jun£Uon  with  him,  as  they  marched  wtft- 
K^m^,^^  wards  towards  the  Delaware.  On  the  13th  of 
Captu^eof  I^^ccniher  he  quitted  his  camp,  in  order  to  recon- 
•jjj^  noitre  the  enemy ;  in  the  courfe  of  this  employment, 
being  about  three  miles  diftant  from  his  army,  he 
ftopt  at  a  houfe  to  breakfaft.  '  General  Howe  had 
difpatched  colonel  Harcourt  to  obtain  intelligence 
concerning  general  Lee's  route  and  motions.  Having 
traced  him  as  he  advanced,  he  determined  ftiU 
longer  to  watch  his  progrefs.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
fervice,  he  intercepted  a  countryman  carrying  a  let- 
ter from  general  Lee,  by  which  he  found  where  he 
was ;  learning  alfo  that  he  was  (lightly  guarded,  he 
projefted  to  carry  him  off,  and  galloping  with  his 
party  to  the  place  where  Lee  had  halted,  took  ef- 
feftual  means  to  prevent  his  efcape,  forced  open  the 
doors,  made  him  a  prifoner,  and  conveyed  him  to 
the  commander  in  chief  at  New  York.  ITie  Ame- 
ricans feverely  felt  the  lofs  of  this  general,  who  pof- 
feiTed  great  abilities  and  very  extenfive  knowledge ; 
he  had  formerly  been  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
Britifh  fervice,  had  ferved  with  reputation  in  tae 
feven  years  war  both  in  America  and  Portugal, 
and  was  highly  efteemed  for  his  military  eonduft. 
'  A  refllefs  difpofition,  and  a  fortune  which  enabled 
him  to.  gratify  his  inclinations,  had  induced  him 
after  the  peace  to  travel :  he  traverfed  raoft  of  the 
continent  of  Europe,  vifited  the  various  courts,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  refpedive  govern- 
ments, cuftoms,  manners,  and  languages  of  the  fe- 
veral  nations.  Being  difgufted  by  fome  perfons  in 
the  Britifh  adminiftration,  he,  on  the  firft  difturb- 
ances  in  America,  crofied  the  Atlantic,  and  offtrat 

his 
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:o  the  congrefs.    His  propolals  ii^ere  re* 
cdved  with  joy,  and  he  was  appointed  major-general. 


his  fervices  to  the  congrefs.    His  propofaU  ifrere  re-  ^  xv  n.**' 


By  his  talents,  aftivity,  and  Ikill,  he  had  been  emi«  '^^  ' 
nently  ufeful  in  difciplining  the  American  troops, 
and  greatly  contributed  to  fupport  the  provincial 
caufe.  This  able  man  was  by  no  means  without 
his  defe£ts;  he  difbelieved  and  ridiculed  revealed 
and  even  natural  religion,  was  loofe  in  his  moral 
principles,  and  profligate  in  his  character :  his  very 
efforts  in  the  fervice  of  the  colonies  arofe  from  un- 
worthy motives ;  becaufe  he  conceived  fome  ground 
of  difpleafure  againfl:  perfons  employed  imder  the 
Britifii  government,  he  made  war  againft  his  king 
and  native  country.  There  being  no  Britilh  officer 
of  equal  rank  a  prifoner  with  the  Americans,  ge- 
neral Waihington  offered'  fix  field  officers  in  ex- 
change for  Lee ;  but  general  Howe  anfwered,  that 
he  was  a  deferter  from  the  Britifh  fervice,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  c^ 
war.  Wafhington  contended,  that  having  refigned 
his  commiffion  before  he  accepted  of  a  command 
in  the  provincial  fervice,  the  general  was  not  a  de- 
ferter. Howe  adhered  to  his  refolution,  and  would 
not  releafe  him,  but  kept  him  a  clofe  prifoner. 
This  rigorous  condud  produced  retaliation  on  the 
other  fide :  colonel  Campbell,  who  had  been  be- 
fore treated  as  befitted  his  condition,  was  the  firft 
who  experienced  difagreeable  effefls,  owing  to  the 
Britifh  treatment  of  Lee ;  he  was  now  confined  in  a 
dungeon,  and  the  other  officers,  though  not  handled 
with  fuch  feverity,  underwent  very  great  hardfhips. 

The  afl^s  of  the  provincials  appeared  now  to  Conftcma. 
be  ui  a  defperate  fituation :  by  the  orders  of  the  ab^iuoV 

VojL.  n.  Bb  general 


270  mSTORT  OF  THE 

CHAP,  general  to  lord  Comv^lis,  they  had  been  fuffered 
1^,^,^  to  croft  the  Delaware;  but  no  doubt  was  enter- 
'77^      tained  that,  as  foon  as  the  river  was  frozen  over, 
not  only  a  detachment,  but  the  whole  anny  un- 
der Howe  himfelf,  would  advance  in  purfuit  of  the 
I^^^^  difcomfited  and  flying  enemy,  proceed  to  Philadel- 
Howcac      phia,  and  for  fo  important  an  obje&,  and.widi  fuch 
phia.    *      probability  of  complete  fuccefs,  brave  all  the  hazards 
and  hardflttps  of  a  winter  campaign.    The  foldiers 
were  quite  difheartened ;  the  panic  extended  itfelf 
to  the  civil  departments ;  the  governor,  coundl,  af- 
fetnbly,  and  magiftracy  of  New  Jerfey  deferted  their 
province ;  their  brethren  of  Philadelphia  difperfed ; 
and  the  congrefs,  expecting  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  the 
the  Britiih  army,  fled  to  Maryland*    Three  of  the 
princ^al  citissens,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  declared 
their  refolution  to  entreat  the  protedion  -of  general 
Howe.    The  chief  city  of  North  America,  the  feat 
of  the  new  government,  appeared  ready  to  fubmit, 
Krmnefcof  Jf  the  Britifli  army  fhould  advance.     Alarmed  at 
*  thefe  dangers,  congrefs  did  not,  however,  defpair; 
they  proceeded  not  only  to  repair  their  adual  lofles, 
but  to  remove  the  caufes.     Their  foldiers  had  only 
been  ealifted  for  a  year ;  they  now  ordained  that 
they  fliould  be  levied  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
conthiuance  of  the  wan    The  army  was  to  coBfift 
of  eighty-eight  battalions,  to  be  fumiiQied  and  main- 
tained by  the  refpedive  colonies  in  a  certain  pro- 
portion, according  to  the   afceitained   ability  of. 
each.     Liberal  offers  were  made  of  bounties  and 
of  pay,  as  an  inducement  to  men  to  enlift }  and  an 
allotment  of  lands  at  the  end  of  the  ww  was  pro- 
mif^  tO:^ll  who  furvived,  or  to  the  families  of  thofe 
8  who 
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who  fell.  They  alfo  publilhcd  an  appeal  to  the  ^^^Y' 
American  people,  to  remind  them  of  their  aCfurances 
of  proteftion  and  fupport;  they  recapitulated  the 
various  grievances  vhich  they  had  lb  often  ftated» 
and  the  rejedion  of  all  their  a{^licatbn$  for  re- 
drefs:  nothing  but  unconditionad  fubDuffion  would 
iatisfy  their  enemies  j  the  only  alternatives  iprere 
refiftance  or  flaveryj*— which  of  the  two  were  frec-^ 
born  brave  men  to  choofe  ?  The  fuccefs  of  the 
Briciih  arms,  they  alleged,  had  been  greatly 
exaggerated,  and  cof):  very  dear.  They  a&ieed 
them  of  the  affiftance  of  foreign  powers,  and 
exhorted  them  to  firm  reliance  and  reliftance ; 
to  prepare  for  a  vigorous  dcf^race  of  their  liber* 
des,  properties,  and  every  obje^  which  could  be 
dear  to  man.  The  appeal  bad  the  defired  f  ffed, 
it  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and  ftimu- 
lated  the  molt  aftoniihing  efforts  to  procure  rein* 
forcements  forihe  army. 

With  the  zeal  of  the  Americans,  the  wifdom  ^^'^f  "• 
and  abiHty  of  their  general  moft  powerfully  co-ope^  wimer-^uar- 
rated,  not  without  being  feconded  by  fome  unfor^ 
lunate  drcumftances  in  the  army  of  Britain.  To 
the  furprife  of  both  friends  and  enemies,  general 
Howe  did  not  attempt  to  profecute  the  fuccefs  of 
his  detachment,  but  retired  into  winter-quarters. 
He  fo  cantoned  his  troops  that  they  could  not 
eafily  be  condenfed,  fhould  a  fuddeii  occafion  re* 
quire  them  to  a£k  in  concert ;  bodies  of  Heffians 
were  quartered  at  Trenton  and  Bordenton,  near  the 
Delaware,  and  ifirom  knowing  the  reduced  fituation 
of  the  enemy,  had  given  way  to  great  laxity  c^  dif* 
cipline.  Without  being  reftrain^  by  theiir  officers, 
Bb2  or 
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CHAP,  or  by  the  commander  in  chief,  they  ravaged,  plun- 
_,^-^^  dered,  and  in  (hort  cxercifed  every  crueky  which 
«776.      could  be  expeded  from  mercenary  hirelings,  who 
fought  without  fentiment  or  principle,  merely  as 
the  initruments  of  a  petty  tyrant  whofe  ways  and 
means  were  the  blood  of  his  fubjefits.     They  re- 
velled in  the  proceeds  of  rapine,  and  gave  way  to 
excefTes  fo  natural  to  men,  who  by  indigence  are 
ufually  debarred  from  the  comforts  of  life,  when 
they  happen  to  obtain  temporary  abundance.    New 
jerfey  became  a  fcene  of  robbery,  diforder,  and  li- 
TheAmeri-  ceutiouihefs.      The  Americans,  while  they  dreaded 
^  to'ofi  the  force,  and  abhorred  the  cruelties  of  Heffians, 
fenfife  opf  contcmncd  their  flavifli  fubmiffion  to  the  moft  fordid 

fatioot. 

defpotifm.  Wafliington,  perfeflily  informed  of  the 
Heffian  laxity,  projefted  to  furprife  their  detach- 
ments at  Trenton,  and  knowing  the  deteftation  and 
refentment  with  which  his  countrymen  regarded 
men  whom  they  confidered  as  hirelings,  purchafcd 
to  butcher  thofe  who  had  done  them  no  injury, 
encouraged  them  with  the  hopes  of  punifhing  thofe 
hated  enemies  before  they  ftiould  be  aware  of  their 
danger.  In  order  to  prevent  the  divifion  at  Bor- 
denton  from  aflFording  any  affiftance  to  their  coun- 
trymen  at  Trenton,  he  difpatched  a  body  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  militia  very  lightly  accoutred  and 
armed  to  Mount  Holly,  in  fight  of  the  Heffian 
poft,  with  orders  not  to  fight,  but  to  fly  as  foon 
as  they  had  provoked  their  enemies  to  advance,  and 
draw  them  to  as  great  a  diftance  as  poflible^  The 
ftratagem  was  fuccefsful :  colonel  Donop;  who 
commanded  that  cantonment  of  Hefiians,  with  the 
whole  of  his  party,  except  eighty  men .  left  at  the 

.        ,  quarters, 
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quarters,  had  proceeded  twelve  miles  from  hb  own  chap. 
ftation,    and    eighteen  from  Trenton.      General  ^^— ,-iI^' 
Wafliington  difcemed  that  his  abfence  was  the  fit      *776- 
moment  for  enterprife,  and  embraced  the  opportu- 
nity.   He   paffed  the  Delaware,  already  almoft  Surprife  the 
frozen  over,  by  forcing  the  boats  through  the  ice,  Treoton, 
during  the  night  after  Chriflmas ;  and  by  day-break 
on  the  26th,  furrounded  the  Heflian  cantonment. 
The  Germans  were  thrown  into  the  greateft  afto* 
niihment  and  confufion,  and  before  they  could  be 
called  to  arms,  Wafliington  galled  them  with  a 
heavy  fire.     Rhalle,  the  Heflian  commander,  af- 
fembled  a  confiderable  number  of  his  troops,  and 
was  beginning  to  charge  the  enemy  with  great  cou- 
rage, when  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  on  which  his 
foldiers  refufed  to  continue  the  battle,    and  furren- 
dered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.    The  number  of  con^ueft, 
killed  and  wounded  was  confiderable,  but  the  pri^  of^hu*fuc• 
foners  amounted  to  nearly  a  thoufand.  This  fiiccefs  ^«^»« 
proved  very  advantageous  to  the  American  caufc, 
as  it  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  foldiers,  and  co-ope-, 
rated  with  the  addrefs  of  the  congrefs,  to  encou- 
rage and  fl:imulate  the  people.      The  Americans 
had  particularly  dreaded  the  Heflians,  on  account 
of  their  known  warlike  difcipline ;  but  from  feeing 
fo  many  of  them  taken  prifoners,  their  fears  greatly 
decreafed.     The  general  and  congrefs,  with  great 
judgment,  paraded  the  prifoners  through  the  ftreets 
of  Philadelphia  and  other  populous  places,    and 
thus  promoted  in  the  people  a  difpofition  to  enlift. 
Notwithfl:anding  this  advantage,  general  Wafliingr 
ton  did  not  choofe  to  encamp  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  Pel?iware ;  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  that 
B  b  3  with 
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whh  fuch  a  fupcrior  force  as  he  poffeffed,  general 
Howe  would  rc-occupy  the  pofts  in  Jerfey,  and 
'776.       even    crofs    the   Delaware.       Inftead,    however, 
of  attempting  to  regain  the  pofition  which  was 
thus  loft,   tl\e   general  direfted    colonel    Donop 
to  abandon  his  fituation,  and  retire  to  Prince's 
Town.     Wafhington,  encouraged  by  movements 
fo  very  different  from  what  he  apprehended,  agaui 
croffed  the  river,    and  marched  to   Trenton  at 
the  head  of  four  thoufand  men.    It  was  now  be- 
lieved that  general  Howe  would  have  taken  the 
field  immediately,  but  thefe  expeftations  proved 
unfounded.     Inftead  of  marching  with  the  main 
army,  he  fent  lord  Comwallis  to  take  command  of 
the  detachment  in  Jerfey,  while  he  himfelf  remained 
quiet  at  New  York.  Lord  Comwallis  no  fooner  arriv- 
ed, than  he  marched  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Tren- 
ton.    General  Wafliington's  objeft  was  to  fetigue, 
harafs,  and  diftrefs  the  king's  troops,  without  hazard- 
ing a  battle.     On  the  approach  of  the  Britifli  de- 
tachment, therefore,   he  retired  from  the   town, 
pofted  himfelf  on  fome  high  grounds  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  there  feemed  refolved  to  wait  the 
affault  of  the  enemy.     Lord  Comwallis  determined 
to  force  the  poft  of  the  enemy  *j  but  the  next 
morning,  Wafhington,  leaving  his  fires  burning, 
and  picauets  advanced,retreated  in,profoundfilence; 
and  taking  a  circuitous  route,  marched  with  a  defign 
to  furprife  a  Britifli  detachment  at  Prince's  To^jvn, 
confifting  of  the  feventeenth,  fortieth,  and  fifty- 
fifth  regiments,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Mawhood. 
This   corps  was  preparing  to  follow  lord  Com- 
wallis, wheii  Walbington  n^ade   his  appearance, 

about 
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about  fun-rifr.   Mawhood  hfnmediately  coiickded 
that  the  American  general  was  retreating  frotn  lord 
'Corn^allis,  and  that  by  obflrudling  his  march  he      *7^* 
niight  afford  the  Britilh  troops  from  Trenton  tiftie 
to  arrive.   A  foggy  mortiiiig,  skrid  thick  woodi^  pre- 
vented him  from  difcovering  the  nuihber  of  the 
enemy  i  under  thefe  ftiiftakes  he  refolved  to  ha2^ard  oiiiine 
an  adion ;    the  fortieth  regiment,  which  had  not  Mawhood. 
been  included  in  the  orders  to  march,  was  behind 
at  Prince's  Town ;  and  to  that  corps  he  fent  imme-? 
diate  ordefs  to  join  his  party.     Meanwhile  the 
battle  began,  and  a  heavy  dHeharge  of  Hritilh  artil- 
lery did  confiderable  executioil;  the  leventeentb 
regimeiit  nifhed  forwards  With  fixed  bayonets,  atricf 
a  dreadful  flaughter  enfued.    The  fif^-fifth  arid 
fortieth  were  not  fufficiently  adtariced  to  fuppott 
thdt  fellow-foldiers.     Several,   by  their  afdoor, 
fevered  from  the  reft  of  the  detachment  j  the  feven* 
teenth,  riotwithftanding  the  gfeat  fuperibrify  of  num* 
bers,  ctit  their  way  through  the  enemy,  and  re- 
treated to  Brunfwick,  with  a  lofs  of  fiear  one  half 
of  their  number.    The  exploit  of  the  feventeenfh,     . 
•  }afl:  fetorded,  was  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
gallant  atchievettients  during  the  war.    The  ddA 
officers  being  sdl  abfent,  captain  Scott,    who  fed 
Ae  regiment,  received  jtrft  and  very  high  applaufe 
for  his  condud  :  the  lofs  of  the  American^,  from 
the  valour  of  thsrt  corps,  was  very  confidefable. 
Lord  Corhwaffis,    difcovering  the  retteat  of  the 
enemy,  haffeited  to  purfue  them ;  btft  Wi^ingtoii, 
though  he  kept  fo  near  the  Britifh  tj^oops  ais  to  give 
them  full  employtftent,  did  not  hSJJaf d  afi  engage* 
meat    The  troops  of  Gortiwallis  b^tng  broken 
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^th  (he  toilfome  warfsure,  he  was  obliged  to  retire 
XVII.  ^Q  Brunfwick  to  refrefh  his  corps,  and  wait  for  the 
1776.  arrival  of  affiftance  from  the  commander  in  chief. 
Waihington,  meanwhile,  qver-ran  Jerfey,  feized  the 
principal  towns,  and  fecured  the  pofts  on  the 
Delaware,  by  which  means  he  commanded  an  eafy 
pailage  for  himfelf  whenever  it  fhould  be  expedient 
to  re-crofs  that  riven 

The  condud  and  event  of  thefe  winter  opera- 
tions proved  very  diflferent  from  what  the  friends 
\  of  Britain  expefted,   and  the  provincials  appre- 
hended.    It  was  conceived,  that  the  general  would 
have  a&ed  at  the  head  of  his  whole  combined 
army,  inftead  of  remaining  miemployed  himfelf, 
and  parcelling  his  troops  out  in  a  great  number  of 
detachments.  If,  inftead  of  preferving  his  force  con- 
centrated, and  preffing  forward  on  the  enemy  with 
its  whole  impulfe,  they  muft  be  fpread  into  fuch  a 
number  of  cantonments,  it  was  thought  the  pofts 
next  to  the  enemy  ought  to  have  been  the  ftrongeft, 
whereas  they  were  the  weakeft.    The  Americans, 
with  reafon,   dreaded  that  they  would  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  Britifh  army;  direfted  by  the 
conduct,  and  encouraged  by  the  example  of  its 
commander  in  chief  to  activity  and  enterprife,  but 
they  found  they  had  only  to  contend  with  partial 
detachments,  while  the  main  force  and  the  general 
himfelf  were  ftationary  and  inaftive.    The  army  of 
Wafhington  did  not  amount  to  feven  thoufand  mi- 
litia, the  army  of  general  Howe  to  twaaty-eight 
thoufand  difciplined  troops:   during  (ix  months, 
from  the  middle  of  this  winter  to  the  middle  of  the 
following  fummer,  Wafhingtou  remain^  upon  the 
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Delaware,  within  thirty  miles  of  the  Britifli  head-  c  h^a  p. 
quarters,  without  any  attempts  to  diflodge  him  from    ,-^-^-1^ 
his  pofts,  or  to  proceed  to  the  great  objeft  of  the     .'77^- 
wan 

The  plan  of  the  campaign  under  general  Carle-  Operation!* 
ton  was,  as  we  have  feen,  to  drive  the  enemy  from  ^^  * 
Canada,  and  afterwards  proceed  by  the  lakes  to 
the  north-weftern  parts  of  the  province  of  New 
York,    that  he  might  co-operate  with  the   main 
army,  /and  have  it  in  his  pbwer  to  invade  either 
the  northern  or  middle  colonies  as  occafion  might 
require  ;  that  thus  they  could  feparate  the  fouthem 
from  the  northern  provinces,  inclofe  New  York 
between  the  two  armies,  ahd  thereby  compel  thofe 
provincials  to  furrender  at  difcretion.     We  left  the 
Britifli  generals  at  the  capture  of  Fort  St.  John's 
in  the  end  of  June ;  there  an  armament  was  pre- 
pared  for  croffing  lake  Charaplain,  in  order  to  be- 
fiege  Crown  Point,  and  Ticonderago.     The  Ame- 
ricans had  a  coniiderable  fleet  on  lake  Champlain, 
whereas  the  Britilh  had  not  a  fingle  velfel.     It  was. 
neceflary,  in  order  to  gain  a  fuperiority,  to  prepare 
thirty  fifliing-floops,  and  to  equip  them  with  can* 
non.     The  general  ufed  every  effort  to  procure 
the  requifite  naval  force  :  the  largeft  of  the  veffels 
were  brought  from  England,  and  were  afterwards 
obliged  to  be  taken  in  pieces  and  reconftrufted,  ' 
in  order  to  anfwer  their  purpofe  upon  the  lake. 
It  was  neceffary  alfo  to  tranfport  over  land,  and 
drag  up  the  rapid  current  of  St.  Therefe  and  St. 
John's,  with  thirty  long-boats,  a  great  number  of 
flat-boats  of  great  burden,  a  gondola  weighing  thirty 
tons,  and  about  four  hundred  batteaux.    Notwith- 
ftaoding  the  difliculty  of  the  undertaking,  and  the 

complexity 
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CHAP,  complexity  of  the  labour  and  impectiments,  fuch 
1,^^-0  was^the  ardour  and  a&ivity  of  the  BritHh  itMpA 
»77«-      that  it  was  finiihed  in  three  months.    By  thie  time, 
.        however,  the  feafon  was  for  advanced  j  not  c^y 
lake  Champlain  and  la^e  George  i^re  to  be  en* 
countered,  and  an  unknown  force  on  each  fidi- 
dued,  and  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderago  captured; 
but,  after  thefe  difficuldes  were  overcome,  a  wild 
and  defolate  country  covered  with  intricate  forefts, 
indented  with  fwamps  and  morafles,  was  to  be 
pervaded,  in  order  to  arrive  at  Albany,  and  open  a 
communicadon  with  general  Howe.     October  "v^s 
begun  before  the  fleet  was  ready  to  oppoTe  the 
Americans  on  lake  Champlain:  the  nav^  force 
coniifted  of  the  Inflexible,  which  was  reconftrufied 
at  St.  John's  in  twenty-eight  days,'  and  mounted 
eighteen  twelve  pounders  ;  one  fchooner  mounting 
fourteen,  and  another  twelve  fix*poundeirs  ;  a  flat* 
bottomed  batteaux,  carrying  fix  twenty-fouf,  and 
the  fame  number  of  twelve-pounders,  befides  how- 
itzers ;  and  a  gondola,  with  feven  ninc-potmders ; 
twenty  gun*boats,  carrying  either  field-pieces  or 
howitzers,  were  fumiihed  in   the  fame  manner. 
There  was  befides  a  great  number  of  large  boata 
for  tranfporting  the  troops,  provifions,  ftofes,  ^d 
other  neceflaries  *.    The  American  force;  was  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  Bridfii :    they  had  made 
the  moft  flcillful  ufe  of'  their  materials,  but  diey 
ti^anted  fim}>er  and  ardllery :   their  fleet  amounted 
to  fifteen  veflels,  commanded  by  Arnold.    On  the 
nth  of  Odtober,  the  Britiih  fleet,  conduced  by 
captain  Pringle,  and  under  the  general  dire6tion  of 

♦  See  Gkaettqa, 
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Carleton,  difcovered  the  armament  of  the  cttemy  c  m^a^p- 
pofted  to  defend  the  paflfege  between  tlie  ifiand  c^  >^^^.'-^ 
Valicour  and  the  Weftem  main*      An  engagement      '^^^ 
commenced,  and  dontinued  on  both  fides  for  feve- 
ral  hours  T^ith  great  intrepidity :  the  unfavouraWe- 
nefe  of  the  wind  prevented  the  chief  fhips  of  the 
Britiih  from  taking  a  (hare  in  the  fight.     Night  ap- 
proaching, it  was  thought  pr&dent  to  difcontinue 
the  a£Hon ;  they  were  accordingly  withdrawn,  but 
not  before  the  fti:ongeft  of  the  enemy^s  (hips  was 
run  arground,  and  one  of  their  gondolas  funk.- 
Arnold,  fenfible  of  the  infuffici«icy  of  his  ftretigth, 
retreated  during  the  night :  the  Britiih  fleet  purfued 
them  the  next  day,  and  the  day  following ;  and  the 
wind  being  favouraWe  for  bringing  all  the  fhips  into 
adtion,  overtook  them  a  few  leagues  from  Crown 
Point.  The  American  commander,  unable  to  av<Hd 
an  engagement,  made  the  bed  difpofition  which  his 
force  permitted:  about  noon  the  battle  began,  and 
continued  with  great  Jury  for  two  hours  ;  but  at 
length  the  fuperiqr  force  and  fldll  of  the  Britifli  pre- 
vailed.     The  provincials  burnt  feveral  of  the  fhips, 
to  prevent  them  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh. 
On  the  15th  of  Oftober  the  Britifli  fleet  anchored  off  crownPoi": 
Crowft  Point,  an4  the  enemy  retired  to  Ticondcrago*  "  ^*^*"' 
General  Carleton  remained  at  Crown  Point  till  the 
3d  of  November ;  and  as  the  winter  was  commenc* 
ing,  he  did  not  think  it  advifablfe  to  befiege  Tfcon- 
derago.     Some  of  his  ofiicers  wiflied  the  attempt  t(s 
have  been  made  immediatdy  on  his  arrival  at  Crowit 
Point.     The  difliance  was  only  fifteen  miles,  and 
the  garrifon,  they  conceived,  would  not  hold  out 
fen  days  againfl:  the  Britjfli  force.    General  Carle. 

ton. 
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CHAP,  fecm,  however,  thought  the  capture  of  that  place 
.  J^y^[^  might  be  attended  with  confiderable   lofs,  vhik 
>776»      the  benefit  arifing  from  it  would  be  immateriai 
during  the  current  campaign,  becaufe  fo  late  in 
the  feafon  they  could  not  think  of  entering  upon 
lake  George,  and  proceeding  to  Albany.     From 
the  difficulty  of  fubfiftence,  a  garrifon  could  not 
eafily  be  maintained  during  the  winter ;  and  thus, 
but  mc«.    though  taken,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  evacuate  it 
*^*  again,  and  leave  it  to  the  enemy.    Though  thefe 

arguments  did  not  convince  the  other  officers,  yet 
they  determined  general  Carieton  to  re-embaric  the 
army,  and  return  to  St.  John's  y  whence  he  diftri- 
but^  his  army  into  winter  quarters. 
Gencni »-       Thus  of  the  three  great  objeds  of  the  campaign 
of  1776,  the  fouthem  expedition  totally  failed, 
and  the  other  two  were  but  partially  obtained.  The 
Canadian  armament  atchieved  only  the  redudion 
of  Crown  Point :  general  Howe  acquired  poffef- 
fion  of  Long  Illand,  and  New  York,  with  part  of 
the  Jerfeys.     His  operations    had  very  little  im- 
paired the  refources  of  the  enemy  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  by  allowing  them  to  gain  unexpected  advan« 
tages,  he  had  animated  hope,  infpirited  courage, 
promoted  firmnefs  and  unanimity^  and    affi3rded 
them  a  fair  profpe6l  of  ultimate  fuccefs. 
Depreda-  Durfug  tliis  ycar  the  American  privateers  were 

Amlricaa  cxtrcmcly  adive  and  fuccefsful.  The  Weft  India 
privateers,  ifl^nds,  as  had  been  predided,  were  in  great  diftrefs 
by  the  interclufion,  of  commerce  with  America. 
The  moft  eflential  neceffaries  of  life,  efpecially  In- 
dian com,  the  principal  food  of  the  negroes  and 
of  the  poor  and  laborious  whites,  had  rifen  from 

three 
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three  to  four  times  the  cuftomary  price.     Slaves^   chap. 
next  in  importance  and  ncceffity,  were  not  to  be   ^^0^.'^ 
procured  in  fufEcient  quantity  for  any  fum;  and  other      '^^^' 
wants  and  diflreflies  multiplied.     In  this  period  of 
calamity,  a  confpiracy  was  formed  for  an  infurrec- 
tion  of  negroes  in  Jamaica,  moft  of  the  foldiers 
having  been  drafted  to  America.     One  hundred 
and  twenty  fail  of  merchantmen  were  about  to  de- 
part for  Europe,  and  the  confpirators  had  fixed  on 
their  departure  as  the  proper  time  for  carrying  the 
plot  into  execution,  as  the  ifland  would  then  be  ftill 
more  defencelefs.     The  confpiracy  was  brought  to 
light  a  few  days  before  the  fleet  aftually  failed, 
and  the  fhips  were  retained  until  it  was  effedually 
cruflied,  and  order  reftored.     This  detention  was 
afterwards  attended  with  very  ruinous  eflFeQ:s.    The 
American  privateers  had,  during  the  former  part 
of  the  fummer,  been  very  aftive  and  fuccefsful;  and 
as  the  increafe  of  captures  enlarged  the  capitals 
of  the.  adventurers  for  more  diftant  enterprifes,  they       , 
extended  the  fcene  of  their  depredations.     A  con- 
fiderable  part  of  this  rich  fleet  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  provincials ;    and,  encouraged  by  fuch  an 
acquilition,  they  afterwards  fent  cruizers   to  the 
Weft  Indies,  which  captured  many  other  fliips. 
The  planters  and  merchants  were  almoft  ruined  by 
the  complicated  evils  that  refulted  to  them  from 
the  war.     The  merchants  who  had  traded  to  Ame- 
rica, continued  to  be  .great  fufferers,  not  only  by- 
the  lofs  of  trade,  but  by  the  detention  of  their  pro- 
perty, which  was  no  longer  remitted.     Towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  American  fliips  infefted  the 

coaflis 
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CHAP,  coafts  of  Europe,  and  (amts  the  BritUh  traders, 

^.,^.,^,^  diftreffed  other  merchants.    The  provincial  priva- 

177^      teers  found  refuge,  protedion,  and  encouragement 

from  France,  notwithftanding  the  profeffions  of 

amity. 
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CHAP.  xvm. 

^riti/h  nation  ^ill  favourable  to  coercive  meafures-^  various 
CMufes  of  this  difpofition. — Con/piracy  and  trial  of  John 
the  Painter. — ^Meeting  of  parliament — King^s  fpeech — 
debate. -^Motion  for  a  revifion  of  aBs  obnoxious  to'  the 
Americans i  in  conformity  to  general  Howis  proclamation-^ 
reje,Sled'^feceffion  of  members.— Letters  of  marque^  isfc. — 
RepriJatbilL — Bill  for  feizing  fufpeiled  perfons ;  in  which 
lord  North,  nvifhing  to  pleafe  both  parties y  fatisfies  neither. 
-^Important  amendmentSy  through  Mr.  Dunning^  pajfed.^^ 
Affairs  of  India — nabob  of  Arcoty  council  of  MadraSy  and 
rajah  ofTanjore. — Lord  Pigot  fent  out-- confpiracy  againfl 
him,  executed  by  colonel  Stuart— proceedings  thereon  in  the 
India-houfe — in  parliament-receding  members  return — 
lord  Chatham* s  motion  for  terminating  the  war — rejeBed 
m^i-Sfference  of  opinion  among  oppofition  concerning  Ameri" 
^^  independence. — Une^peBed  demand  from  Hejfe  Cajfel.^^ 
Prorogation  of  parliament. 

TAESTjiccTiVE-  as  the  manifold  loffes  which  wc    c  h  a  p. 
have  been  relating  were  to  the  mercantile  in-  v^— v-il> 
tereft.  yet  the  nation  in  general  continued  favour-  ^ '■^^; 
able  to  the  war.     The  declaration  of  mdependence  is  ftiii  fa- 
feparated  from  the  caufe  of  the  Americans  per-  Jo'thc  war. 
fims  who  had  before  regarded  them  as  oppreffed 
and  fuffering  fellow-fubjefts :  thefe  how  contended  ^*f|.°"J5:,i^j5 
that  the  q^eftion  no  longer  was,  *^  Have  our  bre-  diipofuioa. 
thren  been  well  or  ill  treated  ?  but  fliall  we  not  re- 
duce our  declared  enemies  ?   As  long  as  they  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  fubjefts  of  the  Britifli  con- 

'    ftitution, 
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CHAP,  ftitution,  we  wiflied  them  to  enjoy  all  the  rights 
v.,^..-^  and  privileges  which  our  excellent  polity  confers 
>77^«  and  fecures ;  but  now  they  have  renounced  con- 
neftion,  and  declared  hoftility  to  this  country,  we, 
as  Britons,  muft  oppofe  the  enemi^  of  Britain/' 
By  this  fpedes  of  reafoning,  extended  farther  than 
the  fubje£t  of  the  analogy  juftified,  they  inferred, 
that  the  parental  authority  extended  to  die  control 
of  the  property  eventually  acquired  by  the  children 
through  their  own  ability,  induftry,  and  (kill.  The 
aflerted  ingratitude  they  enhanced,  by  alleging,  that 
the  preceding  war  was  commenced  and  carried  on 
for  the  fake  of  thefe  colonies,  and  that  they  were 
debtors  to  us  for  all  thofe  eflForts  by  which  we  had 
vanquiflied  the  enemy,  and  fecured  our  American 
fettlements.  No  arguments  were  more  frequently 
repeated  by  the  cenfurers  of  American  refiftanc«;i 
'  than  this  charge  of  ingratitude ;  the  weight  of  which 
fo  obvioufly  depends,  not  on  the  benefit  conferred, 
but  on  the  motives  for  rendering  the  fervice. 
The  hoftilities  that  commenced  in  1755,  arofeon 
one  fide  from  a  determination  to  prevent  France 
from  being  aggrandized  at  our  expence,  and  to 
reprefs  encroachments  upon  colonies  which  were 
fo  beneficial  to  Britain.  The  confideration  of  filial 
duty  led  to  parental^dignity  as  well  as  claims;  zeal  for 
the  maintenance  of  Britifh  authority  and  fupremacy 
induced  many  a  loyal  and  patriotic  fubjed  to  re- 
probate the  Americans;  and  not  doubting  that 
our  demands  were  founded  in  right,  and  condu^ 
cive  to  honour,  they  did  not  examine  whether 
this  affertion  of  our  alleged  rights  would  not  be 
overbalanced  by  the  expence  and  danger  of  the 

conteft ; 
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conteft ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  experience  which  they  chap. 
had  already  received  in  the  courfe  of  two  very  ._^^^^,^ 
coftly  years,  ftill  regarded  the  reduftion  of  the  co-  «77^*  * 
Ibnies  as  a  profitable  objeft.  The  minifterial  fyftem 
they  conceived  would  greatly  diminifli  our  national 
burthens  :  on  a  balance  of  accounts,  we  ^ould  find 
ourfelves  gainers  by  the  war ;  befides  thofe  who 
from  public  motives  approved  of  the  ^conteft,  there 
were  not  wanting  men  who  fupported  it  from  pri- 
vate intereft  ;  the  certainty,  or  believed  probability, 
of  acquiring  lucrative  contrafts,  or^  other  profits 
from  the  war,  which  they  could  not  exped  in 
peace.  The  multitude  were,  as  ufual,  direfted  by 
authority:  the  greater  number  of  peers,  and  of 
the  principal  gentry,  were  ftaunch  fupporters  of 
the  miniftry  j  and,  in  addition  to  their  immediate 
dependents  connefted  with  them  by  the  ties  of 
intereft,  there  were  many  more  who,  either  from 
attachment,  admiration  of  rank  and  fortune,  or 
vanity,  were  influenced  by  their  opinions,  fol- 
lowed their  example,  praifed  the  meafures  and  ' 
conduft  of  miniftry,  and  reviled  the  Americans 
and  the  Britifli  opponents  of  adminiftration.  Great 
numbers  felt  refentment  and  indignation  at  the  in- 
gratitude  and  infolence  which  they  imputed  to  the 
colonifts,  for  refifting  fuch  reafonable  demands  of ' 
their  benefadors,  under  whofe  foft^ring  care  they 
had  been  reared  to  their  prefent  ftrength :  they 
formed  analogies  from  the  returns  incumbent  in 
filial  duty  for  parental  affeftion,  and  fupport  be-- 
ftowed  in  the  days  of  inability  to  provide  for 
themfelves.  From  thefe  various  caufes,  and  pro- 
bably others,  a  large  majority  of  tlic  people  of  all 
Vol.  IL                         C  c                         ranks 
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CHAP,  ment  in  (he  con&ifion  of  accomplices,  dnd  at  kft 

Y\'ff|  * 

v^i^..^   incurred  by  circumflantial  evidence  the  long-merited 
»77«.       punifhment  which  from  his  infolated  wickednefs  no 
direft  teflimony  could  fan^on.     Aitken  was  bom 
in  Edinburgh,  and  bred  a  painter ;  of  a  melancholy 
temper,  a  gloomy  difpofition,  and  ardent  paflions, 
he  had  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  vice,  and  fought  his 
own  fole  gratification.      Having  no  pleafure  in  the 
cpnverfe  of  other  men,  he  found  no  charms  in  con- 
vivial profligacy   and  aflbciated  turpitude.     Very 
early  in  life  he  had  been  feized  with  a  defire  of 
wandering,  and  exploring  in  other   countries  the 
means  and  opportunities  of  wickednefs.     About 
three  years  before  this  time  he  had  betaken  him« 
felf  to  America,  where  he  had  imbibed  a  mortal  an- 
tipathy to  his  country,  and  formed  the  extravagant 
defign  of  fubverting  the  government,  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  nation  Svhich  he  fo  much  abhorred.   He 
projeded  to  annihilate  the  maritime  force  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  her  internal  riches  and  fbrength,  by 
burning  the  royal  dock-yards,  the  principal  trading 
cities   and  towns,  with  their  refpedive  (hipping. 
He  traverfed  the  kingdom  to  difcover  the  ftate  and 
acceffibility  of  the  fieveral  docks,  and  found  them 
in  general  not  rigidly  guarded ;  he  took  grc^t  pains 
to   conftruft  fire-works,  machines,  and  combufti- 
bles :    he  attempted  the  great  hemp-houfe  at  Portf- 
mouth,  but  failed:  he  fucceeded  in.fetting  fire  to 
the  rope-houfe,  and  having  immediately  fet  off  for 
London,  from  Portfdown-hiU  feafted  his  diabolical 
malignity  with  contemplating  the  dreadful  confia- 
gration,  which  from  its  prodigious  appeitrance  he 
imagined  to  have  extended  to.  all  the  docks,  maga- 
zines. 
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sJneSy  and  buildings*  He  made  fimilar  attempts  at  chap. 
Plymouth  and  at  Briftol,  bat  fortunately  without  v^^i-p-v^' 
fuGcefs.  In  pervading  the  country  to  execute  his  '77^- 
defigns,  he  committed  robberies,  burglaries,  and 
rap^.  At  laft^  fome  intimation  of  his  condud,  with 
a  defcription  of  his  perfon,  reached  the  chief  police 
magiftrate,  fir  John  Fielding,  and  he  was  appre- 
hended for  a  burglary.  No  evidence  appearing  to 
^ftablifli  the  charge,  he  was  on  the  point  of  being 
difmifled,  when  fome  circumftances  excited  a  fuf« 
picion  againft  him  as  an  incendiary :  being  exa- 
mined by  the  privy  council  and  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  he  behaved  with  great  caution  and 
prefelice  of  mind,  and  baffled  all  their  attempts  to 
difcover  the  truth.  At  laft,  another  painter  fent  to 
him  in  rbnfinement,  infmuated  himfelf  into  his  con- 
fidence, and  procured  an  acknowledgment  of  de- 
figns and  afts  which  proved  eventually  a  clue  to  the 
whole  labyrinth  of  his  guilt.  He  was  tried  at  Portf- 
mouth,  and  the  chain  of  circumftances  being  fo 
ftrong  as  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  doubt,  though 
he  himfelf  difplayed  great  ingenuity,  acutenefs,  and 
dexterity,  in  rebutting  obvious  inferences,  the  jury, 
without  leaving  the  court,  adjudged  him  guilty. 
Finding  death  inevitable,  he  made  a  full  confeffioA 
of  his  manifold  iniquities,  and  acknowledged  the 
juftnefs  of  his  condemnation.  In  detailing  his  own 
afts,  he  afferted  that  going  to  Paris,  he  had  in- 
formed Mr.  Silas  Dean,  an  agent  from  America, 
of  his  projed  to  bum  the  Englifh  docks,  and  had 
been  promifed  a  great  reward  if  he  fiiould  execute 
his  attempts. 
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The  fads  and  circumftances  brought  to  l^ht  by 

or  through  this  mifcreant  gave  full  fcope  to  the 

rage  and  virulence  of  both  parties.    Supporters  of 

the  minifterial  fyftem  attributed  the  afts  of  Aitken 

to  the  inftigation  of  American  and  republican  par* 

tifans  vithin  the  kingdom ;   their  opponents^  no 

lefs  bigotted,  confidered  the  alleged  difcoveries  as 

ihe  inventions  or  exaggerations  of  tories,  in  order 

to  bring  whigs  and  liberty  into  difcredit.     There 

\7as  not  the  fmalleft  fhadow  of  probability  that 

either  party  was  concerned  with  John  the  Painter, 

or  was  any  farther  to  blame  than  for  credulity  and 

illiberal  comments.     Various  hypothefcs,  however, 

refpefting  this  defpicable  perfon,  conftituted  the 

principal  fubjeft  of  difcuflion,    declamation,  and 

invefUve,  to  the  inferior  adherents  both  of  minifters 

and  oppofition  for  feveral  months ;  fo  readily  do 

the  zealous  votaries  of  party  believe  improbable 

ftories,  and  adopt  abfurd  opinions,  when  agreeable 

to  their  favourite  notions. 

On  the  31(1  of  Oftober  parliament  affembled. 
His  majefty's  fpeech  informed  them,  that  fo  daring 
and  defperate  was  now  the  fpirit  of  American 
leaders,  whofe  objeft  had  always  been  dbmimon 
and  power,  that  they  had  openly  renounced  all 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  all  political  coimec- 
tion  with  the  country,  rejefted  with  indignity  and 
infult  our  oflfers  of  conciliation,  and  had  prefumed 
to  fet  up  their  rebellious  confederacies  as  independ- 
ent communities.  Were  American  trcafon  fuffcred 
to  take  root,  it  would  prove  pernicious  to  the  loyal 
colonies,  to  the  commerce  and  political  interefts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  to  the  prjfent  fyftem  of  all  Eu- 

ropf. 


REIGN  OF   GEORGE  III.  39^ 

rope.     One  advantage  to  be  expefted  from  the  c  h  a  p. 
open  avowal  of  this   objeft,    would  be  at  home  v,--.-v-*l^ 
the  general  prevalence  of  unanimity,  and  a  convic-      ^77^. 
tion  that  the  meafures  purfued  by  government  were 
neceffary.     The  events  of  the  campaign  afforded 
the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  ultimate  fuccefs ;   but  the 
delays  unavoidable  in  commencing  operations,  pre- 
vented the  progrefs  from  being  complete.     Other 
courts  continued  to  affure  the  king  of  their  amicable 
difpofitions ;   neverthelefs,  in  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affsurs,  it  was   expedient  to  put  the  kingdom 
in  a  refpeftable   ftate   of  defence.     He  regretted 
the  expence  neceffarily  attendant  on  our  prefent 
fituation,  but    doubted    not    that    the  commons 
would  cheerfully  graht  the  fupplies  ths^t  might  be 
wanted  for  fuch  momentous  purpofes.  His  fole  ob- 
jed  was  to  promote  the  true  intereft  of  all  his  fub- 
jefts  ;  no  people  ever  lived  under  a  milder  govern- 
ment,  or  enjoyed  more  happinefs,  than  the  revolted 
colonies,  as  was  demonftraled  by  their  population, 
arts,  wealth,  and  the  ftrength  by  fea  and  land,  which 
now  gave  them  confidence  to  contend  with  the 
mother-country.     Addreffes  being  framed  accord- 
ing to  the  ufual  form  of  complimentary  repetition, 
produced  very  vehement  debates,  and  motions  of 
amendment  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  original 
propolitions.     The  opponents  of  minifters  afferted,  Debate. 
that  the  difaffeftion  and  revolt  of  a  whole  people 
could  not  have  taken  place  without  error  or  mif- 
conduft  in  their  former  rulers  ;  they  repeated  their 
objedions  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of  meafures,  im* 
puted  to  them  pernicious  effefts,  and  contended 
that  nothing  could  reftore  Britain  and  America  to 
C  c  4  their 
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CHAP,  thdr  former  happy  ftate  and  relations,  but  a  total 
v^.^.-..^  change  both  of  counfeis  and  counfellors.  Nothing 
''7«*  could  be  more  inconfiftent  with  a  proper  fpirit 
in  parliament,  than  an  attempt  to  bend  Briti(h 
fubjeds  to  an  abje£b  unconditional  fubmiflion 
to  any  power  whatever  j  to  annihilate  their  liber- 
ties, and  fubdue  them  to  fervile  principles  and 
paflive  habits  by  means  of  foreign  mercenaries* 
Amidft  the  excefles  (it  was  faid)  which  have  hap- 
pened, we  ought  to  refpeft  the  fpirit  and  principles 
which  fo  evidently  bear  an  exafl  analogy  to  thofe 
that  fupported  the  moft  valuable  part  of  our  own 
conftitution.  The  fpeech  had  affertcd,  that  the 
profperous  ftate  of  America  was  o\xing  to  the  mild 
government  and  foftering  .  protedion  of  Britain : 
they  admitted  the  propoiition,  but  a  neceffary 
confequence  of  the  truth  was,  that  thofe  who  had 
wantonly  changed  fo  beneficial  a  fyftem  deferved 
the  fevereft  cenfure.  The  Americans  bad  been 
charged  with  implicitly  obeying  arbitrary  leadeis : 
Who  were  thefe  tyrants  ?  In  no  country  of  great 
population  and  power  was  there  fo  near  an  equality 
between  individuals,  or  fo  little  of  dependence  ;  in 
fituations,  wherein  labour  was  extremely  produc- 
tive even  to  the  loweft  operator,  a  very  moderate 
ihare  of  induftry  produced  an  ample  fubfiftence, 
and  removed  the  caufe  which  in  other  countriea 
fo  often  rendered  the  lower  claffes  retainers  to 
fome  patron  in  the  higher.  As  the  general  pre- 
valence of  independent  and  eafy  fubfiftence  pre-, 
eluded  the  neceffity  of  abjefl:  fubmiffion  to  wealth, 
the  want  of  nobility  prevented  the  authority  an- 
nexed in  other  countries  to  rank  and  title.    The 

provincials 
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pToviQcials  bad  no  motives  to  yield  to  the  authority  c  «^^ 
of  adveatitious  diftitidiom :  Mr.  Hancock,  their  v.-..^-^^,-^ 
civil  prefident,  wa«  si  plain  merchant,  of  far  cha-      ^^^ 
rader,  who  pofiefled  no  influence  over  the  people 
beyond  that  which  arofe  from  the  trouble  caufed 
by  Bridih  adminiftration.     Mn  Waflungtpn  was  a 
country  gentleman  of  a  great  landed  eftate,  fuch 
as  feveral  private  gentlemen  poffefs  in  every  county 
'in  England ;  refpedable  in  his  own  diftrift,  but 
little  known  beyond  its  limits  before  the  iituation 
of  his  country  called  him  from  obfcurity.     Others, 
now  moft  eminent  in  the  field  and  congrels,  would 
have  been  ftill  more  obfcure,  had  not  the  oppreflive 
afts  of  Britain  ftimulated  the  public  exerdon  of 
their  abilities  :  in  circumftances  rendering  refift* 
ance  neceffary  to  preferve  their  liberties,  they  na- 
turally repofed  their  chief  confidence  in  virtue  and 
ability  ;  they  acknowledged  the  power  of  talents 
and  qualifications ;  liftened  to  th^  advice  which 
they  thought  wifeft  and  moft  patriotic,  from  their 
own  delegates  and  agents ;   and  followed  their 
counfels  with  a  willing  ratification,  and  not  an  ex.- 
torted  obedience.     The  perfons  reprefented  by  mi-, 
nifters  as  governing  the  Americans  with  defpotical 
tyranny,  were  no  other  than  their  own  officers  and 
fervants,  appointed  by  their  will,  and  removable 
at  their  pleafure.     The  conciliatory  offers,  in  them- 
felves  totally  inadequate  to  the  cafe,  had  not  been 
brought  forward  until  the  whole  fyftem  declaring 
them  rebels  and  enemies,  and  denouncing  the  venge* 
ance  due  to  fuch,  had  full  time  and  fcope  for  opera* 
tion,     The  amicable  and  pacific  profeiEons  of  other 
powers  deferved  no  reliance,  while  they  were  really 

alfifting 
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€  H  A  F.  ifCfting  the  Americans,  and  making  powerful  pre- 
vii}!^^!L^  paradons  both  by  fea  and  land.  Refpeding  the  re^ 
i77$*  quired  unanimity^  miniftets  could  not  be  ferious. 
^^  We  (continued  their  o{^onents)  predi&ed  the 
mifchiefs  which  have  fince  adually  arifen,  becaufe 
ve  reprobated  minifteiial  proceedings  as  permdous ; 
and  though  they  have  really  proved  more  fatal  than 
we  reprefented,  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  give  our 
approbation  and  fupport/' 

Minifters  contended,  that  "  the  American  decla- 
ration of  independence  had  entirely  deftroyed  the 
the  grounds  on  which  they  had  been  formerly  fujv 
ported  in  parliament.  Our  colonies  enabled  us  to 
hold  a  principal  place  among  the  chief  powers  of 
Europe  ;  deprived  of  thefe  fettlements,  we  fliould  be 
.  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  humiliation  and  dependence. 
Should  we  inglorioufly  relinquifh  our  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  or  by  a  vigorous  exertion  retain  our  ufual 
power  and  fplendour  ?  Befides  intereft  and  fafety, 
indignation  and  refentment  ought  to  roxife  the  Bri* 
tifh  fpirit  to  chaftife  the  ingratitude  and  infolence  of 
the  American  rebels.  Though  the  atrocioufnefs  of 
their  crimes  would  juftify  any  feverity  of  punifli- 
ment,  it  was  ftill  wiflied  to  treat  them  with  lenity, 
when  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  their  condition, 
and  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  Defigning  and  ambitious 
leaders  never  could  have  fucceeded  in  inftigating 
the  Americans  to  hoftility  and  a  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, if  their  difobedient  and  rebellious  fpi- 
rit had  not  been  fomented  and  nourifhed  by  afpir- 
ing  and  faftious  men  in  this  country,  who  facrificed 
loyalty  and  patriotifm  to  their  own  felfifli  and  un» 
juftifiable  projeds.     The  opponents  of  minifters  in 

parliament 
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parliament  having  hitherto  avowedly  regulated  thdr  chap. 
condud  on   the  fuppofition  that  the  Americans  s^^.^.^^^ 
never  defigned  or  even  defired  independence,  were       '77^ 
now  bound  to  fupport,  with  the  utmoft  vigour, 
meafures  neceffary  for  their  reduflion/^   The  votes 
in  favour  of  miniftry  were  nearly  as  numerous  as 
ufual,  but  in  debate  the  animation  of  their  friends 
was  not  fo  ardent ;  the  hopes  of  an  immediate  re- 
duflion  of  America  they  law  were  not  fulfilled; 
another  campaign  mull  be  encountered,  very  great 
expence  muft   be    incurred,  and  foreign  powers 
would  probably  interfere  in  the  protrafted  conteft. 

The  declaration  of  American  independence  placed 
the  fupporters  of  the  colonifts  in  a  fituation  never 
before  known  in  the  hiftpry  of  parliament;  the 
Americans  were  no  longer  fellow-fubjeds  complmo* 
ing  of  grievances,  but  a  feparate  ftate  engaged  ia 
hoftilities  with  this  country.  Parliamentary  annals 
do  not  before  this  feffion  aflford  an  inftance  of  a 
party  in  our  fenate  avowedly  defending  the  cauTe 
of  a  power  with  which  our  country  was  at  war, 
with  the  approbation  of  both  the  fenate  and  nation. 
Members  may  have  cenfured  either  the  impolicy 
or  precipitancy  of  intended  hoftilities  *,  but  after 
they  were  aftually  commenced,  have  abftsdned  from 
fuch  oppofition,  as  tending  to  infpirit  the  enemy, 
and  to  difliearten  their  countrymen.  They  have 
objefted  to  fpecific  plans  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  cenfured  inftz^nces  of  rafh  or  feeble  execution  ; 
but  their  animadverfions  were  confined  to  manage* 

) 

*  In  the  Dutch  war  undertaken  by  the  mean  and  profligate 
Charles,  not  merely  a  party,  but  the  parliament  and  natioo 
were  9verfe  to  hoftilities, 

ment 
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c  "  A  p,  mcnt  without  extending  to  origin:  they  (hewed 
%-^/--L  themfelves  aware  that  when  a  powerful  ftate  is  once 
^^^^      involved  in  a  war,  the  only  effectual  means  of  ho- 
nourable and  fecure  extrication    are  vigorous  ef- 
forts ;  but  the  opponents  of  minifters  at  this  pe- 
riod took  a  different  courfe,  and  however  prudent 
and  juft  their  exertions  might  be  while  they  tended 
to  avert  war,  they  became  much  more  queftionable 
in  point  of  expediency,  from  the  time  that  the 
colonies   feparated  themfelves  from  the   mother- 
country. 
Mettowfof        j^  fe^  days  after  the  introduftory  debate,  lord 
•as  obdoii.  John  Cavendilh  havmg  produced  a  copy  of  the 
iTflmicVft,    proclamation  iffued  by  lord  Howe  and  his  brother 
ntT|J^  on  the  capture  of  New  York,  propofed  that  in  con- 
H«^f  p'o-  formity  to  its  promifes,  the  houfe  fhould  refolve  it- 
felf  intp  a  committee  for  revifing  the  a£ts  by  which 
the  Americans  thought  themfelves  aggrieved.   Mi- 
nifters replied,  that  the  proffered  redrefs  of  griev- 
ances was  intended  only  for  thofe  who  fhould  re- 
turn to  their  duty.      A  difavowal  of  independence 
and  an  acknowledgment  of  Britifh  fupremacy  were 
requifite,  on  the  part  of  the  colonies,  before  any 
conciliatory  meafures  could  be  adopted  by  Britain. 
The  proclamation  was  perfeclly  conformable  to  the 
general  fpirit  of  all  our  proceedings  ;  fanftioned  by 
great  majorities  in  parliament,  it  alTured  proteftion 
and  the  maintenance  of  their  conftitutional  rights  to 
thofe  who  fhould  return  to  their  duty,  but  vindi- 
cated the  authority  and  dignity  of  this  country. 
To  revile  and  repeal  laws  with  a  view  to  redrefs 
the  grievances  of  a  people,  who,  denying  the  au- 
thority of  fuch  laws,  could  not  be  aggrieved  by 

their 
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their  exiftence,  would  be  grofsly  abfurd  and  nuga- 
tory.    If  they  perfifted  in  their  renunciation  of  de- 
pendence, there  was  no  doubt,  from  our  force  and      '^'*' 
our  recent  fucceifes,  that  we  could  foon  reduce 
them  to  fubmiffion.    Although  the  minifterial  argu- 
ment, that  it  was  abfurd  to  debate  upon  the  degree 
of  authority  to  be  exercifed  over  men  who  denied 
the  afferted  right  of  exercifmg  any,  was  fair ;  yet 
their  (affertion,  that  this  proclamation  offered  no 
more  than  preceding  ads  of  the  legiflature  and  ex- 
ecutive  government,  was  not  equally  juft  ;    before, 
they  had  promifed  amnefty  to  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion ;  in  this  paper  they  had  propbfed  a  condition,  in 
compliance  with  which  a  revifion  of  obnoxious  laws 
and  a  redrefs  of  grievances  were  proffered.     In  the 
courfe  of  the  debite,  minifters,  though  they  agreed 
in  oppofmg  the  motion,  took  different  grounds* 
Lord  North  dwelt  chiefly  on  conciliation,  which  he 
appeared  to  think  the  commiilioners  might  effec- 
tuate :   Lord  George  Germaine,  and  other  fpeakers, 
trufted  chiefly  to  compulfion,  as  the  only  means  of 
driving  out  of  them  their  fpirit  of  independence. 
Oppofition  did  not  fail  to  obferve  and  mention 
their  diverfity,  which,  indeed,  had  very  frequently 
been  dificovered ;  but  that  body  itfelf,  without  har- 
mony and  fyftem,  notwithflanding  the  great  abili- 
ties of  feveral  members,    and  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  fome,  did  not  fo  effeftually  counterad 
the  fchemes  of  minifters,  as  it  might  have  done  by 
unanimity  and  concert.     In  debating  this  queftion, 
the  fpeeches  of  oppofition  rather  indicated  than 
(hewed  the  difference  of  opinion  concerning  Ame-. 
rican  indep^dence,  which  afterwards  became  ma- 

nifeft. 
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c  w  A  P.  mfefty    and    even    (iroduced    a    political   fcliiftii 
%m^r^-m^  among  the  opponents  of  the  North  ^dnuniftration^ 
■^*      Mr.  Bnrkeand  the  Rockingham  party  early  inti- 
mated a  wifli  to  treat  tx'ith  America  without  quef- 
tjoning  her  independence :     Mr.  Yo^  had  joined 
oppofition  through  no  paity  conneftion,  but  chiefly 
aiibciated  xvith  Mf*  Burke  and  his  political  friends, 
and  adopted  many  of  their  principles  and  doftrines ; 
be  agreed  to  this  opinion,  avowed  it  with  his  ufual 
cpennefs,  and  fupported  it  with  his  ufual  fdrce. 
Mr.  Dunning,  colonel  Barre,  lords  Camden,  Shel- 
bume^  and  Temple,  and  others  conneded  with  the 
earl  of  Chatham,  wiihed  to  treat  with  America,  but 
to  maintain  the  fupremacy  of  Britain* 
sccriRm  of       After  the  rejeftion  of  this  motion,  many  of  the 
minority,   cfpeclally    of   the  Rockingham  party, 
withdrew  from  the  hotifc  when  any  queftion  re- 
fpe6ling  America  was  difcuffcd ;  they  attended  on 
ordinary  bufincfSj  but  when  that  was  difpatched, 
retired.     They  faid,  they  were  wearied  with  oppof- 
ing  reafon  and  argument  to  power  and  numbers 
without  any  effeft.     This  feceffion  was  by  no  means 
approved  by  oppofition  in  general,    many  even 
loudly  blamed  fuch  proceedings.     A  member  of 
pai'iiament,  they  afferted,  confident  with  his  duty, 
cannot  ^^ithdraw    himfelf  from  the  bufinefs    of 
parliament,  merely  from  an  opinion  that  he  will 
be  outvoted,  and  ought  not  thence  to  infer  that  his 
attendance  hiuft  be  ufelefs ;  though  by  vigilance  they 
did  not  procure  a  majority,  they  were  not  without 
effeft,  as  by  difcovering  and  expofing  the  abfurdity 
.and  mifchievous  tendency  of  meafure^,  they  could 
often  modify,  if  they  did  not  prevent,  pernicious 
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laws  and  counfels.    Some  acknowledjred,  that  the  c  h  a  p. 

XVIII 

whole  body  of  the  minority  might  fecede  jointly,  ^..^^-w 
but  that  mepibers  ought  not  to  abfent  themfelves  '77^ 
feparately;  and  in  fupport  of  this  opinion  they 
rather  quoted  precedents  than  adduced  af'guments. 
hi  1738,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  whole  oppofition  to  fir 
Robert  Walpole,  had,  on  the  ratification  of  the 
Spanifh  convention,  abfented  themfelves  from  par- 
liament. The  defenders  of  individual  feceffion 
contended,  that,  in  cafes  of  imminent  danger  to  the 
conftitution,  fuch  condufl:  might  operate  as  a  call 
to  the  nation,  and  awaken  the  people  to  a  real 
fenfe  of  their  condition  :  its  affailants  infifted,  that 
whoever  was  fit  for  being  an  ufeful  member  of 
parliament,  muft  derive  his  utility  not  from  inadion, 
but  from  effort;  that  by  his  prefence  he  might 
leffen  the  evil  of  hurtful  propofitions,  though  he 
could  not  amend  them  by  his  abfence.  They  ap- 
pealed to  experience  to  prove  the  beneficial  amend- 
ments which  minifterial  motions  often  underwent 
from  the  ftridiures  of  oppofition,  fo  as  to  be  ren- 
dered more  innocent  before  they  paffed  into  laws. 

After  the  propofed  revifion  of  obnoxious  aSs, 
no  political  quefUon  of  material  magnitude  engaged 
the  attention  pf  parliament  until  the  expiration  of 
the  Chriftmas  recefs.     In  the  beginning  of  Febru-      1777: 
ary,  a  bill  was  introduced  by  lord  North,  for  grant- 
ing  letters  of  marque  and  reprifals  againft  Ameri-  ^^^*  °^ 
can  {hips,  which  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons  with-  repriiai  bui. 
out  oppofition  J   in  the  houfe  of  lords  it  underwent 
the  fmall  alteration  of  inferting  the  word  permij/ion^ 
inftead  of  marque^  the  latter  being  fuppofed  appli- 
cable only  to  foreign  eneraieSt    . 

Another 
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CHAP.  Another  Wll  propofed  foon  after  by  the  imnifter, 
v.^,-^»  excited  fevere  animadverfioii  in  parliament,  and 
'777-  great  alarm  among  the  people :  this  was  a  law  to 
Binrorietj.  enable  his  majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  perfons 
M  mI&^s.  fiJP^^^^  ^^  treafon,  committed  cither  in  America 
or  on  the  high  fcas,  or  accufed  of  ph^acy.  By  the 
bill,  perfons  fo  charged  or  fufpedked  were  liable  to 
be  imprifoned  in  a  common  gaol,  or  any  other  place 
of  confinement  within  his  majefty's  dominions, 
there  to  remain  without  either  bail,  or  the  privilege 
of  demanding  a  trial  to  afcertain  the  charges.  The 
law  was  to  comprehend  crimes  fuppofed  to  be  ge- 
nerated in  thefe  realms,  though  committed  abroad, 
and  the  penalties  were  to  extend  to  all  at  home,  by 
whom  they  fhould  be  fufpefted  to  be  fuggefted  or 
encouraged.  The  law  was  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  year ;  and  thus  any  man  aflerted  to  be  fufpefled 
of  thefe  crimes  might,  at  the  pleafure  of  minifters, 
be  detained  in  prifon  at  home,  or  even  fent  to  our 
foreign  fettlements ;  deprived  of  his  liberty,  or 
doomed  to  banifliment,  without  any  inveftigation  of 
his  cafe.  Every  Britifh  fubjefl:  might  be  alleged  to 
be  an  objeft  of  fufpicion ;  his  liberty  therefore, 
the  enjoyment  of  his  friends  and  native  country, 
the  cxercife  of  his  talents,  induftry,  and  (kill,  might 
depend  upon  the  perraifSon  of  adminiftration.  Mr. 
Dunning  firft  difcovered  and  expofed  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  this  propofirion :  it  might,  he  proved, 
operate  not  6nly  as  a  fiifpenfion  of  the  habeas  cor- 
fusy  but  as  a  temporary  hanifhment  to  perfons 
againft  whom  there  was  no  evidence  of  criminal 
conduft.  It  was  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  laws  and 
a  free  conilitution,  founded  in  arbitrary  principles, 

and 
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and  fitted    to    produce  tyrannical  confequences :  c  h  a  p. 
thefe  pofitions  he  eftabliihed  by  a  recital  of  its  va-  -...^,^<-l/ 
nous  provifipns,  and  an  enumeratkm  of  it3  obvious      *^^^'- 
effefts.     The  ftrongeft  objeftioas  being  already  ad* 
duced)  Mr,  Fox  followed  the  probable  operation  of 
the  law  through  a  great  variety  of  cafes,  and  by 
his  luminous  eloquence  illuftrated  its  injuftice  and 
impolicy*     Recurring  to  its  principle,  he  inferred  it 
to  be  an  index  of  a  general  defign  long  formed 
for  changing  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  and 
executed    as    opportunities   ferved,    circumftances 
fuited,  and    power  inereafed.     To  fupport  their 
motion,  minifters  employed  the  ufual  topics ;  in 
dangerous  fituations  it  is  neceffary  to  ftrengthen 
the  hands  of  government,  and  impoffible  to. carry 
on  public  bufinefs  without  delegating  power  to  the 
crown,  which  would  be  improper  in  fcafons  of  tran* 
quillity.      The  apprehenfions  from  the  operation 
implied  a  want  of  that  confidence  in  minifters, 
without  which  they  could  not  perform  their  ofScial 
duties ;  fhould  the  authority  entrufted  to  the  exe- 
cutive government  for  a  fpecific  and  indifpenfable 
purpofe  be  abufed,  the  means  of  redrefs  were  eafy ; 
parliament  could  not  only  withhold  future  reliance, 
but  profecute  paft  malverfation.     To  thefe  common 
arguments,  the  luminaries  of  the  law  and  eloquence 
urged  their  objeftions   with  a  force  which  lord 
North  faw  it  was  in  vain  to  cotnbat ;  he  was  more- 
over informed  that  great  fears  were  entertained  by 
the  people  from  the  prapofed  law :   to  fatisfy  all 
parties,  his  chamaeriftic  dexterity  gave  fuch  an  ex- 
planation of  his  purpofes,  as  permitted  a  Vfiry  ma- 
terial change  in  the  bill.    Perceiving  the  miniftcr 
Vqj^.  II.  D  d  begin 
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CHAP,  begin  to  r^lax,  Mr.  Dunning  offered  two  amend- 

^ ^i_r  ments ;  the  one  drcumfcribing  the  objects,  the  other 

'777.  the  penalties  of  the  law.  After  a  long  difcuflion,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  bill  fliould  extend  to  none  who 
were  not  out  of  the  kingdom  when  the  offences 
were  committed,  and  that  the  confinement  fhould 
be  in  no  part  of  his  majefly's  dominions  but  within 
this  realm.  Lord  North,  in  admitting  thefe 
changes,  declared  that  the  prefent  flate  of  the  bill 
corresponded  with  his  principles  and  objeds ;  and 
that  he  was  forry  if  any  ambiguity  of  expreilion 
excited  a  different  opinion  :  he  hoped  the  prefent 
corredion  would  fatisfy  gentlemen  in  oppofition, 
and  that  the  law  would  meet  univerfal  approbation. 
While  the  minifter  thus  ftrove  to  pleafe  both  par- 
ties, he,  as  is  ufualiy  the  cafe,  fatisfied  neither ; 
oppolitipn  thought  he  conceded  too  little,  many  of 
the  minifterial  party* that  he  conceded  too  much ;  and 
that  to  render  the  bill  agreeable  to  his  political  ad- 
verfaries,  he  deviated  from  the  intent  with  which 
it  was  defigned  by  his^  co-adjutors.  Lord  North, 
indeed,  often  rendered  it  evident,  that  on  very  im- 
portant queftions  he  either  did  not  originally  agree 
with  fome  of  his  own  colleagues,  or  that,  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  difcuflion,  he  fluftuated  between  contrary 
opinions.  His  education  had  rendered  him  a  tory ;  his 
fituation  and  many  concurrent  circumflances  made 
him  the  official  promoter  of  coercion,  but  his  temper 
and  difpofition  inclined  him  to  mildnefs  and  conci- 
liation. If  any  of  his  meafures  were  imperious  or 
arbitrary,  their  feverity  and  harflmefs  arofe,  not 
from  a  mind  dictatorial  and,  tyrannical,  but  too 
yielding  and  indulgent,  and  which^  from  excefBve 

pliancy. 
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pliancy,  too  often  gave  way  to  underftandings  far  c.h  a  p. 
inferior  to  his  own.      The  bill,   with  the  altera-  .^ 


tions,  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons ;    and  being      '>7> 
carried  to  the  peers,  occafioned  neither  debate  nor  ^)^,j^*^^^* 
amendment.      The  peers   of  oppofition  abfented 
themfelves  fo  generally,  that  the  only  protefting  op* 
ponent  was  lord  Abingdon# 

The  attention  of  the  nation  for  feveral  years  had 
been  almoft  folely  engroffed  by  the  American  con-r 
teft;  but  a  tranfaSion  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel 
now  attrafted  the  regard  of  the  public  to  the 
£aft  Indies* 

At  the  treaty  of  Paris,  France  had  been  obliged  The  tranc 
to  admit  Sallabat  Sing  as  lawful  foubah  of  the  De-  'urnedThc^ 
can  :  Mahomed  Ali  Cawn,  as  lawful  nabob  of  the  P"^i'c«"en. 

'      ,  '  tivwi  to  the 

Carnatic,  or  or  Arcot.     This  prince  had  ever  fince  ^ff^*"  ©^ 
cultivated  a  very  clofe  intercourfe  with  the  civil  and  The  nabob 
military  powers  of  the  Englifh  prefidency  at  Ma-  °^'^'*®^- 
dras,  and  refided  in  the  fortrefs.     He  difplayed  vi- 
gorous   ability,    enterprize,    and    ambition;    and 
formed  a  confiderable  army,  which  he  difciplined 
by  Britifti  officers.     His  expenfive  eftablifliment, 
and  mu^ficent  gifts  to  the  company's  fervants, 
had  greatly  exhaufted  his  treafures ;  but  his  dbna«    ' 
tions  and  charafter  acquired  an  influence  in  the 
council,  through  which,  with  the  affiftance  of  his 
forces,  he  did  not  doubt  that  he  would  foon  fupply 
the  deficiencies.     Accordingly  a  joint  projefl:  was 
concerted  by  the  nabob  and  his  friends  of  the  Bri* 
tifli  prefidency ;  this  was  an  expedition  to  Tanjore. 
Fuligee,  rajah  of  Tanjore,  was  a  Gentoo  prince,  near 
Cape  Comorin,  whofe  anceftors  had  never  been  con- 
D  d  2  quered 
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CHAP.   Auered  by  the  Mahomedan  invaders  of  ICndoftan : 

Will 

^^^^^-jj  they  were,  however,  obliged  to  pay  a  tribute.  He 
'777.  himfelf  had  been  for  many  years,  and  then  was,  in  al- 
liance with  both  the  Englifli  aiul  the  nabob,  and  held 
his  dominions  mider  their  jomt  guarantee.  When 
the  Mogul  granted  to  the  Engliih  fuch  extenfive 
powers,  and  they  formed  fuch  arrangements  as 
would  render  them  moft  profitable,  it  was  refolved 
that  Mahomed  Ali  Cawn  fhould  be  appointed  to 
colled  a  revenue  due  to  his  fuperior,  and  that  a 
confiderable  fum  ihotsld  be  allowed  to  himfelf  for 
agency.  After  this  nomination,  a  great  variety  of 
pecuniary  tranfa^ons  took  place  between  Ma- 
homed and  the  king  of  Tanjore.  The  nabob  ap- 
plied to  Fuligee  for  the  revenue  that  was  due  ;  the 
rajah  alleged  that  he  had  a  right  to  dedu£fc  fums 
owing  to  him  by  the  other,  on  the  balance  of  their 
private  accounts,  llic  nabob  infifted  on  the  im- 
mediate  payment  of  the  whole  revenue,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  refer  their  own  concerns  to  fubfequent 
-  confideradon.  Fuligee  repeated  his  propofals  for 
the  deduction,  and  pleaded  his  inabilitv  by  any 
other  means  to  pay  the  demand.  The  nabob  ap- 
plied to  the  government  at  Madras,  and  engaged 
the '  prefidency  to  fupport  him,  by  invading  Tan- 
jore  with  the  company*8  forces.  The^event  of  this 
convention  was,  that  the  rajah  was  defpoiled  of 
his  riches,  and  his  fubjeds  were  plundered  *.  The 
proceeds  of  this  incurfion  amounted  to  about  five 
millions  fterling ;  and  the  chief  part  of  the  booty 
was  divided  among  the  company's  fervants.   When 

♦  Annual  Regifter,  17771  p. 94— lie. 

the 
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the  news  of  this  ^xpedxdon  reached  Eag^and,  the  chap. 
£aft  India  dire&ors  manifefted  great  difpleature  w.^^^-^m^ 
againft  the  plunderers  of  Tanjore,  and  c<»icertei      '7^7- 
meafures  for  making  all  poi&ble  reftitution  to  the 
injured  rajah.    For  that  purpofe,  they  fcnt  out  u  }^^  ««*>* 
governor  to  Madras,  lord  Pigot,  fo  highly  refpe&ed  India, 
for  his  able  and  effeftual  defence  of  it  fevemeen 
years  before  againft  the  French  ;  to  him  the  com* 
pany  were  indebted  for  preferving  its  pofleflions  in 
that    part  of  India.     His  civil  government  was 
no   lefs   diftinguiihed  than  his  military  exploits, 
and  his  private  charafter  procured  him  extenfive 
efteem.     The  Englifli  prefidency,  meanwhile,  pre- 
pared to  guard  againft  the  confequences  of  their 
late  a&s ;  and  the  nabob  was  ftill  more  anxioufly 
making  provifions  for  not  only  retaining  what  he 
had  already  acquired,  but  for  fecuring,  through  his 
friends  at  Madras,  the  perpetual  pofleilion  of  the 
kingdom  of  Tanjore.     Lord  Pigot  arrived  in  the 
latter  end  of  1775,  and  was  violently  oppofed  by 
the  majority  of  the  council  and  the  commander  in 
chief,  in  executing  the  propofed  plans  of  reform. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  obftacles,  he  fucceeded  fp 
£ar  as  to  rqftore  the  king  of  Tanjore  to  bis  andent 
and  hereditary  dominions.    This  zQ,  of  juftice  en^ 
raged  the  nabob,  who,  with  his  fon,  an  impetuous 
and  daring  youth,  joined  the  moil  avowodly  violent 
of  their  friends  in  the  prefidency.    Lord  Pigot 
thought  it  of  the  higheft  moment  to  fold  2,  proper 
officer  to  reftore  the  king  of  Tanjore }  but  the  ipa* 
jority  q£  Ac  council  oppofed  the  appointment  of  ^ 
i^e  perfou  whom'  he  nominated  ior  that  purpofe, 
Pd3  iMi4  . 
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^xvtu^'  ^^  contended  that  their  board  had  a  right  to  aA, 
'—•/-w  notwithftanding  the  diflent  of  the  governor.     Pigot 
Crtil^IrVcy     contended,  that  the  governor  was  a  part  in  every 
u^ina  him,  legal  and  orderly  aft  of  government.     His  lordfbip 
findings  as  he  affirmed,  that  the  fole  principle  of  the 
xrouncil  was  to  traverfe  all  his  endeavours  to  carry 
the  orders  of  the  company  into  execution,  embraced 
^  very  ftrong  meafqrc ;  having  put  the  queftion,  he, 
by  his  own  caftiag  vote,  fufpended  two  of  the  couH- 
cil ;  ^nd^  by  his  fupreme  authority,  put  the  -com- 
jnander  in  chief  under  arreft.     Enrage4  at  thefe 
proceedings,  the  fecluded  members,  together  with 
the  nabob  and  his  fon,  formed  a  plot  for  fecuring 
^he  perfon  of  the  prefident,  and  effe£i:ing  a  revo- 
lution in  the  government,  which  fliould  place  the 
«xfcu*ed  ^y    power  entirely  in  their  own  hands.     By  the  con- 
stuwt.         finement  of  fir   Robert  Fletcher,  cobnel  Stuart 
Succeeded  to  the  immediate  command  of  the  forces. 
•This  gentleman  was  extremely  intimate  with  the 
governor,  to  whom  he  appeared  warmly  attached ; 
neverthelefs,  he  was  clofely  conneded  with  the  fuf- 
pended members  and  their  adherents.     Becoming 
an  accomplice  in  their  confpiracy,  he,  by  his  mili- 
:tary  power  and  perlbnal  ability,  was  a  formidable 
acceffion  to  their  party.     Stuart  was    aware  that 
violence  offered  to  the  governor's  perfon  by  the 
-troops  within  the  precinfts  of  the  fortretfs,  would  in- 
.volve  the  aftors  in  the  capital  penalties  of  the  mu- 
tiny laws ;  but  by  means  of  his  profefled  friendfliip, 
he  was  able  to  invent  a  ftratagem  for  feizing  the 
perfon  of  the  governor,  without  incurring  the  legal 
piininality.     Qn  the  24th  of  Auguft  1776;,  colo- 
.  ":  '  •    .      N  nel 


'  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  HI. 

nel  Stuart  fpent  the  day  at  the  houfe  of  lord  Pi- 
got*,  and  was  entertained  with  all  the  cordiality  that 
a  hoft  could  exert  to  a  vifitant  whom  he  thought 
his  fincere  and  afFedionate  friend.  The  gueft, 
complaining  of  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fortrds, 
and  obfer^'ing  his  entertainer  alfo  affeded  by  it, 
advifed  him  to  fpend  the  night  at  a  villa  belonging 
to  the  governor,  and,  as  an  inducement,  offered 
to  accompany  him  in  the  excurfion.  The  governor 
being  perfiiaded,  they  fet  out  together  :  when  they 
were  beyond  the  precinfts  of  the  fort,  his  lord- 
fhip,  according  to  the  concert  of  his  gueft  and  pro- 
feffed  friend  with  his  avowed  enemies,  was  met  by 

•  an  officer  and  a  party  of  Tepoys,  ruddy  and  violently 

•  dragged  out  of  the  chaife,  carried  prifoner  to  the 
Mount,  and  ftrongly  guarded.  Public  orders, 
figned  by  the  principal  confpirators,  were  iffued,  by 
which  immediate  death  was  denounced  on  all  who. 
fhould  attempt  his  refcue.  The  confpirators  and 
their  friends,  under  a  courfe  of  legal  forms,  af- 

•  fumed  the  whole  power  of  government.  Repre- 
fentations  of  thefe  tranfadtions  were  immediately 
tranfmitted  by  the  different  parties  to  Europe ;  and 
the  nabob,  who  had  taken  fo  adive  a  fhare  in  the 
difturbances,  fent  a  gentleman  as  his  agent  both 
to  the  company  and  minifters.  A  court  of  pro- 
prietors having  confidered  the  bufmefs,  recom^ 
mended  to  the  directors  to  re-inftate  lord  Pigot, 
and  punifli  thofe  who  had  difpoffeffed  him  of  his 
power.    The  direftors  were  not  fo  decided  in  their 
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♦  Annual  Rcgifter,  1777,  p.  252—255  ;  and  in  detail  in  the 
evidence  before  the  company. 
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opinion  as  their  confUtiicnts :  they  voted  indeed 
for  the  reftoradcm  of  lord  Pigot,  and  the  fufpenfion 
»777-  of  the  confpirators  from  their  offices;  but  they 
alfo  refolved,  that  his  lordfhip's  condu£fc  had  been 
reprdienfible  in  feveral  inftances.  When  they  re- 
confidered  the  bufinefs,  it  was  evident  that  their 
opinions  were  much  farther  diftant  fromthofe  of  the 
proprietors,  than  at  firft.  The  agents  of  the  ruling 
party  at  Madras,  and  the  commiflioners  from  the 
nabob,  had  by  this  time  pre0ed  their  arguments 
and  flatements  with  a  force  and  effect  which  weak- 
ened the  profeiSons  that  had  produced  the  late  re- 
folutions.  Government  alfo  had  liftened  with  fuch 
attention  to  the  accounts  of  the  prevailing  party,  as 
to  have  become  manifeftly  favourable  to  the  op- 
pofers  of  lord  Pigot.  On  the  9th  of  May,  the 
queftion  being  again  difcuffcd  in  the  India*houfe*,it 
was  determined  that  the  governor  fhould  be  reftored, 
but  that  he  and  the  council  of  Madras  fhould  be 
ordered  home,  and  their  refpedUve  conduct  un- 
in  pariia-  dcrgo  a  legal  fcrutiny.  From  this  determination  go- 
«cot.  vernor  Johnftone  appealed  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 

and  moved  for  refolutions  expreflii:^  flrong  appro- 
bation of  the  conduS  of  lord  Pigot,  condemning 
the  proceedings  of  his  opponents,  and  annulling  the 
The  fcce.  refolution^  The  feceders  were  now  returned  to  the 
frttirho^c,  houfe,  and,  with  the  reft  of  the  party,  fupported  the 
motion  of  governpr  Johnftone,  The  adherents  of  mi- 
niftry  cenfured  the  copduft  of  lord  Pigot,  as  well  as 
bis  opponents,  and  contended,  that  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  It  was  right  and  ecjuit^blp  to  bring  both  par- 

*  Sec  proceedings  of  the  India-houfc  refpc fting  lord  Pigot. 

ties 


REIGN   OF  GEORGE  IH.  4op 

ties  to  England,  where  only  a  juft  and  impartial  in-  c  h^a  p. 
quiry  into  their  condudt  could  be  carried  into  exe-   i— v-  ' 
cution.     By  the  reftoration  of  lord  Pigot,  the  dig-      *777 
nity  of  government  would  be  fupported  and  efta- 
blifhed  ;  but  he  had  abufed  his  trufl,  and  violated 
the  conftitution  of  the  company,  therefore  his  re- 
moval was  equally  jufl  and  neceffary.     Oppofition 
juftilled  the  condud:  of  the  governor,  and  infifted 
that  the  proceedings  toward  him  amounted  to  an 
infurredion  againft  cftablifhcd  government.     Mr. 
Burke  difplayed  the  airocity  of  inferior  fervants  to- 
ward a  fuperior,  who  was  promoting  the  honour 
and  interefts  of  their  mutual  mafter  *,  and  entered 
very  deeply  into  the  conduft  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot, 
and  the  corrupt  and  dangerous  influence  acquired  not 
only  at  Madras  |but  in  this  country  by  that  ambi« 
tious  prince.   The  Britiih  government  had  efpoufed 
his  x:aufe,  and  that  of  his  fadious  adherents  :  ad- 
miniftration,  by  becoming  the  tools   of  this  na- 
bob, and  countenancing  fchemes  deftru£tive  to  the 
interefts  of  the  company,  had  rendered  it  abfolutely 
neceJflStry  for  parliament  to  interfere  for  the  fccurity 
and  prefervation   of  India.      Thefe  arguments  had 
confiderable  weight,  and  the  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  only  twenty-three,   being  much 
fmaller  than  thofe  which  ufually  voted  forminifters. 
As  governor  Johnftone*s  appeal  was  rejefted,  the 
refclutions  of  the  India-houfe  niet  with  no  further 
animadveriion  from  parliament :  an  order  was  fent 
out  for  recalling  lord  Pigot,  as  well  as  the  members 
of  the  council. 

On   the   30th  of  May,  the  earl  of    Chatham 
wade  one  effort  to  refcue  his  country  from  the  mife- 

ries 
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ries  of  war.  This  flluftrious  ftatefman  difregardcd 
the  difappointment  of  his  former  attempts,  and  was 
more  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the  event  in  his  repro- 
bation of  hoftilities  deftru6Hve  to  the  parties :  en- 
feebled by  age,  borne  down  by  diftemper,  and 
fupported  by  crutches,  with  a  body  fit  only  for  the 
bed  of  ficknefs,  but  a  mind  qualified  to  reftore  the 
nation  from  ficknefs  to  health  if  it  would  follow 
his  prefcription,  the  venerable  patriot  came  forward 
to  pTopofe  the  falvation  of  the  ftate  by  a  change 
of  counfels  and  of  conduQ:.  He  moved  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne,  reprefenting  that  they  were  deeply 
penetrated  by  the  misfortunes  which  impended  over 
the  kingdom  from  the  continuation  of  an  unnatural 
war.  He  recommended  an  immediate  ceffation  of 
hoftilities,  and  a  removal  of  accumulated  grievances, 
as  the  only  means  of  regaining  the  affeOions  of  our 
brethren,  and  fecuring  to  Great  Britain  the  com- 
mercial and  political  advantages  of  thofe  valuable 
poffeflions.  In  explaining  his  general  objeft^  he  un- 
avoidably repeated  fl:atements  formerly  made,  and 
arguments  frequently  advanced,  both  by  himfelf 
and  other  ftatefmen.  But  he  exhibited  more  fully 
and  circumftantially  than  at  any  preceding  period, 
the  danger  to  which  our  difcord  and  fituation  ex- 
pofed  us  from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  This  part  of 
his  fpeech  was  a  forcible,  eloquent,  and  impreiSve 
comment  on  his  own  text,  delivered  at  a  much  ear- 
lier ftage  of  the  conteft — France    and    Spain 

ARE  WATCHING  THE  MATURITY  OF  YOUR  ER- 
RORS. It  fliewed  with  what  penetrating  fagacity 
^nd  enlarged  comprehenfion  a  mind  of  which 
**  age  had  neither  dimmed  the  perfpicacity  ner  nar- 
rowed 
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liarrowed  the  range  */*  darted  into  the  fecret  conm  chap. 
fels  of  our  rivals,  developed  the  proofs  of  their  de»  ^-"i;_f 
figns,  and  unfolded  the  feries  of  their  policy.  Mi-  »77^- 
nifters,  he  faid,  as  they  had  blundered  from  the 
beginning,  are  led  into  a  fetal  error  refpefting  our 
inveterate  enemies,  the  French  ;  they  imagine  no- 
thing is  to  be  dreaded  from  France,  becaufe  flie 
has  not  direftly  interfered  in  fevour  of  America. 
Would  they  have  France  incur  the  expence  and  ha- 
zard of  a  war,  when  Britain  is  doing  all  for  her 
that  (he  can  poffibly  wifli  or  defire  f  ?  She  has  been 
fedulous  to  give  jiifl  that  degree  of  countenance 
and  protedion,  which  has  hitherto  ferved  to  keep 
the  civil  war  alive,  fo  as  to  baffle  your  defigns,  or 
to  wafle  your  ftrength.  The  energetic  orator  de- 
fcribed  in  the  trued  light,  as  well  as  the  mofl 
glowing  colours,  the  evils  that  had  arifen,  were 
proceeding,  and  muft  farther  iffue,  from  the  mini- 
fterial  fyftem.  Neverthelefs  his  reafoning  and  elo-  "  te]ta^, 
quence  were  again  unavailing,  his  pacificatory 
motions  were  rejeded,  and  wifdom  cried,  but  flie 
was  not  regarded. 

The  fupplies  for  the  current  year  were  very  great :  SuppVicp, 
they  confifted  of  about  forty-five  thoufand  feamen, 
and  about  fixty  thoufand  land  forces,  including  all 
in  the  Britifh  pay  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
fums  required  for  the  three  great  departments  of 
annual  provifion,  the  navy,  army,  and  ordnance, 
were  granted  without  a  divifion.  The  demands  of 
the  year  rendering  a  loan  neceflary,  five  millions 
were  voted  ;  the  new  taxes  for  paying  the  intereft 

*  See  Mackintofh^s  Vindiciae  Gallic?c, 

f  See  Parliamentary  Reports,  3d   May,  1777. 

were. 
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c  H  A  p«  vare^  a  duty  upon  male  fervants  not  employed  in 
-,r-^-._-  agriculture,  manufadures,  or  commerce ;  on  auc- 
•777*      tioneerSy  and  on  goods  fold  by  audion ;   and  addi- 
tional in^fts  on  glafs  and  ftamps.    Thefe  being  all 
taxes  which  could  not  be  charged  with  a£Feding  the 
nece&ries  of  life,  or  extending  greatly  to  the  pooorer 
daflfes^  were  deemed  nnobjedionable  as  meafures 
Sfnaunt     of  finance.    On  infpe£Ung  the  accounts  of  ezpen- 
Nortb*t       diture  during  the  preceding  year,  oppofidon  con- 
tuh  wi-     tended   that  they  were  perplexed,   obfcure,   and 
w^on.      nearly  unintelligible.     Befide  this  intricacy,  which 
they  imputed  to  them  generally,  there  were  in  va- 
rious inftances    great  fums    ftated  in    the   grofs 
amount,  without  any  fpecification  of  items.    This 
objection  was  urged  with  peculiar  fererity  againfl 
the  charges  for  contrads ;  the  agreement  for  fup- 
plying  the  army  and  fleet  in  America  with  rum,  af- 
forded an  ample  field  for  animadvqriion :  four  (hil- 
lings per  gallon  had  been  allowed,  when  three  was 
the  market  price ;  and  the  contrador  was  in  one  ac- 
count credited  with  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds  for 
rum,  without  any  flatement  of  the  quantity,  qua- 
lity, or  price  of  the  goods  delivered :     the  fame 
perfon  had  alfo  the  benefit  of  a  very  obje&ionable 
contrad  with  government  for  fumiihing  horfes.    In 
difcufling  thefe   bargains,    lord  North's    dealings 
with  contradors,  whicfi  afterwards  conftituted  fo 
capital  a  fubjed  of  reprehenfion,  were  for  the.firft 
time  fcrutinized  and  cenfured ;  and  it  was  ftrongly 
contended,  that  in  the  department  of  his  bufinefs 
which  refpe£led  national  grants,  the  minifter  was 
far  from  being  a  frugal  Jieward  of  the  public  money* 
]But  the  animadverfions  on  this  profufion  were  by 
8  no 
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no  means  confined  to  oeconomical  confiderations,  ^^j^,^* 
they  alfo  extended  to  political.  Oppofition  charged  ^^--v^— > 
the  minifter  not  only  with  wafte,  but  corrup-  *^^^- 
tion :  feveral  contrafliors  had  feats  in  parlia- 
ment ;  national  treafure,  it  was  obferved,  wa6  fquan- 
dered  in  iniquitous  contracts,  and  the  contrafllor 
was,  by  the  rfoney  of  his  conftituents,  bribed^  to 
betray  their  interefts,  which  he  had  been  chofen  to 
protefl:.  Bad  and  unwholcfome  provifions  were 
allowed  to  be  fent  by  perfons  receiving  a  price 
much  beyond  the  market  value  of  provifions  that 
were  really  good  and  wholefome  :  fuch  deleterious 
fare  fpread  diftemper  through  the  troops,  and  car- 
ried off  many  more  than  ad:ual  fervice.  The  mu 
nifter  endeavoured  to  defend  himfelf  from  thefe 
charges ;  but  his  arguments,  though  plaufible  and 
dexteroufly  urged,  were  by  no  means  cogent  and 
convincing. 

The  payment  of  an  unexpefted  demand  to  the  Uneipearf 
landgrave  ofHeffe  Caflel,  for  a  debt  alleged  by  StL 
him  to  have  been  due  for  levy-money  ever  fince  Hefff  orf^ 
1755,  was  feverely  cenfured.     The  minifter  con-  f«*- 
tended  that  the  claim  was  feir,  ^though  from  the 
diftance  of  time  not  expefted.     The  Heilian  prince 
was  hi  juftice  entitled  to  the  amount,  though  there 
had  been  no  late  treaty ;  and  while  we  were  now 
deriwi^  fuch  benefit  from  his  troops,  policy  requir- 
-cd  us  to  keep  on  the  beft  terms  with  him,  by  fatis- 
fying  his  juft  demands. 

After  the  pecuniary  bufinefs  had  been  thought  Debt  m^, 
to  be  entirely  at  an  end,  and  the  feiffion  was  draw*   aft/"* 
ing  near  to  a  clofe,  a  meffage  was  delivered  from 
his  majefty,   informing  the  houfe  that  a  debt  of 

618,000  A 
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CHAP.    6i  8,000 /•  had  been  incurred  by  the  civil  lift.  The 

xviii.  ^ 

^..-^v--^   minifter  moved,  that  the  requifite  fum  fliould  be 

'77;.  granted  for  difcharging  the  amount ;  and  that  a 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  (hould  be  added  annually 
to  the  eight  hundred  thoufand.  This  motion  was 
ftrongly  oppofed  :  the  incumbrance,  it  was  alleged, 
was  owing  entirely  to  the  profufioa  of  miniflers, 
and  had  been  contraded  for  the  fake  of  carrying  on 
.  and  fupporting  a  fyftem  of  corruption.  The  ac- 
counts were,  as  ufual  with  that  minifter,  intention- 
ally intricate,  obfcure,  and  general :  no  lefs  than 
^294,000  /.  was  placed  to  the  account  of  fecret  fer- 
vice  money ;  and  vaft  fums  were  charged  for  foreign 
ambaffadors  and  for  the  board  of  works,  without 
any  particularization.  It  was  inconfiftent  with  the 
duty  of  the  commons  to  their  conftituents,  to  vote 
away  the  national  money,  without  any  evidence 
of  value  received ;  the  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  was  fufficient  for  anfwering  the  various  ap- 
propriations, and  fupporting  the  regal  dignity  and 
fplendor.  The  defired  addition  was  peculiarly  un- 
feafonable  at  the  prefent  time,  when  the  nation  was 
groaning  under  their  accumulated  burdens  to  pro- 
*  mote  the  ruinous  projefts  of  miniftry,  and  -to  eni 
courage  their  extravagance  and  corruption.  Mini- 
fters  argued,  that  the  prefent  debt,  and  the  neceflity 
of  an  addition  to  the  income  of  the  civil  lift,  arofe 
from  the  fame  caufe,  the  diminiflied  value  of  money ; 
befides,  the  royal  family  had  increafed  in  number. 
The  greateji  poffibk  (Economy  (faid  lord  North)  always 
^  had  beerij  and  always  Jhould  be  e?nployed^  while  he  was 

at  the  head  of  the  treafury.     The  motions  being  car- 
ried  through  both  houfes,  the  fpeaker,  a  few'  days 

after, 
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after.  In  prefenting  the  bill  to  the  king  for  affent, 
ufed  the  foUowiijg  words  ;  "  In  a  time,  fire,  of  pub- 
lic diftrefs,  full  of  difficulty  and  danger,  their  con-  1777. 
ftituencs  labouring  under  burdens  alfnoft  too  heavy  ^^J^llf^, 
to  be  borne,  your  faithful  commons,  poftponing  all  l^^^^""  ^*"'*" 
other  bufinefs,  have  not  only  granted  to  your  ma- 
jefty  a  large  prefent  fupply,  but  alfo  a  very,  great 
additional  revenue,  great  beyond  example,  great 
beyond  your  majefty^s  higheil  expence ;  but  all 
this,  fire,  they  have  done  in  the  well-grounded  con- 
fidence, that  you  will  apply  wifely  what  they  have 
granted  liberally.**'  On  their  return  to  their  own 
houfe,  the  commons  voted  unanimous  thanks  to  the 
fpeakfer.  Some  of  the  miniflerial  party,  however, 
on  re-confidering  the  fubject,  were  greatly  difpleaf- 
ed  with  what  he  had  delivered,  as  it  appeared  to 
them  to  contain  an  infmuation  not  favourable  to 
the  charafter  which  they  claimed  of  being  osconomi- 
cdljiewards  for  the  public.  Mr.  Rigby,  a  few  days 
after,  declared  that  the  fpeaker  had  not  exprefTed  the 
fenfe  of  the  commons  :  Mr,  Fox  immediately  mov- 
ed, that  he  had  fpoken  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe.  Lord 
North  and  the  more  moderate  part  of  the  minifte- 
rial  adherents,  though  they  wifhed  the  motion  with- 
drawn, finding  Mr.  Fox  would  not  comply,  to 
avoid  altercation  voted  in  its  favour ;  and  oa 
the  3th  of  June,  parliament  was  prorogued. 
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Occupatwis  of  Howe  during  winter — of  Jf^a/hington. — Plan 
of  the  campaign — its  late  commencement  by  general  Howe 
'^efultory  operations  in  the  Jerfeys, —  General  Howe 
moves  from  winter-quarters — attempts  by  a  Jlratagem  to 
bring  Wafhington  to  battle-bailing  in  that  expedient^  eva-i 
cuates  the  Jerfeys. — Expedition  by  fea  to  Philadelphia. — 
Battle  of  Brandy-wne.^-^Major  Fergujfon  effays  a  new  fpt^ 
aes  of  rifiey  invented  by  himfelf. ^Capture  of  Philadelphia, 
•battle  of  German'town^^^American  fortifications  on  the 
river. — Red  Bank  atid  Mud  I/land  taken. — American  fleet 
burnt. — Situation  of  the  Americans  at  White  Marjb  and 
Valley  Forge  favourable  to  an  attack. — General  How^s  in* 
aBion — he  retires  early  to  winter-quarters. — ConduEf  of  ge-- 
neral  and  troops  at  Philadelphia. — Expedition  of  fir  Henry 
Clinton  up  the  North  river .^^Capture  of  Prefcot  in  Rhode 
I/land — Northern  army — Burgoyne  takes  the  command. — 
S,arletcneffended  with  the  appointment ^refigns  his  employment. 
"—Burgoyne  purchafes  the  aid  of  Indian  favages — number  of 
his  troops. — Expedition  of  colonel  St.  Leger, — The  generaPs 
ntanifefto.'.^Capture  ofTiconderago  and  Fort  Independence. — 
DefiruSl'wn  of  American  gallies. — The  army  reaches  the 
Hudfon. — Cruelties  of  the  Indians. ^^t)ef eat  at  Benning^ 
ton — Siege  of  Standwix — raifed. — Battle  with  general  Gates 
at  Stillwater.-^DyireJfedJituation  of  the  army — defertion 
of  the  Indians. — Bt^rgoyne  retreats. — Battle  near  Saratogcf 
^^reduced  flate  of  the  army — troops  furrounded—con* 
vention  with  the  Americans  at  Saratoga. 

rpHE  public  attention  was  now  turned  to  the  cam- 
paign  in  America,  and  great  expeftations  were 
'rrn^  formed  that  it  would  terminate  in  the  complete  re- 
duftion  of  the  colonies.      The  general  plan  was 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  preceding  year ;  that  the 

Canadian 
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Canadian   army  fliould  co-operate   With  gcneml  c  h  ^a  p. 
Howe,  and  thus   the  command   of  New  York  ^.^.i-N^^L^ 
province  divide  the  northern  from  the  fouttiern  co*      '777- 
lonies.    . 

A  body  of  provincial  loyalifts  was  formed  under 
the  diredion  of  the  conunander  in  chief},  they 
were  allowed  the  fame  pay  as  the  regulars,  and 
officered  by  gentlemen  who  had  been  obliged  to 
leave  then:  refpedive  habitations  for  their  attach- 
ment  to  the  royal  caufe.    Inexperienced,  and  not 
inured  to  military  difcipline,  they  were  not  yet  fit 
for  aOivefervice,  and  were  therefore  fo  ftationed  as 
to  allow  the  veterans  to  take  the  field.  General  Howe  Occopatiom 
himfelf  enjoyed  every  luxury  at  New  York  which  he  during  wn- 
could  have  found  in  the  metropolis  of  Britain :  his  ^^' 
favourite  occupation  was    gaming,    a  paftime  in 
which  many  of  his  young  officers  became  thoroughly 
initiated.  There  were  routs,  balls,  and  affemblies  in 
great  abundance  ;  fo  that  the  head-quatters  bore  the 
appearance  of  a  gay  and  voluptuous  city  in  the  time 
of  peace,  rather  than  a  military  ftation  for  watch- 
ing and  annoying  tne  enemy  in  war  *.    Such  were 
the  purfuits  of  the  Britifli  commander  from  De- 
cember to  June.  While  general  Howe  thus  amufed  condaaof 
himfelf  and  bis    troops  with  the  diverfions  and  ^f**"*^" 
plcafures  of  New  York,  Wafhington  wds  very  dif- 
ferently employed.    The  difficulties  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  forbeai*ance  of  his  antagonift,  the  Ame- 
rican commander  had  to  encounter,  were  extremely, 
arduous.    The  provincial  forces  w^re  hitherto  but 

*  Stedman's  Hift'orj  of  thtf  American  war,  vol.  i.  p.  287. 

Vol.  II.  Ec  amihtia, 
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a  f&ilitia,  boA  in  thrir  difdpliiie  and  the  tenore  o£ 
their  ferrice :  the  late  fuccefs  at  Trenton  promoted 
'^^*  the  difpofition  of  the  colonifts  to  refift ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  fufpended  thdr 
military  ardour,  infomuch  that  about  the  middle  of 
February  the  colonial  army  did  not  exceed  four 
thoufand  men  * ;  and  this  (mall  body  of  raw  pea- 
iants  was  moreover  (ickly.  Neverthelefs  for  four 
months  they  occupied  a  pofition  at  Morriftown,  not 
fifty  miles  from  the  brave  and  numerous  veterans  of 
the  royal  army,  where  they  not  only  experienced  no 
annoyance  from  general  Howe  f,  but  harafled  and 
diftrdOfed  the  Britiifh  pofts  and  foraging  detachmentr. 
Wafliington  did  not  fail  to  profit  by  the  ceffiition  of 
Britifli  effort.  The  boundkfs  fpirit  of  individual  in- 
dq)endence,  which  fo  naturally  followed  the  Ameri- 
can claims  and  affertiofts,  was  advcrfe  to  the  operation 
of  authority,  and  efpecially  to  that  prompt  and  im« 
plidt  fubmiffion  which  is  neceflary  in  military  bo- 
ttMM^  dies*  Wafhington  faw  that  the  powers  which  were 
nndaiog  allowed  in  the  various  gradations  of  coimnand,  were 
fici^'  '  inadequate  to  their  objed :  hitherto  the  commander 
in  chief  himfelf  was  obliged  to  aft  according  to 
the  fpedfic  inftruftions  of  the  congrefs.  The  ge- 
neral reiHrefented  the  difadvantages  which  accrued 
to  the  common  caufe  from  authority  fo  fettered  ; 
and  iuch  was  the  influence  of  his  known  wifdom 
and  patriotifm,  that  he  was  vefted  with  full  and  am- 
gle  powers  to  colleft  an  army  of  foot  and  horfe  in 

♦  Waihington's  official  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  31. 

f  Ramiayy  the  Americaa  hiftorian,  informs  us,  that  his. 
•Mmtiymcn  yrert  aftonHhed  at  the  ina^oD  of  the  Britifh  dating 
lb  aiiicaia  period »  vol  ii.  p.  2. 

addition 
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idditJon  td  thofe  which  were  ahready  voted,  t6  heife  c  h^  a  p. 

artillery  and  engineers,  and  to  eftablifli  their  pay.   -^  -w 

Thus  empowered  to  organise  an  army,  the  next      *'77. 

care  of  Washington  was  to  bmd  the  troops  to  mi* 

litary  fidelity  as  well  as  political  allegiance.    To 

die  powerful  motives  of  conceived  patriotifin  and 

freedom  he  added  the  cement  of  religion^,  and,  with 

the  approbation  of  congrefs,  propofed  an  oath  of  adf  i^*J]),^f  j|j"^ 

herence  to  the  provincial  caufe.    Provifions  fo  wife  fi<ieiiKy* 

produced  the  expe&ed  fuccefs  ;  the  colonifts  fooQ 

ceafed  to  be  an  irregular  militia,  and  became  Ikilful 

and  difciplined  foldiers*    During  the  fame  important 

interval,  twenty  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  arriv^  from 

the  continent  of  Europe,  and  before  the  expiration 

of  the  fpring  the  hopes  and  fpirits  of  the  Americans 

were  revived  and  invigorated  to  meet  the  dangers 

of  the  approaching  campaign.   Such  were  the  efforts 

of  Waihington  during  the  momentous  period  which 

the  Britiih  general  paffed  in  pieafurable  quarters. 

Summer  being  commenced,  Howe  propofed  to  ^<»^*  *^p*"« 
begin  the  operations  of  the  prefent  campaign  accord-  p'gn  by  ie. 
ing  to  the  fame  mode  in  which  he  terminated  the  ^  "*""' 
laft,  and  to  fend  out  detachments,  while  with  the 
main  army  he  continued  in  his  prefent  refidence. 
Up  the  Hudfon  river,  about  fifty  miles  from  New 
York,  on  the  weftem  fliore,  is  a  place  called  Peek's 
Hill,  which  ferved  as  a  port  to  Courtland  Manor, 
and  where  (lores  and  provifions  were  received  for 
the  American  army  :  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  general 
How«  thought  it  advifable  to  attempt  the  feizure  of 
this  port  before  the  main  army  took  the  field.    Ac- 
cordingly he  detached  colonel  Bird  with  five  hun- 
dred men  upon  this  fervice.     On  the  approach  of 
E  e  2  the 


CH  4  p. 


4«#  HISTORY  OF  THE 

the  BrhUh  corps,  the  Americans,  after  fettmg  fire  lo 
the  barracks  and  ftorehoufes,  evacuated  the  fort ; 
«77>      by  the  conflagration,  the  king's  troops  were  pre- 
vented from  feizing  the  expeded  provifion  and  am* 
munition,  but  they  effe&ed  the  chief  purpofe  of 
their  expedition  by  curtailing  the  refources  of  the 
enemy.    Another  detachment  of  two  thouland  men 
was  fent,  under  general  Tyron  and  fir  William 
Erikine,  to  Danbury,   in  the  confines  of   Con* 
ncdicut,  where  they  deflroyed  a  large  quantity  of 
ftores  :  fatigued  by  their  march,  they  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy,  but  repulfed  the  aflailants,  though 
with  the  lofs  of  two  hundred  of  their  own  troops* 
Lord  Comwallis  alfo  furprifed  and  defeated  a  body  of 
colonifb  near  BrunTwick.    The  Americans,  on  the 
other  hand,  deffax>yed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  our 
provifions  at  Saggy  harbour  in  Long  liland.      Ge- 
neral Stevens  with   two-  thoufand  provincials  at* 
tempted  to  furprife  the  forty-fecond  regiment  can- 
toned at  Pifcataway,  amounting  to  lefs  than  a 
thoufand  men ;  but  after  a  furious  engagement,  the 
gallant  highlanders,  under  their  able  commander 
colonel   Stirling,    completely  routed   the  enemy. 
While  this  defultory  warfare  was  carried  on  by  de- 
tachments, the  commander  in  chief  remained  quiet 
at  New  York  another  month.    His  alleged  reafon 
for  beginning  the  campaign  fo  late  was,  that  there 
was  no  green  forage  on  the  ground  *:  there  was  plenty 
of  CORK  AND  HAY,  which  pcrfons  converfant  in 
the  management  of  horfi^  affirmed  to  be  preferable 
food  for  them  when  employed  in  a£tive  fervice, 
^  but  the  general  profefled  a  different^pinion. 

♦  Stcdman,  vol.  i.  p.  287. 
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On  the  1 2  th  of  June,  the  general  with  thirty 
thoufand  men  marched  towards  Courland  Manor, 
where  the  enemy  were  potted  to  the  number  of  .  '777^ 
eight  thoufand*     The  pofirion  of  Wafliington  ap- 
peared to  the  Britifh  commander  fo  ftrong,  that^ 
notwithftanding  his  great  fuperiority  both  in  num- 
bers and  difcipline,  he  deemed  it  inexpedient  t6 
venture  an  attack  ;  after  in  vain  trying  to  bring  the  Attemptib/ 
American  general  to  battle,  he,  on  the   19th  of  Jo^w^"* 
June,  pretended  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat.    The  ^b^tSf?* 
Americans  left  their  faftneffei  to  purfue  the  enemy  j 
Howe  marched  his  army  back,  and  fcnt  lord  Com- 
wallis  to  fecure  the  paffes,  fo  that  the  provincials 
being  hemmed  in    might  be  compelled  to  fight. 
On  the  26th,  his  lordfliip  met  the  advanced  body 
of  the  enemy,  attacked  them  with  great  fury,  and 
foon  put  them  to  the  route*      Wafliington,  finding 
"that  he  had  been  deceived  by  a  feint,  immediately 
returned  to  his  hilly  ftation,  and  occupied  the  pafles 
before  lord  Cornwallis  could  arrive.    Not  having  fairing  to 
fucceeded  in  this  ftratagem,  general  Howe  fome-  Int^emS^ 
what  haftily  concluded  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  ^«J«*y»* 
attempt  any  other  expedient  for  bringing  the  enemy 
to  battle  ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  abandon  the  Jet- 
feys,  and  crofled  with  his  army  to  Staten  Ifland.  The 
general  himfelf,  in  a  plan  of  operations  fent  to  lord 
George  Germaine,  had  declared  his  intention  of 
penetrating  to  Philadelphia,  through  Jerfey:  the 
minifter  had  approved,  and  ftrongly  enjoined  him 
in  all  his  movements  to  have  in  view  co-operation 
with  the  northern  army*     Certain  military  critics 
allowed,  that  if  he  had  continued  in  the  Jerfeys,  by 
intercepting  Waihington's  convoys  he  might  have 
£  e  3  compelled 
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compelled  him  either  to  fight,  or  vidi  his  army  to 
perifli  by  famine ;  that  the  (hort  atid  dired  roadio 
^777f      Philadelphia  was  through  the  Jerfeys,  and  that  with 
thirty  thoufand  veterans  he  could  have  eafily  forc^ 
his  way  through  eight  thou&nd  fo  lately  levied. 
Notwidiftanding  thefe  confiderations,  the  weight  of 
srhich  it  required  little  fagacity  to  perceive^  he  de^ 
termined  on  undertaking  an  expedition  round  the 
poaft :  nautical  gentlemen  reprdented  to  him,  that 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  the  winds  were  very  con- 
trary; the  admomtions  were  unavailing,  he  per- 
Cx^ditioa    filled  in  his  refolution,    Leaving  a  confiderablc 
Phiuddt      body  of  troops  under  general  Clinton  to  guard 
'^*  New  York,   he  emb^ked  the  reft  of  the   army 

on  the  5th  of  July,  but  by  fome  unaccountable 
delay  did  not  fail  till  the  23d.  Having  arrived  at 
the  capes  of  the  Delaware,  he  learned  that  the 
enemy  had  blocked  up  the  river,  he  therefore  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Chefapeak  Bay,  and  failed  up  the  Elk, 
but  did  npjt  come  to  land  till  the  24th  of  Auguft. 
Thus,  froni  the  beginning  of  November,  the  com- 
Qiander  in  chief,  with  thirty  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
and  bed  difdplined  troops,  opppfed  by  lefs  than  ten 
thoufand  undifciplined  recruits,  ba(l  not  advanced 
one  ftep  nearer  the  obje^  of  his  appointment.  He 
was  in  autupiA,  by  a  drpuitpus  ^d  di^cult  route, 
proceeding  to  a  city,  which  in  the  foregoing  winter 
was  ready  to  yield,  if  he  had  advanced  by  9,  (hort 
and  then  unguarded  road;  but  Philadelphia  was 
to  be  captured  by  the  hard(hips  of  a  wintef  cam- 
paign, and  not  by  luxurious  indulgenpe« 

On  landing  the  army,  iir  William  Howe  pub- 
^fhed  a  t>roclamation,  ofering  pardon  and  protec- 
tion 
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dott  to  all  who  Ihould  furrendcr  themfclvcs  to  the 
Biitilh  army,  and  alTuring  the  inhabitants  that  the 
foldiers  fhould  obferve  ftria  order  and  difcipline  on      '^^^* 
liieir  march.     General  Wafliington,  informed  that 
the   army  was  arrived  in  Pennfylvania,  crofled  the 
Delaware  wkh  his  army  on  the  nth  of  September*   Battteor 
The  Britifli  troops  advanced  to  Brajady-wine,    a  l^^* 
river  which,  running  from  the  weft,  falls  into  the 
•Delaware  below  Philadelphia.     On  the  left  bank; 
next  to  the  city,  the  Americans  pofted  themfelves, 
and  erefted  batteries  at  Chadsford,  where  they  pre- 
fumed  the  royal  army  would  attempt  to.  pafs: 
Under  cover  of  their  batteries  a  body  of  them  alfo 
occupied  the  right  bank.     General  Howe  detached 
lord  Cornwallis  with  two  battalions  of  Britifli  gre- 
tiadiers,  as  many  of  light  troops,  two  battalions  of 
Heflian  grenadiers,  two  Britifh  brigades,  and  part 
of  the  feventy-firft  regiment,  to  crofs  the  river  far* 
thcr  up,  and  thus  gain  the  enemy's  rear.     At  the 
famis  time  general  Knyphaufen,  with  another  divi* 
lion,  marched  to  Chadsford,  againft  the  provincials 
who  were  placed  there  j  in  this  fervice  the  German 
experienced  very  important  afliftance  from  a  corps 
of  rifle-men,  commanded  by  major  Patrick  Ferguf* 
{oTip    The  dexterity  of  the  provincials  as  markftnen 
had  been  frequently  quoted,  and  held  out  as  an 
objeft  oi  terror  to  the  Britifli  troops.    Ferguflbn,   ^jfjJJ^^ 
a  man  of  genius,  which  was  exercifed  in  profe0ional  •  «•*  fpe* 
attainments,  invented  a  new  fpecies  of  rifle^  that  iovLtcTky' 
combined   unprecedented    quicknefs  of  repetition  ^''^^^ 
with  certainty  of  effed,  and  fecurity  to  die  foU 
dieWf    The  iixvenrion  being  not  only  approved,  but 

£e4  highly 
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CHAP,  highly  admired,  its  author  was  appointed  to  form 
^>^i-,.^  and  train  a  corps  for  the  purpofe  of  praftice  ;  but 
'777*  2n  opportunity  did  not  offer  of  calling  their  (kill 
into  adion,  until  the  period  at  which  we  are  now 
arrived.  Ferguffon  with  his  corps,  fupported  by 
Wemyfs's  Ainerican  rangers,  was  appointed  to 
cover  the  front  of  Knyphaufen's  troops,  and  fcoured 
the  grdund  fo  effedually  that  there  was  not  a  fiiot 
fired  by  the  Americans  to  annoy  the  column  in  its* 
march  \    So  fecured,  Knyphaufen  was  enabled  to 

advance 

•  The  meritorious  condaft  of  Ferguffon  was  acknowledged 
by  tke  whole  army,  and  publicly  attefted  by  order  of  the 
comnumder  in  chief. 

Ferguffon^  in  a  private  letter  of  which  Dr.  Adam  Ferguflb 
has  tranfmitted  me  a  copy^  mentions  a  very  curious  incident, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the .  life  of  the  American  general 
was  in  imminent  danger.  While  Ferguffon  lay  with  a  part  of 
his  rifle-men  on  a  ikirt  of  a  wood  in  front  of  general  Knyphan- 
fen's  divifiony  the  circumftance  happened,  of  which  the  letter  in 
queflion  gives  the  following  account  :—**  We  had  not  lain  long 
when  a  rebel  ofhcer,  remarkable  by  a  Huffar  drefs,  paffed  to- 
wards our  army*  within  a  hundred  yards  of  my  right  flank,  not 
perceiving  us.  He  was  followed  by  another  dreffed  in  dark 
green  and  blue,  mounted  on  a  good  bay  horfe,  with  a  remark- 
able large  high  cocked  hat.  I  ordered  three  good  fhots  to  fteal 
near  to  them  and  fire  at  them ;  but  the  idea  difgufted  me  ;  I  re- 
called the  order.  The  Hufikr  in  returning  made  a  circuit,  but 
the  other  paffed  within  a  hundred  yards  of  us ;  upon  whidi  I 
advanced  from  the  wood  towards  him.  Upon  my  calling,  he 
(lopped  ;  but  after  looking  at  me,  proceeded.  I  again  drew  his' 
attention,  and  made  fign  to  him  to  ftop,  levelling  my  piece  at 
him;  but  he  flowly  continued  his  way.  As  I  was  within  that 
dillanee  at  which,  in  the  quickeft  firing,  I  could  have  lodged 
half  a  dozen  balls  in  or  about  him  before  he  was  out  of  my 
•reach,  1  had  only  to  determine  $  but  it  was  not  pleafant  to 
fifQ  at  the  back  of  an  unoffending  individual,  who  was  acquit- 
ting 
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advance  without  interruption,  attacked  the  enemy, 
obliged  them  (though  protefted  by  their  batteries) 
to  crofs  the  river,  made  good  the  paffage  of  his  ^'77- 
own  divifion,  and  opened  the  way  to  the  reft  of 
the  army.  Meanwhile  lord  Comwallis  croffed  be-  »«n<»y 
hind  the  enemy's  rear  ;  and  general  Wafliington,  in- 
formed of  this  movement,  fent  general  Sullivan  with 
a  confiderable  force  to  oppofe  the  Britifli  detach- 
ment*  The  American  feized  the  heights  which 
tofe  from  the  banks ;  having  his  rear  and  right 
flank  covered  by  woods,  and  his  left  by  the  river. 
The  Britifli  commander  began  the  attack  by  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  the  provincials,  af{er  a  , 
very  obftinate  refiftance,  were  driven  into  the 
woods  J  and  porting  themfelves  on  another  eminence, 
made  a  fecond  ftand  ftill  more  vigorous  than  the 
firft  :  they  were  again  diflodged,  and  forced  to  re- 
tire with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  killed  and  wounded, 
and  four  hundred  taken  prifoners.  The  main  body 
of  the  Britifli  army  had  now  crofled  the  river ;  fir 
William  Howe  turned  the  right  of  Wafiiington's 
troops,  Knyphaufen  was  in  front,  the  Brandy-wine 
on  the  left,  and  the  Delaware  at  a  fmall  diftance 
in  the  rear.-   Lord  Cornwallis,  after  his  viftory. 


ting  himftlf  very  coolly  of  his  duty,  fo  I  let  him  alone.  The 
day  after,  I  had  been  telling  this  ftory  to  fome  wounded  officei:8 
who  lay  in  the  fame  room  with  me,  when  one  of  our  furgednt 
who  had  been  dreffing  the  wounded  rebel  officers  came  in  an4 
told  us,  that  they  had  been  informing  him,  that  general  Waihfi 
ingtoD  was  all  the  morning  with  the  light  troops,  and  only  at- 
tended by  a  French  o£5cer  in  a  huflar  drcfs,  he  himfelf  drefTed 
and  moimted  in  every  pofnt  as  above  defcribed,  I  am^not 
(brry  thsit  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  who  it  was.'' 

was 
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was  able  to  join  the  general.  The  only  way  by 
which  the  provincials  could  efcape  was  between  ibt 
>777-  Delaware  and  the  diviiion  under  the  immediate 
command  of  general  Howe ;  it  was  apprehended^ 
that  if  the  commander  in  chief  had  advanced  farther 
round  the  enemy's  flank,  he  might  have  indofisd 
the  provincial  force:  thu  movcfuent,  however, 
was  not  attempted,  and  general  Waihington  drew 
off  his  troops  during  the  night  to  Chefter,  near 
Philadelphia*  Even  the  next  morning,  it  was.aUeged, 
that  the  Britifli  troops  might  have  intercepted  the 
Americans ;  .but  the  experiment  was  not  tried. 
General  Howe  remained  feveral  days  at  Brandy- 
wine  after  the  enemy  had  retired.  Waflungton  em- 
ployed this  very  unexpeded  ceffatidn  in  coUeding  his 
difperfed  troops,  and  fupplying  from  his  magajdnes 
the  ftores  which  had  been  loft  in  the  battle*  On 
the  2Qth  of  September,  intelligence  being  recmed 
that  general  Wayne  was  couched,  with  fifteen 
hundred  men,  in  die  wood  on  the  left  wing  of  the 
Britifh  army;  general  Howe  difpatched  major- 
general  Grey  with  a  ftrong  body  to  furprife  and 
diflodge  the  provincial  detachment.  Proceeding 
with  great  fecrecy»  the  royal  troops  executed  thi$ 
project  fo  completely,  that  they  killed  or  took 
about  four  hundred,  with  the  lofs  of  only  feven 
ibldiers  and  one  ofiicer.  On  the  2  2d  of  September, 
fir  William  Howe  croff^d  the  Schuylkill  with  liis 
whole  army ;  on  the  26th,  he  advanced  to  German- 
town  ;  and  the  following  day,  with  Comwallis,  took 
cjptort  of  poffei&on  of  Philadelphia  without  oppofitiom  Being 
phia.  '  thus  mafters  of  the  capital  of  North  America,  the 
Briti0i  qommwder  next  turned  his  attention  to  efta* 


Gennan*' 
Utwtu 
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bUlh  a  communication  with  the  fleet,  by  removing  ^  ^^^  ^• 
the  obftrudions  which  the  Americans  had  placed  in  ^^^^z-*^ 
the  river,  and  ilrengthened  it  by  forti*   There  were      '^^^' 
difpofed  rows  of  chevaux-de-fiize,   floating ,  batte- 
fies,  and  gun-boats,  in  the  moft.  acceffible  parts  of 
the  river,  covered  by  intrenchments  and  redoubts 
on  the  banks.  General  Waihington,  now  encamped 
at  Skippach  Creek,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  SchuyU  .   ' 

kill,  formed  the  defign  of  furprifing  theBritiih  camp 
at  German-town.      The  3d  of  October  was  the  Ba^eof 
day  appdnted  for  executing  this  projed :  Waihing^' 
ton  advancing  with  his  force  divided  into  five  co« 
}umns,  attempted  to  feparate  the  Britifli-arniy  fo  a$ 
to  infure  fuccefs  in  the  different  flanks.  The  fortieth 
regiment  and  colonel  Mufgrave  having  the  advanced 
poll  were  firfl  attacked,  but  the  fldll  and  adivity 
of  that  officer,  together  with  the  determined  cou- 
rage x>{  the  foldiers,  arrefl:ed  the  prpgrefs  of  the 
enemy,  prevented  the  feparation  of  the  right  and 
left  flank,  and  gave  the  whole  army  time  to  form 
the  line.     Major-general  Grey  brought  up  a  divi* 
lion  with  fuch  rapidity  and  force,  that  the  Ameri^p 
(Cans  were  obliged  to  ad  on  the  defenfive :   the  en-r 
gagement  became  general,  and  was  for  fome  hours 
very  warm;  at  length,  part  of  the  right  wing 
forced  the  enemy's  left  to  give  ground,  and  fly 
with  great  precipitation.   The  reft  of  the  provincial^ 
^fo  retreated,  attempted  to  rally  on  rifing  grounds 
near  the  Ifcene  of  adion,  and  pretended  to  renew 
the  battle;  but  this  was    only  a  feint  to  fecurp 
their  retreat.      In  their  flight  |:hey  were  fevourp4 
by  a  fog,  which  prevented  thg  Pritifli  troops  from 
an  effedual  purfuit,    ThougH  the  king's  troops 

drovtt 
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drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  onr  lofs  was  very 
confiderable;  fix  hundred  were  killed  and  wounded; 
*7'7'      and,  among  the  former,  colonels  Agnew  and  Bird, 
two  officers  of  very  high  chara&er :  the  killed, 
wounded,    and    taken   prifoners    of   the  enemy, 
amounted  to  about  twelve  hundred.     On  the  loth 
of  Oftober,  general  Howe,  withdrawing  his  army 
from  German-town,'  encamped  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  whence  he  fent    detach- 
ments to  co-operate  with  the  fleet  in  the  Delaware. 
One  of  the  ftrongeft  of  the  American  forts  was 
at  Billing's  Harbour,  on  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the  river, 
thither  the  commander  in  chief  detached  three  regi- 
ments under  colonel  Stirling  to  attack  the  place  :  on 
his  approach  the  works  were  abandoned.  TheEnglifh 
fleet  being  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  preparations  were 
made  for  attacking  the  water-force  of  the  provincials. 
Aoericaa     The  Americans  had  conftrufted  a  very  ftrong  forti- 
•D  thc'riw!  fication  on  Mud  Ifland,  in  the  Delaware,  off*  the 
mouth  of  the  Schuylkill  j  this  poft  commanded  the 
navigation  of  the  river,  and  unlefs  reduced,  could 
intercept  the  (lores  and  provifions  of  the  army  ; ,  op- 
pofite  to  this  place  was  Red  Bank,  which  commanded 
the  fort  on  the  eaft ;   while  Province  Ifland,  pof- 
fcfled  by  the  Britifli,  adjoined  in  the  weft,  and  the 
Britifli  fleet  on  the  fouth.     Colonel  Stirling  applied 
to  general  Howe  for  leave  to  fortify  fo  advantageous 
a  pofition,  the  general   did  not  think  proper  to 
comply :  the  Americans  did  not  however  negleft 
to  fecure  fo  important  a  means  of  defence,  and  with 
great  rapidity  raifed  fortifications.    At  length  dif- 
covering  the  advantage  of ,  Red  Bank,  general 
Howe  fent  colonel  Donop  with  three  battalions  of 
8  Heflian 
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Heifian  grenadiers  to  attempt  the  redoubt  by  affault,      ^^^   • 
The  German  leader  fetting  out  on  the  20th  of  Oc-  ^-^^^—z 
tober,  arrived  the  next  day  at  the  place  of  deftina-      '^^^r 
tion.    Having  marched  up  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  not  only  from  the  fort,  but  from  floating  bat- 
teries  and  galliesi  on  the  river  and  forces  in  an  ex- 
tenfive  outwork,  they  arrived  before  the  redoubt, 
which  they  found  to  be  more  than  eight  feet  high, 
with  a  parapet  boarded  and  fraized,.and   impreg- 
nable  without  fcaling-ladders ;  for  the  commander 
in  chief  had  omitted  to  furnifh  them  with  this  im- 
plement fo  neceffary  iix  ftorming  a  fort.     With  vie- 
t©ry  within  their  reach,  if  the  proper  preparations 
had  been  made,  they  were  through  this  negligence 
obliged  to  retreat  [Precipitately  through  the  triply 
fire  J    and   loft   their    leader,   who  was   mortally 
wounded,  and  died  three  days  after  ib  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.     Five  (hips  of  war  had  attempted  to 
fecond    Donop's    efforts,   but   two   of   them   ran 
a-ground :   one,  the  Augufta,  was  fet  on  fire  by 
the  eijemy ;  and  the  other,  the  Merlin,  was  obliged 
to  be  abandoned.     Meanwhile  preparations  were  Red  Bank 
going  on  for  attacking  Mud  Ifland  from  the  weft-  iJianduken. 
em  ihore    but  the  batteries  were    not  opened  till 
the  loth  of  November;  the  part  of  the  fleet  def- 
tinedto  co-operate  was  prevented  by  contrary  winds 
from  advancing  till  the  fifteenth.      The  provin-  TheAm?- 
cials  quitted  the  fleet  the  following  night,  and  two  deftroyco. 
days  after  Red  Bank  was  alfo  abandoned ;  a  few  of 
the  American    gallies    efcaped,  but   the  greatet 
number  were  deftroyed :    a  communication  wag 
opened  betwen  the  fleet  and  the  army. 

While 


430  HISTORY  OF  THE 

While  detachments  were  performing  thelis  &r- 
vices,  general  Howe,  widi  the  main  army,  continued 
inaftire  at  German-town,  from  the  3d  of  Odober 
to  the  4th  of  December.     General  Walhington 
having  received  a  rrinforcement  of  four  thouiSmd 
men  from  the  northern  army,  Howe  hoped  he 
would  venture  a  battle ;  with  this  view  he  marched 
to  White  Marih,  where  the  American  general  was 
encamped.     On  the  5th  and  6th,  he  offered  battle 
to  the  Americans,  but  they  would  not  come  from 
th^r  lines  ;  general  Howe  made  no  attempt  to  force 
the  camp,    and  during  the   night  changed    his 
pofition.    Columns  under  lord  Comwallis  and  ge» 
neral  Grey  diflodged  the  enemy  from  two  of  their 
out«pofts  ;  the  general  (till  judged  it  imprudent  to 
venture  the  lafety  of  his  troops  by  attacking  the 
situiiioaor   enemy  in  their  intrenchments.    It  had  been  tx- 
canstt    '    peded  that  the  commander  in  chief  would  have 
2[|^^"|^  attacked  the  provmdals  on  the  rear,  where  their  for- 
an  attack,     tifications  Were  by  no  means  fo  ftrong  as  in  the  front 
and  flanks,  and  as  the  roads  in  that  quarter  were 
very  excellent,  general  Wafhington  him£elf  appre- 
hended thai  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  made,  but 
he  was  miftaken.    Indeed,  the  principles  by  which 
the  Britifh  general  direded  his  military  operations, 
were  fuch  as  baffled  even  the  fagacity  of  Wafhing- 
i«^n  «'    ton  to  difcover.  The  general,  without  making  any 
H»we.      ,  attempt  on  the  pra£ticable  part  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
retired  with  his  army  to  Philadelphia.  General  Howe 
began  the  campaign  in  1777  with  thirty  thoufaud 
veterans,  the  enemy  with  eight  thoufand  recruits ; 
by  all  his  marches,  counter-maicbes,  detachments, 

expeditions, 
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catpeditions,  and  battles,  he  got  frefh  winter-quar-   c  h^  a  p. 
ters,  without  impairing  the  force  of  his  enemy :   v— ^v-*^ 
the  attainment  of  the  objcft  for  which  he  was  ap-  r^^J/^^^ 
pointed  was  no  nearer  than  when  he  failed  from  «^»""^- 
'  Halifax.  Thus  clofed  a  campaign,  with  few  parallels  Refaitpfhi» 
in  military  hiftory  for  uniting  efficiency  of  force  ^^'^ 
and  multiplicity  of  operation  with  futility  of  refult. 
Such  muft  impartial  hiftory  tranfmit  to  pofterity 
the  "war&re  of  general  Howe  in  America. 

The  commander  found  Philadelphia  equally  pro-  Condua  9f 
dudive  of  pleafurable  indulgence  as  New  York,   l^a^^ 
The  winter  was  fpetit  in  diflipation  of  every  kind,  »j^|J|*»'»**^- 
but  particularly  in  the  frenzy  of  gaming,  which  was 
not  only  permitted  by  the  general,  but  fan£tioned  by 
his  own  daily  pradHce.    A  German  officer  kept  a 
pharo  bank,  and  accumulated  a  confiderable  fortune 
by  preying  on  theBritifh  youth,  who,  through  want  of 
employment  from  the  profeffional  inaction  of  their 
leader,  were  driveia  to  fill  up  their  time  with  this 
pernicious  paftime,  and  encouraged  by  the  example 
which  he  exhibited.  Many  were  utterly  ruined,  and 
obliged  to  fell  their  commiflions,  becaufe,  inftead  of 
purfuing  Wafhington  and  compelling  him  to  fight 
or  furrender,  general  Howe  fufFered  his  gallant  and 
adire  troops  to  fpend  the  winter  in  idlenef?  at  Phi- 
btdelphb.  The  diffipation  fpread  through  the  army, 
and  tended  as  ufual  to  produce  indolence  and  want 
of  difcipline,  which  relaxed  both  bodies  and  minds, 
Wafhington,  apprifed  of  the  retirement  of  the  Bri-   j^^"J[|^|f 
tifh  army,  quitted  his  camp,  and  took  a  pofition  at  cans^  v«i* 
Valley  Forge,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Schuylkill,  ^^^"*'' 
and  determined  to  winter  there  in  a  camp,  inflead 
of  retiring  to  the  rfowns  of  Lancafter,  York,  and 

Carlifle^ 
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CHAP.  Carlifle,  at  a  greater  diflance  from  Philadelphia ;  by 

■u^^^^._f  which  means  he  would  have  kit  a  large  fertile  diftri^ 

>777«      to  fupply  the  royalifts  with  provifions«  Though  his 

army  was  deftiiute  of  clothing  and  many  other 

neceflaries,  and  ill-provided  with  tents  and  other  ae- 

commodations  for  reft,  yet  did  raw  and  undifd- 

plined  troops,  from  enthufiaftic  attachment  to  4hetr 

meritorious  general,  imitation  of  his  example,  and 

ardent  patriotilm,  bear  all  thofe  hardihips  without 

repining.    Among  other  wants  of  the  Americans, 

was  a  great  fcarcity  of  intrenching  tools  ;  from  this 

caufe  their  lines  were  much  weaker  than  ufual : 

the  approach  in  front  was  almoft  level  ground; 

on  the  front  and  right,  there  was  a  ditch  fix  feet 

wide,  and  three  in  depth  ;  and  a  mound  of  fmalt 

width,  that  could  be  eafdy  broken  by  cannon.     On 

the  rear  there  was  a  precipice,  impaifable  except  by 

a  defile,  which  could  be  eaflly  occupied.     On  the 

left  was  the  Schuylkill,  which,  if  it  guarded  them 

from  approach  on  that  fide,  alfo  cut  off  their  flight 

if  fuccdsfully  attacked  on  the  front  and  right  *.     It 

has  been  generally  agreed  by  military  judges,  that 

if  the  Britifh  commander  had  made  the  attempt 

during  any  part  of  the  winter,  there  was  a  moral 

certamty  of  crufhing  the  whole  army  of  the  enemy, 

but  from  December  to  May  he  fuffered  them  to  be 

unmolefted. 

BtpedStion        At  New  York  fir  Henry  Clinton  received  from 

ciintoB^p^  Evirope  confiderable  reinforcements,  to  undertake 

^••^     an  expedition  up  the  Hudfon  river  to  open   a 

communication  with  the  northern  army.      A  divi- 

♦  Stedman,  Andrews. 

flOft 
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fibn  of  his  troops  havmg  ftormcd  forr?tfontgomefy,  ^  ^ix,^ 
he  himfelf  attacked  fort  Clinton,  TB& approach  to 
this  poft  was  over  a  pifs  of*  ^d^t^^-^htindred 
yards  fquare,  between  a  lake,  is{hd':i<?|^i;i^  that 
over-hiing  the  river:  the  de^e;^$rji^cr€d  with 
felled  tre^s^  which  prevented' tl^ 'tijo9ps -from  ad- 
vancing with  either  quickitefs  jfr  ij^f  ^,^uid  front  the 
fort  they  were  galled  with  a'^dreatffiil  fire*  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  dangers  and  diffiguitlcs  they  -had  to 
encounter  and  furmoUnt;  the  f6ldi«r§;  both  Bptifli 
and  foreign,  pteffed  fdrWaf ^^^iljl  upjj Jiiflf^trou- 
rage^nd  perfevefance,  and  Arrived  at*riIep'focrt  of 
the  work-  The  Americans  deEpidfd  .tlieiftelvei 
V^ith  intrepid  coiirage,  biit  it  length  wererS3v"er-\ 
powered  by  the  refdliite  and  aftive  vilotrf  of  th6 
king's  forces  ;  and^  after  difcharging  a  laTt  volley^. 
furreiidered  at  difcretion.  In  no  adlion  'that  o  % 
cuit^d  during  the  \vaf^  was  Britifli  valbi^b?  ;'^^! 
confpicuoufly  dil^layed  than  ift  this  fexpeditipfej'ajicl 
the  conquerors  treated  their  prifoners  with;afl\irfo3f» 
nity  equal  to  their  gallantry. 

This  advantage  having  been  atthieved  by  land^ 
commodore  Hotham,  who  commanded  the  naval 
equipment,  was  no  lefs  fuccefsfiil  by  water,  ind^ 
^ther  under  his  own  immediate  direftion,  or  through 
fir  James  Wallace,  deftroyed  the  greater  part  of 
the  American  {hipping  on  the  rivei*,  A  meflenger  / 
arriving  from  the  northern  afmy,  urged  general 
Clinton  to  penetrate  fo  far  that  he  might  cb-operafd 
with  thofe  troops ;  but  he  deeming  the  attempt  im« 
pra£Ucable,  returned  to  New  York*  While  Clin- 
ton was  employed  on  the  North  river,  Barton,  an 
^American  colonel^  formed  a  projeft  df  furprifing 
.   Vol.  II.  Ff  general 
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CHAP,  general  Prefect  at  Rhode  Uland,  wkh  a  vie^  to 

%-i-v^  eicchafige  bun  for  general  Lee.    The  Americaja  had 

'777*     learned  tt^^QN^fp^t's  head^uart     were  at  the  weft 

fide  of  the^^/*near  the  ihore,  and  that,  tmfting 

ior  fecurit)nfpiir^0oop^of  war  which  anchored  in  the 

hay,  he  was  goaSrded'by  only  one  centinel,  and  was 

Captnnof    about  a  mtkf  *£|t)|^  ))is  troops.    Colond  Barton, 

p^t.       with  fome  bfficth  and  foldiers,  landing  at  night 

unpercetuecl^&y  the  guard-lhip,  effefked  their  pur- 

pofe,'  and  by  this  means  foon  procured  the  reftora* 

tioa  of  J^  A  the  fervice  of  the  provincials. 

Nttcbca  While  Wf»*theVouth  the  Bririih  arms  were  ob- 

*"^^'         taimj%  uimrodul^e  vi&ories,  ultimately  difaftrous, 

by  cqpfurain^  opr  refourcea  and  impairing  our 

ilredgth.;    in  the  north,  they  experienced  fignal  de* 

feat,  and  a  complete  overthrow. 

Hie  Qbje£k  of  the  Canadian  expedition  was  to 

e£re£b«a  co-operation  with  the  principal  force  j  and 

tSe«CQinmand  of  the  armament  was  conf^ared  on 

fnTXr**   general  Burgoyi^e.     Sir  Guy  Carleton,  from  his 

«Hdi  the      ofEcial  fituation  in  Canada,  his  condud,  and  efpe- 

the  arnu-     cially  his  defence  of  Quebec,  might  Have  reafonably 

'^^^         expeded  this  ai^xuntment ;  he  was  an  oldergenend, 

of  more  military  experience,  and  better  acquainted 

with  the  country,    its  inhabitants,  and  refources* 

His  chara&er  commanded  greater  authority  thanBur- 

goyne's  had  hitherto  eftablifhed:  the  prpfeffioaal 

reputation  of  Burgoyne,  indeed,  was  liable  to  no  ob^ 

jedion,  but  he  had  not,  like  Carleton,  obtained  ce> 

lebrity.  As  no  military  grounds  could  be  alleged  (or 

fuperfi^ding  Carleton  to  make  room  for  Burgoyne, 

bis  promotion  was  imputed  to  parliamentary  influ* 

ence  more  than  to  liis  ofiicial  talents.     Carleton, 

dilgufted 
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difgnfted  with  a  preference  by  no  means  merited,  c  h  a  p- 
OS  foon  ^s  he  heard  of  the  appointnieilt,  refigned  v^^,,.^^ 
his  government.  The  -event  was'fuch  as  might  be  cj/J^*„. 
expeded  from  the  delegation  of  important  truft,  figns  in  dif- 
from  extrinfic  confideradons  inftead  of  the  fitnefk 
of  the  truftee  for  the  fervice  required. 

The  plan  df  the  expedition  through  the  wilds  of 
America  was  concerted  in  London  between  general 
Burgoyne  and  'lord  George  Germaine.     'It  was  Botgoyne 
agreed,  that  befides  regular  troops,  Indianfavages  thraidTf 
ihould  be  employed  by  the Bridfh  commander;  the  J^'«^^*^ 
alleged  reafon  for  calling  in  fuch  auxiliaries  was, 
that  if  they  were  not  engaged  ia  our  fervice  they 
would  join  the  provincials  ;  they  would  be  ufefi^l 
in  defpltory  warfare,  and  the  TBritifh  troops  would 
moderate  their  atrocity.     The  force  required  by  dumber  of 
Burgoyne  was  eight  thoufand  regulars,  two  thou-  Wt  troop*, 
land  Canadians,  and  a  thoufand  Indians.  Of  thefe, 
near  feven  thoufand  two  hundred  veterans,  includ- 
ing *Brurifwick  mercenaries*,  a  corifiderable  part 
of  the  Canadian  militia,  and  the  requlfite  number 
of  Indians,  were  ready  when  Burgoyne  arrived  from 
England  to  commence  the  campaign.     He  w:as  bfe- 
lides  furnifhed  with  chofen  ofBcefs,  among  whom 
were  generals  Philips,  Frafer,  Powel,  and  Hamilton, 
Having  fent  colonel  St.  Leger  with  a  body  of  light  Expedition 
troops  and  Indians  to  create  a  diverfion  on  lakie  st^urr, 
Ontario  and  the  Mohawk  river,  he  himfelS,  on  the 
1 6th   of  June,   fet  out   from  fort  St.  Johtt,  pro- 
ceeded up  hke'Champlain,  and  landed  near  Crown 
Point:  here  he  gave  the  Indians  a  war-feaft,   at 

*  Stedman,  p,.320. 

F  f  2  which 
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CHAP,  which  he  made  them  a  fpeech,  praiiing  and  ftimur 


lating  their  courage,  but  exhorted  them  to  repre& 
their  ferocity.    At  Putnam  Creek  he  judged  it  e^- 
pedient  to  publifh  a  comminatory  manifefto,  in 
*"»*»>o«-  which,  by  a  profufion  of  epithets  and  rhetorical 
figures,  he  reprefented  the  Americans  guilty  of  the 
moft  flagrant  enormities  ;  he  threatened  the  fevereft 
punilhments  againlt  thofe  who  fliould  ftlU  adhere 
to  the  caufe  of  rebellious  fubjefb ;  he  fhould  fend 
the  Indian  forces  to  overtake  the  hardened  enemies 
of  Britain  and  their  own  country;    he  declared 
the  moft  aflured  confidence  that  he  Ihould  be  able 
to  fubjugate  all  ftubbom  and  refraSory  revolters. 
Afi:er  having  expatiated  on  the  wickednefs  of  their 
proceedings,  and  the  vengeance  which,  if  they  did 
not  repent,  they  muil  exped  from  juftice  armed 
with  his  irrefilUble  powers,  he  concluded  with  ex- 
plaining to  them  what  the  penitent  might  hope 
from  his  wife,  generous,    and  forbearing  mercy. 
tt  required  no  great  fagacity  to  divine  that  men, 
who  conceived  themfelves  fighting  for  their  liber- 
ties, and  for  two  years  had  fliewn  a  promptnefs  to 
face  any  danger  on  account  of  fo  valuable  an  ob- 
jefl:,  were  not  to  be  frightened  from  their  purpofe 
by  high-founding  words.     The  impolicy  of   this 
declaratory  boafting  was  obvious  *,    and,  in  the 
opinion  of  impartial  men,  ftamped  the  chara£ter  of 
its  author  as  deficient  in  found  wifdom,  and  that 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  without  which  nei- 
ther a  general  nor  a  ftatefman  can  expeft  to  fucceed 
in  arduous  undertakings ;  his  denunciation  tended 

*  See  Annual  RegiiUr.    ' 

only 
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only  to  excite  ftronger  refentment  in  the  colonifts,  c  h^a  p. 
and  to  infpire  more  vigorous  exertions  to  defend  v,^-^-**/ 
themfelves  from  the  threatened  atrocities.     Gates,      '^''^' 
the  American  general,  replied  to  this  preduftion  in 
a  very  plain  but  ftrong  manifefto,  which  formed  a 
finking  contrail  to  the  pompous  phrafeology  and 
empty  gafconades  of  Burgoyne's   performance*. 
The  Britiih  general  advancing  on  the  ad  of  July^  Captuieof 
reached  Ticonderago,   which,   with  another  fort  J^^^o^^ 
oppofite  to  it,  recently  built  under  the  name  of  ^"***p«***- 
Mount    Independence,    were    immediately    aban^ 
doned  by  the  Americans  f.    The  general  difpatched 
commodore  Lutwitch,  with  the  naval  armament,  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemy's  fleet  that  was  conveying  the 
^ovifions  from  the  evacuated  garrifons  to  Skenef- 
borough  ;  overtaking  them  near  the  place  of  their  Deftruaion 
deftination,  he  captured  fome  of  their  gallies,  and  rfcw  gtuT 
fet  fire  to  the  reft. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  the  advanced  corps  of  grena^  Attack  ma 
diers  and  light  infentry,  under  general  Frafer,  con-  Amcri^*** 
fifting  of  near  twelve  hundred  men,  came  up  with 
the  enemy's  rear,  commanded  by  colonel  Francis^ 
compofed  of  fifteen  hundred  of  their  chofen  troops, 
Frafer,  notwithftanding  his  infi^ority,  attacked 
liie  provincials,  who  received  him  with  the  firmeft 
intrepidity.  The  battle  was  long  doubtful,  but 
the  arrival  of  general  Reidefel  with  the  Brunfwic 
troops  determined  the  event.    The  AmericanjSit  con« 

*  Spesiking  of  the  proffered  mercy  imipediately  after  the 
threat  of  fending  Indian  favages  upon  the  provincials,  he  faid, 
••  thg  tender  mercies  of  the  Indian  tomahawk  wc  will  not  (elicit;/* 
See,  in  Sute  Papers  I777>  both,  the  manifeltoes^ 

f  Stcdmaawi4Rainfay.. 

Ff3^  ceiving 
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^  xixT*   ^^^  ^^  ^  ywhoh  Oenaan  force  bad  2fivmi^ 
retreated  ^th  the  greaieft  precipitation.    They  loft 
two  hundrol killed,  as  many  tafcenprifoners,  an<i 
about  fix  hundred  ^oande^,  of  whom  the  gre^lcift 
number  died  in  the  wQod$.    Of  the  Biis^  a)>aut 
one  hundred  and  forty, /including  twenty  QfficejR», 
were,  killed  and  wounded,    Colonei  Hillj  with  tha 
ninth  regiment,  was  fent  to  |>urfue;  a  jnrty^of  the 
enemy  that  had  retired  to  Wood's  Credt:^    Having 
overtaken  them,  the  Qritifli  leader  percpved  tha^ 
they  were  much  fvq^rior  in  numbers  to  l^s  q^rps ; 
heneverthdiefs  engag^,  aud  poftedhis  m^fo  judiU 
cioufly  as  to  prevent  their  repeated  attempts. tafur« 
round  him  by  their  numbers.    After  a  b^|tl«  o€ 
three  hours,  the  provincials  were,  forced  to  retreat 
with  great  ilaughter.  Schuyler^  the  American  gener 
ral,  employed  a  (Iratagem  frcquentlyiuTedafteTrwaixb 
in  the  courfe  of  the  war :  he  wrote.a  letter  tcigCf* 
neral  Sullivan,  intended-  to  f^l  intOi  the  hands  of 
Burgoyne^    which  being  taken  and   penned  byi 
the  Britiik  commander^  fo  puzzled,  and.  perplexedc 
him  as  to  retard  Ms  operations  feveral  days,  heforo 
he  could  determine  whether  he  was  to  advance  be 
retreat.    At  laft  he  refolvaed  to  penetrate  to  liudfon. 
river,  while  major-general  Hiilips.  Aquld  bnng  tfac^ 
ftores  from  Ticonderago  along  Laks  Geor^.toFost* 
George,  whence  there  was  a  ws^gon  road  to.  Fort ^ 
Edward  on  the  Hudibn,    Militax)L  critics  affirmed; 
that  it  would  have  been  much  wifer  in  Burgoyne  to 
have  croffed  the  country  from  Skenefborough  to 
lake  George,  embarked,  and  proceeded  a  coniider- 
able  part  of  the  route.by  water,  than  to  havamarched 
by  land  through  a  wild,  woody,  and  fwan^y^country. 

Their 
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l^eii*  inarch  was  frequently  interrapted  hyuiorafles,  chap. 
impalTable  without  bridges,  of  which  the  conftruc-  »_^,-l^_r 
tion  employed  a  confiderable  time.    Burgoyne  al-      >777« 
leged,  that  if  he  had  returned  to  lake  George,  the  re- 
trograde movement  would  have  damped  the  ardour 
of  his  troops ;  but  the  neceflary  ilownefs  of  their 
progrefs  through  thofe  wilds  and  intricacies,  was 
more  likely  to  reprefs  their  animation.  It  was  the  3odi  The  amy 
of  July  before  they  arrived  at  the  riv^ ;  there  ihey  uudfon  ru 
were  obliged  to  wait  feveral  days,  until  their  provi-  "*'' 
fions^ftores,and  other  neceflaries  fhould  beembarked* 
Burgoyne's  expedition  had  at  firft  ftruck  great  con- 
fteroation  into  the  m|nds  of  the  Americans ;  but, 
on  finding  his  advances  much  more  tardy  dian  they 
expeded,  their  fpirits  began  to  revive,  and  they 
made  various  difpofitionsfor  recruiting  their  ftrength ;  ■ 
reinforcements  were  fcnt  to  general  Schuyler,  wha^ 
w;as  pofted  at  Saratoga  on  the  Hudfon,  about  twenty* 
miles  north  fromAlbany.  They  fent  Arnold  to  watch 
the  motions   of  colonel  St.  Leger,  and  to  prevent 
his  co-operation  with  the  main  army.     St.  Leger  % 
was  now  advanced  to  Fort  Stanwix  on  the  Mohawk 
river  :  the  general  faw  it  was  neceifary  to  co-operate 
with  that  officer,  and  to  move  rapidly  forward }  but 
he  had  a  very  large  tnun  of  ardllery :  horfes  and 
carriages  were  wanting,  piovifions  aUb  were  nearly 
exhaufted.    Having  leamedthat  the  Americans  had 
depofited  a  great  quantity  of  ftores  at  Bennington, 
about  twenty.four  miles  eaft  from  Hudfon  river^ 
Burgoyne  refolved  to  attempt  the  feizure  of  this  ma- 
gazine }  and  difpatched  colonel  Baum,.  a  German  of- 
ficer, on  that  fervice,  with  fix  hundred  troops,  in« 
eluding  dragoQUs*    It  was  reprefented  to  the  gene- 
Ff4  ral, 
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ral,  that  the  propofed  cnterprife  would  require  tio  left 
than  three  thoufaad  men ;  and  that  Germans,  from 
'777.  the  flownefs  of  their  movement,  were  by  no  means 
fo  fit  for  furprifing  the  enemy  as  the  Britiih  ;  that 
they  were,  befides,  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
country  and  the  language,  fo  that  they  could  receive 
..  no  information  even  from  friends  of  die  royal  caufe. 
The  general,  however,  perfifted  in  his  refolution : 
the  habitual^flownefs  of  German  movements,  added 
to  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  and  the  want  of  carr 
riages,  rendered  Baum^s  advance  fo  tedious,  that  the 
enemy  were  informed  of  his  approach,  and  prepared 
for  his  reception.  When  he  arrived  at  Bennlngft>n', 
he  found  the  enemy  fo  ftrong,  that,  with  the  fmall 
body  entnifted  to  him,  it  would  have  been  madne& 
to  attempt  an  attack.  He  accordingly  fortified  him- 
&lf,  andfent  a  meflage  to  the  general,  that  the 
fcheme  would  be  impra£dcable  without  a  reinforce- 
ment. Colonel  Breyman  was  fent  to  his  ailiftance, 
with  five  hundred  Germans,  who  advanced  with 
their  ufuai  tardinefs  *.  Meanwhile  Starke,  an  Ame^ 
rican  general,  who  was  on  his  way  with  a  thoufand 
men  from  New  Hampflure  ?md  Maflachiifets  to  join 
the  provincial  army  under  Schuyler,  hearing  of 
pefMtat  Baum's  expedition  to  Bennington,  turned  afide 
p^iofttim.  ^^  fecond  the  efforts  of  Warner,  who  commanded' 
the  provincials  at  that  place,  On  the  i6th  of 
Augufl:,  the  Americans  furrounde^  Baum,  who,, 
though  he  made  a  jgallant  rpfiftance,  was  over- 

♦  So  fooliflily  attached  were  they  to  forms  of  difciplinCy  that 
in  marching  through  thiekets  they  ttoppcd  ten  times  in  an  hour, 
$9  drejs  their  rt^h,      Sw  Stedman,  voL  i*  p.  332. 
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flowered  by  numbers  *9himfelf  mortally  woxmded,^  c  h.a  p, 
and  his  troops  put  to  the'  route.      Elated  with   ^^^^^ 
their  vidory,  the  provincials  marched  to  attack-      '777. 
Breyman,  who,  ignorant  of  Baum's  defeat,  was* 
advsmcing  to  his  ailiftance.     Breyman  had  juft 
met  fome  fugitives  from  Baum's  detachment,  when 
the  Americans,  before  he  had  time  to  order  a  re- 
treat, fell  upon  his  troops  :  he  made  a  very  valiant 
defence,  but  was  at  lad  compelled  to  retye.    The 
lofs    of  the   royalifts  in  both  battles  amounted 
to  fix  hundred  men :   this   firft  material  check 
which  the  king's  troops,  fuffered  is  imputed  to 
Ae  employment  of   Germans  on  a  fervice   re- 
quiring  rapid  expedition,    and   to  the  fmallnefs 
of  their  number. 

Colonel  St.  Leger  inverted  fort  Stanwix,  a  fmall  f'V  ?^ 
fort,  defended  by  feven  hundred  men.  On  the  3d 
of  Auguft,  being  informed  that  a  thoufand  provin- 
cials were  marching  to  its  relief,  the  Britifh  leader 
difpatched  fir  John  Johnfon,  with  a  party  of  regulars 
and  a  great  number  of  favages,  to  lie  in  ambuih  in 
Ae  woods :  the  ftratagem  fucceeded,  the  provincials 
were  unexpc&edly  attacked  on  all  fides  by  the  fire 
of  the  Britifli  troops,  and  the  tomahawks  of -the 
Indians.  Having  made  a  very  brave  refiftance,  after 
}ofing  half  their  number,  the  remainder  were 
^enabled  to  retreat  with  fome  degree  of  order.  Mean- 
while the  befieged,  being  apprized  that  the  artillery. 
cf  their  afikilants  was  too  light  to  make  any  impref«  1 

Son  on  the  fort,  and  being  well  fupplied  with  provi^  j 

^pns^  rejeifted  every  overture  to  ipduce  them  ,to  ' 

J*  jSt€flm^,  P-353*    * 

furrender. 
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^  x».^  fttlmttidtfr.  Amaiibdbiigmgto  thefi»^  pvetettdtsg- 
w^v^^^  to  be  af  ddleiter,  came  to  the  Britifh  camp,  and  told 
•^77-  St,  Leger  that  Arnold  was  adrancing^iith  two  thou- 
faad  men,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,,  tb  proted  the 
ftnrty  and  that  general  Burgoyne'a  army  had  beest 
cut  to  pieces.  This  account  made  little  impreflioa ' 
on  the  colonel,  but  pimluced  an  immediate  effied  oit 
die  (avageSy  of  whom  a  large  party  inftantly  left 
the  camp»  and  the  reft  threatened  to  foUetw  if  the 
h  nikd,  Britifh  commander  would  not  begin  to  retre^.  St. 
Leger  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  eoterprife,  and 
to  retreat  precipitately,  with  the  I0&  of  his  artillery* 
and  (lores.  The  fuiure  of  this  undertaking  fo  fooa 
after  the  defeat  at  Bennington,  damped  the  fpiritfr 
of  the  royal  army,  and  elated  the  Ammcans.  The 
condu£k  of  thck  favage  auxiliaries  was  extremely 
prejudicial  to  the  Britifh  intereft.  Theadmonidonsof 
Burgoyne  had  little  more  tSe&  on  thefe  murderous 
tribes,  than  if  lectures  on  humanity-  had  been  ad* 
drefled  tothetigers  of  Hindoftan;  and,  indeed,  the 
expedadons  of  miidnefs  were  as  reafonable  from 
habitual  butchery  as  from  inilin£liva  ferocity :  the 
barbarities  of  the  Indians,  like  thofe  of  thdr  four-- 
footed brethren,  were  totally  indifcriminate ;  loyal«- 
ilia  and  revolto^,  if  they  came  into  th?  power  o£ 
the  favages,  experienced  the  fame  fate.  An.  in^ 
fiance  of  cruelty  which  happened  about,  this  time 
was  peculiarly  afili^ng :  Mr,  Jones,  an  of&cerin  the 
Britifh  fervice^  had  paid  his  addrefTes  to  the  daugh^ 
ter  of  an  American  loyalift,  a  young  lady  in  the 
bloom  of  youthful  beauty  2  fhe  liftened  to  his  fuit, 
and  confented  to  become  his  bride.  Anxious  for 
her  fafety,  he  offered-  to  reward  with  a  barrel  of 

rum 
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nm  zoy,  perfon  ^ho  ikou}d  efcort  hex  from  ban  c  »  a  pi 
fether'a  hpufe  to  a  place  vfher^  he  waa^  hirafelf  ta  -^^^^ 
meet  her,  an4  that  very,  day  receive  her  hand.  Two  1777- 
Indiana  undertook  thetaCk^  and  hadconduded  hen 
iiear  tbe.^pointedifpot,  vfhsa  a  difpute  arofe  betiiveea 
them^  wfaich>  ihould.  prefeni  the  lady  to  her  lover. 
Both  v^re,  eager  for  the  reward,  and  the  one,  to 
prevent  the  other  from  receiving  it,,  murdered  the 
blooming  iunocent,  maiden,;,  and  the  youth,  inftead 
of  hia  beloved  bride,  found  a  mangled  corpfe.  This 
and  otheripftances^  of  atrocity  inflamed  the^  American 
people  :  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians,  and  the  caufe  iu 
v^ch  they  were,  engaged^  were  aflbciated  together, 
afid  prefented  in  one  view  to  the  aiai;med  inhabitants. 
They,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  draw  forth  the  mili- 
tia in^fupport  of  American  independence,  jRrongly. 
expreCed  their  ex^rations  of  ^  the  army  which  fub^ 
mitted  to  accept  of  Indian  aid,  and  they  loudly  con- 
demiMd  that  government  wbiich  could  call  fuch  au2ci- 
liaiies  into  a;  civil  conteft,  as  were  calculated  not  to 
fubdoe,  but:  to  exterminate,  a  people  whom  they  af- 
fofked  to  reclaim  as  fubjefls.  Their  cruel  mode  of 
warfare^  by  putting  to  death,  as  well  the  helpkfs 
in£mt^nd'defencelcfs  female,  as  the  refifting  armed- 
n^aii,  excited  an  univerfal  fpirit  of  refinance.  In 
Conjunaaou  with  other  circumftances,  it  impreffed 
on  the  minds  of  th^inhabitants  a  general  con  virion, 
tba*  a  vigorous  determined  oppofition  wa«  the  oixly 
alternative,  for  the  prefervadon  of  their  property » 
their  children^  and  their-  wives.  Could  they  have^ 
indulged  .the;  hope  of  fequrity  and  .proteSion  while 
they  rcniained  peaceably  at  their  homes,  they  would 
bave  found  many  e2u:uife8  for  declining  to  ailume 

the 
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CHAP,  the  profeffion  of  foldiers ;  but  when  they  contraft- 
w**^.i^  ed  the  dangers  of  a  manly  refiftance  with  thofe  of 
»777*  a  paflive  inaftion,  they  chofe  the  former  as  the  leaft 
of  two  unavoidable  evils*  All  the  feeble  aid  which 
the  royal  anriy  received  from  their  Indian  auxili- 
aries was  infinitely  overbalanced  by  the  odium  it 
brought  on  their  caufe,  and  by  that  determined 
fpirit  of  oppofition  which  the  dread  of  favage 
cruelties  excited  ♦•  In  the  command  of  the 
American  army  a  change  took  place  which  proved 
fatal  to  the  royal  interefts ;  general  Gates  was 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern 
forces.  The  Bridfh  commander  having  by 
great  induftry  collefted  about  thirty  days  provi- 
iions  and  conftru^led  a  bridge  of  boats,  on  the '14th 
of  September  croffed  the  river,  and  occupied 'the 
heights  of  Saratoga,  about  thirty  miles  from  AlbSany. 
Thence  the  army  fet  forward  in*  a  fouthem  eourfe  ; 
but  the  march  was  obftru£ted  by.#the  difficulties  of 
the  road  which  the  rains  had  almoft  rendered  im- 
paflable,  and  retarded  by  a  great  train  of  artillery, 
which  required  frequent  conftrudion  of  bridges. 
B»ttie  with  On  the  1 9th  of  September  they  arrived  at  Stillwater, 
Gate*  at  whcre  the  enemy  were  encamped  ;  the  right  wing 
was  commanded  by  general  Burgoyne,  and  covered 
by  general  Frafer,with  the  grenadiers  and  light  in- 
fantry ;  the  left  by  generals  Philips  and  Reidefeh 
The  enemy  attempted  to  turn  the  right  wing  of  the* 
king's  troops,  and  attack  them  in  the  rear  ;  Frafer 
with  his  brigade  holding  the  extreme  pofition  on 
that  fide,  perceived  their  defign,  and  prevented  its  ex* 

♦  Ramfay,  vol,  li.  Pv38^ 
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ecution.  Changing  them  fituation,  they  attacked  the  c  h  a  p^ 
Britifh  line  in  front  of  the  right  divifion  :  the  bat-  \«*-.s^-^ 
•tie  began  at  three  o'  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and      »^77* 
continued  till  after  funfet.     The  right  wing  only  of 
our  army  was  completely  engaged  :  the  twentieth, 
twenty-firft,   and  fixty-fecond  regiments  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  battle  with  the  moft  intrepid  finnnefs 
and  enterprifing  courage ;  they  were  very  hardly 
preffed,  when  major-general  Philips  found  means  to 
fend  artillery  through  a  thick  wood,  which  fupported 
and  aided  their  efforts.     The  twenty-fourth  regi- 
ment, with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  alfo 
came  forward  to  affift  their  fellow-foldiers.     The 
Americans  fought  with  no  lefs  coolnefs,  valour,  and 
fldll :  at  laft,  they  left  the  Britifii  army  in  poffeffion 
of  the  field :  the  lofs  on  each  fide  amounted  to 
about  fix  hundred  men.     Though  our  troops  re-  Diftreffed 
mained  mafters  of  the  fcene  of  aaion,-yet  the  battle  B^rgoyne^s 
of  Stillwater  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  their  *™^' 
ultimate  fuccefs  ;  they  were  far  advanced  in  an  ene- 
..^ny's  country ;    their  numbers   were  diminifliing, 
without  the  means  of  reinforcement ;  their  provi- 
fions  were  fufEcient  only  for  a  temporary  fupply  ;  the 
army  of  the  enemy  was  daily  increafing,  and  Jis  it 
grew  In  force,  it  became  the  ^abler  to  prevent  our 
troops  from  fuccefsful  foraging.    The  favages  fhew- 
cd  an  inclination  to  leave  the  Britifli,  from  the  time 
the  hopes  of  plunder  were  difappointed ;    and  it 
was  apprehended  they  would  become  enemies,  as 
well  as   deferters:  a  few   days  after,  the  Indians  DeftrtSonof 
aftually  left  the  Britifh  camp.     Burgoyne  had  ;^.  ti^ii»4i«n,, 
vanced  in  conformity   to  the  minifter's   plan,  in 
expedation  of  ai^ftance  from  generals  Clinton  and 

.  Howe. 
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CHAP.  Howe.  The  ezpeaed  aid  had  fiadled ;  and  without  hf 
kJ^!^^  the  projed  was  no  longer  pradidible.    Before  Hiflt 
«777-      -was  an  enemy  already  ftrong,  and  colIefUng  new 
Arcngth,  in  a  country  abounding  with  difficulties  : 
'  the  only  means  of  faving  himfelf  and  his  troops  there- 
fore from  deftniftion  appeared  to  be  a  retreat.    Ge- 
nerals Gates  and  Arnold,  well  informed  of  Burgoyne's 
embarraiTment,  projeded  his  interception.   For  that 
4>urpofe  they  fent  an  expedition  linder  colbiid-Browtt, 
who,   from  his   aftivity    and  knowledge  of    the 
country,  turned  the  Britilh  rear,  arrived  at  lake 
George,  and  furprifed  and  took  boats  that  were  con- 
veying provifions  to  our  troops.  Burgoyne  began  his 
retreat  towards  Saratoga :  his  difficulties  were  ac- 
cumulating ;  his  army  did  not  cxceed-five  thoufand 
men;  their  ftores  were  almoft  exhauj^ed;  and  a  frefh 
fupply  being  cut  off,  he  was  obliged  to  reftrift  his 
foldiers  to  a  reduced  allowance.    The  enemy  had 
augmented  their  forces,  and  nearly  furrounded  him 
on  all  fides ;  it  was  neceffary  to  diflodge  them  before 
it  would  bepoffible  to  return  to  the  lakes.  To  effefl: 
this  purpofe,  on  the  7th  of  O&ober  he  headed  fif- 
teen hundred  men  himfelf,  accompanied  by  generals 
Reidefel,  Philips,  and  Frafer.    This  body  had  ar- 
rived within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments,  when  a  furious  attack  was  made  by  the 
Americans  on  the  left  wing  and  centre  of  the  royal 
army.     Major  Auckland,  commanding  the  grena- 
diers, fuftained  their  firft  onfet  with  great  rdblu- 
tion  ;  but  their  numbers  foon  enabled  the  enemy  to 
extend  their  attack  along  the  whole  line.  The  right 
had  not  yet  been  engaged ;  but  the  eneniy  moving 
round  to  prevent  a  retreat,  the  light  infantry  and 
7  twenty. 
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twenty-fourth  regiment  iiiftantly  formed  to  defeat  chap, 
their  purpofe.  Meanwhflc  the  Jeft  i^g,  nearly  ©Ver-  ^ 
J)owered  by  numbers,  .atten^rted  to  retire,  and  was 
on  the  point  t)f  bemg  ov^erwhehned,   when  the 
corps  fent  to  the  afliftance  of  the  right,  divifion  ra- 
pidly  chasnging  their  Tnovement,  endeavoured  to  fe- 
cure  the  left  from  impending  tieftruSiou,  by  which 
timely  aid  they  at  laft  made  good  their  retreat  to 
the  camp*  .  fhe  right  was  alfo  compelfed  to  retire, 
•with  the  lofs  of  many  men  and  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  the  Americans  attempted  to  force  the 
intrenchments  ;  on  that  fide  the  engagement  was  a 
long  time  doubtful,  but  Arnold  being  wounded, 
the  provincials  were  repulfed.     On  the  left  wing  of 
the  camp,  the  American  attack  was  more  fuccefsful : 
they  carried,  fword  in  hand,  the  lines  which  were 
defended  by  colonel  Breyman  and  the  German 
troops,  and  alfo  took  the  baggage,  ftbres,  and  ar- 
tillery.   In  this  battle,  among  the  flain  were  colonel 
Breyman  and  general  Frafer  ^  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  officers  were  killed  or  wounded  on  both 
fides.   During  the  night,  the  general,  aware  thjit  in 
>  his  prefent  pofition  the  enemy  would  in  the  morn- 
ing renew  the  battle  with  almoft  certain  fuccefs, 
changed  his  pofition  with  his  whole  army,  and  oc- 
cupied a  very  ftrong  poll.     Convinced  that  nothing 
kfs  than  a  decifivdy  fuccefsful  adion  could  extri- 
cate him  from  his  difficulties,  the  next  day,  from  his 
advantageous  ground,  he  offered  the  enemy  battle. 
The  provincials,  however,  were  projefting  meafures 
much  fafer  to  themfelv^,  and  no  lefs  dangerous  to 
their  adverfarics.    They  advanced  ftrong  bodies  ot 
troops  beyo&d^arg(^?i«'a  ri^^  with  a  view  to  in- 
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clofe  his  army.  Burgoyne,  perceiving  this  dperak 
tion,  refolved  tt>  haften  his  retreat  to  Saratoga } 
and  accordingly,  during  that  night,  began  hk  marcb« 
He  did  not  reach  Saratoga  till  the  loth  ;  there  he 
found  the  pafles  before  him  fecured  by  the  enemy, 
the  fliores  of  the  river  lined  with  troops,  and  the 
whole  navigation  entirely  in  their  power%  He  at- 
tempted to  retreat  to  fort  George,  to  make  a  rapid 
march  along  the  weftem  bank  of  the  river,  and  crofs 
by  the  ford  at  fort  St.  Edwards,  but  received  in- 
telligence that  both  the  fort  and  road  were  befet  by 
the  enemy.  The  condition  of  the  Britifh  army  was 
now  moft  deplorable :  worn  down  by  incellant  ex- 
ertion and  obflinate  conteft,  difappointed  of  expefted 
aid,  in  their  diilrefs  deferted  by  their  auxiliaries, 
compelled  to  abandon  their  objeft  without  any  pro- 
fpeft  of  a  fafe  retreat,  with  their  numbers  reduced 
from  eight  thoufand  to  three  thoufand  five  hundred^ 
their  provifion  exhaufted,  furrounded  by  an  army 
four  times  their  number,  and,  expofed  to  continual 
cannonade,  fail  leifening  their  before  impaired 
force  *.  This  difmal  fituation  they  bore  with  the 
conftancy  of  Britifli  foldiers ;  they  eagerly  wiflied 
for  a  battle  to  extricate  themfelves,  or  die  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  but  this  alternative  the  enemy  would  not 
afford. 

On  the  13th  of  Oftober,  Burgoyne,  feeing  every 
hope  of  relief  vaniflied,  took  an  exaflt  account  of 
provifions,'and  foimd  there  was  fubfiftence  only  for 
five  days.  He  called  a  council  of  war,  and  that  he 
might  obtain  the  fenfe  of  the  army  as  generally  as 
l^ffibie,  with  the  higher  officers  were  included  thtf 


*  StedAaiJ,  Aodpewsi  aii4  Rdmhy^ 


captains. 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IH.  44ft 


captains*  The  refult  was,  an  unanlmou^  determina- 
tion to  open  a  treaty  with  general  Gates.  That  very 
night,  at  nine  o'clock,  a  meflenger  was  difpatched 
to  the  enemy's  camp,  and  the  next  morning  was 
appointed  for  commencing  the  negotiation.  The 
Britifli  army,  equally  incapable  of  fubfifling  in  its 
prefent  fituation,  or  making  its  way  to  a  better,  lay 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  The  terms  prof- 
fered in  thofe  circumftances  were  very  moderate:  be- 
fides  the  articles  that  related  to  the  maintenance  and 
accommodation  of  the  army  on  its  way  to  Bofton, 
the  principal  conditions  were,  that  the  troops  Ihould 
be  allowed  to  march  out  of  the  camp  with  all  the 
honours  of  war,  to  a  fixed  place  where  they  were 
to  depofit  their  arms,  and  to  fail  from  Bofton  to  Eu- 
rope, on  a  promife  not  to  ferve  again  in  America 
during  the  prefent  war ;  the  baggage  was  not  to  be 
fearched  or  molefted,  but  private  property  was 
to  be  held  facred  ;  all  perfons  of  whatever  country 
were  to  be  included  in  the  capitulation,  and  the 
Canadians  to  be  returned^  to  their  own  countiy, 
fubjed  to  the  conditions  of  the  convention.  On 
this  melancholy  occafion,  general  Gates  condudled 
himfelf  with  the  greateft  humanity  and  geuerofity, 
and  not  only  treated  the  wounded  with  the  moft  feel- 
ing care  and  kindnefs,  but  was  fo  confiderately  be* 
nevolent,  that  when  the  Britifh  were  laying  down 
their  arms,  he  would  fuSer  none  of  his  foldiers  to 
be  prefent  at  fo  mortifying  an  operation. 

Such  was  the  conclufion  of  Burgoyne's  expedition, 

from  which  the  moft  important  advantages  had  been 

prediftfed  by  minifters  an^  their  fupporters.    So  un* 

(oward  an  iflfue  in  the  u&al  courfe  of  human  opi- 
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^  XIX  ^*  ^^ns  produced  charges  of  erroneous  judgment,  ill* 
^^^^""^  digefled  plans,  inadequate  preparations,  and  unfkil- 
'777-      foi  condud.    The  train  of  artillery,  it  was  faid, 
that  Burgoyne  carried  with  him,  wis  fuperfluous, 
and  retarded  movements,  the  fuccefs  of  which  de- 
pended on  a  rapidity  that  fhould  have  given  the  ene- 
my no  time  to  colledb  an  oppofing  force.    Neither 
horfes  nor  carriages  were  provided  until  the  army- 
was  ready  to  take  the  field  ;  and  this  circumftance 
detaining  the  forces  too  long  at  fort  Edward,  was 
ultimately  one  caufe  of  the  difafter  at  Bennington, 
y     the  prelude  of  greater  misfortunes.     After  the  fail- 
ure at  Bennington  and  fort  Stanwix,  it  was  urged, 
that  Burgoyne  ought  to  have  abandoned  the  projddr 
of  peneti-ating  to  Albany,  and  by  no  means  to  have 
xrofled  the  Hudfon  :  he  fhould  have  fecured  himfelf 
at  fort  Ed  ward,  where,  according  to  the  co-operation 
which  he  received  from  the  foutb,  he  might  have  ei- 
ther advanced,  or  retreated  to  Canada.    Thefe  cen- 
fures  of  Burgoyne,  if  juft,  refl  entirely  on  his  judg- 
ment  and  fkill,  and  thus  ultimately  fall  upon  the  dif- 
cemment  of  the  miniflers  from  whom  he  received  his 
appointment.  There  was  no  charge  of  neglefting  ob- 
vious opportunities,  remitting  perfonal  eflForts,  relax- 
ing military  difcipline,  or  facrificing  profeffional  duty 
to  pleafurable  indulgenee.    If  the  failure  of  an  expe- 
dition  proceeded  from  want  of  fkill  in  the  com- 
mander' in  chief,  the  obvious  queflion  is,  why  was 
a  perfon  employed,  who,  neither  by  any  particular' 
aft,  nor  his  general  charafter,  had  difcovered  fuf- 
ficient  military  abilities  for  condufting  fo  important 
ah  undertaking  ? 

t^     '  While' 
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While  the  political .  counfels  of  England  pro- 
duced war  with  her'  colonies,  and  military  opera- 
tions proved  either  inefficient  or  deftruQive,  the 
ftate  of  Ireland  was  by  no  means  tranquil.  The 
oftennial  aft,  as  a  cote'mporary  hiftorian  obferves, 
was  no  longer  an  objeft  of  exultation  thaa  while 
it  was  recent  *.  The  great  expences  attending  elec- 
tions were  feverely  felt ;  the  conftant  refidence  of 
the  lord  lieutenant,  which  now  firft  became  a  part 
of  his  duty^  gave  offence  to  many,  who  found  their 
power  and  influence  diminifhed,  and  a  ftrong  oppo- 
fition  was  fpeedily  formed.  Government  propofed 
a  very  confiderable  addition  to  tfie  military  eftablifh- 
ment,  and,  through  the  influence  of  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, a  bill  to  that  effeft,  after  violent  contefts, 
was  pafled  into  a  law :  but  the  oppofition  was  power- 
ful ;  their  arguments  making  a  deep  impreflion  on' 
the  people,  increafed  the  difcontents ;  and  the 
exertions  of  the  anti-minifterial  party  foon  proved 
fuccefsful  in  the  parliament  itfelf. 

From  the  fettlement  of  Ireland  by  king  William, 
money-bills  had  originated  in  the  privy  council,  by 
whom  they  were  propofed  to  the  commons.  Agree- 
ably  to  this  ufage,  in  November  1769,  minifters 
framed  a  bill  for  a  fupply,  and  havipg  introduced  it 
into  the  houfe,  their  opponents  reprobated  the  pro- 
pofition  as  trenching  on  the  rights  of  the  national 
,  reprefentatives.  The  court  party  quoted  precedent, 
while  their  adverfaries  afferted  the  principles  of  the 
conflitution  :  the  popular  champions  prevailed,  and 
the  bill  was  rejefted.  To  demonftrate  that  they  were 
aduated  by  a  regard  fo^:  their  rights,  and  not  by 
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parfimony,  the  commons  granted  an  aid  much 
greater  than  had  been  required  ;  inftead  of  a  fupply 
'7^^'  for  three  months  which  minifters  had  propofed,  they 
provided  a  proportionable  amount  for  two  years. 
The  liberality  of  the  grant  did  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  viceroy,  compenfate  the  deviation  from  the 
cuftomary  mode.  Regarding  precedent  as  law,  in 
a  fpeech  to  the  houfts  he  contended  tlmt  the  pro- 
cedure had  violated  the  juft  riglits  of  the  crown,  and 
protefted  againft  the  claim  of  the  commons  to  the 
origination  of  money-bills  ;  but  finding  that  the  de- 
legates of  the  people  were  not  to  be  fwayed  by  his 
Prorrtgitica  aflevcrations  contr?jry  to  their  own  judgment  and 
will,  Townfhend  prorogued  parliament. 


The  prorogauon  of  the  national  council  foon  after 
the  commencement  of  its  deliberations,  and  on  ac- 
count of  an  affertion  of  conftitutional  right,  rapidly 
and  widely  augmented  dilTatisfaftion,     The  popular 
leaders  employed    the    rccefs  in  increafing   their 
ftrength,  concerting  plans,  and  confolidating  efforts. 
Sniftfrur^  Unity  of  charafter  exhibited  internal  evidence,  fuf- 
T«''€y         ficient  to  evince  that  the  fame  heads  and  hearts 
j^iMd,        which  adminiftered  the  affairs  of  Britain,  directed 
the  government  of  Ireland  :    in  the  cbunfels   of 
rulers  were  to  be  feen  the  general  caufes  which,  in 
other  operations,  we  have  been  Contemplating ; — 
weaknefs  of  conduct  exemplified  in  fluQuating  and 
inconfiftent  hieafures,  and  a  defultory  alternation  of 
precipitate  violence  and  conciliatory  attempt.     Ac- 
tuated by  refentment,  the  counfellors  of  the  king 
deprived  of  their  offices  two  of  the  mofl  power- 
ful favourites  of  the  people,  Lord  Shannon  and  Mr. 
Ponfonby,  and  thereby  drove  them  to  the  antimi- 
Longreccfs.   niftcrial  fide.     During  the  whole  year  1770,  the 

parliament 


REIGN    OF    GEORGE    III.  453 

parliament  did  not  meet,  and  the  public  dlflatisfac-    chap. 
tion  continued  to  ferment.     Early  in  the  following    y^,.^.^ 
year,  government  eflayed  a  conciliatory  experiment :       ^777- 
parliament  was  affembled,  and  addreifed  by  the  vice- 
roy in  a  mild  and  foothing  fpeech.     Meafures,  he 
faixi,  were  adopted  and  carried  into  execution  for 
promoting  the  manufaftures  and  trade  of  the  king- 
dom ;  through  the  ceconomy  of  government  no  new 
aids  would  be  required,  and  every  thing  augured 
profperity  to   Ireland,    if  harmony  in  the   fenate 
permitted  them  to  devife  the-beft  meafures  for  fti- 
mulating  the  induftry  of  the  people.     This  attempt 
to  atone  by  general  profeffions  of  good-will  for  fpe- 
cific  violence,  was  not  fuccefsful ;  no  mention  being 
made  of  the  prorogation  of  parliament  and  its  caufe, 
the  four.ce  of  popular  difcontent  ftill  remained.  The   vioienw 
vehement  ardour  of  the  Irifh  character  burft  forth    vcmmtnt. 
in  outrage  againfl:  government  and  its  adherents  :  a 
mob  armed  with  clubs  and  cutlaffes  furrounded  the 
parliament  houfe,    attempted   to  impofe  ati   oath 
upon  minifterial  members,   and  proceeded  to  fuch 
violence 'as  required  military  force  to  reprefs.     In 
parliament,  oppofition  was  powerful  and  ftrenuous  j 
inflead  of  agreeing  to  the  addrefs,.  they  propofed  an 
amendment,  reprobating  the  general  fyftem  of  admi- 
niftration,  and  defiring  the  recal  of  the  lord  lieute- 
,  liant.     Though  this  propofition  was  negatived,  yet 
the  antiminifterial  party  was  formidable  by  rank 
and  talents,  and  fupported  by  the  voice  of  the  coun- 
try ;  a  fupply  of  money  not  being  wanted,  the 
chief  fubjea  of  contention  was  dormant,    and  the 
fefiion  was  ihort  and  unimportant.      During  t^P 
recefs  the  difcontents  continued  to  glow,  while  po 
G  g  3  pul: 
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CHAP,  pular  writers  fenned  the  flame,  and  the  Irilh  be- 
._^^-^  came  more  violently  incenfed  againft  the  minifte- 
1777.  rial  party,  efpedally  the  lord  lieutenant.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  parliament  was  again  af- 
fembled.  The  viceroy  opened  it  with  a  fpeech, 
which  was  feverely  reprobated  in  both  houfes.  In 
the  peers,  the  duke  of  Leinfter  and  lord  Moira  very 
ftrongly  reprefented  the  diftreffed  and  difcontented 
ftate  of  the  country,  and  imputed  it  to  the  viceroy.* 
The  fame  arguments  were  fupported  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  with  fuch  ibrce  and  effe£t  that  govern- 
ment  carried  the  addrefs  by  a  majority  of  only  five. 
Popoiarptf.  On  the  grand  queftion  of  a  money-bill,  the  popular 
HoutVn  pTr-  party  proved  viftorious.  The  commons  framed  a 
propofition  of  fupply,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
lords.  The  lord  lieutenant  fent  the  bill  to  England, 
whence  it  was  returned  with  three  material  altera- 
tions by  the  Britifh  council.  The  commons  of  Ire- 
land iaw  that  the  amendments  were  in  themfelves 
expedient,  but  indignantly  reprobated  their  origina- 
^on.  A  debate  enfued,  of  that  animated  eloquence 
which  generous  breads  pour  out  on  queftions  con- 
cerning their  freedom.  Operating  on  the  fpirit  of 
patriotifm,  the  popular  fpeeches  were  fo  impreffive, 
that  in  favour  of  miniftry  there  was  not  even  a  di- 
vifion  ;  and  thus  the  vigorous  eflforts  of  the  votaries 
of  liberty  flill  farther  approximated  the  conftitution 
of  Ireland  to  the  conftitution  of  Britain,  by  afcertain^ 
ing  that  the  contributions  of  the  people  mufl  origin 
nate  with  the  commiflioners  chofen  by  the  peoplp. 
Ireland  had  long  been  the  fource  of  donatives  to 
the  creatures  of  adminiflration  not  only  connefted 
with  herfelf  but  belonging  to  Britain  j  and  many 

penfions 
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penfions  on  the  Irifh  eftablifliment  were  beftowed  chap. 
on  perfons  from  whom  no  benefit  appeared  to  the  ^^,.„^.^^ 
Irifh  themfelves  to  have  accrued  to  their  country.       '777- 
The  reafon  frequently  alleged  by  government  for 
fuch  grants  was,  that  the  receivers  or  their  connec- 
tions .had  been  beneficial  to  the  whole  empire,  and 
confequently  to  Ireland  as  well  as  every  other  part. 
The  Irifh  patriots,  in  a  great  number  of  inftances, 
denied  this  allegation,  and  affirmed  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  fums  paid  for  Irifh  penfions  was  without 
.any  adequate  advantage  to  their  ifland,  or  indeed 
to  Britain.     This  objeftion  they  in   a  certain  de- 
gree extended   to   placemen  :    various  holders  of 
nominal  offices  with  real  falaries,  receiving  their 
emoluments  from  Ireland,  refided  in  England  ;  the 
popular  advocates  alleged  that  perfons  fo  circum- 
ftanced  were  mere  penfioners  under  another  name* 
About  this  time  the  cuftoms  and  excife  wdre  placed 
under  different  boards,  in  confequence  of  which 
there  was  a  great  increafe  of  revenue  officers.    Op- 
pofition  propofed  a  refolution  for  expreffing  a  dif- 
approbation  of  the  change  :  objefting  to  this  motion, 
uiinifters  contended  that  the  alteration  was  extremely 
beneficial   in  preventing  frauds  and  depredations. 
Their  adverfaries  replied,  that  many  of  the  perfons 
who  were  nominated  officers  under  thefe  boards 
and  received  falaries,  aftually  refided  in  England, 
and   contended  that    perfons  refident    in  Britain, 
could  not  prevent  contraband  trade  in  Ireland  *. 
Thefe  arguments  appearing  to  a  majority  not  \yith- 
out«weight,  the  refolution  was  carried,  and  though 

*  Sec.  Iriih  Parliamcfitary  Reports.     , 

G  g  4  inefficient 
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CHAP,  inefficient  as  to  any  lepflatlve  purpofe,  manifefted 
v^^,-^  the  difpofition  of  the  commons  to  confine  grants 
1777.       vnitdn  the  bounds  of  utiKty,  without  allowmg  reins 
to  miniilerial  largefles.     While  patriotic  fenators 
endeavoured  to  free  the  country  from  ufelefs  in- 
cumbrances, ignorant  barbarians  carried  diffatisfac- 
tion  to  turbulent  outrage:  a  banditti,  aflTociating 
under  the  name  of  hearts  of  JleeU  perpetrated  hor- 
rid atrocities,  and  alarmed  the  whole  country  dur- 
ing many  months.   The  intervention  of  the  mili- 
tary ftrength  reftrained,  but  did  not  totally  fupprefs 
defperadoes. 
j^  Such  was  the  ftate  of  Ireland  in  Oftober  1772, 

b^SuSf   when  lord  Townfhend  was  recalled,  and  lord  Har- 
Mdiiiccaed.  court    appointed    viceroy.      This    nobleman   was 
Hwcauffc     individually  very  popular  among  the  Irifh  ;  bqt 
the  difcontents  ftill  prevailed,  and  when  the  con- 
E/Rai  df     teft  with  the  colonies  came  to  a  crifis,  Irifh  dif- 
ianwXft    fatisfaftiori  raged  with  augmented  fiiry.     The  dif- 
^  ireiaoii.    putes  betwceu  the  popular  party  and  adminiftration 
in  Ireland,  naturally  excited  in  the  filler  kingdom  a 
very  warm  intereft  concerning  their  American  fel- 
low-fubjefts,  whom  the  difcontcnted  in  Ireland  re- 
garded  as  labouring  under  a  fimilar  oppreflion  with 
the  grievances  of  which  they  themfelves  complained. 
They  confidered  the  Britifh  government  propofing  to 
render  both  Ireland  and  America  mere  provinces  of 
Britain.    Thefe  fentiments  were  eagerly  promoted 
by  American  agents,   who  reprefented  Ireland  as 
toiling,  that  England  might  wallow  in  luxury ;  the 
labours  and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  like  thofe  of 
the  filk-vrorm,  were  of  little  moment  to  herfelf,  ancj 
fcrved  only  to  decorate  the  idlct    Sijch  fuggeftions 

exa^ly 
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'eXaSly  coinciding  with  their  own  notions^  deeply  chap. 
impreffed    the  Irifli,  who  'obferved    the   various   v.^!!^^ 
fchcmes  of  American  policy,  military  efforts,  and      »777. 
turns  of  fortune,  with  an  anxiety  almoft  fympathetic : 
of  the  people  of  all  ranks,  a  much  greater  proportion 
in  Ireland  were  friendly  to  the  colonies,  than  in  Eng- 
land.    Great  numbers  appeared  ripe  for  even  imi* 
tating  the  example  of  the  revolted  provinces  ;  but 
the  wifdom  of  Harcourt  avoiding  the  infatuation  of 
^Britifli  minifters,  employed  moderation  without  ti- 
midity, and  firmnefs  unmixed  with  violence.     Pro^  wife  go* 
ceeding  in  a  courfe  drreftly  oppofite  to  that  which  h'^Z^"^ 
lord  North  and  his  co-adjutors  followed,  he  pro- 
duced totally  contrary  effefts ;    while  they  loft 
America,  he  faved  Ireland.     Diffatisfadion  indeed 
continued,  but  from  the  time  of  his  government 
the  objedl  of  the  difaffefted  was  not  feparation  from 
Britain,  but  a  participation  of  benefits  through  a 
x:lofer  connexion.     At  the  period  to  which  the  hit 
tory  has  reached,  the  principal  fubjeft  of  complaint 
among  the  Iriih  was  the  reftridions  under  which 
their  manufadures  and  trade  laboured,  from  the 
illiberal  and  impolitic  fyftem  of  Britifh  monopoly  *• 

During  the  firft  fevcnteen  years  of  the  prefent  stiteof 
reign,  Scotland  made  confiderable  advances  in 
various  departments  of  induftry  and  improvement. 
Her  progrefs,  however,  was  fuch  as  rather  to  afford 
materials  of  refledion  to  the  philoTophical  contem<* 
plator  of  general  refults,  thaii  remarkable  events  for 
fhe  recording  pen  of  the  hiflorian.  The  acqtiire- 
^ents  of  Scotland  doubtlefs  were  originally  owing 

*  See  Wealth  of  Nations,  paSm. 

to 


the  union. 
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to  the  ability,  virtue,  and  enterprife  of  her  people^ 
but  favourable  incidents  and  meafures  tended 
1777-  powerfully  to  call  her  energies  into  effe&ual  action. 
Effeat  of  The  prime  fource  of  the  benefits  which  poured  upon 
Scotland  during  the  later  periods  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  was  the  union ;  hence  arofe  her  commerce 
and  her  manufa£bures,  or  rather  her  accefs  to 
commerce,  and  excitement  to  manufactures*  Scot- 
land was  not  locally  more  diftant  fh>m'the  fcenes 
of  valuable  trade  than  England,  but  fhe  wanted.^ 
i^aval  force  to  proteft  her  traffic,  and  fecurity  to 
her  naudcal  enterprife  fhe  derived  from  the  navy 
of  England.  When  the  interefts  of  the  poorer 
country,  were  identified  with  the  interefls  of  the 
richer,  the  former  became  opulent  through  her 
charaderiftic  induftry  and  perfeverance,  while  her 
exertions  were  beneficial  to  her  partner  as  well  as 
herfelf.  The  able  and  ikilful  capitalifl^  and  the 
able  and  ikilful  adventurer,  thus  acting  in  concert^ 
promoted  rec^rocal  and  mutual  benefit.  If  partidpar 
don  of  Englifh  trade  brought  riches  to  Glafgow  and 
Edinburgh,  Perth  and  Dundee,  Montrofe  zad  Aber- 
deen, the  demands  of  thefe  cities,  and  the  appendant 
towns  and  diflrids,  enlarged  the  call  for  the  pro- 
du^ve  l3bour  of  England ;  and  the  advantages  wera 
interchanged  by  action  and  re-adion.  Time  mufl 
^lapfe  before,  in  a  new  fyftem,  beneficial  caufes 
produce  a  correfpondent  effed:  the  union  very 
early  evinced  its  benefits  to  the  Scottifh  nation*  *  ( 

•  Infomuch  that  in  the  rebellion  17 15,  its  vehement  oppo- 
nents, the  Jacobitcsy  ftipulated  With^ttie  Pretender  adherence 
to  the  union,  if  he  ihould  prove  fuccefsfuL  See  Smollet  and 
Cunningham. 

and 
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and  during  the  reign  of  George  I.  and  H.  Scotland  c  ^  a  p. 
confiderably   rofe   in  commerce  and    opulence^  ^^-v-^^ 
political    diffenfions    however   impeded    her    ad-<      '777« 
vancement,  and  much  of  that  ardour  and  perfe- 
verance  which  have  fince  been  exercifed  in  enter- 
prifes  profitable  and  honourable  to  individuals  and 
the  community,  were  then  fufpended  by  conteft,  or 
wafted  in  a  hopelefs  caufe.     Sufpefted,  itnot  con- 
vifted,  of  adhering  to  principles  and  interefts  ho- 
ftile  to  liberty  and  the  Engliih  conftitution,  Scotch- 
men were  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  ave- 
nues which  political  eftablilhment  had  opened  to 
profit  and  honour  were  obftrufted  by  local  preju- 
dice.    The  ruin  of  rebel  hopes  proved  eventually  or  the  din- 
advantageous  to  the  great  body  of  Scotchmen,  and  dJrhoufe  li 
the  impediments  to  hpnourable  ambition  and  cmolu-  ^^^^ 
ment  were  removed.     The  comprehenf^ve  policy  of 
the  prefent  fovereign  regarded  neither  pla^e  of  nati- 
vity nor  political  party ;   the  empire  increafing  in 
commerce,  the  means  of  opulence  and  aggrandife- 
ment,  Scotchmen  as  well  as  Engliflimen  came  in  Acceft  of 
for  their  fliare  ;  wealth  flowed  on  that  recently  poor  fm^aveV' 
country,  not  only  from  her  own  mercantile  refi-  £„gifiij**^ 
dents,  but  from  bold,    keen,   and'  afliduous  ad-  greatncfa.  - 
venturers  whom  fh^  fent  to  diftanJt  regions  of  the 
globe.    The  proceeds  of  Hindoftan  manufafitures 
afibrded  capitals   that  ftimulated  the  induftry  of 
Paifley ;  the  produce  of  the  Ghauts  cultivated  the 
Grampians  ;  and  the  enriching  inundations  of  the 
Ganges  fertilized  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  While  fuch 
an  opening  to  Scottilh  adventure  enlarged  the  ca- 
pital that  nurfes  the  ufeful  and  lucrative  arts,  other 
coqfecjuences  refulting  from  the  ijnion  were  efpeci-  ' 
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ally  favourable  to  Scottifh  agriculture.  Tliis  mo- 
mentous treaty  paved  the  way  *.  for  the  abolition  of 
Abiwoiof  ^^^  heritable  jurifdiclions,  which  formerly  enabled 
heriaMe  Scottifli  lords  to  cxercifc  arbitrary  power  within 
their  own  diftrifts,  and  to  be  feparate  tyrants,  in- 
flead  of  being  an  order  of  men  enjoying  certain 
privileges  for  the  good  of  the  ftate. 

This  emendation  was  extremely  beneficial  to 
acjriculture :  formerly  the  vaiTals  had  beflowed  a 
fervile  attendance  on  their  chieftain,  at  whofe  call 
they  had  been  obliged  to  repair  to  his  caftle,  and 
ncgleft  their  own  private  affairs.  In  that  dependent 
ftate  they  had  eftimated  themfelves  and  each  other 
according  to  their  place  in  the  favour  of  their  Ik ^2 
lord,  and  their  chief  occupation  had  been  r  c..,:t 
his  good  graces  by  being  lounging  retainers  at  cut 
his  manfion..  Emancipated  from  thraldom,  they 
attended  to  the  cultivation  of  then*  lands  :  the 
generous  pride  of  perfonal  independence  fucceeded 
the  contemptible  vanity  which  had  been  gratified 
by  fecond-hand  importance.  To  independence 
the  fure,ft  road  was  induftry ;  the  fubjeS:  for 
the  employment  of  their  induftry  was  their  hi- 
therto  neglefted  land :  to  their  inferiors  they 
communicated  a  portion  of  that  independence 
which  they  poffeffed  and  began  to  enjoy;  they 

♦  The  deftru6lion  of  feudal  vafialage  never  could  have  hap- 
pened had  Scotland  retained  a  feparate  legiilature ;  hec^ufc 
moft  of  the  members  of  that  parliament,  from  vanity,  pride, 
and  ambition,  would  have  oppofed  a  meafure  which  reduced 
them  from  being  petty  princes  on  their  own  cftates,  to  an  equal 
fubmiflfion  to  the  laws  with  their  vaflals  and  even  pooreft 
tenants. 

let 
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kt  their  farms   upon.fong  leafes,  and  difpenfed  c  h  a  p- 
with  the  moft  humiliating  fervices.;   by  the  fecu-    ^-^A_r 
rity  of  their  tenures  the  tenants  were  flimulated       '«777- 
to  unufual  induftry.     With  this  deliverance  from 
feudal  fervitude,  no  doubt,  the  increafe  of  manu-* 
faftures  and  commerce  yery  powerfully  co-operated 
to   the   promotion    of    agriculture:     agriculture, 
manufadures,  and  commerce,  mutually  and  recipro- 
cally advanced  each  other,  and  conjointly  tended  to 
form  that  middling  clafs,  which,  though  not  before 
cxilling  in  Scotland,  has  in  England  proved  the  moft 
efficacious   fupporters   of  our   laws,   liberty,    and^ 
conflitution.     As,  however,  the  operation  of  poli- 
tical caufes  is  generally  gradual,  the  progrefs  of 
hufbandiy  was  not  hitherto  univerfal  in  Scotland  ; 
in  the  lowland  diflrifts  it  had  made  fuch  confiderable 
advances  as  to  equal  moft  counties-  in  England. 
In  the  highland  frontiers,  gentlemen  were  beginning  sute  of  the 
to  know  the  ufe  of  fertilizing  compofts  adapted  to     **    "  * 
the  nature  of  the  foil  and  climate,  and  by  means 
of  thefe  to  eftablifh  a  regular  rotation  of  crops ; 
but  opinion  and  ufage  furviving  inflitution^  the  en- 
couragement to  farmers  was  in  thofe  diftricks  in- 
adequate.    The  tenements  were  too  fmall  to  admit 
an  accumulation  of  capital  fufEcient  for  the  purpofes 
of  improvement ;  and  few  leafes  being  granted,  the 
precarious   dependence  of  the  tenure    prevented 
every  expenditure  that  was  not  abfolutely  necefTary. 
for   the    produftivenefs  of   a  fmgle  year.     Some 
landed  proprietors,  however,  among  the  vallies  of 
the  Grampians  exercifed  a  liberal  and  wife  policy  in 
the  allolment  of  their  farms,  by  letting  fuch  quan-^ 

titie$ 
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CHAP,  tides  of  land  as  to  admit  the  full  employment  of 
i,>-vw  the  tenant's  fkill,  ^nd  granting  leafes  which  ftimu- 
«777-  lated  his  induftry.  The  beneficial  effefts  which  ac- 
crued to  fuch  judicious  landlords  influenced  others, 
aAd  the  profpeft  of  agricultural  improvement  in 
thofe  difhiOs  was  favourable.  A  fucceflion  of  cold 
feafons  fome  years  before  had  damped  the  fpirit  of 
agricultural  improvement ;  but  thefe  terminated  in 
1773  •,  and  were  followed  by  fruitful  feafons.  In 
more  remote  and  barren  parts  of  the  highlands, 

♦  Here  I  think  it  will  not  be  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  men- 
tion a  theory  which  was  formed  by  the  peafants  of  Athol,  a 
diftrid  of  Perthfhire,  concerning  the  fevereyears,  the  natural caufe 
^of  their  continuance  and  termination,  as  it  illuft  rates  the  charafier 
and  notions  of  bur  fcUow-fubjcfts  in  an  exteniive  and  populous 
diftrift.  Acute  and  intelligent,  with  their  time  not  fully 
occupied  by  rural  bufinefs,  the  highlanders  are  much  ad- 
difted  to  fpcculation,  efpcciafly  on  phyfical  fubjefts,  which 
make  a  forcible  imprefiion  on  their  fesfes  and  obfervatioo. 
The  cold  feafons  that  had  ftcrilizcd  their  fields  were  naturally 
the  chief  topics  of  their  difcourfe.  Defirous  of  afcertainiiig 
the  caufe,  in  the  want*  of  fafts,  Kke  much  deeper  philofophcrs, 
they  had  rccourfe  to  conjefture*  The  favourite  hypothcfis 
was,  that  Scotland  had  revolved  within  the  influence  of  a  froxen 
ftar,  and  would  become  colder  and  colder  as  long  as  this  at- 
traftion  lafted.  In  the  year  1774,  the  king's  aftronomer,  Mr. 
Maflcclyne,  came  to  that  country,  with  the  view  of  making 
obfervations  from  one  of  the  highcft  mountains;  Shichallion 
was  accordingly  chofen.  The  theorifts  apprehended  his  objeft 
was  to  melt  the  frozen  ftar:  the  feafon  proved  at  firft  ex- 
tremely rainy,  which  they  imputed  to  the  diffolution  of  the 
froft,  but  it  afterwards  became  warm  and  genial,  which  they  at- 
tributed to  the  complete  fuccefs  of  the  experiment.  Such  was 
their  belief  at  the  time,  and  long  after,  as  I  myfdf  know;  and 
I  have  heard  that  among  the  old  it  continues  to  this  day. 

during 
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during  the  yeais  of  fcarcity,  extreme  indigdoce pre/  g.h  a  p. 
vailed,  and  the  evils  were  dreadfully  aggravated  by  v^^^  " 


fubordinate^oppreiTion.  Though  diffolved  by  law,  '777^ 
the  feudal  fyftem  here  continued  in  fea,  without 
the  patriarchal  .fentiments  which  had  rendered  the. 
chieftain  and  his  retainers  one  large  family.  The 
proprietors  having  affigned"their  lands  in  large  allot- 
ments to  tack/men^  who,  both  in  fituation^and  coo- 
dud,  bore  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  the  middle-men 
who  are  fo  oppreflive  to  the  Irifh  peafantry,  great 
emigrations  took  place.  For  improving  the  ftate 
of  the  people,  the  only  eflFedual  means  of  repreflP 
ing  this  fpirit,  attempts  were  made  to  ftimulate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coafts  to  feek  from  the  ocean 
fhofe  riches,  which  the  coldnefs  of  the  climate  and 
the  barrennefs  of  the  foil  denied  to  their  induftrious 
efforts.  Various  projeds  were  formed  for  pro- 
moting the  fifheries,  but  hitherto  with  very  partial' 
fuccefs.  The  influence  of  the  union  began  to  ex- 
tend even  to  the  remote  highlands :  gentlemen  in* 
the  army  or  other  profefSons  became  converfant 
with  Englifli  fentiments  and  principles,  learned  a 
refpeft  for  the  rights  and  happinefs  df  their  fellow- 
men,  and  perceived  that  by  encouraging  activity  and 
ertterprife  among  their  tenants,  jhey  would  eventually 
render  them  more  produftive*  But  this- fpirit  w&s  not 
yet  becomte  general ;  many,  of  thel  ower  proprietors, 
as  well  as  of  the  higher  clafs,  whofe  range  of  ob- 
fervation,  thought,  and  fentiment  was  narrowed 
within  the  circle  of  their  domains,  preferred  lordly 
fupremacy  over  humble  dependants,to  all  the  benefits 
accruing  to  a  landlord  from  an  independent  culti- 
vator 
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CHAP.  >ator  of  his  lands  on  the  terms  of  fair  Tcaprodtf 

\_m-^-mu^  between  man  and  man.    Light  and  civilization  rC'^ 

<777-      quired  to  be  much  more  perfe£Uy  diffufed,  before  the^ 

energies  of  the  highlanders  were  employed  to  the 

d^ree  of  advantage  of  which  their  combined  talents, 

refolution,  and  enterprife  are  fufceptible. 

Ecdc^tSi-        The  lower  ranks  in  Scotland  have  a  greater  pro- 

cai  4ifpatct  °  '^ 

asiuuscou  portion  of  knowledge,  than  correfponding  clafles  in 
many  other  countries.  One  great  •  branch  of  the 
ftudy  even  of  peafants  and  mechanics,  (ftrange  to 
fay,)  is  metaphyfical  divinity.  The  equalizing  fpirit 
of  preibyterianifm,  in  matters  of  faith,  pays  much 
lefs  regard  to  human  authority,  than  is  beftowed  by 
t  the  votaries  of  hierarchial  eftablifhments ;  and  no* 
thing  is  more  common  than  to  find  a  day-labourer 
contending  with  the  parfon  of  the  pariih  concerning 
interpretations  of  fcripture  and  points  of  orthodoxy. 
Conneded  with  this  anxious  care  for  the  dodrines 
of  the  church,  is  a  no  lefs  vigilant  watchfulnefs  for 
her  government.  While  England  was  fo  much  oc- 
cupied  by  Wilkes  and  the  colonies,  Scotland, 
without  being  regardlefs  of  thefe,  was  chiefly 
agitated  by  queftions  concerning  the  fource  of 
clerical  appointments.  The  law  of  the  land  efta* 
bliihed  patronage,  either  of  the  crown,  public  bo- 
dies, or  individuals  :  a  great  body  in  the  church, 
headed  by  Robertfon,  fupported  the  continuance  of 
the  law  as  it  (lood;  a  fmaller  but  confiderable 
body  in  the  church,  fupported  by  numerous  votaries 
among  the  people,  defired  an  abolition  of  the  law  of 
patronage ;  and  until  that  fliould  be  eflfeded,  fuch  a 
modification  in  its  execution  as  would  eventually 

amount 
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amount  to  popular  d^ftion  *.  After  there-eftablifh-  chap. 
ment.of.  the  law  of  patronage  in  171  a,  the  clergy  >^.^,^ 
found  the  people  extremely  J^verfe  to  the  revived  mode      '777- 
which  they  confidered  as  a  remnant  of  epifcppacyi^ 
and  even  of  popery ;  and  many  of  their  own.  body 
entertained  a  fimilar  opinion.  It  was  a  maxim  in  pref- 
byterian  government,  from  John  Knox  downwards, 
that  a  prefentee,  although,  jperfeftly  well  qualified, 
and  unexceptionable  in  life  and  dodrine,  was  never- 
thelefs  inadmifCble  to  his  clerical  ofEce,  till  the  con« 
currence  of  the  people  who  were  to  be  under  his  mi- 
niftry,  had  been  regularly  afcertained.  The  form  of 
exprefSng  this  concurrence  was  by  the  fubfcriptionof 
a  paper  termed  a  call^  and  many  of  the  clergy  would 
refufe  the  lawful  prefentee,  unlefs  he  had  in  his  fa- 
vour this  expreffion  of  parochial  approbation ;  thus 
the. mode  intended  and  ordained  by  the  law  of  the 
land  was  tranfgreffed,  and  the  people  were  gratified 
by  a  violation  of  the  ftatute.    During  the  firft  years 
of  the  prefent  reign  this  fubjeft  was  very  jjrongly 
debated  under  two  views,  judicial  procefs  in  tb^ 
prefent  drcumflanc^,  and  the  expediency  of  appli* 
cation  for  a  total  repeal  of  the  law.     On  the  firft 
queftion  which  came  before  almoft  every  meeting 
of  the  general  aflembly  in  fome  cafe  of  appeal,  the 
f upporters  of  calls  argued  from  the  maxims  of  prefr 
byterianifm,  and  repeated  pra&ice,  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  eftabliih  as  ufage  and  common  law  { 
and  from  the  general  fpirit  of  liberty.    The  advo- 
cates of  patronage  argued  from  the  exprefs  ftatute^ 
which  every  judge  is  bound. to  follow^  whatever 

*  See  Dr.  Hill's  paper  on  this  fubje£t|  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Stuart 
.in  his  life  of  Robertfon,  p.' 159,  ^.  whidi  eschibits  attry 
xnafteriy  view  of  this  queilion»  but  in  more  dftail  th|i|»  it.wpidl 
fuit  the  purpofes  of  this  hi&ory  to  tranfcrib^ 

Vol.  II.  H  h  may 
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cwAp,  niay  be  his  own  private  or  individual  maudms  or  opi- 
v^—v-w  nions ;  ami  contended  that  prance  never  can  be 
*^^^'  pleaded  in  oppofition  to  pofitive  law.  A  great 
ftnajority  of  the  people,  as  might  be  naturally  ex* 
pe&ed^  adhered  to  thofe  clergy  who  propofed  to 
allow  fuch  weight  to  popular  fuffrage,  and  the  cle- 
rical opponents  of  patronage  were  as  a  body  the 
ihief  fevourites  of  the  multitude.  Among  them.there 
were  many  individuals  of  refpe£btble  talents,  and 
fome  of  tranfcendent  abilities  *;  but  the  great  mafs 
of  clerical  erudition,  and.  the  brighteft  luminaries 
of  literary  genius,  were  on  the  fide  of  exifting  law. 
Againft  particular  exercifes,  as  well  as  the  general 
principle  of  patronaj^e,  an  outcry  was  raifed,  which 
difturbed  Scotland  much  longer  than  the  Middlefex 
election  agitated  England.  In  1766,  the  leaders  of 
the  popular  party  propofed  an  application  to  the  le- 
giflature  for  the  abolition  of  patronage  ;  but.  after  a 
very  able  debate,  their  motion  was  rejefted.  From 
that  time  no  regular  attempt  was  made  to  change 
the  law,  although  on  every  judicial  queftion  within 
its  operation  it  continued  to  be  reprobated  by  the 
votaries  of  popular  ele^on. 
titwitoKor  Scotland,  dining  this  period,  was  peculiarly  dif- 
*«<*«»**•  tinguiflicd  for  literary  dFort.  In  the  preceding 
yearf  died  David  Hume,  whofe  writings  muft  oc- 
cupy fuch  an  important  fhare  in  a  hiftory  of  the 
ttaiabfkj.  learning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  As  a  profound 
and  comprehenfive  philofopher,  Hume  had  few 
equals.  The  powers  of  his  underftanding  were  ex- 
traordinary in  natural  acutenefs  and  ftrength,  and 
« 

^  Sodi  M  Df«.  ErfldM  and  Webfter ;  Imt^  beyoi^  all.  Dr. 
pkk.    CeeStewsretLifeDfRobmfoii. 
t  Auguft  i77<. 
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iharpened  and  invigaraced  by  affiduood  ei^fifdfl')  (J^s  ^  \^  * 
knowledge  was  esctenfive,  afcurate^  and  middfaiiQUS}  w^-^^w 
his  faculty  excommunication  was  proportioned  lohis  ^''^^ 
talents  and  acquifitions ;  his  lai^up^  is  plaiia,  ^J^ 
varying  with  the  iijibg^£t,  frequently  degant^  and  aU 
ways  ftrong,  without  any  apparent  eibrt.  Such  intel^ 
jie£lual  ab}]^tieSyhowever^  ctgh  though  accompanied 
by  integrity  and  benevolence^  w^e  not  uniformly  di- 
jredied  to  the  real  benefit  of  mankmd.  With  valuable 
jgood  that  tccru^  from  th]$  f^^e,  there  wa$  mixed  atx 
alloy  of  eviL  His  enmity  to  the  religbn  of  his  countrj^ 
was  pernicious  in  proporticm  to  the  ingenuity  of  h^ 
fophiftry,  and  the  extent  of  his  fame^  I$s  Treaty 
upon  Human  Nature,  from  falfe  principles,  \^ 
fubtle  fyftem  of  inferences,  endeavoured  to  eft<- 
bliih  conclufions  contradidory  to  common  ibaio, 
and  rarely  has  greater  genius  been  exerted  in  <iifed- 
vering  important  and  b^eficial  truths,  than  are  heie 
exerd&d  to  imprefs  extravagant  abfunlities :  ieldom 
has  MIND  more  powerfully  difplayed  its  energies 
than  in  trying  to  difprove  its  own  exiftence  ♦.  Wild 
and  vifionary  as  the  fyftem  is,  yet  there  are  many 
obfervations  of  the  higheft  value ;  and  the  author's 
mode,  together  with  his  example,  ilimulat^ 
readers  to  a  degree  of  intelle&ual  exercife  which 
ftrengthened  their  underftandings  ;  the  examination 
of  falfe  or  erroneous  fubtlety  eventually  facilitated 
the  attainment  of  truth.  The  publication  of  tbefe 
notions  was  moreover  of  fignal  fervice  to  the  fcience 
of  pneumatology,  in  the  anfwers  which  they  called 
forth.  Of  thefe  the  moft  diilinguifhed  were  Be-  ^ 
attic^s  Eflay  upon  Truth ;  which  in  a  popular,  ani- 

*  See  Haunt's  theory  of  ideas  and  impi^eflloasy  Tmatjfi  of 
Human  Nature.  i 
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CHAP,  mtt^^  and  knpreffiie  bilmner,  expatiated  on  the 
v.^— >,^i^^  mM  theories  that  Hume  fupported ;  and  Rdd's  In^ 
>777»      quiry  into  the  Human  AGnd  on  the  Principles  of 
GoBimon  Senie*    By  roufing  the  inveftigadng  pow- 
ers of  this  very  profound  philofopher,  Mr.  Hume 
has  been  the  means  of  enlarging  man's  knowledge 
of  his  own  Acuities.    The  iQfidelity  of  Hume,  mi^ 
chievous  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  has  indted  the  friends  of 
'i^tigion  to  add  new  muniments  to  the  Chriftian 
•faith.     The  Eflay  on>  Mirades,  and  the  Natural 
*HMory  of  Religion,  produced  from  the  ability  and 
learning  both  of  Scotland  *  and  England  f  anfwei^ 
which  conftitute  valuable  additions  to  rational  tfie- 
*ology ;  and  thus  the  aberrations  of  gehius  corre&ed 
'  by  found  reafoning  and  wifdom,  ferve  to  promote  the 
caufe  of  truth.    The  impreffion,  however,  of  the 
Humean  infidelity  was  by  no  means  effaced :  fo  re- 
nowned an  author  gave  a  currency  to  his  opinions 
which  they  long  retained,  and  at  the  period  before 
ns  they  were  extremely  prevalent  among  youthful 
men  of  letters.    The  moral  fyftem  of  the  philofo- 
pher,  though  far  lefs  objectionable  than  his  religion, 
is  not  without  its  defeds ;  probably  lefs  in  the  inten- 
tion of  the  author,  than  the  interpretation  which 
his  principles  may  admit.    Identifying  virtue  with 
utility,  and  not  exadly  marking  the  boundaries  of 
that  udlity  which  he  denominates  virtuous,  he  has 
miiled  inferior  |  theorifts  into  very  abfurd  and  per- 
nicious conclufions.    His  fcheme  implidtly  and  in- 
difcriminately  adopted,  tends  to  render  indefinite 
expediency,  private  intereft,  and  ftate  policy,  the 
fprings  of  human  condu£t«  inftead  of  confcience 

•  Dr.  CampbcH.  t  I>^-  Hurd. 

t  See  Godwin'8  Political  Juftice,  paifim. 
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^tidr^mir;  but  though  tU$  tiseatMe^  cMnot-be  c  ^J^^^ 
admklai^  at  kaft  by  the  wt^es  of  reircaled  €r 


natural  theology,  a)  a  juft  and  falutary  fyfton      <^^- 
of  morak,  the  illuilralioas  and  incidental  remarks 
certain  a  portion  of  wifdom^  which,  apart  from  his 
o^6j;«wo(ks,  would  be  fufficient  to  evince  the  pro- 
•ibuvd  ability  Q,f  the  author.    The  politics  of  Hume 
are  diS^t^ly  eftimated  according  to  the  previous 
opimgtPfi  w))ich  their  examiners  have  formed.    On^ 
obiervation  is  obvious,  that  though  he  yerges  t^ 
the  ncdons  of  the  tories  concerning  government, 
he  inculcates  his  doftrine  on  a  very  diffisrent  prin- 
ciple..  Far  from  having  recourfe  to  divine  rights 
he  only  carries  his  moral  doctrine  of  expe^ency  tp 
affairs  of  ftate  ;  and  infers,  that  in  the  ufy^  cpurfe 
of  condud,  it  is  fafer  for  the  individual  a^d  fociety 
to  acquiefce  in  partial  abufes  than  to  attempt  cor^ 
redion  by  force,  and  this  is  the  whole  extent  of 
Hume's  toryifm ;  fo  that,  according  to  him,  com^ 
pllance  or  ^lefufal  comes  to  be  a  mer^  que{lio|i  of 
prudence  in  the  exifting  cafe  *. 
.  Writii^s  contrary  to  the  obfervation  and  experi- 
ence of  mankind  are  rarely  laftiog.    The  nietaphy^ 
fical  paradoxes  of  this  extraordinary- man  are  not^ 
the  foundation  of  his  permanent  fame ;.  the  work 
which  cpnfecrates  Hume  to  imnioi;falit)»  is  that  mo- 
nument of  his  genius,  which  kaviiig  ^ecuhtive 
fubtlety,  defcends  to  hp  the  vehicle  of  prafitical 
wifdom.    His  hiftory  is  probably  the  firft  pompofi*  Hiftory. 
tion  of  that  important  fpecies  which  is  to  be  found 
in  ancient  or  modern  times ;  not  lefs  penetrating 

and  profound  than  Tacitus  and  Thucydides,  he 

>  ... 

*  Hence  Dr.  Johnfon  calls  Hume  a  tory  by  accident,  aad 
^nat  from  priaciple.     See  Bofwell. 
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has  cholim  a  fubjeft  that  admitted  of  gieattr^x- 
Unt  aod  variety  than  either  of  thefe  iUiiftriow 
'^^*  ^ters ;  he  has  exhibited  man  as  progreffively  ad- 
vancing from  bart>ariim  and  ignorance  to  dviiiza- 
tion  and  knowledge;  and  in  all  thefe  fituations, 
employments,  and  exertions,  which  devebpe  his 
intelledual  and  moral  chara€ber ;  die  nanradve  is 
interefling  and  deeply  engages  the  reader ;  the 
materials  are  arranged  with  the  deameis  of  a  tiiind 
that  forveyed  every  part  and  the  whole  of  its  Mb- 
jed;  the  civil,  ecckfiaftical,  political,  and  literary 
features  of  the  times  are  exadiy  and  firc»i^y  deli- 
neated :  diroaghout  this  grand  produdion,  we  per- 
ceive die  critic  of  combined  tafte  and  fcience,  the 
philofopher,  the  politician,  the  fuccefsfiil  invefli- 
gator  and  exhibitor  of  adive  man.  Every  friend  to 
chriftianity  muft  regret  that  there  is,  in  fuch  an  efti- 
mable  work,  a  confiderable  portion  of  matter  which 
is  really  inimical  to  religion,  though  profeffedly  in- 
tended "^to  ezpofe  to  ridicule,  contempt,  and  cen- 
fure,  fome  of  the  fuperilitions  that  aflhmed  hs 
Mine ;  but  the  fcqpdcal  in^reifions  that  tender  fuch 
ftridures  dangerous,  are  only  temporary ;  whereas 
^^the  benefit  of  the  illuftrious  leffons  of 'wifdom  will 
endure  as  long  as  the  language  that  conveys  them  is 
known,  and  as  judgment  exifts  to  appredate  excd- 
knee.  With  the  Corypheus  of  Scottifli  literature 
many  others  were  nearly  cotemporary.  Having 
founded  his  fame  in  the  former  reign,  Robertfon,  in 
the  prefent,  raifed  a  fplendid  fuperftrudure ;  the  hif- 
tc»ian  of  Charles  V.  traced  the  connexion  between 
andent  and  modem  man,  in  the  old  world ;  then  . 
wmging  his  flight  to  the  new,  he  exhibited  the 
i^efitade  of  lavage  life  in  a  mcnte  juft  and  ftrikmg 

form 


REICN  OP  GEDRGB'in.  4j^ 

form  ihati  is  elfewhtfre  to  be  found.      Oq  BadoQt  ^\x.^* 
iji  the  cradle  of  fodety  h%  beftowed  a  p^t<^  kfe  ^^0^'^ 
TefUgation  aad  able   deduftion  in  ejthSriting  the      '^' 
wants  asid  charader  of  their  Infant  ftate  ^  by  miEty 
of  ^defign^    ikilful  fek&ioa,  and  mafterly  execu^ 
&m,  he  prefented  an  exad^  gloymg^  mi  i&tereftf 
ing  piChire ;  he  beftowed  on  his  ftory  and  char 
racers  almoft  dramatic  animation;   while  the  in& 
preffive  defcription  of  the  poet  did  not  preclude 
the  truth  of  the  hiftorian>  or  the  refleflion  of  the 
phSofopher*     In  his  inquiries  into  the  bodily  confti^ 
tution  of  the  Americans,  the  qualities  of  their  mindsj 
their  (fomeftic,  civil,  and  political  ftate  ax^d  infti« 
tutions}  their  arts,  their  rel%ion,  th^  manners, 
and  their  cuftoms ;  he,  inftead  of  imputing  their 
chara&er  and  condition  to  phyiical  nature,  with 
vigorous    fenfe,   and   found    j^ilpfophy,   afcribei 
them  to  moral  and  political  caufes*    The  fucceft 
of  Hume  and  of  Robertfon  ftimdiated  hiftorical 
adventure  in  the  ibuthem  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
contributed  to  roufe  a  writer  fitted  for  tranfmitcing 
to  pofierity  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roinaa 
Empire.     The  firft  volume?  excited  a  curiofity  and 
expe6kation  which  it  required  hiftorical  powers  of 
die  higheft  kind  to  gratify  in  the  fubfequeot  eflbrts, 
Thcfe  illuftrious  writerp  chofe  fome  fpecific,  though 
grand  portion  of  ftory,  as  the  fubjeft  of  their  ejc- 
hibition  of  humati  nature.     Ferguflbn,  prefented 
man  under  a  more  general  view  j  Ths  Effay  on  civil 
Society  traced  the  fpecies  through  all  the  varieties, 
progrefEon,   and   declenfion  of  the  focial  ftate; 
from  the  firft  perceptions  of  fenfe  tp  the  general 
conclufions  of  fcience;  the  earlieft  operations  of 
fentiment  and  reafon   to  the    heights  of  moral 

and 
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and  political  kiiowledg^ ;  and  following  barbarity 
through  various  ftages,  conducted  it  to  refinement ; 
until  politenefs  degenerated  into  oiervation,  and 
effiminate  vice  deftroyed  what  manly  virtue  had 

Poiitieai       acquired.    Smith  unfolded  the  philofophy  of  po- 

**"*^'*  litical  ceconomy,  and  promulgated  the  rules  and 
conduft  by  which  individuals  and  nations  might 
arrive  at  opulence,  and  the  various  fpecies  of  pro* 
dudive  induftry  might  be  exerted  with  the  greateft 

i]«^Bc«.  fuccefs.  Blair  gave  to  the  public  the  firft  volume 
of  iermons  which  decorated  chriftian  morality 
with  all  the  charms  of  refined  tafle  and  po- 
liihed  compoiition^  and  by  perfuafive  eloquence 

r^Ktiy.  imprefled  beneficial  truth.  Home  introduced  the 
tragic  mufe  mto  the  Scotdih  woods,  rendered  the 
banks  of  the  Carron  as  interefling  as  the  ihores  of 
the  Adriatic,  and  engaged  the  heart  for  fir  Mal- 
colm's Matilda  as  if  (he  had  been  Priuli's  Belvi- 
dera.  Thefe  were  among  the  mofl  diftinguifbed 
efforts  in  philofophy,  hiftory,  and  poetry,  by  which 
Scotland  afpired  at  literary  fame,  not  unworthy  of 
the  partner  with  whom  ihe  was  now  happily  united ; 
whofe  liberal  munificence,  fpringing  from  the  energy 
of  freedom,  affords  to  every  fpecies  of  beneficial 
talents  the  {Irongefl:  motives  for  exertion  and  difplay« 
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